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THE  EAELY  EISTOEY  OP  IOWA. 


Br  CHAKLES  NEGUS. 


(Continued  from  page  326.) 

At  the  first  legislature  of  the  territory  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  sparring  between  the  members  of  that  body,  and  the 
governor  and  secretary  of  the  territory.  This  difficulty  first 
commenced  with  the  secretary.  The  council  passed  a  reso- 
lution requiring  the  secretary  to  furnish  their  body  with 
-knives,  stamps,  folders,  tin  cups,  cfec.  The  secretary  not  being 
able  at  the  time  to  furnish  these  articles,  addressed  a  com- 
munication to  the  council  on  the  subject,  in  which  they  were 
informed  that  the  secretary  had  made  arrangements  to  pro- 
cure-the  necessary  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  in 
Cincinnati,  but  owing  to  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the  Ohio, 
the  things  ordered  had  not  been  received.  The  secretary  in 
his  communication  said,  "  The  navigation  of  the  Ohio  was  en- 
tirely suspended  ;  this  was  the  act  of  God,  whose  holy  name 
is  pronounced  with  deep  reverence,  and  to  whose  holy  will  it  is 
om*duty  to  submit.  Human  power  cannot  resist  the  dispensa- 
tion of  His  providence,  nor  can  human  vrisdom  counteract  His 
unfathomable  designs.''  The  secretary  informed  the  council 
that  lie  had  been  to  St.  Louis,  "and  returned  in  spite  of  every 
peril;"  that  ''much  exertion  had  been  made  to  ])rocure 
knives  in  Burlington,  but,"  said  he,    knives  of  suitable  linish 
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and  quality  could  not  be  procured  in  town,  nor  can  sufficient 
kniv^es  of  any  quality  be  obtained ;  and  the  secretary  caunot 
make  knives — if  he  could,  he  would  do  so  with  expedition 
and  pleasure  that  it  was  the  earnest  and  anxious  wish  of 
the  secretary,  that  all  the  members  should  have  knives,  and 
stamps,  and  folders,  and  all  and  singular  such  thing  or  tbings, 
device  or  devices  whatever,  as  may  facilitate  the  ojx'ration  of 
the  hands  in  yielding  assistance  to  the  deliberations  of  the 
heads;"  that  in  relation  to  "that  p'  rt  of  the  resolution  which 
related  to  extra  inkstands  and  tin  patty-pans,  can,  and  shall 
be  promptly  complied  with." 

This  communication  of  the  secretary  greatly  insulted  tho 
dignity  of  the  council,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial conimittee,  of  whom  Stephen  Hempstead  (afterwards 
governor)  was  chairman.  The  committee  after  due  delibera- 
tions, made  their  report,  in  which  they  set  forth  that  the  sec- 
retary's communication  was  "  of  such  a  nature  as  to  call  forth 
a  severe  animadversion  npon  its  tone  and  spirit;"  that  "the 
evident  intent  of  that  communication  was  not  only  to  treat 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  council,  with  irony  and  con- 
tempt, but  at  the  same  time  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  articles 
asked  for  by  the  resolution  were  unnecessary  and  unim- 
portant." The  report  went  on  to  show  that  the  house  in  which 
they  held  deliberations,  was  not  properly  furnished;  that  the 
secretary  had  used  his  influence  to  prevent  the  council  from 
obtaining  things  ^\^thout  his  sanction,  and  "  that  tlie  honora- 
ble secretary  of  the  territory  miglit  rest  assured  that  the 
present  legislature  will  not  tamely  submit  to  the  insults  and 
derisions  of  any  officer  of  the  territory,  and  they  at  all  times 
will  defend  to  the  last  their  honest  rights,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  whom  they  have  the  honor  to  represent." 

This  re})ort  of  the  committee  was  unanimously  ad(q)ted. 

The  controversy  alxnit  knives,  &c.,  thou<2:h  fiercely  com- 
menced, did  liot  last  long.  The  secretary,  through  the  inter- 
vention of  Judge  Wilson,  apologized  to  the  council  and  with- 
drew the  objecrionable  paper,  and  the  council  let  the  insult 
to  their  dignity  pass  without  further  notice. 
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13ut  this  matter  had  hardly  been  adjusted  before  another 
difficult}^  arose  implicating  the  governor  with  tlie  secretar3^ 
The  legislature  passed  a  joint  resolution  ^'that  the  secretary 
of  the  council  and  chief  clerk  of  the  house,  should  receive 
six  dollars  per  day  for  their  services  in  this  assembly,  and 
each  of  the  additional  clerks,  sergeant-at-anns,  door  keepers, 
messengers  and  firemen,  should  receive  three  dollars  per  day, 
to  be  paid  by  the  secretary  of  tlie  territory,  upon  the  present- 
ation of  a  certificate  of  their  services,  signed  by  the  presiding 
ofiicer  of  the  house  in  which  tliey  served,  and  countersigned 
by  the  secretary  or  clerk.  The  secretary,  doubting  whether 
this  would  be  a  suflicient  authority  for  him  to  pay  out  money, 
referred  the  matter  to  the  governor,  and  the  governor  gave 
him  his  opinion  in  writing,  in  which  he  took  the  ground  that 
the  secretary  ouglit  not  to  disburse  the  public  moneys,  under 
that  authority.  And  the  secretary  being  sustained  in  his 
views  as  to  the  disbursing  of  the  public  moneys,  by  the  writ- 
ten opinion  of  the  governor,  sent  to  the  legislature  a  com- 
munication informing  that  body  that  he  did  not  feel  author- 
ized to  pay  out  money  under  such  authority,  and  to  sustain 
his  views  sent  with  the  communication  the  written  opinion  of 
the  Governor. 

This  counseling  of  the  governor  was  considered  by  most  of 
the  members  of  the  legislature,  as  interfering  with  tlieir  pre- 
rogative, and  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  that  there  was 
a  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  held,  to  devise  ways 
and  means  by  which  to  protect  their  rights  against  the  sup- 
posed encroachments  of  the  governor.  This  convention  passed 
resolutions  expressive  of  what  they  considered  to  be  the  rights 
of  the  legislature,  and  in  their  discussions  many  of  the  mem- 
bers severely  animadverted  upon  the  part  which  the  governor 
had  taken  in  this  matter. 

The  attacks  made  upon  the  governor  at  the  fore  part  of  the 
session  probably  caused  him  to  be  a  little  prejudiced  in  his 
feelings  towards  the  members,  and  less  dis])osed  to  yield  his 
opinion  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  right,  to  the  wishes  of  that 
body,  than  he  would  have  been  had  there  been  no  misunder- 
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standing  between  them.  And  from  the  time  of  this  joint 
convention,  instead  of  reconciling  the  strife  which  had  been 
engendered  between  his  excellency  and  the  legislature,  the 
■quarrel  became  sharper,  and  more  bitter,  until  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Governor  Lucas  being  an  old  man,  and  having  occupied 
the  gubernatorial  chair  in  Ohio,  thought  himself  better  versed 
in  making  laws,  and  what  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
territory,  than  most  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  who 
'  were  young  men  and  inexperienced  as  legislators,  and  all 
laws  which  they  passed  that  did  not  entirely  meet  with  his 
approbation,  he  vetoed.  And  by  the  provisions  of  the  or- 
ganic act  of  the  territory,  it  was  necessary  that  the  governor 
should  approve  of  all  bills  passed  by  the  legislature,  before 
tliey  could  become  laws,  so  that  his  veto  was  absolute,  and 
no  act  of  that  body  could  become  a  law  without  his  consent. 
For  the  purpose  of  harmonizing  differences,  there  was  a  joint 
committee  appointed  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature  to 
consult  with  the  governor  and  prepare  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  between  the  legislative  and  executive  parties  of 
the  territorial  government.  After  a  consultation  with  his 
-excellency,  a  bill  was  prepared  by  the  committee,  with  such 
restrictions  and  provisions  as  met  with  his  approbation ;  but 
when  it  was  brought  before  the  legislature  there  were  some 
very  material  alterations  made  in  the  bill,  which  were  very 
obnoxious  to  the  governor,  and  when  it  was  presented  to  him 
for  his  approval,  he  refused  to  sign  it,  and  returned  it  to  the 
house  in  which  it  originated;  and  in  his  veto  message  he 
laid  down  the  rules  by  which  he  would  be  governed  in  relation 
to  acts  presented  to  him  for  his  approval. 

He  informed  the  legislature  that  all  bills  submitted  to  him 
would  be  carefully  examined,  and,  if  approved,  would  be  de- 
posited in  the  secretary's  office ;  but  he  said  if  "  special  objec- 
tions are  found,  but  not  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  withhold  my 
assent  from  the  bill,  a  special  note  will  be  endorsed  with  my 
approval.  Bills  that  may  be  considered  entirely  objection- 
able, or  of  doubtful  policy,  will  be  returned  to  the  legislative 
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assembly  with  my  objections,  at  such  times  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  I  may  from  time  to  time  deem  most  advisable." 

This  veto  message  fanned  the  flame  of  strife  already  en- 
kindled, and  many  of  the  members  became  very  bitter  to- 
wards his  excellency. 

Among-  the  many  acts  vetoed  by  the  governor,  was  an  act 
requiring  him,  when  a  bill  was  presented  to  him  for  his  ap- 
proval, to  inform  the  legislature  of  his  approval  thereof,  or  if 
he  did  not  approve  of  it,  to  return  the  bill  with  his  objections ; 
an  act  authorizing  the-  postmaster  at  Davenport  to  have  the 
mail  carried  from  that  place  to  Dubuque  twice  a  week  in  two- 
horse  post  coaches;  a  joint  resolution  making  the  secretary  of 
the  territory  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  legislature,  authorizing  him 
to  pay  out  money  without  an  appropriation,  to  the  members 
and  officers  of  the  legislature. 

The  feelingsof  the  members  were  so  bitter  towards  the  gov- 
ernor because  he  kept  them  in  check  by  his  vetoes,  that  there 
was  a  special  committee  appointed  in  the  house,  on  vetoes,  of 
which  James  W.  Grimes  (afterwards  governor  and  U.  S. 
senator)  was  the  chairman.  The  organic  act  provided  that  the 
governor  "  shall  approve  of  all  lav/s  passed  by  the  legislative 
assembly,  before  they  shall  take  effect."  On  this  provision  of 
the  law  the  committee  made  a  lengthy  report,  in  which  they 
took  the  ground  that  the  words  "  shall  approve  all  laws  "  meant 
that  it  was  his  imperative  duty  under  the  organic  law,  to  ap- 
prove of  all  acts  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  territory,  and 
that  the  mere  fact  of  the  governor  vetoing  them,  or  withhold, 
ing  his  approval,  did  not  prevent  the  acts  of  the  legislature 
from  becoming  laws,  but  was  a  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  governor. 

And  this  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  six — Bailey,  Beeder,  Brierly, 
Coop,  Frierson  and  Paterson,  voting  against  it. 

These  acts,  and  the  abuse  of  the  legislature,  did  not  intimi- 
date the  governor  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  being  actu- 
ated with  a  desire  to  do  what  he  supposed  was  right,  and  let 
those  of  the  future  judge  of  the  wisdom  of  his  course. 
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WJien  the  members  of  the  legisL^ture  found  they  could  not 
control  the  governor  by  resolutions,  reports  of  committees, 
and  abusive  speeches,  their  next  move  was  to  remove  him 
from  office. 

Bankson  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  house,  in  which  was 
set  forth  that  whereas  it  was  known  to  the  legislature  ."that 
Governor  Lucas  had  been  writing  notes  and  explanations  on 
sundry  laws  adopted  by  the  legislature,"  and  also  setting  forth 
that  these  acts  of  his  w^ere  "  an  unwarrantable  encroachment 
upon  the  judicial  department  of  the  territorial  govermiient,  as 
well  as  an  insult  and  rude  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  legis- 
lature," 

"Therefore,  resolved,  that  Eobert  Lucas  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people,  and  that  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  report  and  memorial  to  tlie  president 

-X-  -x-  *  *  praying  in  strojig  terms  for  his.  immediate 
removal  from  office." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twelve  to  ten,  and 
Bankson,  Hall,  Summers,  Taylor  and  Kowlin,  were  appointed 
the  committee.  The  committee,  after  due  deliberation,  made 
their  report  requesting  the  president  for  various  reasons* 
to  remove  the  governor  from  his  office. 

*This  report  set  forth,  "That  he  has  refused  to  place  his  signature  to  laws  the  most 
salul-ary  and  essential  to  the  public  good,  without  even  designing  to  make  known  to  your 
memorialists  his  objections  thereto. 

That  he  has  withheld  others  of  equal  importance,  without  giving  your  memorialists  to 
understand  what,  or  whether  any  executive  action  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  them, 
and  that,  too,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  with  a  view  to  subject  their  entire  action 
to  his  will. 

That  he  has  virtually  declared  himself  paramount  to  your  memorialists  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  by  expressly  avowing  in  official  communications  to  j'our  me- 
morialists, that  independent  of  his  excellency  they  have  no  power. 

That  he  has  usurped  the  judicial  authority  by  assuming  to  dictate,  in  notes  appended 
to  his  approval  of  many  laws,  the  construction  whicii  should  bo  given  to  such  laws. 

He  has  refused  oflicially,  in  a  coarse  and  uncourti^oiis  manner,  to  inform  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  what  laws  had  received  his  sanction. 

He  lias  refused  to  consider  recommendations  of  Mppointments  for  ofilce,  from  mem- 
bers from  the  district,  or  county,  in  which  the  applicants  reside,  and  indirectly  avowed 
his  determination  not  to  regard  siicli  re<;ommon(iati()ns. 

Ho  has  refused  to  converse  with,  or  speak  to  members  of  tho  logislativo  assembly 
when  waiting  on  his  oxcoUoncy  in  rolatiou  to  public  business  with  which  thoy  wero 
Charged  by  tho  body  to  which  they  belonged. 

Ho  has  from  tho  commencement  of  the  session  of  the  legislative  assembly,  on  various 
occasions,  and  to  all  manner  of  persons,  anticipated  the  actiens  of  tho  executive  dopart- 
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There  was  a  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
who  were  opposed  to  the  governor,  and  the  memorial  was 
adopted  and  forwarded  to  the  president. 

In  these  proceedings  the  governor  was  not  without  some 
friends  who  strongly  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  they  claimed  the  privilege  ^*  to  forward  a 
counter  memorial  to  tlie  president  on  the  same  subject,  and 
to  spread  their  protest  on  the  journal  of  the  house;"  but 
their  request  was  refused,  when  eight  of  the  members  of  the 
house,  in  their  private  capacity,  got  up  a  protest  in  which 
they  reviewed  the  memorial,  and  denied  or  explained  most  of 
the  charges  preferred  against  the  governor,  so  tliat  from  the 
protest,  or  some  other  cause.  President  Yan  Buren  did  not  see 
proper  to  remove  the  governor  from  his  office,  and  he  held  it 
till  there  was  a  change  in  the  administration  of  the  federal 
government. 

The  difficulties  which  had  arisen  between  Governor  Lucas 
and  the  legislature,  from  his  too  frequent  use  of  the  vetoe 
power,  and  the  complaints  made  by  the  latter,  induced  Con- 
gress to  make  some  amendments  to  the  law  organizing  the 
territory ;  and  on  the  third  of  March,  1839,  they  passed  two 

ment  in  regard  to  public  measures,  before  they  were  regularly  or  officially  before  him 
and  that,  too,  in  a  manner  indicative  oi  a  design  to  make  the  legislative  assembly  sub- 
servient to  his  will,  regardless  of  their  own  conviction  of  duty,  and  their  responsibility 
to  their  constituents.  And  those  declarations  iiave  been  made  in  many  instances  to 
strangers,  and  visitors  to  our  territory,  who  have  no  interest  in  common  with  us. 

While  he  has  been  officiously  scrupulous  in  relation  to  disbursements  of  money  for 
the  payment  of  the  usual  expenses  of  the  legislative  assembl}'-,  he  at  the  same  time 
sent  his  own  bills  to  the  secretary  for  payment,  without  the  authority  of  law. 

He  has  declared  to  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  his  determination  to  veto 
all  law.s  for  which  he  would  not  vote  as  a  member  of  tlie  assembly,  thereby  placing  his 
isolated  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  as  well  in 
n)attcrs  of  mere  expediency,  as  principle. 

He  has  appointed  and  nominated  to  office,  persons  from  abroad,  who  wore  neither 
domiciled  among,  nor  had  they  any  interest  in  common  with  the  people  of  Iowa,  and 
some  of  the  persons  thus  nominated  or  appointed,  were  connected  with  his  excellency 
by  intimate  ties. 

He  has  manifested  such  a  total  want  of  ability,  not  only  to  govern  in  time  of  peaco' 
but  more  especially  to  command  in  time  of  war,  as  is  justly  calculated  to  inspire  your 
memorialists,  and  their  constituents,  with  alarm  for  the  security  of  their  cotintry,  bor- 
dering as  it  does,  on  the  very  eontiues  of  savage,  warlike,  and  powerful  tribes." 

Wherefore,  in  consideration  of  tht;  above  recited  facts,  the  president  is  asked  to  re- 
move his  excellency,  Robert  Lucas,  from  the  office  of  governor  of  Iowa  territory." 
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acts  by  which  it  was  provided,  that  every  bill  passed  by  the 
council  and  house  of  representatives  should  be  presented  to 
the  governor,  and  if  he"  approved  it,  the  same  should  become 
a  law;  if  not  he  should  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the 
house  in  which  it  had  originated,  for  reconsideration,  and  if 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  passed  it  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
it  should  then  become  a  law  without  tlie  approval  of  the 
governor. 

They  also  made  provisions  for  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
pass  laws  permitting  the  people  to  elect  the  sherifis,  judges  of 
probate,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  county  surveyors. 

Tliere  was  likewise  a  law  passed  authorizing  the  delegate 
(William  W.  Chapman)  who  was  elected  at  the  time  of  organ- 
izing the  territory  as  representative  to  congress,  to  hold  his 
Beat  till  the  eleventh  day  of  October,  184:0,  and  made  provis- 
ions that  the  next  representative,  after  Chapman's  term  ex- 
pired, should  only  hold  his  seat  till  the  fourth  of  the  next 
March,  after  which  the  term  should  be  the  same  as  other 
members  of  congress,  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

The  legislature  was  not  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  these 
acts  of  congress,  for  at  their  next  session,  about  the  first  thing 
that  claimed  their  attention  was  to  make  provisions  authorizing 
the  people  to  elect  their  sheriffs,  judges  of  probate,  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  county  surveyors ;  and  by  these  acts  the 
governor  was  very  much  curtailed  in  his  power  and  influence 
in  the  territory. 

When  Keokuk  and  his  associates,  after  making  the  treaty 
of  1837  for  the  purchasing  of  another  tract  of  land,  came 
back  from  the  east.  Black  Hawk  did  not  return  to  their  vil- 
lage on  the  Des  Moines  river,  but  spent  the  winter  on  Devil 
creek,  in  Lee  county.  Tlie  old  man,  doubtless  feeling  his 
degradation,  preferred  to  be  isolated  from  those  whom  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  conmiand,  and  erected  his  lodge  for 
the  winter  in  the  settlements  some  forty  nules  from  the  boun- 
dary of  tlie  Indian  countiy,  wliere  with  his  own  family,  and  a 
few  favorite  braves,  they  ]nade  a  temporary  residence.  His 
family  consisted  of  his  wife,  two  sons,  Nash-slie-ar-kuk  and 
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Sam-e-sett,  a  daughter,  E'an-ne-qna,  and  her  husband.  Black 
Hawk's  companions  ])assed  their  time  mostly  in  hmiting  deer, 
turkeys  and  pi-airie  chickens,  wliich  wei'e  very  abundant  and 
afforded  them  a  good  supply  of  provisions,  while  he  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  fixing  his  cabin  and  exercising  liis  skill 
with  mechanical  tools.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1838,  he  re- 
moved into  the  Indian  countr}^,  and  built  his  lodge  on  the  Des 
Moines  river,  a  short  distance  above  the  old  Iowa  Indian  vil- 
lage, where  was  subsequently  laid  out  the  town  of  lowaville. 
"Here  he  had  a  very  comfortable  bark  cabin,  v/hicli  he  furn- 
ished in  imitation  of  the  whites,  with  chairs,  a  table,  a  mir- 
ror and  mattrasses.  His  dress  was  that  of  the  other  chiefs 
with  the  exception  of  a  broad-brimmed  black  hat,  which  he 
usually  wore."  He  kept  a  cow  and  adopted  many  of  the 
habits  of  civilized  life.  During  the  summer  he  cultivated  a 
few  acres  of  ground,  and  raised  quite  a  crop  of  corn,  melons, 
and  other  vegetables.  His  lodge  was  often  visited  by  the 
whites  who  were  always  received  by  the  old  chief  hospitably, 
and  treated  to  the  best  his  cabin  afforded. 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  1838,  the  citizens  of  Fort  Madison 
got  up  a  celebration  and  gave  Black  Hawk  a  special  invitation 
to  attend,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  old  man  was  decidedly 
the  lion  of  the  day.  At  the  dinner  table  he  was  compli- 
mented with  the  following  toast : 

"  Our  illustrious  guest.  Black  Hawk- — may  his  declining 
years  be  as  calm  a^id  serene  as  his  previous  life  has  been  bois- 
terous and  full  of  warlike  incidents.  His  attachment  and 
friendship  to  his  white  brethren  may  fully  entitle  him  to  a 
seat  at  our  festive  board." 

In  reply  to  which  he  arose  and  said : 

"  It  has  pleased  the  Great  Spirit  that  I  am  here  to-day.  I 
have  eaten  witli  my  white  friends.  The  earth  is  our  mother; 
we  are  now  on  it,  with  the  Great  Spirit  above  us — it  is  good. 
I  hope  we  are  all  friends  here.  A  few  winters  ago  I  was 
fighting  against  you;  I  did  wrong,  perhaps,  but  that  is  past; 
it  is  buried — let  it  be  forgotten,  llock  Biver  was  a  beautiful 
2 


10 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[JANUARY, 


country ;  I  liked  mj  towns  and  my  cornfields,  and  the  homes 
of  my  people  ;  I  fonght  for  it — it  is  now  yonrs  ;  keep  it  as  wo 
did  ;  it  will  produce  you  good  crops.  I  thank  the  Great  Spirit 
that  I  am  now  friendly  with  my  white  brothers ;  we  ai-e  here 
together,  we  have  eaten  together,  we  are  friends.  It  is  His 
wish  and  mine  ;  I  thank  you  for  your  i'riendship.  I  was  once 
a  great  warrior,  I  am  now  poor ;  Keokuk  has  been  the  cause 
of  my  present  situation  ;  but  do  not  attacii  blame  to  him.  I 
am  now  old;  I  have  looked  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  I  have 
been  a  child ;  I  love  the  great  river ;  I  have  dwelt  upon  its 
banks  from  the  time  I  was  an  infant,  I  look  upon  it  now.  I 
shake  hands  with  you,  and  as  it  is  my  wish,  I  hope  you  are 
my  friends." 

Early  in  October,  1838,  the  commissioner  for  adjusting 
claims  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes,  was  to  meet  them  at*Eock 
Island,  and  most  of  the  Indians  were  there  on  the  first  of 
the  month.  Black  Hawk  had  been  taken  sick  with  a  vio- 
lent bilious  fever,  and  was  unable  to  go  with  them,  and  on  the 
third  of  October,  after  a  sickness  of  only  seven  days,  he  died. 
His  wife,  who  was  much  devoted  to  him,  was  deeply  distressed 
during  his  sickness.  She  seemed  to  have  a  presentiment  that 
"he  was  about  to  leave  her,  and  said  some  days  before  he  died  : 
"  He  is  getting  old  ;  he  must  die.  Monotah  (God)  calls  him 
home."  After  he  was  dead  his  corjDse  was  dressed  in  the  uni- 
form which  had  been  given  him  when  at  Washington,  and 
placed  upon  a  bier,  made  of  two  poles  with  bark  laid  across 
them,  and  carried  by  four  braves  to  his  grave,  "followed  by 
his  family  and  about  fifty  of  the  tribe  "  (the  chiefs  all  being 
absent),  who  were  deeply  affected  at  the  death  of  their  once 
powerful  and  distingushed  chief.  "The  grave  was  six  feet 
deep,  and  of  the  usual  length,  situated  upon  a  little  eminence, 
about  fifty  yards  from  his  wigwam.  The  body  was  placed  in 
the  grave  in  a  sitting  posture,  upon  a  scat  constructed  for  tlie 
purpose.  On  his  left  side  the  cane  given  him  by  Henry  Clay 
was  placed  upright,  with  his  right  hand  resting  upon  it.  Many 
of  the  old  warrior's  trophies  were  placed  in  tlie  grave,  and 
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some  Indian  garments,  together  wiih  Lis  favorite  weapons." 
The  grave  was  then  covered  with  plank,  and  a  mound  of  earth 
several  feet  high,  ''sodded  over  with  blue  grass  sod,"  raised 
over  the  spot.  At  the  liead  of  the  grave  there  was  raised  a 
flag-staff  bearing  the  national  Hag,  and  at  the  foot  there  was 
placed  a  post  on  which  there  was  inscribed  in  Indian  chiu-ac- 
ters,  many  of  the  warrior\s  heroic  deeds,  and  his  age,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  about  seventy-two  years ;  and  the  whole 
was  inclosed  with  a  picket  fence  about  twelve  feet  high. 

But  his  remains  were  not  permitted  to  rest  in  quietude  in 
their  narrow  abode  to  which  his  friends  had  consigned  them. 
A  Dr.  Turner,  a  resident  of  Lexington,  Yan  Buren  county, 
from  pecuniary  motives,  disinterred  them  and  carried  away  all 
the  bones,  with  the  trophies  and  habiliments  which  had  been 
deposited  in  the  grave,  with  a  design  of  taking  them  through 
the  country  to  exhibit  for  money.  The  whole  nation,  and 
particularly  the  family  of  Black  Hawk,  were  very  much  in- 
censed at  the  desecration  of  the  grave  of  the  distinguished 
chief. 

After  it  was  found  out  that  the  remains  of  Black  Hawk  had 
been  taken  away  from  the  place  of  their  de[)Osit  by  some 
white  man,  about  fifty  of  the  principal  Indians  of  the  nation 
visited  Governor  Lucas  at  Burlington,  and  had  a  council  with 
him.  Xash-e-ar-kuk,  the  son  of  Black  Hawk,  in  relation  to 
his  father,  said  to  Governor  Lucas :  I  wish  to  speak  with 
you  about  the  white  people,  and  let  you  know  tlie  white  peo- 
ple have  taken  away  my  father's  remains  from  the  grave.  I 
do  not  like  it,  and  there  is  not  any  one  of  my  father's  family 
that  likes  it.  We  did  not  think  any  white  man  would  be 
guilty  of  this.  They  came  in  the  summer  and  took  away  his 
head,  and  they  have  come  since  in  the  fall  and  taken  away 
his  body.  We  wish  the  governor  to  try  and  find  out  who  has 
done  it." 

A  person  w^ho  was  present  at  this  conference  says : 
"  Although  not  a  chief,  young  Black  Hawk  appeared  to  be 
the  chief  among  the  nohlliti/.    When  he  stood  up  to  speak  of 
the  desecration  of  his  father's  sepulcher,  and  stealtb.ily  remov- 
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ing  his  lather's  head  in  the  summer,  and  coming  again  and 
taking  awaj  the  remainder  of  his  body  at  anotlicr  time,  we 
imagined  him  to  be  a  complete  personification  of  (jrief^  tell- 
ing to  a  sympathizing  audience  his  tale  of  woe.  The  recital 
of  this  sacrilegeous  act  sent  a  thrill  of  horror  through  the 
whole  assembly,  wliich  was  very  large  and  respectable.'"  ^ 

Gov.  Lucas,  upon  being  informed  of  the  outrage  upon  the 
grave  of  331ack  Hawk,  immediately  took  measures  to  have  the 
wrong  redressed.  lie  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the 
remains,  but  not  in  punishing  the  offender.  The  governor  in- 
formed the  friends  of  the  deceased  that  he  had  obtained  his 
bones,  and  that  they  were  at  his  office  ready  to  be  delivered 
to  them.  They  expressed  much  gratitude  to  the  governor  for 
what  he  had  done,  but  on  account  of  some  superstitious  no- 
tions entertained  by  the  Indians,  they  never  took  tliem  away. 
The  bones,  clothes,  and  some  other  things  which  had  been  de- 
posited in  the  grave,  were  kept  in  the  office  of  the  governor 
at  Burlington,  for  some  time,  and  were  afterwards  given  in 
charge  of  the  Historical  Society  formed  at  that  place,  and  in  a 
conflagration  were  consumed  by  fire,  with  many  other  valua- 
ble collections  of  the  society."^ 

The  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  having  disposed  of  all  their  lands 
bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  most  of  the  nations  located  them- 
selves in  the  valley  of  the  i)es  JMoines  river;  and  the  general 
government  thought  it  advisable  to  establish  an  agency  nearer 
this  settlement  than  the  old  one  at  Rock  Island,  and  during 
the  summer  of  1838,  buildings  were  erected  and  there  was  an 
agency  established  in  that  part  of  the  Indian  country  of  which 
Wapello  county  was  subsequently  composed,  and  near  the  site 
of  the  tov%m  of  Agency  City.  Gen.  Joseph  M.  Street,  who 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  agency  had  been  Indian 
agent  for  several  years,  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this 
station. 

*  The  author  of  this  sketcli  of  Black  JItvwk  has  fc^pont  tmich  tiiye  aud  labor  to  get  a 
true  knowledge  of  facts,  and  finds  tnauy  conllicting  statements  about  tlie  hivt  events  of 
this  great  warrior,  especially  in  those  writien  of  recent  date.  The  statements  as  to  the 
time  of  his  death  on  pages  50  and  t'JO  of  tlie  Annals,  are  certainly  incorrect.  The  his- 
tory here  furnished  has  been  gathered  from  statements  whieli  wore  written  about  the 
time  the  incidents  happened,  aud  are  believed  to  bo  correct. 
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At  this  place,  under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Street,  a  large 
frame  house  was  erected  for  tlie  use  of  llie  agent,  a  blacksmith 
shop,  a  gunsmith  shop,  and  other  l)uildings  necessary  for  the 
agency,  at  the  expense  of  the  government.  And  Gen.  Street 
also  made  a  large  farm  near  his  residence,  on  the  Indian  lands. 
And  not  far  from  the  agency  house  tliere  was  built  alarge'two- 
story  log  dwelling  house,  and  stables  and  other  buildings  neces- 
sary for  farming  pur])oses,  and  a  large  tract  of  land  fenced  and 
put  into  cultivation  for  raising  produce  for  the  Indians,  which 
were  occupied  and  carried  on  by  individuals  in  the  employ- 
ment, and  under  the  pay  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
called  the  "pattern  farm."  The  object  of  the  government  in 
carrying  on  this  farm,  was  to  set  the  Indians  a  pattern  in  ag- 
riculture, and  induce  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  cultivating 
the  soil.  Besides  these  improvements  there  were  other  build- 
ings put  up,  and  farms  made  at  private  expense  by  those  con- 
nected with  the  agency,  or  the  trading  establishments.  Joseph 
Smart,  who  was  interpreter  for  the  Indians  and  had  a  squaw 
for  his  wife,  built  a  large  log  house  near  the  agency  house,  in 
which  he  lived  and  kept  public  entertainment  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  who  visited  the  agency.  And  about  four 
miles  below,  where  the  town  of  Eddyville  was  subsequently 
laid  out,  John  Goodell,  the  interpreter  for  Hard  Fish's  band, 
built  a  house  and  made  quite  an  extensive  improvement. 

Government  also  caused  to  be  erected  two  grist  mills  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians;  one  on  Sugar  creek,  about  two  miles 
below  Ottumwa,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Des  Moines,  which 
was  under  the  care  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  sen.,  w^ho  opened  a 
large  farm  near  the  mill.  The  other  mill  was  built  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Des  Moines,  on  Soap  creek.  The  former 
mill  was  carried  away  by  the  flood  soon  after  it  was  built,  but 
the  latter  remained  for  many  years  after  the  country  was  set- 
tled by  the  wliites,  and  became  the  property  of  James  Jor- 
dan. In  addition  to  these  improvements  by  white  men,  three 
of  tlie  Indian  chiefs,  Keokuk,  Wapello,  and  A[)panoose,  had 
each  a  large  lield  enclosed,  the  two  former  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  about  tliree  miles  below  Ottumwa,  near  their  vil- 
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lage;  the  latter  had  his  village  on  the  present  site  of  Ot- 
tumwa,  and  had  a  iield  enclosed  immediately  below. 

The  same  year  that  the  agency  was  located  at  this  place, 
the  Ewings  and  Phelpses,  two  old  Indian  trading  lirms,  estab- 
lished trading  houses  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Des  Moines. 
The  Ewings's  house  was  about  two  miles  below  Ottnmwa',  and 

under  the  superintendence  of  Hunt;  while  the  Phelps's 

house  was  about  a  mile  below  the  Ewings's  and  was  under  the 
management  of  William  Phelps.  Soon  after  these  t];ading 
posts  were  established,  J.  P.  Eddy  obtained  a  license,  and 
opened  a  trading  house  on  the  site  where  the  town  of  Eddy- 
ville  was  subsequently  laid  out.  JNear  this  location,  on  tlie 
east  side  of  the  river,  was  the  vilLage  of  Hard  Fish,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  about  a  mile  above,  was  the  village 
of  \A^ab-e-kei-shiek,  the  prophet.  The  Indians  under  these 
chiefs  were  those  who  were  formerly  the  friends,  and  adhered 
to  Black  Hawk. 

At  this  agency,  established  by  the  government  through 
Gen.  Street,  councils  were  held  and  business  transactions  car- 
ried on  with  the  Indians  till  after  they  sold  their  lands  and 
moved  away.  There  had  been  a  council  of  the  Indians  at 
the  agency  to  settle  the  mode  by  which  the  Indians  should  re- 
ceive their  annuities.  Gen.  Street  had  been  unwell  for  some 
time,  and  during  the  sitting  of  the  council  became  so  much  in- 
disposed that  he  w^as  unable  to  sit  with  them,  till  it  closed. 
But  his  friends  did  not  think  him  dangerously  ill,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the  council  adjourned,  he  took 
a  ride.  Shortl}^  after  his  return  to  the  house  he  was  attacked 
with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  which  carried  him  otT  in  a  very  few 
minutes,  and  he  ended  his  earthly  career  Tuesday  evening, 
May  the  5th,  1840,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

Gen.  Street  was  first  appointed  Indian  agent  in  1827,  and 
continued  in  the  employment  of  the  government  as  their 
agent  with  difierent  tribes  up  to  the  tinie  of  his  death.  While 
stationed  at  Prairie  du  Chien  he  had  the  agency  of  the  AVin- 
nebagoes  and  the  Mcnominecs,  aiul  used  great  cfibrts  to  im- 
prove the  moi'al  and  intellectual  condition  of  these  tribes. 
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Through  his  influence  scliools  were  established  among  them, 
and  they  were  furnislied  with  implements  of  husbandry,  and 
were  instructed  in  tlic  mechanical  trades.  The  Indians  re- 
garded liim  as  their  devoted  friend,  and  were  very  much  dis- 
tressed at  liis  death. 

The  relations  of  the  deceased  were  about  to  take  his  re- 
mains to  a  settled  part  of  the  country  for  intcrnient  for  fear  that 
the  lands  about  the  agency  might  subsequently  pass  into  the 
possession  of  those  who  would  have  no  respect  for  liis  remains, 
and  his  grave  might  be  disturbed.  But  the  Indians  wei-e  de- 
sirous tluit  he  should  be  buried  in  their  country,  and  on  learn- 
ing the  apprehensions  of  his  friends  gave  their  solemn  pledge 
that  his  grave  should  be  respected.  And  this  pledge  was 
faithfully  kept,  for  when  they  disposed  of  their  lands  to  the 
United  States,  they  peremptorily  refused  to  sign  any  treaty 
unless  there  was  a  reservation  of  land  to  Mrs.  Street  including 
the  grave  of  her  husband.  And  in  accordance  with  the  desire 
of  the  Indians,  Gen.  Street  was  buried  at  the  agency,  near 
the  dwelling  house,  on  a  spot  of  ground  which  had  been  in- 
closed for  a  garden. 

(To  be  continued.) 


HISTOEY  or  Lim  COUITTY. 

BY  F.  SNYDEK,  LE  CLAIRE,  SCOTT  CO.,  IOWA. 

The  writer  makes  no  pretensions  as  to  mmtiticti  in  writing 
history  of  this  kind,  as  his  sketch  of  Jackson  county,  published 
in  Yol.  YII.  of  the  Annals,  will  show.  But  his  observations, 
and  what  he  has  learned  concerning  the  history  of  Linn 
county  during  the  past  ten  years,  may  be  worthy  of  note,  leav- 
ing a  more  particalar  description  of  the  county  to  some  "  old 
settler." 

Linn  was  one  of  the  sixteen  counties  represented  in  the  first 
legislative  assembly  of  Iowa,  wliich  convened  at  Burlington, 
November  12,  1S8S.  The  ])opulation  in  that  year  was  205, 
which  has  increased  to  nearly  thirty  thousand  in  1809.  Linn 
county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Buchanan  and  Delaware 
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counties,  on  the  east  by  Jones,  on  the  south  by  Joluison,  and 
on  the  west  by  Benton,  and  has  an  area  of  720  square  miles. 
It  is  i]itersected  by  tlie  Cedar  and  Wapsipinicon  rivers,  wdiich 
flow  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  aflbrding'  abundant  water- 
power;  it  is  also  drained  by  Prairie,  Bidialo,  Otter,  Indian, 
and  Dry  creeks.  The  surface  is  ac^rceably  diversified,  the  soil 
is  excellent,  the  w^ater  good,  and  the  county  is  well  timbered. 
In  short,  it  is  one  of  tlie  very  best  counties  in  the  Hawkeye 
state.  Three  railroads  are  in  operation  in  the  county — the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern,  the  Dubuque  and  Southwestern, 
and  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Minnesota  railroads. 

Marion,  the  county  seat  of  Linn,  is  beautifully  situated  on 
Indian  creek,  live  miles  from  Cedar  Eapids,  and  contains  a 
population  of  about  three  thousand.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  inland  towns  in  the  state.  Many  fine  buildings  have 
been  erected  since  the  war,  among  which  is  a  very  neat  and 
substantial  public  school  house  just  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$30,000.  It  also  has  seven  good  church  edifices,  of  which  the 
Disciple  is  the  largest.  A  very  interesting  annual  county 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Disciple  church  last  September.  The 
meeting  was  addressed  by  Elders  N.  A.  McConnell,  J.  Hurd, 
J.  W.  Kerr,  Judge  Berry,  Elder  Mobly,  and  others.  Elder 
McConnell  was  a  Quaker  boy  in  Ohio,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Marshalltown,  and  is  one  of  Iowa's  ablest  minister's  of  the 
gospel.  He  has  preached  for  the  church  at  Marion  ever  since 
its  organization,  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  twelve  years  of 
which  time  he  resided  at  Marion.  Shakespeare's  descrip- 
tion of  Cressida,  with  a  change  of  the  pronoun,  is  not  an 
overdrawn  delineation  of  tlds  great  pulpit  orator: — 

"  There's  rangiicvpe  in  his  eye,  his  clieek,  his  lip  ; 
Is'ay,  his  foot  speaks." 

James  M.  Berry  has  been  an  elder  in  this  church  for  many 
years,  was  county  clerk  and  county  judge,  and  is  one  of  Mari- 
on's most  respected  citizens.  Rev.  Alexander  Marshall,  a 
highly  respected  Christian  gentleman,  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  Marion  for  the  last  ten  years.  The 
M.  E.  church  has  been  presided  over  by  Rev.  E.  K.  Young, 
Rev.  F.  W.  Vinson,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  and  others;  the  Con- 
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gregational  church  by  Rev.  Mr.  Windsor;  the  Baptist  by  Elder 
J.  W.  De  Witt ;  and  the  Advent  church  by  Elders  Cornell  and 
Snook. 

Elder  Snook  has  a  printing  office,  and  publishes  the  Iowa 
organ  of  his  church.  The  Catholics  have  recently  erected  a 
church  edifice  in  Marion.  Marion  also  has  a  Bible  Society, 
a  Masonic  lodge,  and  an  Odd  Fellows  lodge.  Here  also  is 
located  Marion  Seminary,"  originated  by  Mrs.  Bnllen,  of 
Marion,  a  relative  of  the  distinguished  South  Carolina  senator, 
Lagree. 

At  a  term  of  district  court  held  at  Marion  in  May,  1861, 
Hon.  Win.  E.  Miller,  of  Iowa  City,  presided.  Judge  Miller 
performed  the  duties  of  his  high  position  with  ability  until  in 
August,  1862,  when  he  was  a2:)pointed  colonel  of  the  28th 
Iowa  infantry.  He  is  a  brother  of  the  Rev.  E.  Miller,  presid- 
ing Elder  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  Le  Claire,  Iowa.  At  the 
above  mentioned  term  of  court,  A.  J.  McKain  was  clerk,  and 
J.  K.  Gibson,  deputy.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean,  sheriff,  and 
John  A.  Ide,  deputy.  The  following  attorneys  were  present  : 
Hon.  I.  L.  Allen,  prosecuting  attorney  (afterwards  attorney 
general  of  Iowa),  Col.  I.  M,  Preston,  Maj.  Wm.  G.  Thomp- 
son, Col.  Wm.  Smythe,  Hon.  J.  B.  Young,  Hon.  K  M.  Hub- 
bard, Thomas  Corbett,  Esq.,  J.  H.  Preston,  Esq.,  E.  C.  Pres- 
ton, Esq.,  Capt.  G.  A.  Gray,  D.  L.  Palmer,  Esq.,  John  Mitch- 
ell, Esq.,  R.  D.  Stephens,  Esq.,  John  M.  Greer,  Esq.,  Judge 
K'W.  Isbell,  and  J.  M.  Knight,  Esq.,  of  Marion;  Hon.  E.  K 
Bates,  Judge  J.  J.  Childs,  T.  J.  Dudley,  Esq.,  Hon.  A.  Sidney 
Belt,  and  I.  N.  Whittam,  Esq.,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  and  J.  T. 
Rice,  Esq.,  of  Mt.  Yernon.  F.  Snyder  and  Wm.  Henderson 
were  admitted  to  the  bar.  At  the  July  term,  1862,  the  same 
officers  and  attorneys  were  present,  and  also  Judge  Conklin, 
of  Yinton  (author  of  Conklin's  Treatise),  Mr.  Davis,  of  Iowa 
City,  Judge  Graham,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Ed.  Latham,  Esq., 
of  Mt.  Yernon.  0.0.  Stanchlield,  L.  B.  Jenks,  and  T.  A. 
Love,  were  admitted  to  the  bar.  Concerning  the  above  named 
gentlemen,  it  may  be  added  that  Gen.  T.  J.  McKean  is  a 
graduate  of  West  Point,  was  a  major  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
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when  the  late  war  broke  out  he  said,  "  There's  going  to  be 
some  fighting,  and  I  must  have  a  hand  in  it."  He  therefore . 
resigned  his  office  of  sheriff  of  Linn  county,  and  alter  some 
month's  service  as  a  paymaster,  he  was  appointed  Brig.  Gen., 
and  commanded  a  division  of  the  army  at  the  battle  of  Corinth, 
October  4th  and  5th,  1862.  Ca])t.  G.  A.  Gray  was  a  soldier 
under  Gen.  McKean  in  Mexico,  a  captain  in  the  20th  Iowa 
infantry,  and  is  now  county  surveyor  of  Linn  county.  Col. 
I.  M.  Preston  is  one  of  the  "  old  settlers  "  of  Linn  county,  and 
one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  state.  Pie  was  United  States 
district  attorney  for  Iowa  in  1848.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
when  he  located  at  Marion,  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  he 
was  so  poor  that  a  grocery  keeper  (who  yet  resides  at  Marion) 
refused  to  trust  him  for  a  half  dozen  eggs. 

Col.  Wm.  Smyth e,  M.  C,  was  judge  of  the  district  court 
from  1853  to  1857,  was  one  of  the  commissioners  to  codify 
the  laws  (Rev.  of  1860),  and  was  also  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner of  legal  inquiry  in  1860.  lie  was  also  the  first  colonel 
of  the  31st  infantry,  Hon.  N.  M.  Hubbard  was  judge  of  the 
district  court  in  1865,  after  his  service  as  a  captain  in  the 
20th  infantry.  Hon.  W.  Isbell  was  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  in  1855,  and  judge  of  the  district  court  in  1862-3. 
"He  died  on  his  way  to  California  in  1864.  His  wife  returned 
to  Marion.    She  is  a  niece  of  the  late  Gov.  Medary,  of  Ohio. 

MEMBEES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  IOWA 

TERRITORY  SENATORS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  THE  STATE 

LEGISLATURE,  &C.,  &G. 

Hon.  Charles  Whittlesey  represented  Linn,  Cedar,  John- 
son and  Jones  counties,  in  the  council  of  the  first  legislative 
assembly,  and  also  in  the  second.  Hon.  Robert  G.  Roberts 
was  the  member  of  the  house  fi'om  tlie  same  counties  in  the 
first  legislative  assembly.  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Wallwortli  repre- 
sented Cedar,  Jones  and  Linn,  in  the  house  of  the  second, 
third,  fifth  and  sixth  legislative  assemblies,  assisted  in  the 
third  by  Hon.  Harmon  Van  Antwerp,  in  the  fourth  by  Hon. 
Thomas  .Denson,  in  the  fifth  by  Hon.  John  C.  Berry,  and  in 
the  sixth  by  Hon.  Robert  Smythe.    Hon.  John  C.  Berry  is  a 
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brother  of  Hon.  James  M.  Berrj,  of  Marion.  He  \\as  for- 
merly county  clerk  and  county  judge  of  Linn,  and  now  resides 
in  Wisconsin.  Hon.  Eobcrt  Smytlie  resides  at  Mt.  Yernon. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  emerald  isle,  and  a  brother  of  our  present 
member  of  congress,  Hon.  Wm.  Smythe.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  1846~Y-8,  a  |my- 
master  in  the  army  during  the  great  rebellion,  for  years  a 
member  of  the  law  fii-m  of  Smythe,  Young  &  Smythe,  and  is 
the  present  senator  from  Linn.  Cedar,  Jones  and  Linn  coun- 
ties were  represented  in  the  council  of  the  third  and  fourth 
legislative  assemblies  by  Hon.  Geo.  Greene,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  from  1847  to  1855, 
and  at  present  the  president  of  the  Rockford,  Rock  Island 
and  St.  Louis  railroad.  Hon.  Samuel  P.  Higginson  was  one 
of  the  representatives  in  the  house  of  the  fourth  legislative 
assembly. 

In  the  council  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  legislative  assemblies, 
Hon.  John  P.  Cook,  now  of  Davenport,  represented  Cedar, 
Jones  and  Linn.  He  was  also  senator  from  Cedar,  Linn  and 
Benton,  in  the  second  general  assembly;  senator  from  Cedar, 
Linn,  Benton  and  Tama,  in  the  third  gent  ral  assembly,  and 
represented  the  second  congressional  district  of  Iowa,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  from  1853  to  1855. 

[To  be  continued.] 


THE  MAKIAO  OF  TEE  BOEDEE. 

BY  ELIPHALET  PRICE. 

It  was  the  close  of  an  autumnal  day  in  the  year  1835,  as  we 
approached  the  dense  forest  that  skirts  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Yolga,  some  twenty  miles  from  its  confluence  with  the 
waters  of  Turkey  river.  Behind  us  lay  the  boundless  prairie, 
stretching  away  in  gentle  undulations  to  the  south,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach,  with  its  rustling  herbage  seared  and  em- 
browned by  the  autumnal  frosts,  while  here  and  there,  a 
lonely  tlower  drooped  its  head,  blighted,  yet  waving  in  the 
autumn  breeze.    Before  us  the  yellow  leave,   of  the  forest 
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were  fast  eddying  their  way  to  the  ground,  betraying  the  fleet 
foot-fall  of  the  rabbit,  whose  rustling  tread  would  cause  the 
timid  deer  to  start  from  her  leafy  couch,  and  seek  the  forest 
shades  with  hurried  bound,  while  the  mournful  sound  of  the 
distant  pheasant,  drumming  its  evening  lay,  \vould  burst  at 
intervals  upon  the  solitude  of  the  surrounding  scene. 

Already  the  twilight  shades  of  evening,  were  fast  receding 
into  the  darker  mantle  of  night,  when  we  were  startled  by  the 
sharp  report  of  a  riiie.  Aware  that  we  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  large  village  encampment  of  Winnebagoes,  whose  local- 
ity we  had  been  endeavoring  to  discover  during  the  close  of 
the  day,  we  halted  and  seated  ourselves,  reclining  against  the 
trunk  of  a  large  tree,  in  the  hope  that  some  benighted  hunter 
would  present  himself  to  view,  who  could  more  readily  con- 
duct us  to  the  object  of  our  search,  and  while  peering  into  the 
dusky  scene  that  surrounded  us,  and  listening  for  the  sound  of 
footsteps,  we  were  startled  by  the  arm  of  a  human  being  reach- 
ing around  from  behind  the  tree,  and  resting  itself  upon  our 
shoulder,  while  the  hand  hung  listlessly  down  upon  our  breast. 
To  leap  to  our  feet  was  but  the  effort  of  a  moment,  and  as  we 
brought  our  rifle  to  a  defensive  position,  we  caught  a  glimpse 
of  a  tall,  manly  form,  receding  slowly  into  the  forest,  until  the 
gloom  of  the  night  shielded  him  from  our  view ;  and  while  re- 
volving over  in  our  mind  the  character  of  the  mysterious 
stranger,  there  srose  upon  the  stillness  of  the  surrounding 
scene  the  clear  tones  of  a  human  voice,  echoing  far  away 
through  the  forest,  those  beautiful  words  of  Isaiah  :  "  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  buy  wine  and 
milk  without  money  and  without  price,"  when  the  forest  again 
resumed  its  wonted  stillness.  Pausing  for  a  nionnjnt,  then 
calling  aloud  to  the  mysterious  stranger,  until  flnding  that  no 
further  discovery  of  him  was  likely  to  occur,  we  again  re- 
sumed our  journey  in  the  direction  of  the  Indian  encamp- 
ment, the  locality  of  which  we  had  now  discovered  by  the 
crimson  tinge  of  the  heavens,  occasioned  by  the  bright  glare 
of  its  numerous  camp  fires.  We  soon  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  village,  situated  in  a  broad  deep  valley,  that  opened  from 
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the  Yolga  to  the  south.  For  a  mile  along  the  valley,  the  camp 
fires  blazed  on  every  side,  while  the  crack  of  rifles,  the  shout, 
the  laugh,  the  whirling  tramp  of  the  dance,  mingled  with  the 
wild,  monotonous  song  of  the  Indian,  and  the  gong-like  notes  of 
the  war  drum,  denoted  some  unusual  occurrence  i.bout  to  take 
place.  Pushing  forward  through  the  disordered  groups-,  we 
hastened  onto  the  wigwam  of  No-chump-kah,  wliere,  after  par- 
taking of  his  hospitality,  he  urged  us  to  accompany  him  in 
the  direction  of  a  high  mountainous  hill,  that  formed  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  the  valley,  towards  which  a  large  concourse 
of  Indians  were  directing  their  steps,  from  various  parts  of 
the  valley,  each  carrying  a  blazing  torch  of  pine  knots.  As 
the  party  approached  the  base  of  the  hill,  each  suddenly  disap- 
peared through  an  aperture  that  opened  beneath  the  entangled 
folds  of  a  vinous  arbor,  that  crept  with  a  luxuriant  appear- 
ance over  a  low  undergrowth.  Following  the  footsteps  of  our 
guide,  we  found  that  we  were  winding  along  a  narrow  but 
lofty  subterranean  passage,  that  led  into  the  interior  of  the 
hill,  and  at  we  approached  the  brink  of  a  broad,  deep  chasm, 
the  party  halted  for  a  moment,  and  then  one  by  one  began  to 
descend  into  the  cavern  by  a  natural  flight  of  projecting  rock 
steps,  that  wound  with  a  spiral  descent  along  the  circular  sides 
of  the  dark  yawning  pit,  from  v/hose  depths  arose  the  gurgling 
murmur  of  a  distant  waterfall,  accompanied  by  a  white  column 
of  spray,  that  sparkled  and  glittered  as  it  reflected  the  glare  of 
our  torches.  Our  course  at  length  diverging  from  the  fearful 
chasm,  we  again  found  ourselves  winding  along  a  passage  that 
widened  occasionally  into  ample  halls,  then  narrowing  into  a 
passage  that  admitted  with  difliculty  a  single  person,  until  it 
opened  into  a  stupendious  amphitheater,  from  the  center  of 
which  an  ignited  bundle  of  pine  knots  sent  up  a  lofty  column 
of  blazing  fire,  that  lit  up  the  rock-bound  sides  of  the  cavern, 
giving  to  them  the  appearance  of  some  forty  feet  in  height, 
while  a  deep  blue  arch  of  solid  rock  canopied  the  whole,  fes- 
tooned with  innumerable  columns  of  glittering  spar,  whose  ta- 
pering extremities  emitted  a  star-like  sparkle,  giving  to  the 
blue  arched  canopy  a  nridnight  ethereal  aspect. 
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Encircling  the  column  of  fire,  a  gray  Laired  band  of  veteran 
warriors  reclined  in  a  sitting  posture,  wliile  an  outer  circle 
was  composed  of  the  -more  youthful  warriors  and  novitiate 
hunters.  As  we  sto  id  gazing  upon  the  scene  before  us,  en- 
deavoring to  compreliend  its  mystery,  a  touch  upon  the  arm 
caused  us  to  recognize  the  Indian  who  had  accompanied  us 
there,  and  after  pointing  with  his  finger  to  an  elevated  posi- 
tion upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall,  he  then  glided  steal- 
thily away,  and  joined  his  companions  in  the  circle.  Our  at- 
tention was  imm.ediately  rivited  to  that  part  of  the  cavern,  by 
the  strange  appearance  of  a  person  standing  in  a  statue-like 
position,  upon  a  broad  shelving  rock  that  jutted  out  from  the 
wall  of  the  cavern.  His  jroad,  white,  intellectual  forehead, 
bespoke  him  a  white  man,  whose  physical  proportions  v\^ere  of 
the  athletic  order;  a  profusion  of  hair  concealed  the  propor- 
tions of  his  face,  while  a  long,  black,  glossy  beard,  swept  far 
down  upon  his  breast,  partly  concealing  a  cross,  upon  which 
which  was  rudely  carved  the  image  of  our  Saviour,  supported 
by  "a  thong  of  raw-hide  passing  around  the  neck.  A  long, 
white,  tattered  blanket,  enveloped  his  person,  secured  at  the 
waist  by  a  broad  belt  of  wampum,  which  supported  a  heavy, 
naked  sword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  guarded  by  a  woven  bas- 
ket of  iron ;  his  hands  were  crossed  upon  his  breast  with  an 
air  of  solemnity,  while  his  gaze  seemed  fixed  intently  upon 
the  lofty  arch,  that  flung  its  sparkling  canopy  over  the  spa- 
cious cavern.  For  a  time  his  solemn  immovable  position 
seemed  to  impart  a  resemblance  to  some  sculptured  work  of 
art.  At  length  life  began  to  manifest  itself,  by  a  spasmodic 
movement  of  the  lips,  accompanied  by  a  smile  that  beamed 
upon  his  countenance,  as  he  exclaimed  in  a  low,  plaintive,  but 
audible  tone  of  voice, — 

"  She  vowed,  she  swore  she  would  bo  mine, 
She  said  she  lo'ed  me  best  of  o'ney  ; 
But  ah  I  the  fickle,  faithless  queen." 

Here  his  chin  sank  upon  his  breat  for  a  moment,  and  then 
the  wild,  screaming  laugh  of  the  maniac,  burst  from  his  lips, 
until  his  attention  was  arrested  by  the  group  of  Indians  betbro 
him,  at  the  sight  of  which  he  seemed  to  sUirt,  then  pressing 
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his  hands  against  his  forehead,  lie  exclaimed, — "  O  God,  am 
I  thy  servant  here,  to  lead  the  wild  untutored  savage  up  to 
thee  ?  Oh  no,  no,  it  cannot  be ;  this  maddened  brain  ;  so 
wrecked — why  am  I  here  V  Then  gazing  wildly  around  him 
for  a  moment,  he  approached  the  edge  of  the  rock,  and  bow- 
ing with  submissive  meekness,  continued, — "Thy  will  bo 
done !"  Then  stretching  forth  his  arms,  he  exclaimed  in  a 
calm,  stentorian  voice, — "IIo,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
without  price."  AYithout  pausing  for  a  moment  he  launched 
forth  in  the  Anglo-Scottish  dialect,  with  a  strain  of  religious 
eloquence  so  marked  with  erudition  that  it  was  irresistable  to 
believe  otherwise  than  that  his  better  days  had  been  expended 
as  a  Scottish  student.  But  what  had  brought  him  to  these  cav- 
ern wilds?  What  drove  the  exile  from  his  native  land  ?  AYhile 
we  were  revolving  these  questions  over  in  our  mind,  he 
seemed  absorbed  with  the  contemplation  of  religious  subjects, 
sweeping  with  biblical  research  among  the  allegorical  gems  of 
the  prophets,  culling  a  flower  here  and  there,  and  entwining 
them  into  a  gorgeous  wreath  of  eternal  life,  and  swinging  it 
aloft  by  the  power  of  his  elequence  as  a  Bethlehem  star,  to 
entice  the  benighted  mind  of  the  listening  savage.  Again  he 
would  burst  into  the  wild  laugh  of  the  maniac, — pause  and 
listen  for  a  moment, — and  then,  as  the  glistening  tear-drops 
coursed  down  his  long  beard,  he  would  murmur  in  a  plaintive 
tone  some  verse  from  Scotland's  bard.  Again  his  mind  would 
resume  its  natural  character,  enrobed  in  its  flowing  mantle  of 
erudition,  which  enabled  him  to  glide  from  language  to  lan- 
guage, as  its  expressiveness  seemed  best  adapted  to  the  eluci- 
dation of  his  ideas. 

The  swarthy  savage,  although  unable  to  comprehend  his 
language,  evidently  began  to  manifest  a  feeling  of  excitement, 
imparted  through  the  agency  of  the  expressive  gestures  of  the 
maniac;  leaning  furward  upon  his  elbow,  with  a  quickened 
and  audible  respiration,  his  eye  glared  intently  upon  the  rapid 
movements  of  the  speaker,  until  a  glisteiung  perspiration  be- 
gan to  start  upon^his  swarthy  brow. 
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Again  the  maniac  paused,  while  far  awaj  among  the  dis- 
tant caverns  his  maniac  laugh  was  hushed  in  murmuring 
echoes.  Tlien  snatching  from  his  breast  the  thong-bound 
cross,  he  whirled  it  around  his  head,  with  a  fiendish  convul- 
sive scream,  as  he  burst  into  the  wild  figurative  language  of 
the  Indian,  detailing  with  savage  eloquence  the  history  ot"  the 
Saviour,  and  as  he  poured  forth  the  descriptive  scenes  of  his 
sufferings  and  death,  the  quivering  lip,  the  twinkling  eye  of 
the  savage,  as  liis  liand  crept  instinctively  to  the  handle  of  his 
scalping  knife,  bespoke  the  excitement  he  had  wrought  upon 
their  uncultivated  minds.  Continuing  in  the  language  of  the 
Indian,  he  exclaimed, — "Oh  God,  forbear;  thy  exhausted 
servant  sinks  before  the  coward  red  man,  who  dare  not  be  a 
warrior  of  the  cross."  In  an  instant  the  savage  group  bounded 
to  their  feet,  while  the  scream  of  the  war  whoop  rang  through 
the  distant  caverns,  as  tliey  flourished  their  scalping-knives 
above  their  heads,  and  rushed  towards  the  maniac,  avowing 
themselves  ready  to  follow  him  upon  the  war  path,  as  aveng- 
ers of  the  wrongs  of  the  Saviour. 

Then  came  the  distant  report  of  a  rifle,  hushing  to  listening 
silence  the  tumultuous  group  ;  and  in  a  moment  more  a  painted 
savage,  begrimmed  with  blood,  sprang  into  their  midst,  wav- 
ing from  the  top  of  his  lance  a  freshly  taken  scalp,  from  which 
the  life-blood  had  not  ceased  to  drip ;  pointing  to  it  with  a 
savage  grin,  he  hissed  between  his  teeth  the  fearful  name  of 
the  war-bred  Sauk,  at  the  announcement  of  which  the  listen- 
ing Indians  snatched  their  torches  from  the  blazing  pile  and 
rushed  towards  the  outlet  of  the  cavern.  Following  the  foot- 
steps of  our  guide,  we  soon  reached  the  open  valley,  fllled  with 
disordered  groups  of  savages,  shouting  tlie  rallying  war  cry 
of  the  diflerent  bands,  while  the  gong-like  voice  of  the  Indian 
drum  rolled  its  monotonous  notes  alone:  the  vallev,  arousiuir 
the  warrior's  mind  to  deeds  of  savage  glory.  From  the  sum- 
mit of  the  distant  hills  that  bound  the  valley  on  the  west,  the 
signal  fires  of  the  warrior  Sauk  were  blazing,  flinging  a  lurid 
glare  of  light  over  the  valley  beneath,  while  round  the  burn- 
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ing  piles  the  warrior  foeman  danced  and  shouted  his  promised 
deeds  of  prowess. 

Already  the  grey  morn  had  begun  to  creep  along  the  east- 
ern sky,  as  the  enemy  came  rushing  down  from  the  hills  into 
the  valley,  shouting  the  fearful  war  cry  of  the  Sauk,  which 
was  immediately  answered  by  the  screaming  war  whoop  of 
the  Winnebagoes  of  the  valley,  as  they  closed  in  dreadful 
combat  with  their  common  enemy.  The  commingled  crack  of 
rifles  now  roared  along  the  valley,  while  the  twanging  hum  of 
the  bow-string,  the  crash  of  the  battle  axe,  and  the  resounding 
blows  of  the  war  club,  arose  amidst  the  groans  of  the  dying 
and  the  war  scream  of  the  contending  bands.  For  a  time 
victory  seemed  to  incline  towards  the  arms  of  the  war  bred 
Sauk,  who,  pressing  upon  his  foe,  con:ipelled  them  to  fall  back 
with  a  slow  retreat.  At  that  moment  there  came  a  shout  from 
tlie  upper  part  of  the  valley,  as  a  strange  appearing  person 
urged  his  wild  steed  along  it  in  the  direction  of  the  battle, 
brandishing  above  his  head  a  flashing  sword,  while  the  spec- 
tral laugh  tliat  rang  upon  the  air,  announced  the  approach  of 
the  maniac  of  the  cavenj,  at  the  sight  of  whom  the  retreating 
Winnebago  rallied  with  a  maddening  scream,  throwing  away 
bis  rifle  and  closing  upon  his  foe  with  gleaming  knife,  as  the 
maniac  dashed  through  tlieir  ranks,  plunging  his  steel 
against  the  enemies'  front,  and  braining  his  sword  with  flash- 
ing strokes  on  every  side,  while  the  fierce  animal  that  bore 
him  against  the  columns  of  the  foe,  crushed  through  their 
rank  a  trail  bestrewed  with  mangled  Avarriors.  Wlieeling 
upon  their  columns  with  a  sliont,  again  he  reigned  his  fretted 
steed  for  the  charge,  and  thundered  down  their  rank?,  until 
the  wild  shout  of  Indian  triumph  arose  above  the  battle's  din, 
announcinir  that  the  retrcatin<r  Sauk  was  last  takin<r  rcfuire 
among  the  neighboring  hill^. 

The  sun  had  already  arisen  al)0ve  the  field  of  strife,  tlie  war 
v.dioop  and  the  clash  of  arms  had  ceased,  while  far  away  the 
merry  quail  was  whistling  his  auinmn  carol  to  iho  morning 
Run.  Here  and  there  might  be  seen  an  Indian  woman  wan- 
dering over  the  field  of  battle,  mingling  her  mournful  m  ailings 
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with  the  ripling  Jiiuriimrs  of  the  Yolga,  wliile  everywhere  tlie 
triumphant  Winnebago  stood  forth,  silently  winding  his  fin- 
gers into  the  gory  lochs  of  his  dying  or  lifeless  enemy,  and 
snatching  from  the  blcediiig  skull  the  warrior's  trophy.  A 
little  farther  on,  we  paused  for  a  moment  to  look  upon  the 
beautiful  war-steed  of  the  maniac,  as  he  lay  stretched  upon 
the  bloody  plain  pierced  with  the  barbed  iron  of  a  feathered 
arrow,  and  as  we  hastened  away  from  the  scene  that  sur- 
rounded us,  our  ear  caught  the  notes  of  a  voice  far  up  among 
the  craggy  hills,  breathing  in  marshal  strains,  the  brigand 
Bonij  of  ancient  Calcdon: — 

"  Why  England  has  no  braver  boy, 
Than  Scotland's  gallant,  bold  Rob  Roy." 

Years  had  passed  away  ;  the  rifle  of  the  Indian  no  longer 
awakened  the  echoes  of  the  Yolga,  the  grass  had  begun  to 
grow  upon  the  trails  of  his  familiar  haunts.  Along  the  bor- 
ders of  our  prairies,  and  in  the  deep  winding  dells  of  the 
wooded  streams,  the  humble  cabin  of  the  white  man  had  be- 
gun to  lift  its  modest  front,  while  through  the  new-made  field 
the  cerean  harvest  waved  its  golden  head,  or  silken  tassels 
decked  the  luxuriant  corn.  It  was  August;  the  pioneer,  the 
Indian  trader  and  the  hunter  of  the  surrounding  country,  had 
assembled  for  the  first  time  in  the  lives  of  many  of  them,  as 
jurors  and  spectators,  aroun'd  tlie  rude  log  court  house  of  the 
newly  started  village  of  Prairie  Laportc,  situated  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  setting  sun  had  nearly  closed 
the  first  day's  labor  of  the  court,  when  a  shout  of  "steamboat 
from  above,"  brought  a  large  concourse  of  spectators  to  the 
river  bank;  and  as  the  boat  approaclied  the  shore,  the  guard 
call  of  the  drum,  summoned  to  her  dock  an  oflicer  of  the  army, 
accompanied  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  who  immediately  marched 
from  the  boat  and  began  to  ascend  the  river  bank,  followed  by 
a  well  dressed,  tall,  muscular  person,  bound  in  cliains,  who 
might  have  seen  6o:i  e  twenty-seven  years.  The  spectators 
opened  to  the  right  and  loft,  as  the  prisoner  passed  along  with 
a  downcast  look,  while  his  folded  arms  concealed  in  part  tlie 
chains  that  bound  him.    vVdvancing  towards  the  sherifl*,  the 
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officer  observed ;  I  deliver  into  your  charge,  sir,  a  mur- 
derer, taken  prisoner  by  tlie  command  at  Fort  Snelling;  proof 
of  his  guilt  will  be  found  in  these  two  soldiers."  Then  sur- 
rendering his  charge  he  departed  for  the  boat.  At  the  sound 
of  murder,  a  shudder  seemed  to  creep  over  the  person  of  the 
stranger,  as  he  lifted  his  eyes  slowly  from  the  ground.  At 
that  moment  we  discovered  an  old  man,  bent  by  the  hand  of 
time,  standing  in  the  oj^posite  rank  of  spectators,  leaning  for- 
ward upon  his  rifle,  which  lie  supported  with  one  liand,  while 
with  the  other  he  shaded  his  eyes  as  he  peered  into  the  face 
of  the  stranger;  and  as  he  gazed,  the  blood  would  rush  to 
his  embrowned  visage  for  a  moment,  tlien  an  ashy  paleness 
seemed  to  diffuse  itself  over  the  wrinkled  features  of  the  old 
man,  whom  we  now  recognized  as  tlie  far-famed  Tim  my  Black, 
the  wandering  bee  hunter  of  the  north,  who,  muttering  to 
himself,  silently  withdrew  from  among  the  spectators,  as  the 
prisoner  passed,  under  the  guard  of  the  sheriff. 

The  court  had  alread}^  adjourned  for  the  day,  and  as  the 
evening  advanced,  the  spectators  began  to  congregate  at  the 
different  groceries,  and  soon  the  bacchanalian  cup  awoke  the 
hunter's  song,  while  many  a  fearful  tale  of  border  life,  spun 
out  its  lengthened  details  with  each  glass,  accomj^anied  by  the 
exultant  shout  of  tlie  card  player,  and  the  boisterous  disputa- 
tions around  the  rattling  dice-box,  until  the  night  had  far  ad- 
vanced, v/hen  v/e  witlidrew  from  the  sultiy  scene  around  us, 
and  approached  the  high  bank  of  the  river  to  enjoy  the  cool 
breezetliat  rippled  its  moonlit  surface.  Seatingourselves  beneath 
the  branches  of  a  stunted  oak,  our  attention  was  soon  arrested 
by  the  dark  form  of  a  person  gliding  stealthily  among  the  dense 
cedars  that  skirted  the  descending  bank,  of  the  river.  As  he 
approached  the  open  sands  of  the  river  shore,  we  recognized 
the  bent  form  of  the  wandering  bee  hunter;  who,  pausing  for 
a  moment,  and  peering  cautlou^-ly  around,  seemed  satisfied 
that  he  was  undiscovered  ;  then  advancing  to  the  border  of 
the  river,  he  stretched  hiiiiselF  out  upon  its  sands  placing  his 
car  close  to  the  surface  of  the  wate  r.    Listening  for  a  time. 
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he  arose  and  coniraenced  soliloquizing,  as  his  attention  seemed 
fixed  upon  some  distant  object  in  the  xiver : 

*'Well,  well,"  said  he,  "the  boy  is  safe  now;  if  he  courses 
for  the  old  gum  'twill  not  be  the  sheriff  of  this  settlement 
that'll  line  him  up.  He  had  a  monstrous  deal  of  book  larniii', 
but  his  mind  was  little  better  than  a  piece  of  rotten  comb.  I 
tell'd  the  bar  keeper  to  throw  his  liker  out  to  the  sheriff's 
guard,  to  the  matter  of  that  speck  of  honey  that  I  sell'd  to  the 
dark  of  the  boat.  I  did  want  some  powder,  but  I'll  do  with- 
out the  powder ;  yes,  yes,  I'll  do  without  it,  for  I  remember 
tlie  time  when  on  the  Yolga,  he  struck  off  the  Indian's  arm 
at  a  single  blow,  while  it  held  the  scalping-knife  over  these 
few  white  locks  of  mine."  Here  the  old  man  paused,  seem- 
ingly to  brush  way  an  intruding  tear,  then  resumed:  "  Well, 
well,  I've  done  him  a  good  turn  ;  God  be  with  ye'r  boy,  wher- 
ever ye  course." 

A  that  moment  a  canoe,  containing  a  single  person,  glided 
out  from  among  the  willows  of  an  island  near  the  shore,  and 
as  it  floated  out  upon  the  current  of  the  moonlit  stream,  there 
arose  upon  the  stillness  of  the  night,  the  familiar  shout  of 
other  scenes; — "Ho,  every  one  that  tliirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price." 
Then  all  around  was  hushed  to  solemn  stillness  ;  the  bee 
hunter  had  disappeared  among  the  cedars,  and  as  the  canoe 
glided  behind  a  distant  island,  v/e  saw  no  more  of  Donald 
McMuUen,  the  maniac  of  the  cavern  and  the  sheriff's  prisoner. 


BEOOLLEOTION  OP  THE  EAB.LY  SETTLEI-IEKT  OP 
IfOETHWESTEIUT  IOWA. 

BY  N.  LEVEKIXG,  MECKLIX,  MO. 
(Continued  from  page  391.) 

By  an  act  of  the  congress  of  ISo-I-S,  a  United  Slates  land 
office  was  located  at  this  place  (Sioux  City),  and  was  opened 
for  pre-emptions  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1S55.  J)r.  S.  P. 
Yomans  was  appointed  register,  and  Gen.  Andrev/  Leach,  re- 
ceiver.   On  the  20th  day  of  May,  1850,  congress  passed  an 
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appropriation  bill  granting  every  alternate  section  of  govern- 
ment land  for  the  building  of  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  Citj 
railroad,  and  on  the  5th  of  July  followin'or,  the  survey  was 
commenced  at  Sioux  City,  and  running  east.    This  enterprise 
lent  additional  interest  and  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  northwest,  and  more  especially  to  Sioux  City. 
In  July  of  the  same  year,  Messrs.  Plummer  and  Flag  (if  I 
mistake  not)  built  the  first  steam  saw  mill  overbuilt  in  Wood- 
bury county.    It  was  located  at  the  mouth  of  Perry  creek. 
This  important  enterprise  added  in  a  wonderful  degree,  to  the 
growth  and  pro.sperity  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 
The  mill  was  subsequently  purchased  by  Messrs.  Sanborn  and 
Folet,  who  were  men  of  energy  and  enterprise.    They  soon 
added  to  their  mill  a  lath  and  shingle  machine,  and  in  185S 
erected  a  grist  mill  with  two  run  of  stone,  near  the  mouth  of 
Floyd  river,  in  south  Sioux  City.    This  was  the  first  mill  of 
the  kind  built  in  "Woodbury  county.    By  the  let  of  Decem- 
ber of  this  year  (1856)  there  were  about  one  hundred  neat 
and  comfortable  dwellings  in  the  city,  seven  dry  goods  stores, 
two  clothing  stores,  one  tin  and  stove  store,  and  one  grocery 
and  drug  .store.    The  members  of  the  bar  at  that  time  were, 
John  Currier,  A.  W,  Hubbard,  S.  T.  Davis,  N.  C.  Hudson, 
and  H.  L  Brown.    Hon.  S.  Riddle,  of  Council  Blufi's,  presided 
as  district  judge.    This  judicial  district  extended  from  Potta- 
wattamie county,  north  to  the  state  line,  a  distance  of  about 
two  hundi-ed  miles,  and  east  about  one  hundred  miles.  The 
first  court  held  in  Sioux  City  in  1850,  was  held  in  the  bar- 
room of  the  ''Desmoines  House,"  kept  b}'  Jacob  Osterling,  a 
German. 

The  first  sern^.on  preached  in  Sioux  City,  if  I  have  been 
correctly  informed,  was  by  a  Eev.  Mr.  Black,  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  in  1855,  in  the  bar-room  of  what  is  known  as  the 

Hays  House,"  on  the  levy,  then  occupied  by  the  proprietors, 
Benner  and  Ih'os.,  as  a  hotel.  At  that  time  morals  were  at 
a  low  ebb  in  Sioux  City,  for  it  is  said  that  when  brother  Black 
came  to  our  city  to  break  the  bread  of  life  and  set  up  the 
kingdom  of  God,  satan  came  also,  and  sot  his  up  in  the  otlicr 
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end  of  the  bar-room,  bv  some  of  his  disciples,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  deviPs  tea,  and  who  irreverently  indulged  in 
the  luxury  of  a  game' of  seven-up  during  divine  service. 

The  winter  of  1856-7  was  one  of  great  severity,  and  will 
be  long  remembered  by  the  early  settlers  of  the  northwest. 
On  the  2d  and  3d  days  of  December,  one  of  the  most' terrilic 
snow  storms  that  ever  blew  out  of  the  heavens,  swept  over 
that  section  of  the  country,  hurling  snow  into  every  crack  and 
crevice  that  air  could  penetrate,  and  into  drifts  of  fifteen  and 
twenty  feet  in  depth,  burying  cattle,  slieep,  and  other  stock, 
60  deeply  that  hundreds  perished  from  the  extreme  cold.  On 
the  7th  day  of  February  following,  another  severe  snow  storm 
nearly  equal  to  the  one  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  December,  added 
much  to  the  distress  of  many  of  the  settlers  of  the  northwest, 
.as  but  few  were  prepared  for  it.  The  snow  was  now  about 
four  feet  on  the  level,  which  completely  hemmed  in  some  set- 
tlers who  v/ere  living  remote  from  the  more  populous  portions 
of  the  country,  and  whose  stock  of  provisions  gave  out  before 
it  was  possible  to  get  more.  Some  killed  their  cattle  aud  sub- 
sisted upon  them  for  days  after  their  flour  and  meal  had  given 
out,  whilst  others  lived  upon  parched  corn.  A  Mr.  Guilliams 
and  family,  who  in  the  fall  of  185G  built  a  cabin  in  Big  Sioux 
river  valley,  in  Plymouth  county,  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Sioux  City,  suflered  much.  After  they  had  consumed  the  last 
of  their  flour,  Mr.  Guilliams  set  out  for  Sioux  City  to  procure 
more,  arrivhig  there  one  day  and  i-eturning  the  next  to  his 
starving  family  with  a  sack  of  flour  for  which  he  paid  810.00, 
and  carried  it  the  entire  distance  on  his  back.  Ly  the  time 
this  sack  of  flour  was  consumed  the  snow  had  increased  in 
depth,  and  Mr.  Guilliams  and  wife  were  so  afllicted  with  scurvy 
that  it  was  injpossible  to  obtain  more;  they  were  now  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  some  means  to  sup])ly  the  keen  demands  of 
appetite,  which  was  now  making  an  urgent  demand.  A  pn<M- 
cow,  high  of  bones  and  low  of  flesh,  was  selected  as  the  der- 
nier resort,  and  slaughtered  for  the  occasion,  and  U])on  who^e 
flesh  they  subsisted  for  a  number  of  days,  until  other  ]novis- 
ions  could  be  obtained.    Their  flre-wood  gave  out,  and  being 
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some  distance  from  timber  tliey  were  uot  able  to  procure  more ; 
the  weather  was  verj  severe, — intensely  cold.  After  consuming 
all  wood  in  their  rccnch  they  attacked  the  walls  of  tlieir  cabin 
by  chopping  and  splitting  blocks  from  the  logs ;  in  this  man- 
ner they  obtained  wood  sufficient  to  cook  their  beef,  keeping 
their  beds  a  greater  portion  of  the  day  to  avoid  freezing. 
Thus  the  dreary  winter, — 

"  Like  tho  wounded  snnke, 
Drew  its  slow  length  along." 

When  early  in  the  spring  a  friend  from  Sioux  City  (a  Mr. 
Mills,  I  think)  passed  that  way,  and  good  Samai'itan-like  re- 
lieved their  wants.  This  is  only  one  instance  out  of  many  of 
the  same  character,  that  occurred  in  northwestern  Iowa  during 
that  winter. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1857,  when  the  snow  rapidly  dis- 
appeared, the  streams  were  swollen  out  of  their  banks.  So 
high  were  the  Missouri  and  Floyd  rivers,  that  they  came  to- 
gether in  what  is  now  called  south  Sioux  City,  not  far  from 
where  the  Presbyterian  church  now  standc.  It  was  about 
this  time  that  it  was  discovered  that  the  mad  waters  of  the 
Missouri  were  encroaching  upon  the  grave  of  Sergeant  Floyd 
(who  was  buried  about  two  miles  below  Sioux  City,  on  Floyd's 
bluff),  and  likely  to  precipitate  the  grave  and  its  contents  into 
its  turbid  bosom.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Sioux  City 
was  at  once  called,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
grave  at  once,  and  secure  all  that  remained  earthly  of  Ser- 
geant Floyd.  Said  committee  consisted  of  X.  Levering,  chair- 
man, Hon.  M.  F.  Moore,  Dr.  S.  P.  Yeomans,  George  Ware, 
and  J.  M.  White.  The  committee,  together  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  citizens,  repaired  to  the  grave  which  was  on  Floyd^s 
bluir,  about  two  miles  below  Sioux  City.  This  bluff  is  about 
two  hundred  feet  high,  commanding  a  view  for  many  miles  of 
the  surrounding  country  in  Iowa,  IS'ebraska  and  Dakota. 
When  the  committee  arrived  they  found,  much  to  their  regret, 
that  tlie  mad  and  rushing  waters  beneath  had  robbed  the 
grave  of  part  of  its  contents.  Until  then  he  had  slumbered 
for  over  a  half  century,  where  lie  had  been  laid  by  Ids  com- 
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panions  and  brother  soldiers,  far  from  fond  and  loving  hearts 
near  aud  dear,  in  a  howling  wilderness,  the  abode  of  savage 
beasts  and  still  more  savage  men,  where  nanght  was  heard 
save  the  wai* whoop  of  the  brawny  savage,  the  howl  of  the 
wolf  or  the  croak  of  the  raven.  Until  then,  tlie  green  grass 
had  waved  and  flowers  bloomed  npon  his  silent  abode. 
For  more  than  flfty  long  years  had  the  antamn  leaves  rustled, 
and  fragrant  flowers  drooped  and  withered  o'er  his  grave  ;  the 
chilling  winter  winds  howled  a  sad  requiem,  and  the  turbid 
waters  of  the  Missouri  murmured  by,  and  no  one  visited  the 
last  resting-place  of  the  brave  adventurer,  save  the  red  war- 
rior or  the  dark-eyed  Indian  maiden,  who  would  turn  aside  to 
gaze  or  perchance  drop  a  tear  upon  the  grave  of  the  pale  face 
brave,  as  they  would  recall  to  mind  with  a  sigh  the  relative  or 
lover  who  may  have  in  like  manner  been  stricken  down  by 
the  mighty  hand  of  the  Great  Spirit,  in  a  strange  land,  far 
from  those  he  loved. 

By  much  labor,  and  danger  of  being  precipitated  into  the 
abyss  below,  v/e  succeeded  in  securing  all  that  the  muddy  wa- 
ters beneath  had  left,  which  were  the  slculi,  lower  jaw,  one 
thigh  and  one  shin,  with  quite  a  number  of  smaller  bones,  to- 
gether with  relics  of  tlie  coffln.  The  bones  had  suiiered  but 
little  from  decay.  In  order  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to 
the  probable  stature  of  Sergeant  Floyd,  the  writer  of  this 
sketch  made  an  accurate  measurement  of  a  portion  of  the 
bones  secured.  The  skull  measured  twenty-one  and  a  half 
inches  in  circumference,  the  thigh  eighteen  and  three-fourth 
inches  in  length,  the  shin  bone  flfteen  and  one-fourth  inches, 
and  the  other  bones  in  proportion  ;  he  must  have  been  six- 
feet  six  or  seven  iuclies  high. 

The  remains  thus  secured  were  taken  in  charge  by  tlie  com- 
mittee, for  re-interment.  The  coflin  in  which  he  was  placed 
appeared  to  have  been  made  with  small  oak  slabs  split  out  and 
set  up  on  end  around  the  corpse,  and  covered  with  the  same 
material  The  red  cedar  post  that  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
grave,  placed  there  by  the  hands  of  his  comrades  to  mark  the 
epot  and  point  out  to  the  traveler  in  after  years,  where  slum- 
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ber  the  aslies  of  the  brave  explorer,  had  slid  into  the  river;  it 
was  as  sound  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  placed  there.  It  had 
been  whittled  down  until  it  was  no  larger  than'  a  walking 
stick,  by  travelers  anxious  to  preserve  a  relic  of  the  grave  of 
Floyd.  According  to  a  published  account  some  years  since,  a 
piece  of  this  post  was  carried  to  London  by  an  English  trav- 
eler, and  placed  in  the  museum  there  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory of  Floyd.  On  the  2Sth  day  of  May,  1857,  the  remains 
of  Sergeant  Floyd  were  re-interred,  with  appropriate  ceremo- 
nies, on  the  same  bluff,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where 
they  had  formerl}^  rested.  They  were  placed  in  a  neatly  .tin- 
ished  coffin,  six  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  in  length;  A  large 
concourse  of  people  were  present  to  witness  the  funeral  cere- 
monies. Capt.  James  B.  Todd,  late  of  the  U.  S.  army,  offi- 
ciated as  marshal,  under  whose  direction  a  procession  was 
formed  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  front  of  the  U.  S.  land  office. 
The  coffin  was  draped  with  the  stars  and  stripes ;  the  pall 
bearers  were  eight,  seven  of  whom  represented  seven  different 
states;  they  were,  W.  Craft,  of  Virginia;  T.  Griffy,  Kentucky; 
L.  Kennerly,  Missouri;  W.  H.  Levering,  Lidiana ;  N.  Lever- 
ing, Ohio;  D.  W.  Scott,  of  the  U.  S.  army  (the  other  names 
not  now  remembered).  The  coffin  was  borne  at  the  head  of 
the  procession,  which  was  marched  to  the  levee  where  the 
steamboat  "Lewis  Burns"  was  in  waiting  to  carry  all  that 
could  get  aboard  down  to  Floyd's  bluff.  Many  went  in  car- 
riages, &c.,  the  boat  not  being  able  to  take  all.  Arriving  at 
the  bluff  the  grave  was  found  in  readiness,  when  Capts.  Todd 
and  Scott,  W.  H.  Levering  and  W.  Craft,  lowered  the  coffin 
into  the  grave.  Impressive  funeral  services  were  then  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Chestnut,  of  Illinois,  after  which 
an  oration  was  delivered  upon  the  occasion  by  Hun.  M.  F. 
Moore,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  address  was  very  appro- 
priate, able  and  eloquent,  and  reflected  much  credit  upon  the 
honorable  gentleman.  Steps  were  then  taken  to  erect  a  mon- 
ument over  the  grave  of  Floyd,  out  of  American  marble, 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say  was  never  consummated.  I  trust  it 
will  yet  be  done  at  no  distant  day  by  the  good  citizens  of 
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Sioux  City,  to  mark  the  grave  and  point  out  to  the  traveler 
the  spot  where  now  shimber  the  ashes  of  the  only  man  of 
Lewis  and  Clark's  expedition  who  died  during  their  long  and 
tedious  journey  of  three  years  up  the  Missouri  river,  and  of 
the  first  white  man  who  was  buried  in  the  northwestern 
country. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PIONEEES  OF  MAEION  COUNTY. 
CHAPTER  lY. 

Going  to  Mill — Tally's  Ford — Okigin  of  Koads — First 
Roads  Located — Returning  from  Mill. 

But  when  breadstufFs  were  needed,  they  had  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Old  Purchase,"  and  hauled,  mostly  by  ox  teams,  a 
distance  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  miles;  some  had  to  go  even 
as  far'  as  Burlington  to  get  a  supply  of  wheat  and  corn  and 
have  it  milled.  Wheat  could  be  had  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel ; 
cheap  enough  compared  with  present  prices,  but  dear  enough 
then,  considering  the  scarcity  of  money,  the  inferiority  of  the 
grain  and  the  distance  it  had  to  be  hauled.  Owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  means  of  threshing  and  cleaning  it,  wheat  was 
more  or  less  mixed  with  foreign  substances,  such  as  dirt,  smut 
and  oats.  The  price  of  corn  was  from  fifty  to  seventy-five 
cents  per  bushel.  It  was  mostly  bought  in  the  ear,  and 
shelled  by  the  purchaser  before  taking  it  to  mill.  Those  mills 
usually  resorted  to  were  at  Brighton,  Washington  county, 
and  at  Keosauqua  and  Bonaparte,  \^aii  Buren  county. 

But  the  difiicnlties  to  be  encountered  in  reacliing  these 
distant  places,  were  not  the  least  among  the  tribuLitions  en- 
dured by  the  pioneers  during  the  first  two  years  of  settlement. 
The  slow  mode  of  travel  by  ox  teams  was  made  still  slower 
by  the  almost  total  absence  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  such  a 
thing  as  a  ferry  was  hardly  even  dreamed  of.  In  dry  weather, 
common  sloughs  and  creeks  oflered  little  impediment  to  the 
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teamsters;  but  during  floods  and  the  breaking  up  of  winter, 
proved  exceedingl}^  troublesome  and  dangerous.  To  get 
"  stuck  "  in  some  mucky  slough,  and  be  thus  delayed  for  an 
hour  or  more,  was  no  uncommon  circumstance.  Often  a  rag- 
ing stream  would  blockade  the  way,  seeming  to  threaten  swift 
destruction  to  whoever  would  attempt  to  ford  it. 

To  those  living  south  of  the  Des  Moines,  Tally's  ford  was 
the  usual  place  of  crossing  that  river.  This  ford  was  at  what 
is  now  Bellefontaine,  a  little  east  of  the  county  line.  During 
low  water,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  fording;  but  when 
it  was  too  deep  for  this,  the  means  of  getting  over  were  cer- 
tainly trying  to  any  wayfaring  man.  The  only  ferry-boat 
was  a  small  canoe.  Wagons  had  to  be  unloaded  and  taken 
to  pieces,  and  both  they  and  their  loads  shipped  in  small  car- 
goes at  a  voyage,  till  all  were  over;  then  the  teams  had  to  be 
unha:  nessed  or  unyoked  and  made  to  swim,  the  horses  being 
led  by  the  halter  at  the  side  of  the  canoe,  and  the  oxen  by  the 
horns.*  Sometimes  they  were  permitted  to  take  their  own 
course  in  swimming. 

An  "  old  settler,"  to  whose  "  sketches  "  we  are  indebted  for 
these  statements,  speaks  thus  eulogistically  of  the  disinter- 
ested generosity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tally,  who  kept  the  ferry : 

"  In  this  work  the  early  settlers  were  much  indebted  to  the 
kind  assistance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tally,  who  labored  faithfully 
for  their  accommodation,  usuall}^  without  adequate  compen- 
sation, and  frequently  without  any  whatever,  very  generously 
refusing  any  reward  for  their  timely  aid ;"  and  also  acknowl- 
edges, for  himself  and  others,  "  a  debt  of  grotitude  for  favors 
bestowed  in  times  of  real  necessity ;"  for  the  good  Samaritan 
offices  of  this  worthy  couple  were  not  confined  to  the  ferry: 
in  cases  of  sickness,  or  want  in  other  respects,  they  were 
neighbors  to  all  within  their. reach.  It  is  therefore  due  to 
them  that  their  names  should  be  preserved  to  memory,  as 
among  the  benefactors  of  mankind  in  a  sphere  not  less  im- 

*Mr3.  Tally  has  been  known  to  lead  an  ox  by  tho  horna  whiUt  hor  husbanil  jnanftc;e(i 
th©  cauoG,  which  mast  certaiuly  bo  regarded  as  an  act  of  oxtraordiuary  heroism  fur  a 
l*dy. 
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portant  because  limited  to  a  locality.  Their  present  residence 
is  in  Decatur  county. 

With  regard  to  roads,  as  we  have  said,  there  was  nothing 
of  the  kind  worthy  the  name.  Indian  trails  were  common, 
but  they  were  unfit  to  travel  on  with  vehicles.  They  are  de- 
Bcribed  as  mere  paths,  about  two  feet  wide,  all  that'  was 
required  to  accommodate  the  single-file  manner  of  Indian 
traveling.  Riding,  or  walking  in  companies,  it  seems  to 
have  ever  been  a  national  custom  with  them  to  follow  each 
other  singly. 

An  interesting  theory  respecting  the  origin  of  the  routes 
now  pursued  by  many  of  our  public  highways,  is  given  in  a 
speech  made  by  Thomas  Benton,  many  years  ago.  It  pos- 
sesses a  spice  of  romance,  which,  however,  does  not  render  it 
a' whit  less  probable.  Indeed,  the  truth  of  it  is  practically 
demonstrated  in  many  instances.  He  says  the  buffaloes  were 
the  first  road  engineers,  and  the  paths  trodden  by  them  were, 
as  a  matter  of  convenience,  followed  by  the  Indians,  and  last- 
ly by  the  whites,  with  such  improvements  and  changes  as 
were  found  necessary  for  civilized  modes  of  travel.  It  is  but 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  those  monster  beasts,  the  buffaloes, 
would  instinctively  choose  the  most  practicable  routes  and 
fords  in  their  migrations  from  one  pasture  to  another.  Then 
the  Indians,  following,  possessed  of  about  as  much  enterprise 
as  their  predecessors,  the  bufl^aloes,  made  no  improvements, 
and  were  finally  driven  from  the  track  by  those  who  would. 

Among  the  many  roads  in  this  county  known  to  be  only 
Indian  trails  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  is  one 
from  Red  Rock  to  Knoxville,  and  those  traversing  the  bot- 
toms on  either  side  of  the  river  above  and  below  Red  Rock. 
Under  the  cliffs  south  of  the  river,  above  town,  this  trail  was 
so  narrow  as  to  barely  permit  the  passage  of  a  horseman  be- 
tween the  bayou  and  the  rocky  wall.  Would  it  be  a  great 
stretch  of  the  imagination  to  suppose  that  these  paths  were 
made  and  trodden  by  thousands  of  bulialoes  passing  and  re- 
passing between  pastures,  long  before  the  Indians  came  to 
drive  them  from  their  haunts?    If  eo,  R-ed  Rock  must  have 
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been  their  fording  place  hundreds,  if  not  more  than  a  thou- 
sand years  ago.  So,  perliaps,  were  the  other  fords  that  liave 
since  been  in  use.  The  imagination  miglit  here  paint  a  wild 
scene:  Standing  upon  the  abrupt  bank  of  the  river  at  Eed 
Rock,  on  some  sultry  summer  day  when  the  air  is  still,  and 
the  clear,  shallow  water  moves  slowly  down  the  sand-mar- 
gined channel,  our  ears  catch  a  low,  rumbling  sound  like  that 
of  distant  thunder,  only  continuous,  and  each  moment  grow, 
ing  more  distinct,  mingled  with  the  lowings  of  the  herd. 
Suddenly  a  grand  ■  panorama  bursts  upon  our  astonished 
vision.  Emerging  from  the  thick  forest,  crowding  each  other 
as  though  driven  by  fright,  or  impelled  by  heat  and  thirst, 
comes  the  immense  multitude,  and  without  a  moment's  halt 
in  their  peculiar  rolling  gait,  down  they  plunge  over  the  worn 
sandy  bank  and  into  the  river,  where  they  assuage  their  thirst 
and  lash  the  waters  about  them  as  a  protection  against  annoy- 
ing insects.  Then  the  advance  passes  on  as  the  rear  presses 
it,  and  it  soon  disappears.  Thus  for  hours  they  continue  to 
move;  and  if  we  grow  wearj^  of  what  may  at  length  become  a 
monotonous  scene,  we  may  exchange  it  for  another  equally  if 
not  more  imposing,  by  stepping  out  upon  the  open  prairie,  a 
few  miles  northward,  where  we  lind  it  almost  covered  by  the 
vast  herd,  who  have  sought  it  as  a  pasture  after  having  ex- 
hausted some  other  range. 

Whilst  speaking  of  roads,  it  maybe  deemed  proper,  though 
at  the  risk  of  being  considered  tedious,  to  state  that  the  first 
county  road  that  we  have  any  record  of  as  being  legally  estab- 
lished, was  established  in  1845,  and  is  thus  described  in  the 
petition  asking  for  it :  "  To  commence  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Nicholson,  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  so  as  to 
strike  John  Conrey's  claim  near  the  south-west  corner  of  it; 
thence  by  the  nearest  and  best  route  to  Xnoxville."  View- 
ers, John  T.  Pierce,  Eeuben  S.  Lowry  and  Garret  Clark; 
surveyor,  Isaac  B.  Power.  The  next  one  was  petitioned  for 
in  January,  1816,  and  is  described  to  run  "from  ]\lcPherson's, 
hy  way  of  Durham's  ford,  to  Knoxville ;"  and  the  next  related 
to  the  "relocation  of  a  territorial  road  where  it  crosses  the 
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lake  in  Lake  Prairie ;  tlience  to  tlie  termination  of  it."  About 
tlie  same  year  the  road  from  Red  Eock,  via  Burcli's  mill,  to 
Knoxville  was  established.  The  want  of  technicality  in  the 
descriptions  of  these  roads  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
country  had  not  yet  been  sectionized,  which  was  not  done  till 
1840-7,  and  then  only  so  far  as  the  west  line  of  that  part  of  the 
purchase  open  to  settlement  in  1843,  as  described  in  the  intro- 
ductory ;  therefore  the  points  named  in  the  descriptions  were 
the  best  known  of  any  that  could  be  named.  Several  more 
road  transactions  followed  these,  but  they  are  not  of  sufficient 
interest  to  record  here.  It  was  not  until  a  much  later  period 
than  this  chapter  is  mainly  intended  to  treat  of,  that  road 
matters  began  to  be  looked  after  with  any  considerable  in- 
terest. Next  in  importance  to  the  possession  of  a  homestead 
was  a  good  and  convenient  Avay  to  pass  to  and  from  it ;  and 
its  importance  became  greater  as  the  country  increased  in 
population,  villages  and  cities  sprang  into  being,  and  the 
lands  around  them  began  to  be  fenced  into  farms. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  when  the  early  set-.." 
tiers  were  compelled  to  make  those  long  and  difficult  trips  to 
mill,  a  portion  of  the  way  to  be  traversed  was  on  the  prairie, 
between  Oskaloosa  and  Blue  Point,  a  stretch  of  about  forty 
miles,  where  there  was  not  a  house.  During  the  summer, 
when  grass  was  plentiful,  the  passage  of  this  comparative 
desert  could  be  made  without  much  difficulty,  by  traveling 
till  night,  then  camping  out  and  feeding  the  teams  on  the 
range;  but  in  winter,  an  attempt  to  cross  it,  without  sufficient 
time  to  do  so  by  daylight,  was  attended  with  no  little  danger. 
The  road  was  too  obscure  to  be  safely  followed  at  night,  and 
there  was  no  object  in  the  dim  horizon  to  guide  the  traveler 
in  any  certain  direction.  Though  tlie  utmost  economy  of  time 
was  necessary  for  persons  going  so  far  to  mill,  and  who  had 
families  at  home  to  feed,  they  were  compelled  to  time  their 
travel  so  as  to  stay  a  night  at  either  of  the  points  above 
named  going  or  coming. 

When  the  goal  was  at  last  reached,  after  a  week  or  more  of 
toilsome  travel,  attended  by  more  or  loss  exposui*o,  the  dct^iile 
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of  some  of  which  we  propose  to  give  in  other  chapters,  and 
the  poor  man  was  impatient  to  be  soon  on  his  return  with  the 
needed  stafT  of  lile,  he  was  often  shocked  with  the  informa- 
tion that  his  turn  would  come  in  a  week.  Then  he  must  look 
about  for  some  means  to  save  expenses,  and  he  was  luckj 
who  could  find  employment  at  whatever  he  could  do  bj  the 
day  or  by  the  job.  Then,  wlien  his  turn  came,  he  had  to  be 
on  hand  to  bolt  his  Hour,  as  in  those  days  the  bolting  machine 
was  not  an  attached  part  of  the  other  mill  machinery.  This 
done,  the  anxious  soul  was  ready  to  endure  the  trials  of  a  re- 
turn trip,  his  heart  more  or  less  concerned  about  the  affairs  of 
home;  and,  as  this  feeling  increased,  the  miles  seemed  to 
grow  longer,  and  the  journey  proportionately  tedious. 

These  milling  trips  often  occupied  from  three  weeks  to 
more  than  a  month  each,  and  were  attended  with  an  expense, 
one  way  or  another,  that  rendered  the  cost  of  bread-stuff  ex- 
tremely high.  If  made  in  the  winter,  when  more  or  less 
grain  feed  was  required  for  the  team,  the  load  would  be 
found  so  considerably  reduced  on  reaching  home,  that  the 
cost  of  what  was  left,  adding  other  expenses,  could  be  safely 
estimated  at  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  bushel.  And 
these  trips  could  not  always  be  made  at  the  most  favorable 
season  for  traveling.  In  spring  and  summer  so  much  time 
could  hardly  be  spared  from  other  necessary  labor ;  yet,  for  a 
large  family,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  avoid  making  three 
or  four  trips  during  the  year. 

CHAPTEK  Y. 

An  Unpropitious  Season — Primitive  Mode  of  Cleaning 
Wheat — Dirty  Bread — Wolves  and  other  Beasts  of 
Prey — Failure  of  Crops — Better  Times  in  Prospect — 
Erection  of  First  Mill  in  the  County. 

The  winter  of  1843-4  was  one  of  great  severity  and  length, 
followed  by  a  late  spring.  The  Dos  Moines  river  remained 
closed  till  the  middle  of  April;  then,  about  the  last  of  May, 
heavy  rains  began  and  continued  till  the  middle  of  July,  so 
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that  what  couhi  be  planted  was  but  indifferently  cultivated. 
Finally  came  a  keen  September  frost  that  cut  short  what  was 
already  much  curtailed"  by  Late  planting  and  poor  cultivation. 
Some  wheat  had  been  sown,  but  it  not  only  yielded  poorly, 
but  was  more  or  less  affected  by  rust  and  smut ;  and.  owing 
to  the  rude  manner  of  threshing  and  cleaning  it,  it  btxjame 
compounded  with  a  grit  nut  pleasant  to  masticate  and  hard  to 
digest. 

As  the  time  may  come  when  the  simple  modes  of  thresh- 
ing and  cleaning  wheat  in  use  by  the  pioneers,  for  the  want 
of  better  means,  may  be  forgotten,  it  may  be  well  to  preserve 
a  description  of  them  here.  Possibly  it  may  never  be  needed 
as  a  recipe,  but  may  some  day  be  regarded  as  an  interesting 
scrap  of  history.  The  plan  was,  to  clean  off'  a  spot  of  ground 
of  a  necessaiy^  circumference,  and,  if  the  earth  was  dry, 
dampen  it  and  beat  it  so  as  to  render  it  somewhat  compact ; 
then  unbind  and  spread  the  sheaves  in  a  circle,  so  that  the 
heads  would  be  uppermost,  leaving  room  in  the  centre  to  be 
occupied  by  the  person  whose  business  it  is  to  stir  and  turn 
the  straw  in  the  process  of  threshing.  Then  bring  upon  it  as 
many  oxen  or  horses  as  could  conveniently  "swing  around 
the  circle,"  and  keep  them  thus  moving  till  the  wheat  was 
well  trodden  out.  After  several  "  floorings,"  or  layers,  were 
threshed,  the  straw  was  carefully  raked  off,  and  the  wheat 
shoveled  into  a  heap  to  be  cleaned.  This  was  sometimes 
done  by  waving  a  sheet  up  and  down  to  fan  out  the  chaff  as 
the  grain  was  dropped  before  it;  but  this  trouble  was  fre- 
quently obviated  by  the  strong  winds  of  autumn,  when  all 
that  was  needed  was  the  necessary  exposure  to  permit  the 
chaff  to  blow  away. 

By  such  imperfect  modes  of  preparing  the  grain  for  flour- 
ing, it  is  not  surprising  that  a  considerable  amount  of  black 
soil  got  mixed  with  it,  that  unavoidably  went  into  the  bread. 
This,  with  the  addition  of  smut,  often  rendered  it  so  dark  as  to 
have  less  the  appearance  of  bread  than  of  mud  ;  yet  upon  such 
diet  the  people  were  compelled  to  subsist  or  do  without;  and 
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it  may  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  tliis  wholesale  consumption 
of  dirt  did  not  result  in  an  epidemic. 

It  may  be  wortlij^  of  record  here,  that  in  those  days  the 
wheat  crop  was  much  more  subject  to  rust  tlian  it  is  now. 
The  reason  of  this  we  will  not  venture  to  give,  but  leave  it  to 
those  whose  experience  and  observation  much  better  qualifies 
them  to  do  so. 

Among  other  things  calculated  to  annoy  and  distress  the 
pioneers,  was  the  prevalence  of  wild  animals  of  prey,  the  most 
numerous  and  troublesome  of  which  was  the  wolf.  While  it 
was  true  in  a  figurative  sense,  that  it  required  much  care  and 
exertion  to  "keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,"  it  was  almost  as 
true  in  a  literal  sense.  There  were  two  species  of  these  ani- 
mals,— the  large,  black,  timber  wolf,  and  the  smaller  gray  wolf 
that  usually  inhabited  the  prairie.  At  first  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible for  a  settler  to  keep  small  stock  of  any  kind  that  would 
serve  as  prey  for  these  ravenous  beasts.  Sheep  w^ere  not 
deemed  safe  property  till  years  later,  when  their  enemies  were 
supposed  to  be  nearly  exterminated.  Large  numbers  of 
wolves  were  destroyed  during  the  first  two  or  three  years  of 
settlement, — as  many  as  fifty  in  a  day,  in  a  regular  wolf  hunt. 
When  they  were  hungry,  which  was  not  uncommon,  particu- 
larly during  winter,  they  were  too  indiscreet  for  their  own 
safety,  and  would  often  approach  within  easy  shot  of  a  dwell- 
ing. At  certain  seasons  their  wild,  plaintive  yelping  would  be 
beard  in  all  directions,  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  creating  an 
intense  excitement  among  the  dogs  whose  barking  and  howling 
added  much  to  the  dismal  melody.  It  has  been  found  by  exper- 
iment that  but  one  of  the  canine  species,  the  hound,  lias  both  the 
fleetness  and  courage  to  cope  with  the  wolf.  Attempts  were 
often  made  to  take  them  with  the  common  cur;  but  this  ani- 
mal generally  proved  himself  totally  unreliable  for  such  ser- 
vice. So  long  as  wolf  would  run,  cur  would  follow ;  but  wolf, 
being  apparently  acquainted  with  the  character  of  his  pursuer, 
would  either  turn  and  place  himselt'in  a  combative  attitude, 
or  else  act  upon  the  principle  that  "  discretion  is  the  better 
part  of  valor,"  and  throw  himself  upon  his  back  in  token  of 
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surrender,  which  strategical  performance  would  so  win  upon 
the  generous  nature  of  Mr.  Cur  that  peace  was  instantly  made. 
Not  unfrequentlj  dogs  and  wolves  have  been  seen  playing  to- 
gether like  pups.  But  tlie  hound  was  never  known  to  recog- 
nize a  flag  of  truce;  his  baying,  when  upon  the  scent,  lluat 
sounds  like  music  to  the  sportsman's  ear,  seems  to  say no 
quarter !"  and  the  terrified  wolf  understands  it. 

Smaller  animals,  such  as  panthers,  lynxes,  wild-cats,  cata- 
mounts and  polecats,  were  also  sufficiently  numerous  to  be 
troublesome.  Qf  these,  as  well  as  of  the  wolf,  none  remain 
except  an  occasional  straggler  in  the  wildest  sections  of  the 
county,  where  they  may  still  find  a  hiding-place.  Wo  must 
except  the  polecat,  who  has  a  strong  proclivity  for  domesticat- 
ing himself  wherever  there  is  a  chicken-roost,  much  to  the  ab- 
horrence of  many  farmers'  wives,  who  claim  special  it*  not  ex- 
clusive proprietorship  of  the  feathered  stock  on  the  premises. 

We  think  it  hardly  fair  to  conclude  this  list  of  troubles  with- 
out mentioning  one  more  that  might  seem  too  insignificant  to 
be  noticed.  But  small  and  contemptible  as  the  mosquito  is, 
she  always  succeeds  in  attracting  attention,  and  often  very 
feelingly.  This  was  particularly  the  fact  during  the  early 
times  of  which  we  are  waiting,  when  they  came  up  in  such 
pestiferous  swarms,  demanding  blood  in  the  most  imperative 
tones,  that  at  times  neither  man  nor  beast  could  labor  or  rest 
comfortably,  except  under  the  protection  of  smoke.  Persons 
have  been  driven  from  the  field  by  their  unmerciful  charges. 
But  since  the  country  has  become  thickly  settled,  and  man}^  of 
the  ponds  and  water-courses  that  bred  them  drained,  or  dried 
up  by  cultivation,  these  little  tormentors  have  been  greatly  di- 
minished in  numbers. 

The  partial  failure  of  the  crop  of  the  summer  of  1844,  com- 
pelled many  to  resort  to  the  Old  Purchase  for  another  year's 
supply  of  provisions.  A  few  fortunate  ones  may  have  grown 
enough  and  some  to  s])are,  but  the  supply  came  far  short  of 
the  demand.  This  discouraging  circumstance,  togellier  witli 
others  already  but  briefly  described,  was  calcuLatcd  to  drive 
the  struggling  pioneers  from  their  purpose ;  but,  so  far  a*  we 
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know,  but  few  abandoned  their  new  homes  to  return  to  their 
old  ones.  With  all  their  hardships  and  discouragements  the 
country  possessed  attractions  thatiixed  their  choice,  and  a  for- 
tunate choice  it  eventually  proved  to  be. 

As  tliough  dame  fortune  had  repented  of  the  burdens  she 
had  imposed  upon  the  people,  and  was  now  seeking  to  make 
amends,  a  more  prosperous  state  of  things  began  with  the  win- 
ter of  lfe4:4:-5.  It  was  one  of  such  unusual  mildness  that  the 
ground  was  but  little  frozen  at  any  time,  and  plowing  could 
have  been  done  in  January.  Then  came  an  early  spring,  and 
grass  enough  in  April  for  grazing.  That  season  an  abundant 
crop  rewarded  the  labors  of  the  husbandman.  There  was  no 
more  dependence  on  the  Old  Purchase  for  grain,  though  it  was 
BtiJl  necessary  to  resort  to  those  distant  mills  to  get  it  ground. 

In  due  time,  however,  this  trouble  was  also  shortened  by 
the  erection  of  flouring  mills  in  Mahaska,  and  at  length  in  our 
own  county.  About  the  year  1844,  Duncan's  mill,  on  Skunk 
river,  north  of  Oskaloosa,  came  into  operation,  and  was  for 
several  years  the  most  convenient  flouring  mill.  Afterwards 
Warren's,  on  the  same  stream,  north  of  Pella,  shortened  the 
distance  materially.  Then  in  1 844  Andrew  Foster  built  a  saw 
mill  on  English  creek,  in  what  is  now  Clay  township,  to  which 
he  afterwards  added  an  apparatus  for  grinding  corn,  and  this 
proved  to  be  a  great  convenience  in  that  department  of  bread- 
stuff. To  throw  a  sack  of  corn  on  a  horse,  take  it  to  mill  and 
get  home  again  with  the  meal,  all  in  one  day,  v/as  the  begin- 
ning of  a  comparatively  happy  period  in  the  history  of  that 
settlement. 

About  the  same  time,  or  probably  at  a  little  earlier  date,  a 
Mr.  Babcock  erected  a  corn-cracker,"  near  the  present  site 
of  Bussing's  mill.  It  was  afterward  moved  to  Coalport. 
There  was  also  one  on  Cedar  creek,  built  and  owned  by  II. 
Haymaker;  and  in  1844  or  1845,  L.  J.  Burch  erected  one  on 
White  Breast,  that  still  stands  and  is  used  occasionally. 

Many  others,  both  for  sawing  and  grinding,  wore  erected  in 
various  parts  of  the  county,  at  later  dates.  But  the  most  of 
them  were  rudely  constructed,  designed  to  relieve  the  preBs- 
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ing  demands  of  their  neighborhoods.  Being  water  mills  thej 
could  not  be  run  at  all  seasons;  so,  when  better  accommoda- 
tions could  be  afforded,  they  were  abandoned,  and  some  of 
them  are  now  in  ruins.  Of  these  we  shall  speak  more  defi- 
nitely hei'eafter. 

Now,  with  an  increased  population  and  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  home  productions  and  machinery,  the  people  of  Marion 
county  began  to  deem  themselves  sufficiently  self-sustaining 
to  support  an  independent  municipality.  To  this  end  they 
applied  to  the  territorial  government  for  a  distinct  county  or- 
ganization and  a  name,  which  were  granted  in  the  year  1845. 
This  event  marks  an  epoch  in  its  history,  at  which  we  must 
close  this  chapter  for  the  purpose  of  noticing  other  important 
events  of  an  earlier  date,  after  which  we  shall  refer  to  it  again 
with  as  complete  an  account  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

(To  be  continued.) 


KOBEET  LUCAS,  THE  PIEST  GOVEENOE  OF  IOWA. 
We  publish  as  a  frontispiece  to  this  number  of  the  Annals, 
a  steel-engraved  portrait  of  Robert  Lucas,  the  first  governor 
of  Iowa.  To  those  of  our  readers  who  settled  in  Iowa  in  her 
territorial  days,  this  bare  announcement  will  be  sufiicient  to 
recall  the  romance  of  pioneer  life  as  it  existed  thirty  years 
ago,  before  railroads  and  telegraphs  were  in  requisition  to 
maintain  magnetic  sympathy  between  the  western  squatter 
and  his  eastern  kin.  Frontier  life,  such  as  it  was  then,  is  past 
and  gone  forever, — swept  away  b}^  modern  ingenuity  and  in- 
novation. The  log-heap  blazing  in  the  clearing,  the  ax-man's 
strokes  re-echoing  in  the  forest,  the  yoke-galled  ox  straining 
before  the  unhewn  log  which,  "like  a  wounded  snake,  draws 
its  slow  length  along,"  to  form  the  settler's  cabin,  the  log  house 
in  the  grove,  the  variegated  prairie  scene  of  fire,  llower  or 
flock,  the  lazy  Indian  strolling  over  the  trail  or  plying  the  ca- 
noe, the  prairie  sod-liouse, — these  and  the  like,  indeed  still 
have  a  transitory  existence,  but  arc  so  soon  erased  by  the  en- 
croachments of  impatient  civilization,  that  all  the  spice  of 
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primitive  life,  depending  so  much  for  its  charms  on  the  ro- 
mance of  danger  and  long-supported  privation,  has  taken  unto 
itself  wings  and  fled  forever. 

Kohert  Lucas,  the  subject  of  this  very  imperfect  sketch, 
was  the  fourth  son  and  ninth  child  of  William  and  Susannah 
Lucas,  and  was  born  April  1st,  3  781,  in  Jefferson  valley,  at 
Shepherdstown,  Jefferson  county,  Yirginia,  a  few  miles  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  where  his  ancestors  settled  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  ago.  His  father,  who  w\is  descended  from  AYilliam 
Penn,  was  born  January  18th,  1743,  and  his  mother,  of  Scotch 
extraction,  October  8th,  174-5.  They  w^ere  married  about  the 
year  1760,  and  reared  a  family  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
His  father,  who  had  served  as  a  captain  in  the  continental 
army  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  had  distinguished 
himself  at  the  battle  of  Bloody  Run,  emigrated  with  liis  fam- 
ily to  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  In  leaving  the  slave  state  of  Virginia  for  the 
free  embryo  commonwealth  of  Ohio,  wdiich  had  not  as  yet 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  elder  Lucas  performed  one 
of  those  noble  and  generous  acts  so  charactenstic  of  the  bet- 
ter class  of  those  who  were  bred  under  the  patriarchal  sys- 
tem in  the  olden  time.  He  freed  every  one  of  his  adult  slaves 
who  wished  to  remain  in  Yirginia,  and  provided  for  the 
younger  ones,  most  of  whom  he  took  with  him  to  Ohio,  till 
they  became  of  legal  age  and  able  to  support  themselves. 

The  early  education  of  Gov.  Lucas  was  obtained  chiefly  be- 
fore leaving  Yirginia,  from  an  old  Scotch  schoolmaster  named 
McMullen,  who  taught  him  mathematics  and  surveying,  the 
latter  affording  him  remunerative  employment  immediately 
upon  his  entrance  into  the  new  and  unchained  country  of  Ohio. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1810,  Gov.  Lucas  was  married  at  Forts- 
mouth,  the  county  seat  of  Scioto  county,  to  Elizabeth  Brown, 
who  died  Oct.  18th,  1812,  leaving  an  infant  daughter,  who 
etiil  survives  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  AEinerva  E.  B.  Sumner,  of 
West  Liberty,  Muscatine  county,  Iowa.  After  remaining  a 
widower  more  than  three  years,  he  gracefully  complied  with 
the  admonition,     It  is  not  good  for  man  to  bo  alone,"  by  form- 
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ing,  March  7th,  181G,  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  ; — this 
time  with  Friendly  A.  Sumner,  then  a  captivating  yonng  lady 
of  twenty  years,  a  native  of  Yerniont,  bnt  who  had  recently 
immigrated  to  Oliio  with  her  fiither's  family  from  Haverhill, 
Coos  county,  New  Hampshire,  and  who  still  survives  him, — a 
courtly,  portl}'^,  well-preserved,  hospitable  lady  of  seventy- 
fonr.  Of  this  marriage,  there  were  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  two  soils  and  two  daughters  are  living,  namely, 
Edward  W.  Lucas,  late  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  14th  Iowa 
volunteers,  Kobert  Lucas,  Mrs.  Susannah  F.  Smith  and  Miss 
Mary  Lucas,  the  former  of  whom,  with  a  history  similar  to 
that  of  the  earl}^  experience  of  his  father,  was  taken  prisoner 
with  his  regiment  by  the  confederates,  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  first  public  office  held  by  Gov.  Lucas  was  that  of  county 
"purveyor  of  Scioto  county,  the  commission  from  Gov.  Edward 
Tiffin,  of  Ohio,  appointing  him  such  (which  is  now  before  us) 
being  dated  December  26th,  1803,  when  Gov.  Lucas  was  in 
his  twenty-third  year,  and  the  certificate  of  the  associate  judge 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  Joseph  Lucas,  an  elder  brother, 
and  which  is  dated  January  3d,  1S04,  shows  that  more  than 
one  member  of  the  Lucas  family  were  people  of  standing  there 
in  that  day.  'On  the  16th  of  December,  1805,  Gov.  Lucas 
was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Tiffin,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Union  township,  Scioto  county,  for  three  years. 

His  first  military  appointment  was  that  of  lieutenant  of  mili- 
tia, also  from  Gov.  Tiffin,  and  dated  at  the  then  capital  of  Oliio, 
Chilicothe,  Nov.  14th,  1803,  authorizing  him  to  raise  twenty 
men  to  assist  in  filling  Ohio's  quota  of  five  hundred  volun- 
teers called  for  by  the  president  to  meet  an  expected  emer- 
gency in  the  anticipated  refusal  of  the  Spanish  officers  at  New 
Orleans  to  give  up  to  the  United  States  the  country  of  Louis- 
iana, ceded  to  them  by  the  French  republic,  and  which  con- 
gress had  authorized  the  president  to  take  possession  of.  His 
commission,  issued  subsequently,  was  as  lieutenant  of  the 
third  company  of  militia  in  the  county  of  Scioto,  first  brigade, 
Becond  divison,  and  was  dated  the  24th  of  May,  1804.  He 
was  subsequently  promoted  through  all  the  military  grades  to 
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major  general  of  Ohio  militia,  which  latter  promotion  was  con- 
ferred on  liim  in  1818. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812  found  Kobert  Lucas  a 
brigadier  general  of  Ohio  militia,  and  as  such  he  had  much 
to  do  with  raising  troops  and  encouraging  enlistments  for 
Gen.  Hull's  northwestern  army,  then  organizing  for  its  disas- 
trous march  to  Detroit  and  Canada.  About  the  same  time  he 
received  notice  of  his  appointment  as  captain  in  the  regular 
army,  and  afterwards  (July  Gth,  1812)  was  commissioned  and 
assigned  to  the  nineteen tli  infantry,  but  before  orders  or  as- 
signment reached  him  from  Washington,  he  had  obeyed  the 
command  of  Gov.  Meigs,  of  Ohio,  to  turn  out  of  his  brigade 
twelve  hundred  men  to  march  to  Detroit,  and  for  himself,  with 
a  company  of  men,  to  repair  to  Greenville  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  Indians,  and  subsequently  to  visit  Detroit  previ- 
ous to  the  army  marching.  Having  volunteered  his  services 
in  the  dangerous  capacity  of  a  scout,  he  started  with  minute 
instructions  from  Gov.  Meigs  and  Gen.  Hull,  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1812,  for  Detroit,  wdiere  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of  June, 
and  returning  met  the  army  in  the  wilderness,  to  pilot  it  back 
to  Detroit.  Gov.  Lucas's  elder  brother  Joseph,  whom  we  have 
before  noticed  as  figuring  as  an  associate  judge,  was  captain 
of  company  I,  in  Col.  McArthur's  regiment,  which  formed  a 
part  of  Hull's  army,  and  Gov.  Lucas  was  enrolled  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  company,  though  he  was  a  captain,  unassigned,  in 
the  regular  army.  But  his  chief  employment  was  that  of  a 
spy,  though  we  find  him  acting,  during  this  campaign,  in  va- 
rious capacities,  scouting,  spying,  carrying  a  musket,  heading 
the  rangers,  making  assaults,  reconnoitering,  bringing  up 
trains,  piloting  the  army,  &c.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1S12,  the 
main  part  of  Hull's  army,  with  Col.  Lewis  Cass  at  their  head, 
crossed  the  Detroit  river  into  Canada  opposite  Detroit,  and 
with  them  Gov.  Lucas,  who  yvas  one  of  the  first  of  the  invad- 
ing army  to  land  on  the  enemy's  soil.  From  July  IGth  to 
July  21st,  there  was  constant  skirmishing  between  the  Amer- 
ican and  British  forces,  especially  at  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Canaan,  five  miles  from  Maiden,  Canada,  where  a  lively  fight 
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occurred,  and  much  confusion  taking  place  in  the  American 
ranks,  many  of  tlie  men  called  on  Gov.  Lucas  to  take  the  com- 
mand, which  he  was  obliged  to  decline,  as  their  own  officers 
were  present. 

On  the  5th  of  August  of  the  same  year,  while  with  a  party 
which  was  escorting  the  mail,  and  going  to  meet  an  expected 
train  of  provisions,  when  thirteen  miles  from  Detroit,  an  at- 
tack from  treble  their  number  of  Indians  occurring,  and  a 
bloody  battle  ensuing.  Gov.  Lucas,  who  was  on  this  occasion 
mounted  and  in  command  of  a  part  of  the  force,  had  his  horse 
shot  mider  him. 

On  the  Yth  and  8th  of  August  Hull's  army  recrossed  the 
river,  and  on  the  16th  was  surrendered  to  the  British.  Previ- 
ous to  the  army  recrossing  the  strait.  Gov.  Lucas  had  received 
orders  from  his  proper  superior.  Col.  Miller,  of  the  regular 
army,  to  repair  to  Chilicothe  and  engage  in  recruiting  for  the 
regular  army,  but  Gen.  Hull  took  the  responsibility  of  counter- 
manding the  order,  saying  he  could  not  spare  him.  After  the 
capitulation  was  signed,  and  the  troops  ordered  into  the  Gar- 
rison to  stack  arms,  and  previous  to  the  British  taking  posses- 
sion, Lucas  learned  by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  that  the 
regulars  would  be  sent  by  their  captors  to  Quebec,  while  the 
volunteers  would  be  paroled  and  sent  home."  He  was  there 
fore  apprehensive  he  might  be  classified  as  a  regular  and  sent 
to  Quebec,  and  desired  to  make  his  escape,  which  he  did  by 
putting  his  sword  into  his  brother's  trunk,  exchanging  his  uni- 
form for  a  citizen's  dress,  and  going  into  the  town  before  the 
British,  who  marched  past  him,  but  without  recognizing  him, 
on  their  way  to  the  garrison,  took  possession.  He  walked 
about  the  town  taking  notes  of  what  was  transpiring,  for  some 

*  The  world  is  familiar  with  the  expedient  resorted  to  by  Gen.  Lewis  Cass,  who  was 
then  a  colonel,  to  uvnid  surrendering  his  sword.  Rut  in  doina;  thisi  he  on!}'  imitated 
what  others  of  inferior  rank  had  done  before  him.  Gov.  Lueas's  diary,  which  is  now  ho 
fore  us,  mentions  thnt  before  the  arrival  of  Cass,  wlio  was  not  with  the  main  army  at  the 
tin\e  of  the  formal  surrender,  but  absent  on  an  expedition,  from  which  he  returiu'd  to 
Detroit  the  day  after  the  i-apitulation,  several  soldiers  broke  their  muskets  and  on« 
subaltern  oi'Iioer  destroyed  his  sword,  to  prevent,  in  their  indignation,  having  to  sur- 
render them  to  t)io  British. 
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time,  and  then  stepped  aboard  the  Maria,  which  he  learned 
from  his  friend  Maj.  Denny,  wns  to  convey  the  vohmteers  to 
ClevcLand,  and  whicli  lie  found  b}^  a  suffocating  odor  was  bal- 
lasted with  hides  and  furs.  After  lying  at  anchor  opposite 
Detroit  two  days,  and  a  dangerous  passage  of  four  days,  Lu- 
cas landed  at  Cleveland  on  the  23d,  and  immediately  donned 
his  sword  and  uniform,  whicli  he  found  safe  in  his  brother's 
trunk,  that  had  come  along  with  the  rest  of  the  baggage,  and 
made  his  way  to  his  home  at  Portsmouth,  where  he  found  his 
wife  l3^ing  sick. 

This  ended  his  connection  with  Gen.  Hull,  except  to  appear 
as  a  witness  against  him,  by  order  of  the  president,  when  he 
was  arraigned  before  a  general  court  martial  whicli  convened 
at  Philadelphia  February  25th,  1813,  Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hamp- 
ton acting  as  president,  and  Alex.  James  Dallas  as  judge 
advocate. 

By  the  terms  of  his  commission  as  captain  in  the  regular 
array,  he  took  rank  from  the  6th  of  Jul}^,  1812,  and  resigned 
his  commission  as  such  January  2d,  1813,  because  of  its  ac- 
companying duties  being  incompatible  with  affairs  he  had  un- 
dertaken as  a  military  officer  of  Ohio,-  in  which  capacity  he 
thought  he  could  render  the  country  better  service  than  in  tlie 
contracted  sphere  of  a  company  officer.  liis  resignation  was 
accepted,  but  he  was  very  soon  afterwards  appointed  a  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  and  subsequently  colonel,  in  the  regular  army, 
but  again  receiving  orders  which  he  conceived  to  be  inconsis- 
tent with  higher  duties,  he  again  resigned. 

The  civil  employments  to  which  Gov.  Lucas  was  called  by 
the  executive  or  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio  were  many 
and  some  of  them  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  that  commonwealth. 
AVe  have  already  referred  to  his'appointment  by  tlie  Governor 
to  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  county  surveyor.  At 
the  time  of  his  second  marriage  in  ISIG,  lie  was  and  had  been 
for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Ohio  legislature,  serving  suc- 
cessively for  nineteen  years  in  one  or  the  other  branch  of 
Ohio's  general  assembly,  and  in  the  course  of  his  legislative 
■career  presiding  over  first  one  and  then  the  other  branch.  In 
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1820  and  again  in  1S28,  lie  was  elected  one  of  the  presiden- 
tial electors  of  Ohio.  In  May  1832,  at  BaUimore,  Maryland, 
he  presided  ovei*  tlie  lirst  democratic  national  convention, — 
that  which  nominated  x\.ndrcw  Jackson  for  his  second  term  as 
president,  and  ]\Iartin  Yan  Ihiren  for  vice  president.  In 
1832  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Oliio,  and  re-elected  in'1834: 
(defeating  Daj'ins  L^'inan,  who  j'an  on  the  anti-ninsonic  ticket), 
and  declined  a  third  nomination  for  the  same  office. 

It  was  while  he  filled  the  execntive  chair  that  the  pei'plex- 
ing  and  angry  controversy  arose  between  Ohio  and  Michigan 
concernin<^  the  boundary  line  between  these  states,  and  it  is 
a  singular  coincidence  that  duiing  Gov.  Lucas's  administra- 
tion as  Governor  of  Iowa,  the  very  same  controversy,  as  we 
shall  hereafter  see,  should  have  arisen  between  Iowa  and  Mis- 
souri, to  be  settled  linally,  as  was  that  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan, according  to  the  claims  and  views  of  Gov.  Lucas. 

Gov.  Lucas's  early  residence,  as  we  have  before  mentioned, 
was  at  Portsmouth,  Scioto  county.  From  here,  in  1810,  he 
removed  to  Piketon,  Pike  county,  which  continued  to  be  his 
home  till  his  removal  to  Iowa  in  1838. 

(To  be  contimujd.) 


EEPORT  OF  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  MAJOB  GENEEAL  STERILITG 
PPJOE  m  OOTOEER  AND  NOVEMBER,  1864. 

WAsmNGTON  City,  D.  C,  January  2Sth,  1870. 

Sir: — I  am  requested  hj  Inspector  General  Ed.  S.  Sclirirer,  to  inform 
you  that  by  direction  of  Gen.  Wm.  W.  Belknap,  Secretary  of  War,  a  co})y  of 
the  official  report  of  Major  General  S.  II.  Curtis  of  his  last  campaign  against 
General  Sterling  Price  in  1804,  has  been  ccpied  from  the  records  of  the 
War  Department  and  forwarded  to  your  address  b}'  express,  for  publica- 
tion in  tlie  Annals. 

By  this  action  of  General  Belknap  a  vahiable  contribution  to  the  war 
history  of  Iowa  ofliccrs  and  soldiers  has  lu^en  si'cured,  and  one  which  lias 
hitherto  remained  unpubli>hed.  At  tlio  time  G-  neral  Curtis  couii.lrted 
the  manuscript  of  this  report  aiul  transmitted  it  to  the  War  Department, 
the  events  which  it  describes  were  already  old.    I,ce  had  but  recently  sur- 
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rendered,  and  the  press  was  crowded  with  the  closing  details  of  the  war. 
Hence  the  report  has  hitherto  escaped  publicity  as  news,  until  it  is  now 
for  the  first  time  to  appear  in  print  as  history. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SAM'L  PRENTIS  CURTIS. 
F.  Lloyd,  :M.  D.,  Editor  Annals  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Kansas,  / 
Fort  Leavenworth,  January,  1865.  j 

General  :  I  present  a  general  and  full  report  of  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  my  recent  campaign  against  the 
rebel  General  Sterling  Price,  believing  the  dangers,  incidents, 
conflicts  and  final  success,  deserve  a  special  record. 

The  former  conflicts  which  I  have  liad  with  Price's  force, 
made  me  familiar  with  his  purpose,  often  declared  to  his  fol- 
lowers, of  makine:  another  effort  to  establish  himself  on  the 
Missouri  river. 

His  recent  success  on  the  Red  river  and  at  Camden,  in  Ar- 
kansas, inspired  him  with  new  energies,  and  induced  him  to 
attempt  this  design,  by  following  up  his  campaign  through 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  by  operating  through  i\Lissouri  and 
Kansas.  He  therefore  moved  northward  through  Arkansa-, 
with  an  army  of  about  fifteen  thousand  men  and  twenty  pieces 
of  artillery,  augmenting  his  forces  by  conscripting  and  by 
voluntary  acquisitions  induced  by  a  prospect  of  plunder  and 
revenge.  His  force  was  all  mounted,  and  except  his  conscripts, 
very  well  equipped. 

I  had  taken  most  of  m}^  troops  far  west  of  the  Missouri  border, 
vrhere  I  had  been  in  pursuit  of  Indians  on  the  plains,  and  I 
had  ordered  Maj.  Gen.  Blunt  to  continue  the  search  beyond 
Port  Lamed,  returning  myself  to  these  headquarters  on  the 
17th  of  Septoiiiber,  18Gi.  Most  of  my  forces  were  theiefore 
engaged  in  jictive  operations  several  hundred  miles  west  of 
the  portion  of  Kansas  threatened  by  Price's  movfuients. 

On  the  day  of  my  arrival  I  telcgrapod  yourself,  Gen.  Rose- 
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craiis  find  Gov.  Carney,  the  substances  of  the  dispatclies 
concerning  Price's  movements  wliich  I  found  on  my  table, 
from  Gen.  Thayer  and  otlicrs  on  the  Arkansas,  "that  Gen. 
Price  with  15,000  men  liad  crossed  tlie  Arkansas  river  near 
Dardanelle,"  and  suggested  to  the  governor  that  I  might 
''again  have  to  ask  the  mihtia  of  southern  Kansas  to  ai'd  in 
checking  rebel  approaches." 

Some  field  works  had  been  erected  on  the  eastern  border 
of  Kansas,  and  I  directed  these  to  be  armed  and  others  imme- 
diately constructed,  making  the  towns  of  Lawrence,  Olathe, 
Paola,  and  Fort  Scott,  much  more  secure  against  raids,  and 
therefore  allowing  me  to  use  volunteers  and  militia  that  would 
otherwise  be  needed  to  guard  these  places  against  bushwhack- 
ers. I  also  sent  orders  to  Gen.  Blunt  to  stop  his  pursuit  of 
Indians  and  come  with  all  possible  speed  with  such  troops  as 
could  be  spared,  to  Council  Grove,  so  as  to  be  available  against 
rebel  invasion. 

The  2d  Colorado  regiment,  stationed  in  the  edge  of  Mis- 
souri, headquarters  at  Kansas  City,  had  been  ordered  to  re- 
port to  me,  but  at  the  request  of  Gen.  Posecrans,  and  in  view 
of  their  convenient  location,  I  allowed  them  to  remain  where 
they  were.  The  15th,  IGth,  and  11th  Kansas  regiments  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  and  fractions  of  the  3d  Wisconsin,  were  dis- 
tributed in  south  east  Kansas,  convenient  for  concentration  at 
any  time  and  place. 

The  battallion  of  Col.  Drake's  one  hundred  day  men,  whose 
time  was  nearly  out,  and  a  portion  of  a  now  negro  battery, 
all  amounting  to  about  four  thousand  men,  was  about  all  the 
available  volunteers  that  I  could  command.  Fortunately,  I 
Lad  a  large  number  of  mountain  howitzers  attached  to  my  cav- 
alry regiments,  and  also  three  or  four  batteries  of  field  guns, 
which  were  ordered  forward  and  in  readiness,  so  that  in  view 
of  the  coming  crisis,  I  had  upwards  of  thirty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery ready  for  any  field,  and  so  equipped  as  to  move  with  the 
usual  rapidity  of  cavalry.  Heavy  siege  guns  were  distributed 
and  well  arranged  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Leavenworth,  Law- 
rence, Olathe,  Paola  and  Fort  Scott. 
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These  preparatory  arrangements  were  in  full  progress  when 
I  received  your  di6j)atch  of  the  24th  September,  directing  me 
that  all  my  available  force  iiot  required  against  western  Indi- 
ans should  be  thrown  south  on  the  Fort  Scott  routes,  and  add- 
ing:— "  Largo  reinforcements  have  been  sent  to  the  Arkansas 
to  cut  ofl^  the  enemy's  retreat." 

My  reply  to  you  dated  the  26th  September,  informing  you 
that  "  my  main  dependence  must  be  on  militia  if  Price's  force 
come  westward,"  was  predicated  on  the  well-founded  supposi- 
tion that  I  could  not- draw  troops  from  the  remote  districts  of 
my  command  (Upper  Arkansas,  Colorado  or  JSTebraska)  in 
time  to  meet  the  probable  crisis  arising  from  Price's  onward 
march.  Fortunately  I  had,  through  the  active  exertions  of 
Gov.  Carney,  secured  and  distributed  arms  and  equipments 
for  a  large  portion  of  the  militia. 

But  another  difficulty  presented  itself.  The  whole  country 
was  engaged  in  the  great  national  and  state  political  campaign, 
the  very  crisis  of  which  seemed  to  culminate  with  Price's 
progress  through  Missouri.  Motives,  measures  and  men,  were 
all  distrusted.  The  senators  and  governor  and  people,  com- 
manding, composing  and  controlling  this  militia  reserve,  were 
all  fiercely  engaged  in  this  political  strife.  Iso  time  for  using 
the  militia  could  be  more  unfavorable.  The  ballot-box,  not 
the  bayonet,  was  the  weapon  sought  by  the  militia,  and  it  re- 
quired the  greatest  exertions  to  draw  attention  of  officers 
and  men  from  the  political,  to  the  military  necessities  of  the 
hour.  The  work  of  organizing,  arming  and  mobilizing  an 
army  in  thirty  days,  under  these  circumstances,  was  therefore 
a  most  difficult  and  perplexing  duty,  requiring  the?  exercise  of 
responsibilities  which  I  hope  will  receive  the  approval,  or  in- 
dulgence of  my  superiors,  to  whom  I  reported  by  telegraph 
almost  daily. 

The  enemy  steadily  advanced  from  his  crossing  of  the  Ar- 
kansas on  the  8th  of  September,  moving  north-east  through 
the  slate,  striking  the  rich  valley  of  Black  river,  where  he  in- 
creased and  im])roved  his  forces  by  devastating  that  region 
ot  country.    Following  up  that  valley  through  Pocahontas,  he 
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entered  Missouri  near  the  south-east  corner,  and  moved  north 
through  the  Iron  mountain  defiles,  meetinp^  no  resistance  until 
he  reached  the  vicinity  of  Pilot  Knob,  Missouri.  Here,  on 
the  2Sth  of  September,  he  met  a  gallant  resistance  by  Gen. 
Ewing,  who  repulsed  his  attack  on  the  fort  nt  Pilot  Knob, 
but  subsequently  evacuated  and  fell  back,  allowing  Price  to 
move  on  to  Franklin  and  AVashiugton,  striking  the  Missouri 
river  at  the  latter  place. 

This  intelligence  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy  came  to  me 
through  Maj.  Gen.  Kosecrans,  commander  of  tlie  department 
of  the  Missouri,  Gen.  Thayer,  Avho  commanded  at  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  and  also  from  scouts  sent  out  by  Col.  Blair,  who 
commanded  at  Fort  Scott,  keeping  me  fully  informed. 

During  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  was  annoyed 
by  a  rebel  approach  under  General  Gano,  who  came  within 
seventy  miles  of  my  southern  line  with  a  large  force,  and 
captured  a  large  train  at  Cabin  creek,  belonging  to  Gen. 
Steele's  department.  The  Indians  on  the  plai..s  also  con- 
tinued to  occupy  my  troops  on  the  overland  routes,  and  alarm 
the  people  throughout  the  territories  and  western  portion  of 
Kansas.  As  the  enemy  at  Washington,  on  the  Missouri,  had 
reached  the  turning  point  of  his  notliern  movement  (cross- 
ing the  Missouri  not  being  rational),  leaving  most  of  our  fed- 
eral forces  in  his  rear  and  right  flank,  his  movement  west- 
ward towards  my  department  seemed  inevitable. 

Gen.  Kosecrans  was  reinfoi-ccd  by  troops  under  Gen.  ]\lower, 
Gen.  Smith,  and  hundred  day  regiments  from  Illinois,  but 
all  these  being  on  the  other  side  of  Price,  the  greater  their 
number  the'  more  certain  and  expeditious  would  be  the  move- 
ment towards  my  department.  The  crisis  as  to  the  direction 
of  the  enemy's  movement  occurred  about  the  2d  of  October, 
and  I  telegraphed  Col.  Ford,  who  occupied  the  district  of 
Kansas  City  (and  therefore  my  iront  in  view  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy),  to  send  forward  scouts  and  keep  in  constant 
intercourse  with  Gen.  Brown,  whose  (hstrict  extended  down 
the  Missouri,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  river.  On  the 
same  day  I  was  informed  that  Gen.  Fisk  had  moved  from  the 
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north  side  with  a  considerable  force  to  save  Jefferson  City 
from  the  enemy.  On  the  d-th  I  received  the  following  dispatch 
from  Gen.  Brown  : — 

Jefferson  City,  2:50  P.  M.,  October  4th,  18G4. 

Ma  J.  Gen.  Curtis  : 

The  rebels  are  on  the  road  between  me  and  St.  Louis,  and  have  cut  off" 
all  couiDiunications.  They  attacked  Ilernvcin  last  evening  and  liad  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  They  have  captured  railroad  train  and  tlirce  loco- 
motives. It  is  said  they  also  ca})tured  four  stejim  ferry-boats.  If  you  sup- 
port me  it  must  be  by  direct  movement  down  the  river  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble. Am  doing  all  I  can  to  be  ready  to  defend  the  place,  but  the  situation 
is  bad.  I  want  infantry  and  artillery.  The  rebels  have  a  large  force.  The 
appearances  are  that  the  enemy  are  moving  up  the  river, 

E.  B.  BROWN,  Brig.  Gen. 

At  3:55  P.  M.  he  added  that  "Gen.  Fisk's  commands  are 
moving  to  my  support;  Avhcn  he  arrives  I  shall  have  six 
thousand  men  and  eiglit  small  pieces  of  artillery."  I  tele- 
graphed this  intelligence  through  various  routes  to  Geh.  Itose- 
crans,  but  lines  being  down  could  get  no  intelligence  through. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  Gen.  Brown,  that  "  Price 
should  be  checked  at  the  Gasconade  river  bridges,  and  boats 
on  the  Gasconade  and  Osage  should  be  beyond  all  possible  use 
to  him.  Destroying  an  eastern  span  of  railroad  bridge  may 
be  necessary.  River  too  low  and  boats  too  scarce  for  my 
movements.  Pains  will  raise  streams  and  Price  must  be  cap- 
tured. Do  not  allow  your  force  to  be  captured.  If  too  small, 
better  fall  back,  but  stand  as  long  as  you  can  safely.'* 

On  the  5th  of  October,  learning  that  Price  had  crossed  the 
Gasconade,  I  wrote  the  Governor  of  Kansas,  urging  the  im- 
mediate call  of  the  militia,  which  letter  was  subsequently 
made  part  of  his  proclamation,  and  w^ill  be  set  out  in  this 
report. 

CHAPTER  11. 

Movement  to  Feel  and  Embarrass  the  Enemy. 

Gen.  Fisk  advised  me  of  his  junction  with  Gen.  Prown  at 
'^^cll'orson  City  on  the  5th  of  October,  and  also  desired  me  to 
send  him  a  battery.    On  the  Gth  he  reported  his  advance,  iu 
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skirmishing  had  met  with  some  loss,  and  the  enemy  was  com- 
ing forward.    Gen.  Rosecrans  telegraphed  as  follows  : — 

IlEADQUARTims,  St.  Louis,  Oct.  6tb,  18G4. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis  : 

You  will  wish  to  know  our  latest.  Ewing  blew  up  Pilot  Knob  and 
made  good  retreat  to  Rolla  with  his  battery,  losing  only  killed,  wounded 
and  stragglers  by  the  way.  Price^was  roi)orted  crossing  the  Gasconade  yes- 
terday, on  the  old  stage  road  to  Jetlersou  City.  i\IcNeil  and  Sanborn, 
finding  their  aim,  moved  their  mounted  forces  to  Jefferson  City,  and  will 
hurt  Price  directly. 

W.  S.  KOSECRANS,  Maj.  Gen. 

Col.  Chester  Harding,  wnth  four  hundred  and  hfty  men,  ar- 
rived from  St.  Joseph  on  steamer  "West  Wind,  and  I  directed 
Maj.  S.  S.  Curtis  to  take  the  steamboat  Benton  and  assist  in 
the  effort  to  get  this  force  forward,  reconnoitre  the  country 
and  bring  away  stores  from  Lexington. 

All  boats  were  directed  to  protect  their  pilot,  houses  and 
engineer's  rooms,  and  these  boats  were  especially  guarded  and 
directed  to  move  with  great  caution  if  they  proceeded  below 
Kansas  City,  which  they  did.  This  movement  was  retarded 
by  low  water,  and  rebel  force  in  front  checked  their  further 
progress  at  Glasgow,  where  Col.  Harding  took  the  command 
and  tried  to  hold  the  position.  Meantime  the  enemy  moving 
west  of  Glasgow,  Maj.  Curtis,  with  the  Benton  and  a  few 
soldiers  and  the  crew,  fought  their  way  back,  reporting  the 
position  and  progress  of  Price's  arfuy.  The  report  of  Maj. 
Curtis  marked  "  A,"  shows  the  thrilling  incidents  of  this  ex- 
pedition, when  several  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  we  saved  the  boat  and  crew  with  only  one  man  wounded. 

On  the  7th  I  received  the  following  from  Gen.  Fisk : — 

Jefferson  City,  October  7th,  1SG4. 

Maj.  Gen.  Curtis: 

"Wo  have  fought  the  enemy  sharply  from  the  ]\roreau  bridge  on  the  Bol- 
ton Ferry  road,  doing  them  considerable  damage.  Our  loss  as  yet  incon- 
siderable. We  are  withdrawing  into  the  trenches.  A  large  force  investing. 
No  news  of  reinforcements.  Yv  ill  give  them  the  best  light  we  can,  and 
may  God  give  us  victory. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK,  Brig.  Gen. 
On  the  8th  I  wrote  Gov.  Carney,  iu*ging  the  proclamation 
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calling  out  the  militia.  He  Lad  personally  nrg-ed  the  reasona- 
ble prohability  that  the  force  under  Gen.  Rosecrans  would  be 
sufficient  to  overwhelm  I^-ice  before  he  could  reach  us,  and 
very  earnestly  hoped  that  the  great  expense  and  inconvenience 
of  a  general  call  of  the  Kansas  people  might  be  averted.  But 
the  advance  of  Price  continued,  leaving  Jefferson  City  on  his 
flank,  without  any  great  effort  to  take  the  gallant  troops  that 
held  it,  and  on  the  9th  of  October  the  governor  of  Kansas 
issued  his  proclamation,  which  I  immediately  promulgated  in 
the  following:  f^eneral  orders : — 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Kansas, 
Port  Leavenworth,  October  9,  3  8G4.  f 

General  Order  \ 
M.  58.  \ 

Governor  Carney  has  issued  a  proclamation  calling. out  the  militia  of  the 
State,  as  follows : — 

PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

State  op  Kansas,  Executive  Department,  ) 
TopEKA,  October  8,  18G4.  f 

The  state  is  in  peril.  Price  and  his  rebel  hosts  tlireaten  it  with  inva- 
sion. Kansas  must  be  ready  to  hurl  them  back  at  an}'  cost.  The  necessity 
is  urgent.  The  extent  of  that  necessity,  the  subjoined  communication 
from  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis. to  me  will  establish : — 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Kansas.  { 
Fort  Leavenworth,  October  5th,  18G4.  j 
His  Excellency,  Gov.  Thomas  Carney  :— 

The  rebel  forces  under  Gen.  Price  have  made  a  further  advance  west- 
ward, crossing  the  Gasconade,  and  are  now  at  the  railroad  bridge  on  the 
Osage,  about  fifteen  miles  beloAv  Jcfterson  City.  Large  federal  forces  about 
St.  Louis  and  below,  tend  to  drive  him  towards  Kansas.  Other  motives 
also  will  induce  his  fiendish  followers  to  seek  spoils  and  vengeance  in  this 
state.  To  prevent  this  and  join  in  efforts  to  expel  these  invaders  from 
the  country,  I  desire  that  you  will  call  out  the  entire  militia  force  M  ith 
their  best  arms  and  ammunition,  for  a  period  of  thirty  da5's.  Each 
man  should  be  provided  with  two  blankets  or  a  buffalo  robe  for  com- 
fort, and  a  haversack  for  carrying  provisions.  No  change  of  clothing  is 
necessary.  I  want  this  force  assembled  on  tlie  border  mainly  at  Olallie, 
as  soon  as  possible.  For  that  purpose  let  farjners'  teams,  with  provisions 
and  forage,  be  employed  to  hurry  them  forward. 

I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  provide  'provisions  and  pul>lic  transporta- 
tion, but  hope  every  man  will  be  as  self-sustaining  as  possilile,  and  ready 
to  join  me  in  privations,  hardsliips  and  danger.%  to  aid  our  comrades  in 
^lissonri  in  destroying  these  rebel  forces  before  they  again  desolate  the  fiiir 
fields  of  Kansas. 
8 
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It  is  necessary  to  suspend  business  and  labor  until  we  are  assured  our 
property  and  earnings  are  not  within  the  grasp  of  unscrupulous  marauders 
and  murderers.  Confidently  believing,  governor,  that  your  excellency  and 
all  loyal  citizens  will  concert  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  this  very  impor- 
tant demand,  and  give  me  your  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance,  I  liave 
the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen.  Com'd'g  Dept. 

Unite])  States  Military  Ti:legraph,  ) 
FoiiT  Leavenwoktii,  October  8,  18G4.  ) 

To  Gov.  Carney  :— 

The  line  is  now  cut  this  side  Sedulia.  This  indicates  a  rebel  move  by 
somebody  west  or  south.    Hurry  up  the  militia. 

•  S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen. 


United  States  Military  Telegraph,  ) 
Fort  Leavenwortu,  October  8,  18G4,  J" 

To  Gov.  Carney  : — 

I  request  that  you  issue  the  call.  Let  the  militia  turn  out;  if 'not  needed 
they  will  of  course  be  discharged.  Their  call  and  collection  would  enable 
us  at  least  to  give  an  impetus  to  Price's  departure.  In  your  prompt  re- 
sponses to  my  requests  heretofore,  I  am  sure  we  have  saved  the  state  from 
desolation  ;  let  us  do  it  now.  The  enemy  is  now  near  Sedalia,  and  a  fight 
is  expected  there  to-night.  They  have  burned  Syracuse,  Lamine  and  Otter- 
ville  depots  to-day.  You  see  they  seem  moving  westward— delay  is  ru- 
inous. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen. 
Kansas,  rail}'- !  You  will  do  so  as  you  have  always  promptly  done  when 
your  soil  has  been  invaded.  The  call  this  time  will  come  to  you  louder  and 
stronger,  because  you  know  the  foe  will  seek  to  glut  liis  vengeance  upon 
you.  Meet  him,  then,  at  the  threshold,  and  strike  boldly — strike  as  one 
man  against  him. 

Let  all  business  be  suspended.  The  work  to  be  done  now  is  to  protect 
the  state  against  marauders  and  murderers.  Until  that  is  accomplislied  we 
must  lead  a  soldier's  life  and  do  a  soldier's  duty.  Men  of  Kansas,  rally  ! 
One  blow, — one  earnest,  united  blow,  Avill  foil  the  invader  and  save  you. 
Who  will  falter!  Who  is  not  ready  to  meet  the  peril !  Who  will  not  de- 
fend his  home  and  the  state !  To  arms,  then  !  To  arras  and  the  tented 
field  until  the  rebel  foe  shall  be  bafllcd  and  beaten  back  ! 

THOMAS  CARNEY,  Governor. 
N.  B.    Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler  will  lead  the  bravo  men  of  Kansas  and  issue 
*  the  necessary  orders.    Commanding  ofiicers  of  brigades  and  battallions  will 
see  that  their  respective  commands  are  in  readiness  for  immediate  service. 

THOMAS  CARNEY,  Governor. 
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MAJ.  GEN.  DIETZLER'S  ORDER. 

In  pursuance  of  this  call  of  the  governor,  the  militia  of  Kansas  will  turn 
out  and  rendezvous  immediately  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  Department  Kansas  State  Militia,  ) 
ToPEKA,  Kansas,  October  9th,  18G4.  f 

General  Order  ) 
No.  hi.  S 

In  pursuance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  8th 
inst.,  the  militia  of  Kansas  will  turn  out  and  rendezvous  immediately  at 
the  points  indicated  below  : — 

Doniphan,  Brown,  Nemaha  and  Marshal  counties,  at  Atchison,  under 
Brig,  Gen.  B3'"ron  Sherry. 

Atchison,  Leavenworth,  Jefferson,  Jackson,  Pottawattamie,  Riley,  Davis, 
Waubunsec,  Shawnee,  Douglas  and  Johnson  counties,  at  Olathe,  under 
Brig.  Gen,  M.  S.  Grant. 

Wyandotte,  at  Wyandotte,  under  Maj.  E.  S.  Hubbard. 

Miami,  Osage,  Franklin,  Morris  and  Lyon  counties,  at  Paola,  under  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  H.  M.  Fishback. 

Linn,  Anderson  and  Coffee  counties,  at  Mound  City,  under  Brig.  Gen.  S. 
N.  Wood. 

Bourbon,  Allen  and  Woodson  counties,  at  Fort  Scott. 

Commanders  of  brigades  and  regiments  will  promptly  prepare  their  re- 
spective commands  for  active  service  for  thirty  days,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, and  see  that  each  man  is  supplied  with  two  blankets,  a  tin  cup, 
knife  and  fork,  and  a  haversack,  and  also  a  coffee-pot  and  frying-pan  for 
every  five  men. 

-  Let  each  regiment  and  detachment  bring  its  own  transportation  and  all 
the  rations  possible,  but  there  must  be  no  delay  on  any  account. 

The  general  government  will  undoubtedly  pay  all  proper  charges  for 
Buch  transportation  and  supplies,  and  will  furnish  rations  and  forage  as  far 
and  as  soon  as  possible,  at  the  points  indicated  in  this  order. 

Let  each  man  come  with  such  arms  as  are  at  hand,  and  a  full  supply  of 
ammunition.  As  this  campaign  will  be  a  short  one,  no  change  of  clothing 
will  be  necessary. 

Until  further  orders  the  headquarters  of  the  militia  will  be  at  Olathe,  to 
which  point  all  returns  and  communications  will  be  sent. 
By  order  of 

GEO.  W.  DEITZLER,  Maj.  Gen.  K.  S.  M. 

John  T.  Morton,  A.  A.  G. 

All  federal  officers  in  this  department  will  aid  in  giving  circulation  and 
success  to  this  effort  to  concentrate  troops  for  immediate  service.  Quar- 
termasters and  commissaries  will  aid  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities  to  haro 
requisite  provisions  accumulate  as  fast  as  possible.  An  earnest  and  united 
movement  should  auimate  officers  and  men,  volunteers  and  militia. 

Let  business  and  personal  strife  be  suspended,  partisan  discussions  and 
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political  animosities  avoided ;  and  instead  of  impatience,  fault-fmding  and 
detractions  too  common  among  raw  rccrnits,  let  ever}'-  man  display  the  for- 
titude, patience  and  endurance,  which  distinguish  the  patriotic  soldier  en- 
gaged in  the  defence  of  his  home  and  his  country. 

The  sooner  this  call  is  met,  the  more  certain  will  be  its  success,  and  the 
general  earnestly  appeals  to  soldiers  nnd  citizens  to  unite  all  their  moral 
and  physical  energies  in  this  effort  to  stifle  the  fiendish  hordes  that  again 
threaten  the  people  of  Kansas  and  the  peace  of  our  country. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis. 

C.  S.  CHARLOT,  Asst.  Ad't  Gen. 

Official:   Asst.  Adj't  Gen. 

Some  defects  in  the  militia  law  had  on  former  occasions 
troubled  officers  in  the  enforcement  of  their  calls.  There  was 
also  a  large  colored  poptilation,  and  many  of  certain  ages  that 
were  exempt  from  the  militia  organization.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  strengthen  the  force  and  effect  of  the  governor's 
call,  by  proclaiming  martial  law  in  Kansas,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhoods where  I  expected  to  confront  and  pursue  the  enemy. 
For  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  my  experience  in  a  former 
campaign  against  Price,  made  under  your  immediate  orders  in 
tlie  winter  of  1861-2,  induced  the  theory  and  execution  of  my 
plans  for  confronting  and  pursuing  him  on  this  occasian,  and 
although  my  force  seemed  irregular  and  inadequate,  I  was  in- 
spired with  singular  confidence  in  the  manner  and  matter  of 
my  success.  In  fin*ther  efforts  therefore  to  rally  an  adequate 
force,  I  issued  the  following  order  declaring  martial  law : — 

HeADQUAKTEKS  DErARTMENT  OF  KaXSAS,  ) 

Fort  Leavenwoth,  KA^'SAS,  October  10,  18G4.  f 

General  Orders  } 
iVb.  54.  f 

The  better  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  governor's  proclamation  issued 
this  morning,  and  to  secure  prompt  and  united  military  organization  and 
action,  martial  lavr  is  proclaimed,  to  extend  throughout  the  state  of  Kansas 
and  the  country  occupied  by  the  troops  moving  therefrom  ;  and  all  men, 
white  or  black,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  (18)  and  sixty  (GO)  will  arm 
and  attach  themselves  to  some  of  the  organizations  of  troops,  for  tempo- 
rary military  service. 

In  all  the  principal  cities  and  towns  business  houses  will  close  as  di- 
rected b}''  the  governor's  proclamation,  except  where  general  ofliccrs  may 
give  leave  to  such  houses  and  special  establishments  us  may  be  considered 
necessary  for  the  public  subsistence  and  health. 
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As  this  order  is  onh'  designed  to  continue  while  danger  of  invasion  is 
apprehended,  the  proper  liinctions  of  civil  officers  will  not  he  disturbed, 
and  especially  courts  of  justice,  and  their  pocesses  will  not  be  interrupted 
by  the  military  authorities. 

All  troops,  volunteers  and  militia,  are  clothed  with  the  powers,  and  are 
subject  to  the  duties  and  penalties  prescribed  in  the  articles  of  war,  and 
soldiers  and  citizens  must  expect  very  summary  punishment  of  crime,; 
and  burning,  robbing  and  stealing  in  the  field,  will  be  severely  and 
promptly  punished.  Private  property  and  peaceable  citizens  must  be 
protected.  Our  object  is  Price  and  his  followers.  His  forces  arc  now  re- 
ported as  retreating  from  Jellcrson  City  in  this  direction.  My  advance  to 
meet  him  is  already  moving.  Let  troops  of  every  organization  press  for- 
ward to  join  in  his  repulse  and  pursuit. 

By  command  of  ]Maj.  Gen.  Curtis. 
*  (Signed)  C.  S.  CHATILOT,  Asst.  Adj't  Gen. 

Official  :   Asst.  Adj't  Gen. 

These  efibrts  aroused  the  wliole  people.  Business  was  im- 
mediately suspended,  and  militia  everywhere  began  to  move 
and  organize.  All  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements 
was  published,  and  the  excitement  was  intense  and  imiversal. 
I  ordered  Col.  Ford  to  take  position  at  Pleasant  Hill,  sending 
scouts  forward  in  all  directions,  to  determine  the  position  of 
the  enemy.  Gen.  Blunt  was  ordered  to  Paola  to  take  com- 
anand  of  the  district  and  in  the  field.  I  also  sent  you  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  by  telegraph  : — 

Fort  Leavenworth,  October  10,  18G4. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.:— 

Being  informed  by  General  Rosecraus  that  tlie  rebel  Gen.  Price  is  com- 
ing from  Jefferson  Cit)-,  Gov.  Carney  at  my  request  has  called  out  the  mi- 
litia, and  I  have  declared  martial  law,  to  secure  prompt  organization  and 
unity  of  action.  Telegraph  lines  are  interrupted  east  of  Independence, 
but  my  pickets  in  advance  of  that,  report  only  scattering  foes.  Shall  soon 
have  large  force  on  the  border  or  be  moving  beyond.  Will  take  the  licld 
to-morrow,  but  will  try  to  keep  within  telegraph  communication. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen. 
I  also  informed  Gen.  Rosecrans  that  the  militia  were  collect- 
ing, and  my  purpose  to  give  Price  a  warm  reception  if  he 
comes  this  way.  In  further  preparation  of  field  operations  I 
published  the  following  order  announcing  staff  officers,  and 
also  gave  special  directions  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Davis,  concern- 
ing the  completion  of  certain  defences  in  his  district,  which  in 
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clndes  this  post,  and  tlie  country  north  of  the  Kansas  river, 
with  directions  to  remain  in  liis  district  and  guard  against  dan- 
gers in  my  rear,  whfcli  some  thought  would  be  assailed  by  a 
rise  in  nortli  Missouri,  aided  by  a  portion  of  Price's  troops 
that  liad  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  and  taken 
Coh  Harding's  force  at  Glasgow  : — 

IIeadquarteks  Depaiitment  of  Kansas,  ) 
Fort  Leavenwohtji,  Kansas,  October  10,  18G4.  \ 

Oencral  Order  ) 

The  following  temporary  assignments  to  duty  are  publislied  to  the  com- 
mand.   Tlicy  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

I.  Major  F.  E.  Hunt,  chief  paymaster,  is  also  appointed  acting  aid-de- 
camp, and  will  take  charge  and  command  of  all  artillery  in  and  near  the 
county  of  Leavenworth,  consistent  with  the  general  arrangements  of  dis- 
trict commanders  Gens.  Blunt  and  Davies. 

II.  Maj.  Henry  Almstcdt,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  additional  paymas- 
ter, will  report  to  Maj.  F.  E.  Hunt,  for  artillery  duty. 

III.  Hon.  Jams  H.  Lane  having  tendered  his  services  to  the  Major  Gen- 
eral commanding,  they  are  accepted  and  he  is  assigned  to  duty  as  volun- 
teer aid-de-camp. 

IV.  Capt.  James  L.  Rafety,  2d  Kansas  colored,  having  reported  for  duty, 
will  take  charge  of  the  general  organization  and  command  of  persons  of 
African  descent.  All  of  proper  age  and  ability  are  included  in  the  pro- 
clamation, and  will  be  organized  as  other  troops,  for  immediate  service. 

V.  Capt.  J.  M.  Mentzer,  2d  Kansas  volunteer  cavalry,  reports  being 
here  en  route,  and  unable  to  reach  his  command.  He  will  report  for  tem- 
porary duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  A.  Davies,  commanding  district  north  Kansas. 

VI.  Rev.  J.  B.  McAfee,  chaplain  2d  Kansas  colored,  having  reported  for 
duty,  will  have  charge  of  contrabands  in  the  field,  and  will  also  report  to 
Capt.  Rafety  as  acting  adjutant,  in  the  organization  of  troops  of  African 
descent. 

By  command  of  iMaj.  Gen.  Curtis. 
(Signed)  C.  S.  CHARLOT,  Asst.  Adj't  Gen. 

Official  :   Asst.  Adj't  Gen. 

The  governor  and  Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler  called  on  me  to  as- 
certain my  purpose  as  to  taking  the  militia  out  of  the  state, 
expressing  apprehensions  of  difficulty  on  that  point  if  such 
was  my  purpose.  They  also  informed  me  tliat  expressions  of 
some  of  my  officers  had  led  them  to  distrust  the  whole  mat- 
ter of  the  militia  movement,  supposing  it  might  be  a  political 
Bchemc,  gotten  up  by  some  around  me  to  tranbix>rt  the  people 
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beyond  the  convenient  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise, 
which  would  come  off  early  in  the  next  month.  These  were 
shocking  enunciations.  I  assured  these  officers  that  in  all  hu- 
man probability  we  might  have  to  go  beyond  the  state  lines, 
and  I  considered  my  proclamation  of  martial  law  and  call, 
sufficient  to  cover  the  legal  point  as  to  the  militia  going  be- ' 
yond  the  border;  but  the  raising  of  the  question  was  of  itself 
a  great  element  of  discord  and  danger.  As  to  any  attempt  to 
defraud  the  ballot-box,  such  an  idea  had  never  been  mooted 
in  my  presence  or  entered  my  brain,  and  I  pledged  my  honor 
that  the  militia  should  go  no  farther  than  necessary  to  repel  or 
avert  the  approaching  danger  to  the  state.  My  manner  and 
matter  appeared  to  assure  these  officers,  who,  by  their  position 
and  influence  held,  as  I  conceived,  the  destiny  of  the  state  and 
department,  within  their  own  hands. 

I  name  this  not  to  complain  or  reproach  these  officers,  but 
because  such  sentiments  were  the  natural  offspring  of  the  po- 
litical crisis  and  separate  state  organizations  of  all  our  militia. 
These  difficulties,  candidly  presented  by  these  high  state  au- 
thorities, were  material,  formidable  obstacles,  which  I  and 
they  had  to  encounter.  They  are  inherent  objections  to  the 
military  organization  of  national  forces,  and  I  report  them  as 
developments  incident  to  the  events  of  this  revolution,  and  im- 
portant in  the  progress  of  this  campaign  against  the  rebel 
Gen.  Price. 

Being  assured  of  my  purpose,  these  officers  promised  hearty 
co-operation,  and  gave  immediate  orders  for  the  militia  to  pro- 
ceed to  points  designated  near  the  border.  I  also  ordered  the 
immediate  concentration  of  the  federal  troops  which  had  been 
previously  prepared,  to  unite  in  the  campaign.  My  arrange- 
ments for  collecting  an  army  were  thus  completed  on  the  10th 
of  October,  but  none  of  the  forces  were  fairly  in  the  field. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Movements  in  the  Field. 
I  present  a  skeleton  map  of  the  country  extending  from 
the  Missouri  to  the  Arkansas  river,  tlirough  which  I  moved 
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with  my  command,  showing  also  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
in  his  approach  and  retreat,  and  tlie  positions  of  the  mihtary 
posts  and  towns  that  were  near  the  lines  of  operation.  This 
map,  carefully  prepared  by  my  engineer  from  notes  taken  in 
the  field,  also  shows  the  state  and  de})artment  lines,  and  the 
lines  followed  by  the  main  forces,  red  representing  federal 
and  blue  the  rebel  movements.  Flanking  operations  by  both 
belligerent  forces  extended  on  either  side,  but  are  not  laid 
down.  Cross  sabres  rej^resent  the  places  where  battles  oc- 
curred, and  the  whole  map  gives  a  true  representation  of  im- 
portant places,  without  the  confusion  of  irrelevant  details. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  accompanied  by  a  portion  of  my 
*  staff  and  escort  (company  "G,"  11th  Kansas,  commanded  by 
the  gallant  Capt.  Gove),  I  started  on  the  campaign.  Passing 
through  Leavenworth  and  south  of  the  city,  I  saw  the  militia 
mustering  and  moving,  and  other  matters  of  business  gener- 
ally suspended. 

October  12th,  at  12  o'clock,  I  arrived  at  Olathe,  where  most 
of  the  troops  were  ordered  to  assemble,  but  none  had  yet  ar- 
rived. I  also  found  water  and  wood  so  scarce  I  determined 
to  take  a  more  advanced  position,  nearer  the  state  line  at 
Shawnee,  and  therefore  so  directed  forces  of  all  kinds. 

Forces  at  Paola  under  Gen.  Blunt  were  ordered  to  move 
towards  Hickman's  mill,  in  Missouri,  and  to  "  send  out  due 
east  from  Paola  sixty  miles  or  more,  to  know  whether  Price 
moves  south."  The  militia  from  Leavenworth  and  Lawrence 
came  up  towards  night,  the  former  having  overdone  them- 
selves, and  from  all  directions  the  news  of  moving  militia  was 
reported. 

Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler,  commanding  the  militia,  joined  and  ac- 
companied me  to  Shawneetown,  where  we  arranged  the  mili- 
tia camps  in  that  vicinity  fronting  towards  the  Missouri  line, 
and  extending  as  circumstances  required.  Turkey  creek  was 
especially  convenient  for  a  line  of  defense,  and  was  occupied 
as  such.  This  rendezvous  was  very  near  the  state  line,  in  a 
thickly  wooded  country  near  the  Kansas  river,  and  in  this  and 
other  respects  a  strong  and  convenient  position,  where  the 
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Kansas  militia  were  on  their  own  side  of  the  line.  I  moved 
my  own  headquarters  to  Wyandotte. 

On  the  13th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Col.  Eno,  informing 
me  that  Gen.  Eosecrans  had  taken  the  field  the  day  iDrevious, 
en  route  to  Jefferson  City.  Price's  forces  were  between  Boon- 
ville  and  Lexington,  still  moving  westward.  The  same  dis- 
patch reported  the  enemy  as  having  moved  2,500  men  north 
of  the  Missouri  river,  to  attack  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph 
railroad,  and  another  report  came  from  the  west  that  Stand- 
watie  with  5,000  men  was  near  Humboldt,  threatening  south- 
west Kansas. 

These  reports  were  calculated  to  check  the  movement  of  the 
militia  and  greatly  embarrass  the  organization  of  my  army. 
I  pronounced  the  first  improbable,  and  the  latter  as  "undoubt- 
edly a  roorback,''  and  so  telegraphed  to  north  and  south  districts 
of  Kansas,  where  much  excitement  was  induced  by  the  rumor. 
Here  senators  Lane  and  Pomeroy  had  both  joined  me  as  vol- 
unteer aids,  and  I  found  both  of  these  men  of  great  service  in 
giving  correct  intelligence  to  the  wavering  public  mind,  and 
in  suppressing  false  impressions. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  preliminary  movements,  the  mili- 
tia were  collected  at  and  near  Sliawneetown,  the  left  wing  un- 
der Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler,  K.  S.  M.  Volunteers  and  other  militia 
constituting  my  right  wing,  under  Maj.  Gen.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Y., 
at  Hickman's  mill.  The  former  was  directed  to  demonstrate 
towards  Lexington  and  the  latter  towards  Warren sburg,  so  as 
to  feel  the  enemy's  approach. 

My  own  headquarters  were  generally  at  Wyandotte  and  at 
camp  Chariot,  near  Kansas  City,  but  I  made  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  country  in  person,  through  Independence  and  Hick- 
man's mill,  ascertaining  to  my  own  satisfaction  that  the  Big 
Blue  should  be  a  first  main  line  of  battle,  Kansas  City  a  sec- 
ond, and  finally,  if  overpowered,  Wyandotte  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Kansas  river,  connected  by  a  floating  bridge,  would  be 
a  dernier  resort. 

T  directed  my  cliief  engineer,  Lieutenant  Robinson,  to  con- 
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fitruct  field  works  at  each  of  these  positions  in  view  of  this 
plan,  and  attend  to  the  proper  organization  of  guns  and  light 
garrisons,  which  could  be  spared  for  these  positions. 

Colored  troops  and  citizen  guards  of  Kansas  City  and  Wy- 
andotte, made  efficient  and  proper  troops  for  this  purpose,  and 

Lieut.  Robinson,  assisted  by  ,  civil  engineer' of 

Kaneas  City,  deserve  special  commendation  for  tlieir  efibrts 
and  success  in  these  defenses. 

Lawyers,  doctors,  divines  and  merchants,  entered  the  service, 
and  I  found  tliem  working  faithfully  on  these  field-works  about 
Kansas  City  and  the  Big  Blue. 

I  here  present  another  map  sliowing  the  country  near  Kan- 
sas City,  where  troops  and  camps  were  located  on  both  sides  of 
the  state  line. 

But  a  few  days  of  delay  while  forces  were  coming  and  Price 
approaching,  were  sufficient  to  weary  some,  and  induce  doubts 
in  the  minds  of  many.  A  report  was  circulated  that  Price  had 
gone  south  from  Warrensburg  and  escaped,  and  some  of  the 
militia  actually  turned  homeward.  Some  severe  measures  and 
much  remonstrance  was  necessary  to  retain  those  who  came 
first,  till  those  who  came  last  had  fairly  arrived.  Some  of  the 
newspapers  took  up  the  tlieme,  and  denounced  the  call,  and  es- 
pecially martial  law,  which  suspended  business  and  forced  cit- 
izens to  the  field  without  equipments,  at  an  inclement  season 
when  there  was  no  occasion. 

To  meet  this  complaint  and  retain  the  mihtia,  I  made  great 
efibrts  through  my  volunteer  aids  to  diffuse  correct  intelHgence, 
and  I  also  distributed  blankets,  and  camp  equipments  to  some 
extent,  thereby  administering  a  little  to  the  wants  and  real  suf- 
fering of  men  exposed  to  the  rain  and  cold  without  covering.  I 
also  published  dispatches  from  Gen.  Eosecrans  and  others,  show- 
ing the  steady  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Kansas,  and  his 
declared  purpose  to  take  Kansas  City  and  Leavenworth,  and 
devastate  the  country  everywhere. 

This  is  one  of  Gen.  Kosecrans  dispatches  : — 
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Jeffekson  City,  October  Hth,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Cuhtis.— - 

Our  cavalry  is  pursuing  the  enemy  north-west  ol'  Georgetown,  who  is 
reported  moving  towards  Lexington.  We  shall  occupy  Sedalia  with  infan« 
tr}'-  to-morrow  night.  If  you  could  move  by  Hickman's  mill  and  Pleasant 
Hill,  or  b}^  Independence  to  Lone  Jack,  it  would  greatly  increase  our 
chances  of  damaging  Price,  whose  columns  are  of  such  length  when  on 
one  road,  as  to  be  very  vulnerable.  If  he  does  not  halt  he  will  reach  Lex- 
ington to-morrow  night. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS,  Maj.  Gen. 
I  reported  to  you  by  telegraph,  as  follows  : — 

Army  of  the  Bokder,  Headquarters  in  the  Field,  ) 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October  14th,  1801.  j" 

Maj.  Gen.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C.  :— 

M)^  foFces  are  being  concentrated  in  this  vicinity.  The  enemy  has  ap- 
proached to  Independence,  burning  bridges  beyond,  but  he  has  not  occu- 
pied in  force.  I  occupy  Hickman's  mil],  Missouri,  and  Shawneetown,  Kan- 
sas, with  fighting  force  and  scouts  forward.  Shall  move  slow  to  allow  my 
rear  to  close  up.  Have  not  an  operator  with  cypher,  and  therefore  abstain 
from  giving  numbers  and  particulars. 

Price  is  reported  near  Lexington  or  Booneville,  moving  this  way.  1  de- 
nominate my  forces  "  the  army  of  tiie  border,"  and  will  do  all  I  can  to 
make  it  felt  by  the  foe. 

S.  K.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen. 

My  purpose  to  mos'e  further  forward  in  accordance  with  this 
dispatch  and  Gen.  Eosecrans'  suggestion,  was  prevented  so 
far  as  the  main  force  of  the  militia  was  concerned,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  aversion  many  of  them  expressed  as  to  going 
beyond  their  own  state  line.  Hearing  that  boats  below  had 
aided  the  rebels  in  crossing  troops,  I  directed  the  following 
order: — 

Headquarters  DKPART>rENT  of  Kansas,  } 
Fort  Leavenworth,  October  15th.  18G4.  \ 

Oencrcd  Order  I 
^''o.  5G.  f 

Commanders  and  owners  of  steamboats  and  ferry  boats  on  the  Missouri 
river,  in  this  command,  will  see  that  their  boats  do  not  fall  into  rebel  hands, 
in  a  condition  for  rebel  service,  under  the  sure  and  swift  penalty  of  tho 
loss  of  boat  and  the  forfeit  of  the  life  of  the  commander  and  pilot. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis. 

W.  H.  stark,  Acting  Asst.  Adj't  Gett, 

Official:   Asst!  Adj't  Gen. 


68^ 


AlWfALS  OF  IOWA. 


I  was  thus  prepared  and  ready  for  the  enemy's  approach. 
Gen.  Blunt  was  directed  to  demonstrate  towards  Pleasant  Hill 
and  Warrensburg,  Gen.'Deitzler  towards  Independence  and 
Lexington,  each  sending  out  cavalry  to  ascertain  the  line  of 
his  approach,  and  harrass  his  advancing  columns. 

My  own  movements  at  Kansas  City  and  Independence  gdve 
me  convenient  opportunities  to  observe  the  movements  in  ad- 
vance, and  also  supervise  the  main  forces  arranged  on  the  Big 
Blue  and  the  border. 

Maj.  J.  N.  Smith,  of  the  2d  Colorado,  advanced  with  about 
three  hundred  cavalry  on  the  telegraph  road  from  Independ- 
ence, dashing  into  Lexington  on  the  17th,  a  little  after  sunrise, 
but  found  the  town  unoccupied,  the  enemy's  pickets  having 
fallen  back  before,  and  on  the  occasion  of  his  approach.  Send- 
ing out  scouts  he  found  the  enemy's  pickets  about  six  miles 
south-east,  which  was  attached,  killing  one  and  wounding  two. 
This  and  other  important  intelligence  of  the  presence  of  the 
main  force  of  the  enemy,  was  reported  by  this  gallant  officer 
on  the  18th,  through  his  proper  commanders.  He  fell  light- 
ing at  Little  Blue,  two  days  after,  and  I  submit  this,  his  last 
report,  marked  "  C,"  as  a  reminiscence  of  a  gallant  soldier 
whose  character  is  displayed  in  this  daring  advanced  move- 
ment, and  expressed  in  this^  his  last  report. 

On  the  day  previous  Gen.  Deitzler  reported  at  Independ- 
ence the  murmurs  and  doubts  of  the  militia  and  their  refusal 
to  cross  the  line,  until  he  made  them  a  speech,  assuring  them 
that  they  "  should  not  be  ordered  too  far  into  this  state,"  and 
Col.  Blair  reported  that  some  of  the  militia  regiments  at  Hick- 
man's mill,  believing  that  Price  had  taken  another  route,  had 
actually  started  homeward,  but  were  checked  by  prompt, 
stringent  orders,  enforced  by  Gen.  Blunt. 

I  also  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Gen.  Rosc- 
craus : — 

Jefferson  City,  October  18th,  1861. 

Maj.  Gej?.  Curtis:— 

As  I  telegraphed  you  last  ni^^ht,  dlvisiou  of  infantry  occupy  Scdn)i;i. 
Our  cavalry  at  Duncksburg  on  the  Black  Water.    As  soon  as  they  get  ra- 
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tions  they  Avill  move  forward.  Price  reported  to  have  stayed  i:ight  before 
last  at  Waverly.  I^Iowcr's  division  will  be  at  Lamine  bridge  to-night,  with 
its  batteries  probably  fit  for  action.  Sanborn  will  have  received  supplies 
to-day,  by  12  M.,  and  will  move  his  right  by  Elmwood  and  Elkhorn,  and 
his  left  by  Cook's  store,  towards  Lexington. 

"With  these  dispositions  combined  with  yours,  it  seems  tome  we  can  push 
the  old  fellow  and  make  him  lose  his  train.  His  horses'  feet  must  be  in  bad 
order  for  want  of  shoes, 

W.  S.  liOSECRANS,  Maj.  Gen. 

I  directed  publicity  in  tJie  newspapers,  of  most  of  this  iu- 
telligence,  to  convince  tlie  militia  of  what  tliey  considered 
very  incredible — the  advance  of  Price  towards  my  command; 
and  I  insert  them  here,  not  to  reproach  anybody,  but  to  show 
why  I  was  obliged  to  stand  on  the  border  or  near  it,  rather 
than  go  forward  with  my  whole  force  to  meet  Price,  as  I  would 
have  preferred  to  do,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington,  Missouri. 
I  also  do  it  to  show  that  even  among  ardent,  loyal  militia,  state 
lines  and  state  sovereignties  greatly  embaiTass  military  ope* 
rations. 

The  evidence  brought  by  Maj.  Smith,  showing  clearly  the 
presence  and  progress  of  the  enemy  near  Lexington,  was  not 
clear  enough,  and  some  of  the  newspapers  of  the  19th  came 
out  denouncing  the  whole  thing  as  a  fraud  or  fallacy,  and  ex- 
pressing a  belief  that  Price  had  left  the  country. 

In  the  mean  time  Maj.  Gen.  Blunt  had  advanced  with  about 
two  thousand  cavalry  and  several  pieces  of  light  artillery 
(mountain  howitzers),  arriving  in  Lexington  on  the  18th,  the 
day  after  Maj.  Smith  had  occupied  the  place.  He  had  fol- 
lowed the  Warrensburg  road  until  he  was  confident  that  Price 
was  not  coming  that  way,  and  therefore  he  moved  northward, 
where  his  presence  was  ascertained.  Sending  forward  scouts 
from  Lexington- the  enemy  was  felt  on  the  19th,  approaching 
on  different  roads  in  great  force.  Our  troops  offered  a  stern 
resistance,  flxlling  back  slowly  and  in  good  order,  fighting  sev- 
eral hours  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  enemy  with 
small  loss  on  our  side.  The  enemy  displayed  his  main  force, 
and  this  stubborn  and  gallant  stand  by  Gen.  Blunt  developed 
the  strength,  position  and  progress  of  the  enemy  so  clearly. 
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that  its  publicitj  throughout  our  lines  on  the  20th,  assured 
and  re-animated  the  militia,  and  secured  me  that  unity  of  sen- 
timent and  will  which  before  I  had  failed  to  secure  in  the 
"army  of  the  border." 

For  full  details  of  this  battle  of  Lexington  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  Gen.  Blunt  who  was  in  command, 
and  to  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  commanders,  Cols.  Jen- 
nison  and  Moonlight,  and  also  Hon.  Senator  Lane,  of  my  vol- 
unteer staff,  who  accompanied  and  participated  in  this  first 
conflict  between  ray  forces  and  the  enemy.  Gen.  Blunt,  as 
directed  by  me,  fell  back  to  my  headquarters  at  Independence, 
leaving  Col.  Moonlight,  who  had  covered  the  retreat,  to  re- 
main as  a  picket  at  the  Little  Blue,  with  arrangements  to  burn 
'  the  bridge  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  to  embarrass  his 
progress. 

Battle  of  Little  Blue. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  give  battle  on  tlie  Little  Blue,  as 
will  be  seen  by  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Gen.  Blunt,  as 
follows : — 

Headquakters  Army  op  the  J^oudek,  ) 
Independence,  October  20tli,  1804.  i 

General  :— 

I  have  not  tiuie  to  expluin.  Your  troo])S  iimist  take  position  liere  wliero 
dry  corn  and  provisions  are  arranged.  Tlie  militia  will  not  go  forward, 
and  the  Big  Blue  must  be  our  main  line  for  battle.  \Ye  must  not  break 
down  our  best  regiments,  11th,  15th  and  IGth,  and  Ford's  must  have  some 
rest  Leave  two  howitzers,  and,  say  four  hundred  men,  at  the  Little  Blue 
and  come  back  yourself  with  the  remainder. 

Probably  Moonlight  had  better  be  left  in  command  of  that  point,  not  lo 
fight  a  battle,  but  to  delay  the  rebel  approach,  and  fall  back  to  our  main 
force.  I  will  now  be  able  to  bring  forward  to  Kansas  City  a  respectable 
force.  We  must  pick  our  battle  ground  where  we  can  have  united  coun- 
cils as  well  as  a  strong  position.  This  we  are  securing  at  Big  Blue  and 
elsewhere. 

The  blow  you  gave  the  enemy  is  doing  good  in  the  rear.  It  is  rruc;hing 
some  of  the  silly  rumors  that  had  well  nigh  ruined  my  prospects  of  a  suc- 
cessful defense. 

Truly  yours, 

S.  R  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen. 

To  Qkn.  Blunt,  in  the  field. 
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This  was  in  response  to  Gen.  Elunt's  dispatch  dated  "Nine 
miles  east  of  Independence,  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  October  20th," 
in  which  he  suggested  other  arrangements. 

Gen.  Rosecrans  was  fully  informed  and  responded  from  Se- 
dalia,  5:40  A.  M.  the  20lh,  saying,—"  Your  dispatch  of  4:30 
received.  I  will  push  my  forces  on  Lexington  with  all  possi- 
ble speed." 

About  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  received  in- 
telligence that  the  enemy  had  attacked  Col.  Moonlight  at  the 
Little  BluCj  where  he  was  resisting  their  passage  of  the  stream, 
although  by  some  accident  he  had  failed  to  destroy  the  bridge. 

I  immediately  proceeded  with  my  escort  to  reconnoitre  the 
premises,  giving  permission,  rather  than  ordering,  that  Col. 
Ford's  regiment,  McLain's  battery,  and  a  portion  of  the  regu- 
lar cavalry  under  Gen.  Blunt,  might  accompany  me  to  the 
front,  expecting  to  meet  Col.  Moonlight  in  retreat.  -  Eut  this 
gallant  officer  stood  his  ground  until  we  arrived,  and  devel- 
oped most  of  the  force  I  have  named. 

I  directed  Capt.  McLain  to  form  his  battery  behind  the 
crest  of  the  hill  so  as  to  fire  over,  and  against  heavy  artillery 
tiring  of  the  enemy,  that  passed  high  over  our  heads,  but  did 
some  damage  to  troops  deploying  in  our  rear. 

Col.  Jennison's  brigade  and  that  of  Col.  Ford,  soon  occu- 
pied advanced  positions  and  made  a  desperate  resistance  to 
the  rebel  advance,  which  had  by  this  time  began  to  deploy  on 
the  west  side  of  the  stream.  Gen.  Blunt  and  my  stafl'  were 
active  in  directing  a  proper  disposition  of  forces.  By  this 
means  we  checked  and  drove  back  the  enemy's  advance,  but 
as  he  soon  began  to  outflank  us  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  I 
directed  the  force  to  fall  back,  designating  positions  for  the  ar- 
tillery to  make  a  stand  at  the  various  and  elevated  angles  of 
the  road  which  passes  through  a  timbered  country.  Many  in- 
cidents in  the  conflict  are  detailed  by  my  subordinates  and 
tlioso  of  Gen.  Blunt. 

Maj.  R.  IL  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  took  direction  of  my 
escort  and  four  howitzers,  doing  signal  service  in  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  only  fell  back  by  my  orders  when  I  Raw  we 
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were  being  outflanked.  The  details  of  his  report  deserve 
repetition.    ITe  says, — 

"By  your  direction  I  phiced  McLain's  battery  in  position 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enem^^  with  what  result  I  cannot  state. 
I  also  placed  two  mountain  howitzers,  connected  with  your 
body  guard,  in  position  in  the  open  field,  but  finding  it  too 
much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  I  directed  an  ad- 
vance with  two  additional  liowitzers  of  the  11th  K.  Y.  C. 
They  took  position  in  shelter  of  a  friendly  house,  supported  on 
the  right  by  Col.  Ford — luid  no  support  on  the  left.  As  I 
met  the  11th  retreating,  and  saw  Maj.  Koss,  and  begged  him 
to  have  Col.  Moonlight  to  retrace  his  steps  and  support  me, 
which  he  did.  Artillery  opened  on  the  enemy  with  canister 
and  spherical  case,  at  short  range,  and  drove  them  back  like 
sheep.  Here  is  where  Maj.  Smith  sacrificed  his  life  in  behalf 
of  his  country.  Col.  Pord  asked  when  I  would  retreat;  I  re- 
plied, when  he  would.  He  remarked,  although  we  drove  the 
enemy  from  our  front,  they  were  flanking  us.  At  this  junc- 
ture I  received  from  the  commanding  general  orders  to  fall 
back,  which  was  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 

We  retreated  firing,  keeping  the  foe  at  a  respectable  dis- 
tance. Lieut.  Gill,  of  your  body  guard,  lost  fifteen  horses  out 
of  forty,  and  Capt.  Johnson,  of  the  11th  K.  Y.  C,  lost  sev- 
eral. *  *  *  The  last  artillery  firing  was  by  Lieut.  Gill, 
supported  by  cavalry  portions  of  your  body  gnard,  and  com- 
manded by  the  lamented  Capt.  Gove." 

Although  sick,  Capt.  Gove  remained  in  command  of  my 
escort  till  entirely  exhausted,  reluctantly  leaving  me  after  our 
subsequent  victory  at  Westport,  where  he  soon  fell  a  victim  to 
his  disease,  the  result  of  his  extraordinary  exertions  and  gal- 
lantry. 

Col.  Ford,  speaking  of  the  conflict  in  his  brigade,  says: — 
"Left  Independence  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  reached  Little 
Blue  in  about  one  hour.    I  there  received  orders  to  place  the 
16th  Kansas  cavalrv  on  the  left  of  Col.  Moonlifi:ht's  bricrade. 
the  battery  near  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  the  2d  Colora<lo 
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on  tliG  right.  We  immediately  dismoimted  and  advanced  into 
the  bluffs  and  became  at  once  engaged,  the  enemy  having 
crossed  the  stream  before  our  arrival. 

"We  held  our  ground,  advancing  slightly  for  some  time,  and 
at  one  time  drove  the  enemy  in  great  confusion,  but  his  forces 
being  too  overwhelmingly  large,  he  threw  a  large  body  to  the 
right,  which  compelled  our  right  to  give  back  slowly." 

Col.  Jeunison,  who  also  commanded  a  brigade,  reports  con- 
cerning this  afliiir  of  the  Little  Blue,  as  follows : — 

"  Ou  the  21st  of  October,  the  enemy  having  advanced  from 

Lexington,  met  the  2d  brigade  at  the  Little  Blue,  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  morning.  The  1st  brigade  w^as  therefore  ordered 
to  the  front,  and  immediately  from  Independence  to  the  field, 
where  it  arrived  about  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  taking  position  on 
the  right.  *  *  In  this  engagement  the  15th  regiment, 
Lieut.  Col'.  Iloyt,  and  the  3d  Wisconsin  cavalry,  Lieut.  Col. 
Pond,  were  dismounted  and  disposed  in  advantageous  position, 
which  had  hardly  been  accomplished  when  the  lines  were 
fiercely  assailed  by  the  enemy  at  all  points,  and  the  contest  be- 
came extremely  spirited,  though  from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  protection  of  our  timber,  the  casualties  were  not 
heavy.  For  some  hours  the  engagement  was  maintained  with 
varying  results,  our  lines  alternately  falling  back  and  advanc- 
ing, the  howitzer  battery  being  actively,  and  apparently  effec- 
tively engaged,  until  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  w^as 
numerically  superior  to  such  an  extent  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  hold  the  ground,  and  a  retrogade  movement  was 
commenced  in  the  direction  of  Independence." 

CoL  Jennison  speaks  very  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Hoyt  and  Maj.  Laing,  and  deserves  much  credit  for  his 
own  gallantry  during  this  day's  contest. 

Col.  Moonlight,  who  was  left  to  retard  the  movement  of  the 
enemy,  and  therefore  began  the  fight  at  the  Little  lilue,  re- 
ports as  follows.    After  stating  liis  force,  only  ten  companies, 
bo  Bays, — 
10 
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It  was  110  very  easy  matter  to  hold  an  enemy  so  nnmer- 
ous  and  active,  all  being  cavalry.  Maj.  Anderson,  of  the  11th, 
with  two  companies,"  had  command  of  the  bridge,  which  he 
set  on  fire  and  held  nntil  it  was  fairly  burning,  after  w^hich  he 
fell  back  on  the  hill  and  joined  the  command,  who  then 
opened  on  the  enemy.  Capt.  Greer  with  his  company,  "  I,-' 
11th,  had  been  stationed  at  a  ford  one  mile  below  the  bridge, 
with  instructions  to  hold  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  He 
retired  without  tiring  a  shot,  but  claims  that  it  was  impossible 
to  do  otherwise,  as  the  enemy  were  crossing  at  all  points. 

"  Being  thus  menaced  on  all  sides,  and  the  object  for  which 
I  was  left  accomplished,  the  command  slowly  fell  back  two 
miles,  lighting.  A  favorable  piece  of  ground  here  presenting 
itself,  a  new  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Inde- 
pendence road,  and  we  slowly  began  to  drive  the  enemy  back 
over  the  ground  again,  dismounting  every  man  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shelter,  behind  stone  walls,  fences  and  houses,  some 
of  which  were  then  held  by  the  enemy,  who  after  a  vigorous 
assault  were  dislodged,  thus  afibrding  us  an  advantage,  which 
accounts  for  the  few  killed  on  our  side  compared  with  that  of 
the  enemy,  who  suflered  terribly." 

Col.  Moonlight  covered  the  retreat,  even  skinnishing  after 
dark,  in  and  west  of  Independence.  His  conduct  throughout 
the  day  wns  exceedingly  gallant.  Lieut.  Col.  Plumb,  Lieut. 
Col.  Walker,  and  Majs.  Eoss  and  Anderson,  Capt.  Gregg  (who 
was  severely  wounded),  and  other  officers  naiiDcd  by  the  col- 
onel, deserve  the  commendation  he  awards  them  in  his  report. 

During  the  day  I  noticed  a  compajiy  of  Missouri  volunteers 
from  AVarrensburg,  under  Capt.  George  S.  Grover,  to  which  I 
assigned  position,  and  they  did  good  service.  Also  some  of 
the  Kansas  militia  under  Capt.  ^[cDowell,  reported  for  duty 
and  did  good  service  in  guarding  and  delivering  the  annnu- 
nition  supplies. 

Major  Chariot,  i\raj.  ]\[cKenny  and  Maj.  Hunt,  of  my  reg- 
ular staff,  and  Hon.  Senator  Lane,  of  my  volunteer  staff,  took 
an  active  and  jirominent  part  in  the  conflict,  and  displayed 
much  cooIupsh;  and  gallantry,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
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AH  tlie  troops  showed  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage, 
always  ready  to  rally,  re-form  and  attack,  during  the  slow  re- 
treat over  only  nine  miles,  which  consumed  the  entire  day. 

At  Independence  I  received  and  announced  to  the  citizens 
and  soldiers  the  news  of  Sheridan's  glorious  victory  in  the 
Shenandoah  valley;  at  the  same  time  publicly  explained  the 
nature  of  the  day's  operations  and  my  arrangements  for  mak- 
ing a  main  stand  on  the  Big  Blue,  where  my  main  forces  were 
beino"  fortified. 

I  had  thus  delayed  and  seriously  embarrassed  the  enemy 
without  demoralizing  any  of  my  forces,  with  the  use  of  only 
a  small  portion,  and  at  a  small  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Gen.  Blunt  was  very  active  and  eflicient  during  the  whole 
day,  and  his  full  report  should  be  read  to  do  him  justice. 

Battle  of  the  Big  Blue. 

After  a  personal  inspection  of  the  surrounding  country  on 
the  ISth  October,  I  ordered  Col.  C.  W.  Blair,  who  com- 
manded a  brigade  of  mixed  troops,  to  take  position  on  the 
west  bank  of  Big  Blue,  six  miles  east  of  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri, and  arrange  matters  for  making  that  stream  a  stand- 
point to  confront  and  repel.  Price's  approaching  forces.  My 
engineer,  Lieut.  G.  T.  Eobinson,  w^as  directed  to  survey  the 
stream  and  lay  out  such  field-works  as  seemed  expedient  to 
resist  the  passage  of  cavalry  and  artillery.  These  officers  en- 
gaged in  these  duties  with  great  energy  and  sound  judgment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  before  going  forward  to  the 
Little  Blue,  I  directed  Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler,  with  what  militia 
he  then  had  at  Independence,  to  fall  back  to  the  Big  Blue, 
take  general  command  of  matters  there,  and  bring  up  all  the 
available  forces  in  the  rear  and  arrange  them  for  battle  on  that 
line.  This  order  was  also  carefully  and  zealouslv  executed. 
All  doubts  as  to  the  approach  of  Price  were  dispelled  by  con- 
stant sound  of  our  guns  at  the  Little  Blue,  and  Governor  S. 
Carney,  Geu.  Deitzler,  and  all  the  militui,  entered  with  frewh 
zeal  and  energy  upon  the  work  of  bringing  uj)  and  deploying 
tiie  Kansas  and  Missouri  militia.    At  the  close  of  the  contest 
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of  the  21st  near  Independence,  I  ordered  all  of  Gen.  Blunt's, 
and  detached  troops  to  move  back  and  join  the  forces  at  the 
Big  Blue,  where  I  also  repaired,  establishing  my  headquarters 
on  the  main  road  leading  from  Independence  to  Kansas  City, 
which  is  also  a  central  position  of  my  line  on  the  Blue,  which 
is  neai'ly  at  right  angles  with  this  road.  Tlie  country  is  rough 
and  thickly  timbered,  and  the  streams  bordered  by  precipitate 
banks  which  render  it  generally  impassable  for  cavalry  and 
artiller3^  I  divided  the  forces,  distributing  them  so  as  to  form 
a  line  more  or  less  continuous  according  to  danger  from  the 
Missouri  river,  to  the  crossing  of  the  Blue  near  Hickman's 
mill,  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles.  Eoads  on  the  west 
side  were  convenient  for  concentrating  these  forces,  and  with 
the  immense  display  of  abattis  and  other  field-works  which 
had  been  erected  under  the  supervision  of  Gen.  Deitzler,  Col. 
Blair,  and  my  staff  officers,  I  was  ready  to  receive  the  enemy 
on  the  22d. 

I  assigned  Gen.  Blunt  to  the  command  of  the  right  wing, 
including  all  south  of  the  road,  and  to  Gen.  Deitzler  the  left 
wing,  which  includes  all  north  of  it.  Militia,  volunteers,  ar- 
tillery, and  a  considerable  colored  force  which  had  been  col- 
lected by  Capts.  Ilinton  and  Eafferty,  amounting  all  together 
to  about  fifteen  thousand,  were  thus  arrayed  resolved  to 
check  or  defeat  the  long  continued  progress  of  Prices  army  of 
thirty  thousand ;  for  his  ofiicers  and  men  taken  prisoners,  gen- 
erally reported  the  enemy's  force  at  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
seven  thousand,  and  boasted  of  constant  accessions  by  volun- 
teering and  conscription. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Big  Blue  I  telegraped  you  as  to  my 
conflict  at  the  Little  Blue,  and  my  designs  for  the  22d,  and 
also  telegraphed  Gen.  Kosecrans  as  follows: — 

IIeadquartejis  Big  Blue,  { 
5  o'clock  p.  M.,  October  21st,  18G4.  ) 

Gen.  RosEcn.vi^s 

I  am  confident  I  can  stop  Price  at  tliis  crossin.c:,  and  hope  3'on  will  come 
np  in  his  rear  and  loft.  lie  cannot  get  out  by  Hickman's  mill.  If  you  ran 
get  that  positiou  wc  will  bag  Price  if  I  succeed  as  I  hope  to  do.    My  losses 
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have  been  considerable,  but  my  troops  are  in  good  order  and  ready  to 
make  a  stand  at  this  place. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen." 
He  telegraplied  me  of  same  date  as  follows : — 

"Camp  near  Cook's  Store,  1  P.  U.,  October  21st,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Curtis:— 

"  Our  cavalry  readied  Lexington  at  10  o'clock  this  morning.  The  infantry 
will  reach  this  evening  and  jnish  forward.  Rear  division  left  Sedalia  yes- 
terday morning.    Orders  will  be  sent  to  push  the  enemy  to  the  utmost. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS,  Maj.  Gen." 

During  tlie  morning  of  the  22d,  the  enemy  approached 
Gen.  Deitzlcr's  wing  and  drove  in  our  pickets  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, hut  finding  the  army  in  that  quarter  too  strong  he 
avoided  an  attack.  Col.  Ford  sent  forward  a  hattalion  to 
skii'inish  on  the  main  road,  hut  the  enemy  found  our  centre 
also  too  strong,  and  signal  officers  reported  a  movement  of  the 
enemy  southward,  evidently  designed  to  flank  us. 

I  moved  my  headquarters  back  to  the  intersection  of  roads 
bearing  from  Hickman's  mill,  and  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  ex- 
treme right,  as  follows : — 

"Saturday,  9  A.  M.,  October  22d,  18G4. 
Gen.  Grant,  commanding  militia  near  Hickman's  mill : — 

Price  is  making  very  feeble  demonstrations  in  front.  Look  out  for  your 
position.  Send  scouts  out  on  road  tow^ards  Pleasant  Hill  and  also  towards 
Independence,  to  see  if  he  is  moving  on  my  flank.  Send  me  report  every 
thirty  minutes. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Maj.  Gen." 

I  also  sent  my  aids,  Maj.  McKenny  and  Lieut.  Roberts,  to 
give  warning  to  the  right  of  Gen.  Blunt's  right  wing,  but 
before  they  reached  Gen.  Grant,  the  intermediate  ford  at  Col. 
Jennison's  point  called  Byram's  ford,  had  been  attacked,  and 
forced  so  the  enemy  had  penetrated  to  the  west  side.  News 
of  this  attack  at  Byranrs  ford  reached  me  at  2  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  I  immediately  directed  Gen.  Blunt  to  hasten  reinforce- 
ments to  that  point,  and  also  sent  similar  orders  to  Gen.  Deit- 
zler,  whose  left  wing  was  no  longer  menaced. 

Col.  Jennison  resisted  the  enemy  for  some  time,  but  ulti- 
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mately  and  before  reinlbrccinents  readied  him,  had  to  fall 
back  in  good  order  before  07erwhehning  numbers. 

This  break  in  my  line  severed  the  militia  that  were  under 
Gen.  Grant  near  Hickman's  mill,  and  many  of  tliem  were  cap- 
tured, including  a  twenty-four  pounder  canon  which  belonged 
to  the  state.  Meantime  tlie  reinforcements  ordered  to  Bv- 
rara's  ford  joined  Col.  Jcnnison's  and  fought  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy  till  dark,  when  our  forces  drove  back  the 
advance  some  distance. 

But  the  enemy  had  penetrated  and  broken  my  extreme 
right  flank,  held  Hickman's  mill  and  all  of  the  Blue  south  of 
Byram's  ford,  and  taken  position  south  of  my  headquarters 
and  Kansas  City,  to  which  point  I  now  moved  my  headquar- 
ters. Only  a  small  portion  of  my  troops  had  been  engaged, 
when  night  closed  the  scene  and  displayed  the  enemy's  camp 
tires  over  a  vast  field  south  and  south-east  of  Yv^estport. 

Some  of  the  details  of  this  day's  contest  are  thus  presented 
by  my  comrades  in  command.    Gen.  Blunt  says, — 

"  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  I  directed  tlie  first  brig- 
ade under  Col,  Jennison,  to  proceed  up  the  Big  Blue  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles  to  Byram's  ford,  to  defend  the  crossing  at 
that  point,  and  for  the  same  pur])ose  I  sent  the  second  brigade 
under  CoL  Moonlight,  to  llinklo'sford,  about  two  miles  above 
the  main  crossing. 

"At  about  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  a  small  force  of  tlio  enemy  ad- 
vanced on  the  main  road  from  Independence  to  Kansas  City, 
which  proved  to  be  only  a  feint  to  divert  attention  from  the 
movements  on  our  right  flank  in  the  direction  of  Byram's 
ford.  At  1  o'clock  I  heard  artillery  firing  on  my  extreme 
right,  from  wliich  I  inferred  that  Col.  Jcnnison's  command 
had  been  attacked,  and  immediately  dispatched  a  courier  to 
Col.  Moonlight  to  reinforce  him  with  the  sec(>nd  brigade,  but 
before  Col.  Moonlight  had  time  to  arrive  on  the  ground.  Col. 
Jennison  was  forced  to  retire,  and  the  enemy  had  flanked  our 
position  on  the  Big  Blue  and  was  crossing  that  stream  in  force. 
The  first  and  second  bi'igades  kept  up  on  their  flank,  and  when 
near  the  state  line  attacked  the  riii'ht  of  tlieir  column,  turned 
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his  fianlc  and  punished  him  quite  severely.  The  fighting  con- 
finued  until  dark. 

Finding  the  position  of  our  army  at  the  Big  Blue  flanked 
by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  absence  of  superior  authority,  I  di- 
rected Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler,  in  command  of  the  Kansas  state 
militia,  to  withdraw  his  command  to  Kansas  City,  and  dis- 
patched orders  to  Cols.  Jcnnison,  Moonlight  and  Ford,  to  re- 
main with  their  commands  in  front  of  the  enemy  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  "Westport." 
Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler  reports : — 

"The  entire  army  of  the  border  w-as  now  in  position  on 
and  along  the  north  side  of  ]jig  Blue  occupying  every  passa- 
ble crossing  of  that  stream  from  its  mouth  to  Hickman's  mill, 
a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles,  and  presenting  a  formidable 
appearance. 

"Price's  army  entered  Independence  on  the  Slst,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  his  . cavalry  made  demonstrations  at 
several  points  in  front  of  niy  position  (the  left  w*ing),  in  sev- 
eral instances  driving  the  pickets  in  under  cover  of  our  artil- 
lery. About  noon,  having  received  reliable  information  that 
a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving  against  the  right  of 
our  line,  1  ordered  Lieut.  Col.  Walker,  commanding  the  16th 
Kansas  volunteer  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  rein- 
force that  position.  Subsequently  the  12th  K.  S.  M.  and 
Capt.  McLain's  battery  were  nlso  withdrawn  from  my  line  to 
reinforce  the  right  under  Gen.  Bhmt. 

"The  enemy  having  forced  a  passage  of  the  Big  Blue  at 
Byram's  ford  about  3  o'clock  F.  2vl.,  and  my  position  being 
threatened  from  the  rear,  I.  quickly  withdrew  my  command  in 
perfect  order,  and  retired  to  Kansas  City  in  obedience  to  in- 
structions from  Maj.  Gen.  Blunt.  Just  as  the  troops  com- 
menced moving  from  our  works  on  the  Blue,  a  detacliment  of 
rebel  cavalry  made  a  furious  dash  upon  the  left  centre  of  my 
lino  occupied  by  the  19th  regiment  K.  S.  M.  under  Col.  IIo- 
gan,  who  received  the  charge  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
gallantry,  completely  routing  the  enemy,  killing  twelve  and 
capturing  ton,  without  lo^s  on  our  side.'' 
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Speaking  of  the  operations  of  Gen.  Grant,  who  commanded 
the  militia  on  the  riglit  of  Gen.  Bhmt's  command,  the  Gen- 
eral adds: — 

"A  strong  detachment  of  the  enemy  moved  np  the  Blue 
under  cover  of  the  timber  and  attacked  Gen.  Grant,  throwing 
his  command  into  some  confusion,  killing  thirty-six  and 
wounding  forty-three,  taking  about  one  hundred  prisoners, 
capturing  one  piece  of  artillery  and  compelling  Gen.  Grant  to 
return  to  Olathe.  There  was  not  much  lighting  on  the  left 
wing  of  the  line,  but  Gen.  Deitzler  acted  with  good  judgment 
and  great  promptness  in  his  duties.  The  militia  generally 
did  well,  and  the  disaster  of  Gen.  Grant's  detachment  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy 
that  mored  upon  them." 

Col.  Jennison,  who  commenced  the  fight  and  stood  the 
brunt  of  it  during  the  afternoon,  thus  reports  his  oj^erations : — 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  I  was  ordered  with  the  brig- 
adge  to  Byram's  ford  of  the  Big  Blue,  some  eight  miles  from  its 
encampment  of  the  night  previous.  Arriving  there  we  were 
joined  by  a  detachment  of  K.  S.  M.  of  Col.  McCain's  com- 
mand, which  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  obstructing  the 
ford  of  the  river  by  felling  timber,  etc.  About  10  o'clock  A. 
M.  the  enemy's  advance  made  its  appearance  at  the  ford,  at- 
tacking our  outposts  and  attemping  to  force  a  crossing.  The 
ford  was  so  etfectually  obstructed  however,  and  in  its  condi- 
tion wholly  impassable  for  artillery,  that  for  some  hours  little 
progress  was  made,  the  attacking  party  being  repulsed  each 
time  it  appeared  in  the  front,  which  was  defended  by  a  strong 
skirmishing  line  securely  posted,  and  one  section  of  the  how- 
itzer battery  then  in  charge  of  2(1  Lieut.  11.  S.  Barker,  com- 
pany "G,"  15th  K.  Y.  C,  to  whom  the  command  was  trans- 
ferred on  the  morning  of  the  battle  of  Little  Blue. 

"  The  first  brigade  held  the  enemy  effectually  in  check  not- 
withstanding his  great  superiority  of  numbers,  until  about  3 
P.  M.,  when  it  became  evident  that  he  had  succeeded  in 
crossing  considerable  bodies  above  and  below,  and  was  va]> 
idly  flanking  us  both  right  and  J  eft. 
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"  Upon  this  intelligence  (word  of  which  was  sent  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding),  with  the  additional  report  that  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels  was  apparentl}^  in  front  and  determined  to 
effect  a  crossing  at  IJyram's  ford,  it  M'as  determined  to  retire 
in  the  direction  of  Westport  or  Kansas  City,  towards  which 
it  was  evident  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  were  directed.  Our 
lines  at  the  ford  havino'been  forced  back,  the  i-ebels  sncceeded  \ 
in  crossing  a  considerable  force  of  dismonnted  cavalry,  a  por-  | 
tion  of  which  was  employed  in  removing  obstructions  in  the  ! 
river,  while  the  others  were  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  j 
road  and  advanced  towards  us.    Then  with  a  strong  body  of  j 
rebels  pressing  on  our  rear  and  in  constant  expectation  that  j 
oiu'  flank  would  be  attacked,  the  brigade  commenced  the  re  j 
treat  towards  Westport,  contesting  every  foot  of  ground  until  | 
the  enemy  gave  over  the  action,  and  retired  to  the  front.  | 
Eeaching  the  open  ground  some  four  or  five  miles,  between  j 
Westport  and  state  line,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  discovered  '[ 
on  our  left  advancing  in  a  northerly  direction  from  the  timber  '' 
of  the  Blue.    Upon  reaching  the  line  road  we  were  joined  by 
Col.  Moonlight's  command,  when  the  first  and  second  brigades 
were  rapidly  pushed  forvv^ard  upon  the  prairie  to  resist  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  under  Shelby,  who  had  evidently  crossed  i 
the  ford  four  miles  above  Byram's.    Skirmishers  were  imme-  | 
diately  deploj^ed  from  both  brigades,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  j 
action  was  commenced  along  the  entire  lines  with  small  arms.  | 
A  body  of  K.  S.  M.  coming  up  soon  after,  it  was  formed  in  | 
line  of  battle  immediately  in  rear  of  first  brigade,  wdien  the 
rebels  being  closely  pressed  by  our  skirmishing  lines,  wavered 
a  moment  and  then  began  to  give  ground.    Upon  this  a  gen- 
eral advance  of  the  first  brigade  was  ordered,  and  the  lines  j 
rapidly  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  who  after  a  slight  re-  ! 
eistance  fell  back  in  confusion  to  the  cover  of  the  timber,  some 
two  or  three  niiles  distant,  closely  followed  by  our  forces,  un- 
til, as  the  sun  went  down,  not  a  vestige  of  the  rebel  Shelby's 
division  beyond  its  dead  and  a  few  wounded,  was  to  be  seen  j 
on  the  field.    Maintaininc;  our  lines  for  some  time  with  no  I'ur- 
ther  demonstrations  from  the  recent  exultant  and  confident 
11 
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enemy,  onr  cohiinns  Averc  turned  towards  Westport,  which 
Tre  reached  about  7  o^clock  in  the  evening,  going  into  camp 
between  that  phace  and  Kansas  C^itj,  vrhere  the  army  of  the 
border  was  mostly  concentrated,  and  as  the  night  wore  on  v/o 
seemed  encircled  by  tlie  camp  fires  of  the  rebels,  which  gleamed 
menacingly  from  the  woods." 

Col.  Moonlight's  report  presents  that — 

"At  the  Big  Blue  on  ■  the  22d,  the  second  brigade  was  or- 
dered to  hold  Simmon's  ford  and.  report  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  'None  coming,  and  the  lirst  brigade  at  Byi-am's  ford 
retreating,  the  second  brigade  in  double  quick  whipped  around 
by  "Westport  and  met  the  enemy  on  the  state  line,  checked  his 
advance  into  Kansas,  and  by  the  setting  of  the  sun  drove  him 
back  into  Missouri.  The  fight  continued  until  dark,  after 
which  the  pnrsnit  was  abandoned  and  my  command  moved 
up  to  Shavniee,  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  forage 
and  rations.  ^  *  ^"  In  this  fight  company  "  G."  of  11th 
K.  V.  C.  escort  for  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis,  joined  my  command  on 
the  occasion  and  participated  in  the  fight,  as  also  the  howitzers 
under  Maj.  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery." 

Col.  Blair,  who  was  first  ordered  to  take  position  on  the 
Big  Bine,  gives  more  detailed  and  correct  intelligence  of 
the  militia  force?,  wliich  he  arranged  in  line.  He  reports  as 
follows  concerning  his  position  on  the  Big  Blue : — 

"Before  I  had  the  brigade  equipped  I  received  (on  the 
moiTiing  of  the  IS'h)  an  order  froni  Gen.  Curtis  to  move  to- 
wards Independence,  and  to  come  by  Westport  to  complete 
my  supplies.  At  8  o'clock  A.  M.  I  was  on  the  march,  and 
passing  through  Westport  camped  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Big  Blue,  on  the  road  from  Kansas  City  to  Independence.  I 
spent  the  whole  of  the  night  and  part  of  the  next  day  in  pro- 
curing subsistence,  arms,  blankets  and  tents,  for  the  com- 
mand. While  engaged  in  this  duty  I  was  instructed  by  Gen. 
Curtis  not  to  move  camp  until  farther  orders  from  him. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Lieut.  Kobinson,  chief  engi- 
neer on  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general,  arrived  from  the 
front  with  orders  to  fortify  the  line  of  the  Big  Blue,  as  Gen. 
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Curtis  intended  making  his  stand  on  tbatline.  The  20th  and 
21st  were  spent  in  examining  the  country,  felh'ng  trees,  form- 
ing abattis,  obstructing  fords  and  strengthening  the  defences 
as  much  as  possible. 

"During  llie  21st,  the  4th  regiment  K.  S.  M.,  Col.  McCain, 
and  the  19th,  Col.  Hogan,  reported  to  me  by  order  of  Maj. 
Gen.  Deitzler,  K.  S.  M.,  and  were  assigned  to  duty  in  my 
brigade.  Capt.  Dodge's  9th  Wisconsin  battery  had  also 
been  assigned  to  my  command  in  place  of  McLain's,  taken  to 
the  front.  In  the  evening  of  the  21st,  all  the  troops  having 
fallen  back  on  this  line,  I  established  my  command  in  its  posi- 
tion of  battle,  where  they  supped,  slept  and  breakfasted  the 
next  morning,  their  horses,  together  with  all  of  the  transporta- 
tion having  been  sent  back  to  Kansas  City  to  avoid  unneces- 
sary incumbrances. 

"  My  line  of  battle  occupied  a  front  of  six  miles,  with  one 
regiment  (McCain's)  still  higher  up  at  Byram's  ford,  where 
the  crossing  was  :finally  effected.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
Hogan's  regiment  held  the  cavalry  ford  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Blue,  three  miles  from  the  main  body  of  the  regiment,  virhich 
formed  my  left.  Kext  came  the  colored  militia  and  the  Otb. 
regiment  of  K.  S.  M.,  Col.  Montgomery. 

"  Dodge's  9th  Wisconsin  battery,  and  the  colored  battery, 
occupied  a  fine  artillery  position  in  the  centre,  cut  out  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion,  supported  on  the  right  by  Col.  Col- 
ton's  5th  regiment  K.  S.  M.  and  Eve's  Bourdon  county  bat- 
tahon.  At  the  ford  two  miles  above  was  stationed  Lieut. 
Knowles'  2d  Kansas  battery,  supported  by  the  10th  regiment 
K.  S.  M.,  while  still  above  at  Byram's  ford  was  stationed  Col. 
IMcCain's  4:th  regiment  K.  S.  M,  To  this  point  Jennison's 
brigade  was  ordered,  and  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  the  sound  of  the 
guns  showed  that  the  battle  had  commenced  on  our  right. 
The  16th  Kansas  cavalry,  and  McLain's  battery,  which  up  t-o 
this  time  had  been  in  my  rear,  were  ordered  ofi*  to  tlje  right 
to  support  Col.  Jcnnison. 

"  I  remained  in  position  until  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  ro. 
ceived  orders  to  fall  back  to  Kansas  Citv.    As  Col.  lloiran's 
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regiment  was  leaving  the  line  to  bring  np  tlie  rear  of  the  brig 
ade,  a  rush  was  niacle  npon  him  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  who 
had  been  concealed  in  tlie  brush  to  his  front  aci'os's  the  creek. 
They  waded  the  creek,  pushed  tlirongh  and  over  the  abattis 
of  fallen  trees  clear  np  to  Ilogan's  line,  where  after  a  short, 
sharp  little  skirmish,  some  twenty  of  them  were  taken  priso- 
ners and  the  rest  driven  ofi"." 

Maj.  T.  J.  McKcnny,  A.  A.  G.  and  inspecting  officer  of  my 
staff,  reports  his  active  efibrts  in  the  action,  from  which  I  pre- 
sent the  following  extracts  : — 

"  Oct.  22d.  On  this  day  was  fought  the  battle  of  Big  Blue. 
The  general  cnmmanding  being  fearful  that  a  sufficient  force 
had  not  been  stationed  at  Byram's  ford,  directed  me  to  order 
Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler  to  send  the  greater  part  of  his  force  to 
Col.  Jennison,  holding  that  ford.  Gen.  Deitzler  said  that  he 
could  not  see  the  necessity  as  thei'e  were  already  the  loth  and 
16th  Kansas  besides  one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  also  some 
other  troops,  with  four  guns,  at  that  point,  but  that  he  would 
Bend  more. 

"Idecignated  an  independent  company  numbering  about 
one  hundred  which  I  had  that  day  armed  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility, with  arms  taken  from  wagons  going  to  Kansas  City, 
as  a  proper  force  to  be  sent.  It  was  understood  these  would 
be  a  part  of  the  force  sent.  *     The  general  command- 

ing being  desirous  of  information  from  the  front,  particularly 
Hickman's  mill,  despatched  me  to  see  what  could  be  learned. 
Taking  the  wrong  road  I  came  near  Byram's  ford,  and  there 
found  Col.  Jennison  slowly  falling  back,  and  observed  the  en- 
emy in  his  front,  and  a  lai-ge  body  of  men  on  his  right  ilank, 
supposed  to  be  the  enemy.  lietraced  my  steps  and  got  on  the 
Hickman's  mill  road,  when  I  met  this  same  body  of  men, 
which  proved  to  be  Col.  Johnson's  militia  in  rapid  retreat.  I 
stopped  them  and  caused  them  to  go  to  the  rear  slowdy,  at  the 
same  time  I  sent  Col.  Jennison  notice.  I  now  proceeded  on 
my  road,  but  had  not  gone  far  when  I  became  satisfied  that  I 
would  soon  be  cut  off,  as  the  enemy  were  already  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, having  captured  many  of  the  militia  near  Hickman's 
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mill,  besides  one  gim.  I  now  rode  rapidly  to  the  rear.  Over- 
taking the  niilitia  I  placed  tlicm  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge 
of  the  timber,  with  directions  to  hold  their  ground  and  retard 
the  enemy's  progress. 

"  Gen.  Fishbaclv  was  present  and  manifested  the  greatest 
willingness  to  meet  the  enemy.  I  afterwards  learned  that 
this  regiment  did  good  service.  Night  now  closing  in  found 
us  in  a  rather  doubtful  position. 

Our  forces  being  pressed  fell  back  to  Kansas  City,  where 
most  of  them  arrived  about  10  o'clock.  The  2d  Colorado, 
with  the  exception  of  two  companies,  with  the  11th,  15th  and 
16th  Kansas,  remained  on  the  field  confronting  the  enemy." 

Maj.  Chariot,  A.  A.  G.,  who  noted  the  time  and  generally 
drew  up  my  orders  and  reports,  says,  concerning  this  day's 
operations: — 

"At  this  time  (11  o'clock)  Jennison  was  holding  Jiyram's 
ford,  and  Moonlight,  Ilickle's  ford.  Col.  Ford  reported  that 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  were  moving  in  direction  of 
these  fords.  Gens.  Deitzler  and  Blunt  were  both  ordered  to 
send  forward  reinforcements." 

Maj.  Hunt,  my  chief  of  artillery,  reports  of  his  opera- 
tions : — 

"The  general  sent  me  out  with  body  gnard  to  reinforce. 
Reached  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  town  (Westport), 
met  tbe  militia  falling  back  in  confusion.  Halted  them  and 
made  them  go  back.  Sent  a  messenger  to  Col.  Jennison  ask- 
ing him  where  I  could  render  him  the  most  service.  He  in- 
formed me  that  the  enemy  was  Hanking  him  on  the  right  and 
left,  and  for  me  to  fall  back  on  the  AVestport  road  to  keep  the 
enemy  out  of  town.  I  did  so.  Met  Col.  Moonlight  passing 
west  to  check  the  enemy  from  going  into  Kansas.  Soon  the 
15th,  under  Col.  Hoyt,  also  came.  We  all  marched  in  double 
quick  until  we  reached  the  Kansas  prairie  west  of  Westport. 
Here  we  deployed  in  line,  met  the  enemy  square  in  the  fiice. 
I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  body  guard  to  Capt.  Gove, 
and  gave  my  services  to  Col.  Moonlight.    The  enemy  opened 
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two  pieces  of  rifled  artilleiy  upon  us  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,- 
Buj^ported  by  Fa^^an's  oi*  Shelby's  division.  They  drove  us 
steadily  from  about  3  o'clock  until  nearly  dark,  when  our 
skirmish  line  was  reinforced.  I  assumed  command  of  it 
and  drove  the  enemy  back  some  two  miles,  capturing  sev- 
eral prisoners,  among  them  a  lieutenant,  whom  I  delivered 
to  the  commanding  general  in  Kansas  that  night.  Col. 
Moonlight,  Lieut.  Col.  Plumb,  Col.  Jennisou,  Lieut.  Col. 
Iloyt,  and  other  oflicors  and  men,  deserve  special  credit 
for  their  soldier-like  conduct." 

Lieut.  Cyrus  M.  Eoberts,  acting  aid-de-cam.p,  was  ordered  to 
carry  communications  to  Hickman's  mill,  and  being  thus  de- 
tached, reports: — 

"On  the  22d  of  October,  in  the  afternoon,  when  Col.  Jen- 
nison's  command  was  attacked  at  By  ram's  ford,  you  ordered 
me  at  Westport,  Missouri,  to  go  to  Hickman's  mill,  Missouri, 
and  order  all  the  forces  that  might  be  there,  to  immediately 
reinforce  CoL  Jennison.  Arriving  at  the  mill,  I  found  Maj. 
John  M.  Laing  in  comm.and  of  a  part  of  the  16th  K.  Y.  C, 
and  delivered  him  your  order.  Llis  command  was  feeding. 
I  saw  also  the  21st  K.  S.  M.,  which  was  just  ready  to  mount. 
I  delivered  your  order  to  the  colonel;  (Lowe)  commanding, 
and  his  regiment  moved  forward  imnicdiately  at  a  trot.  * 
*  *  "When  we  arrived  at  the  bank  of  the  hill  descending  to 
the  Big  Blue,  we  saw  right  ahead  of  us  and  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  clouds  of  dust  along  the  road,  and  knew  it  must 
be  the  main  column  of  the  enemy  advancing.  In  a  very  few 
minutes,  perhaps  five,  the  21st  K.  S.  M.  had  dismounted  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  along  the  brink  of  the  hill.  Those  of 
the  21st  regiment  who  could  see  the  enemy,  commenced  firing. 
Their  advance  immediately  fell  back  out  of  sight  and  formed 
in  a  body,  but  in  a  few  minutes  came  forward  with  a  yell. 
The  21st  fired  a  volley  into  them  and  they  fell  back  out  of 
sight. 

"^Miile  this^was  going  on,  Maj.  Laing's  ^'command  came 
up  where  the  horses  wore  held,  but  instead  of  rendering  (ho 
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militia  assistance  they  turned  immediately  back,  leaving  the. 
militia  to  get  out  the  Lest  way  they  could.  Several  of  the  mi- 
litia followed,  but  Lieut.  Col.  llobinson.  Col.  Lowe  and  my- 
self, drev/  our  weapons  and  kt^f  the  militia  who  were  going 
away,  to  the  front.  The  enemy  appeared  very  much  demor- 
alized and  did  not  seem  to  want  to  give  us  battle  after  this. 
Holding  our  ]:)Osition  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  without  another 
attack  (the  skirmishing  still  going  on),  we  concluded  to  mount 
and  pass  around  the  enemy  to  the  west,  and  join  you.  It  was 
getting  late,  and  darbiess  came  on  before  we  had  gone  a 
milc,"^ 

It  is  proper  to  say  in  this  connection  that  I  arrested  Maj. 
Laing  when  this  aflair  was  reported  to  me,  but  upon  explana- 
tion and  in  consideration  of  his  gallantry  elsewhere,  I  directed 
his  release. 

This  report  of  Lieut.  Roberts  shows  the  operation  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Hickman's  mill,  and  also  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
westward,  at  tlie  close  of  the  day's  fighting. 

This  repulse  by  the  militia  was  a  gallant  affair  and  must 
have  greatly  annoyed  the  rebels,  who  found  resistance  on  all 
sides  of  them.  Other  staff  officers,  Maj.  Weed,  Maj.  Curtis, 
Capt.  Meeker,  of  the  signal  corps,  Surgeon  Davis,  Lieut,  Eob- 
inson,  were  all  active  in  carrying  out  my  orders.  My  volun- 
teer aids,  Hon.  Senators  Lane  and  Poraeroy,  were  earnest  and 
very  efiicient  in  the  field.  Senator  Pomeroy  was  especially 
active  in  bringing  the  militia  forward  and  correcting  their  im- 
pressions as  to  the  movements,  while  Senator  Lane's  experi- 
ence in  former  campaigns  in  Mexico  and  upon  the  Kansas  bor- 
der, enabled  him  to  be  of  much  service  in  the  field  everywhere. 
Col.  Crawford,  Col.  Eoberts,  Col.  Eichey  and  Col.  Cloud,  of 
my  volunteer  aids,  all  of  whom  had  experience  and  zeal  to 
stimulate  their  exertions,  were  active,  efiicient  and  useful 
throughout  this  and  other  days  of  this  campaign.  Surgeon 
Davis  and  Surgeon  Harvey  were  active  in  their  care  of  the 
wounded. 

Eeference  to  the  accompanying  map  will  shc^w  the  scope  of 
operations  during  the  day,  and  the  general  result. 
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Our  left  and  centre  liad  not  been  moved  bj  the  enemy,  and 
althoiigli  our  extreme  riglit  had  been  pressed  back,  our  closing 
effo]'ts  were  enconraging.  The  enemy  now  having  possession 
south  of  us,  after  night  concealed  our  movements  I  ordered 
the  main  force  to  take  position  vithin  the  lines'of  fortifications 
which  surrounded  Kansas  City,  where  they  could  get  rest  and 
supplies,  to  which  place  I  moved  my  own  headquarters. 

About  6  o'clock  of  this  evening  I  also  received  verbal  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Eosecrans'  advance,  under  Maj. 
Gen.  Pleasanton,  with  cavalry  at  Independence,  where  it  was 
stated  he  had  struck  Gen.  Price's  rear.  This  intelliirence 
came  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  being  circulated 
among  my  forces,  inspired  new  hopes  and  energies  in  the 
array  of  the  border. 

Battle  of  "Westport. 

Night  closing  the  battle  of  Big  Blue  on  the  22d,  I  ordered 
my  troops  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  to  concentrate  wdthin 
the  lines  of  field-works  that  enclosed  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
only  a  small  force  remaining  in  front  of  Westport  near  the 
long  line  of  camp-fires  that  marked  the  position  and  vastly 
superior  numbers  of  the  rebel  forces.  The  citizens  and  sol- 
diers had  so  improved  the  natural  strength  of  Kansas  City  as 
to  make  this  position  almost  impregnable,  and  being  well 
furnished  wdth  food,  forage  and  ammunition,  I  replenished  ex- 
hausted stores  and  secured  my  w^eary  soldiers  a  few  hours  re- 
pose, which  after  so  many  days  of  marching,  watching  and 
fighting,  we  all  very  much  needed.  But  in  view^  of  to-mor- 
row, my  ofiicers  were  put  to  a  new  test  of  their  power  of  en- 
durance. 

The  enemy  had  halted  south  of  Westport,  and  some  five  or 
six  miles  south  of  Kansas  City,  where  he  could  either  turn  my 
new  right  flank,  which  rested  on  Turkey  creek,  or  attack  iu 
front  at  his  leisure.  I  therefore  determined  to  renew  the  of- 
fensive on  his  own  ground  with  my  main  force,  leaving  heavy 
artillery,  unmounted  militia  and  the  home  guards  of  the  city, 
to  hold  the  lino  of  cntrenclimerits  to  fall  back  upon  if  occa- 
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Bion  required.  A  despatch  from  Maj.  Frank  Eno,  St.  Louis, 
October  22d,  informed  me  that  Gen.  Kosecrans  was  at  1:30  P. 
M.  to-daj,  liftcen  miles  from  Lexington,  but  a  scout  from  his 
cavah*y  advance  reported  Gen.  Fleasanton  at  Lidependence, 
only  nine  miles  from  Kansas  City.  Militia  also  came  in  to  re- 
inforce me,  and  compensate  for  the  considerable  losses  of  the 
day. 

I  directed  Gens.  Blunt  and  Deitzler  to  personally  supervise 
preparations,  and  have  the  troops  to  commence  moving  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  all  of  my  staff  not  then  engaged 
locating  the  troops  for  the  night  were  also  directed  to  assist 
in  notifying  and  replenishing  the  militia  for  the  proposed  at- 
tack of  the  enemy  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  A  verbal 
message  was  also  sent  to  Gen.  Fleasanton  giving  him  informa- 
tion of  m}^  purpose.  Gen.  Fomeroy  volunteered  to  locate 
troops  at  the  crossing  of  the  Kansas  river,  so  as  to  apprise  me 
of  any  movement  around  my  right  flank.  The  officers  all 
heartily  united  and  labored  most  of  the  night  in  efforts  to  have 
everything  ready  for  a  united,  powerful  attack  on  the  rebel 
camp  at  daylight. 

Our  regular  volunteers  with  the  artillery,  moved  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  and  were  deployed  into  line  of  battle  two 
miles  south  of  Westport  and  Brush  creek,  wdiich  is  shown  on 
the  map  accompanying  this  report.  This  stream  lies  east  and 
west,  and  is  skirted  by  a  dense  forest  some  two  miles  wide. 
This  advance  of  Gen.  Blunt  was  soon  attacked  by  overwhelm- 
ing odds  and  gradually  fell  back.  The  militia  came  up  and 
deployed  under  Col.  Blair  on  the  right,  but  not  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  advanced  position.  Our  troops  fought  desper- 
ately and  sometimes  repulsed  the  enemy,  but  gradually  fell 
back  to  the  north  side  of  Brush  creek. 

After  directing  Gen.  Deitzler  and  Col.  Cotes  (who  com- 
manded the  Missouri  militia)  to  put  the  whole  male  population 
about  Kansas  City  on  duty  in  the  trenches  of  that  ])lace,  I 
pressed  forward  all  the  mounted  forces  and  joined  Gen.  Blunt 
at  Westport  at  half-past  seven,  where  I  found  our  forces  as 
last  mentioned. 
12 
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The  enemy  liad  advanced  liis  skirmishers  so  as  to  occupy 
the  limber  south  of  Brusli  creek,  while  onr  troops  occupied 
the  limber  on  the  nortli  side.  As  the  militia  were  coming 
forward  I  ordered  a  reconnoisance  to  the  left  and  front,  also 
sending  Maj.  Curtis  in  that  direction  with  orders  to  find  and 
report  matters  to  Gen.  Pleasanton,  and  .  irected  also  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  our  lines  to  the  right.  From  the  roof  of  the 
hotel,  where  I  Ibund  Gen.  Blunt,  we  could  see  beyond  Brush 
creek  the  rebel  forces  deployed  in  endless  lines  on  the  open 
prairie. 

McLain's  battery  was  on  the  brow  of  the  north  bank  of 
Brush  creek,  and  near  the  i-oad;  .Dodge's  9th  Wisconsin  bat- 
tery to  his  right.  "\Ye  also  had  about  twenty  other  pieces  of 
artillery,  mostly  mountain  howitzers,  with  cavalry,  taking  po- 
sitions as  their  supporting  squadrons  came  into  line.  Meantime 
continued  firing  was  kept  up  by  skirmishers  and  artillery  on 
both  sides  with  but  little  damage  to  either  after  taking  position 
named,  on  opposite  sides  of  Brush  creek. 

About  11  o'clock  I  went  myself  to  the. right  of  our  lines  and 
led  tlie  militia  forward  as  skirmishers.  I  tried  to  get  through 
the  timber  with  Dodge's  battery  and  two  little  howitzers  of 
my  escort,  but  the  roads  were  not  favorable  and  I  left  the  fur- 
ther movement  of  the  right  to  Col.  Blair,  who  was  soon  after 
joined  by  Gen.  Deitzler.  I  was  directed  by  an  old  man,  a 
Missouri*  patriot  of  seventy-five  years,  through  a  iiarrow  defile 
to  Brush  creek,  with  Dodge's  battery  and  other  forces.  With 
trembling,  sinking  steps,  the  old  man  directed  us  to  a  position 
where  we  immediately  began  to  demonstrate  against  the  ene- 
my tliat  occupied  the  inclined  plane  and  wooded  lieights  on 
the  south  of  Brush.  The  weary  veteran  refused  to  ride,  but 
sunk  down  with  delight  and  exhaustion  when  he  saw  the  suc- 
cess of  our  guns.  Like  many  other  brave  j\Iissourians  of  that 
day,  he  saw  the  rebellion  vanishing  before  him,  and  his  home 
and  country  free. 

Moving  further  down  Brush  creek  to  the  left,  I  found  Cols. 
Ford  and  Jennison  skirmishing  fiercely,  and.  cvidenly  success- 
fully, pressing  the  enemy  back.    Thinking  it  a  favorable  time 
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I  immediately  ordered  ii  cavalry  cliarg-e,  one  by  the  iiiaiii  road 
and  another  by  the  road  leading  to  the  left  and  front,  sup- 
ported by  advancing  skirmishers  and  second  lines.  At  the 
same  time  J  directed  Gen.  Blunt  to  advance  in  support  with 
McLain's  battery  and  other  artillery.  Tlie  cavalry  charges 
led  by  Lieut.  Col.  Iloyt  and  Capt.  Thompson,  dashed  forward 
with  a  terrible  shout,  carrying  the  heights  and  stone  fences, 
which  were  inmiediately  occupied  by  our  main  forces,  and  I 
soon  saw  our  main  line  extending  far  away  on  my  right,  emerg- 
ing from  the  dark  forests  of  IJrush  creek. 

The  enemy  was  soon  overpowei-ed,  and  after  a  violent  and 
desperate  struggle,  fell  back  to  another  elevation  on  the  broad 
prairie,  and  ope]ied  their  artillery  and  cavalry  to  their  utmost 
abilit}^  in  a  vain  attempt  to  check  our  general  movement. 

Our  militia  continued  to  come  swarming  out  of  the  forest, 
displaying  a  length  and  strength  of  numbers  that  surprised  me. 
Their  movement  was  steady,  orderly  and  gallant.  Every 
piece  of  artillery,  especially  the  little  howitzers,  was  in  active 
fire,  showing  artillery  enough  to  represent  an  army  of  fifty 
thousand.  This  display  of  force,  rather  than  efiective  fire, 
seemed  to  cause  the  enemy  to  increase  his  distance  before  us, 
while  we  steadily  advanced  all  arms  over  a  beautii'ul  prairie, 
where  both  armies  were  in  full  view. 

It  was  at  this  time  about  half  past  11  A.  I  telegraphed 
you  and  my  anxious  friends  in  the  rear  that  the  victory  was 
ours.  At  about  12  M.  the  guns  of  Gen.  Pleasanton  were  heard 
on  our  left,  and  at  2  P.  M.  his  lines  were  in  full  and  successful 
co-operation  on  the  left.  The  enemy's  retiring  movement  was 
immediately  changed  to  a  complete  rout,  and  our  troops  took 
up  the  pursuit  at  full  speed. 

I  met  with  Gen.  Pleasanton  at  a  farm  house  on  Indian  creek, 
where  he  related  to  me  his  movements,  which  had  also  com- 
menced early  in  the  morning,  and  included  active  operations 
most  of  the  day.  To  give  a  full  detail  of  malters  I  submit 
the  reports  of  my  associate  oliicei-s,  but  especially  the  follow- 
ing extracts.    Gen.  Blunt  says, — 
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All  the  niglit  of  the  22d  was  occupied  in  getting  in  am- 
munition and  subsistence  to  my  command,  with  the  view  of 
commencing  the  attack  -upon  the  enemy  at  dayliglit  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Daylight  on  the  morning  of  tlie  23d  revealed 
the  enemy  in  force,  on  the  open  prairie  directly  soutli  of  AVest- 
port,  and  about  two  miles  distant.  Col.  C.  ^Y.  Blair's  brigade 
of  state  militia  was  ordered  out  from  Kansas  City  at  3  o'clock 
A.  M.,  and  at  daylight  my  whole  command  was  in  motion, 
moving  in  columns  through  Westport  and  across  Brush  creek, 
and  soon  after  sunrise  the  1st,  2d  and  4lh  brigades  were  de- 
ployed into  line  of  battle  on  the  south  side  of  the  timber  skirt- 
ing Brush  creek,  where  Shelby's  division  of  Price's  army  was 
advancing  upon  my  line. 

Skirmishers  were  throv/n  forward,  and  the  engagement 
with  small  arms  and  artillery  soon  became  general.  My  ad- 
vance line  being  hard  pressed,  I  ordered  Col.  C.  W.  Blair  to 
advance  with  the  6th  and  10th  regiments  state  militia,  to  sup- 
port the  right  of  my  line  and  guard  my  right  liank,  which  or- 
der was  executed  with  great  promptness.  Time  being  re- 
quired to  get  the  militia  arriving  from  Kansas  City  dis- 
mounted and  in  position,  and  the  contest  in  front  being  severe 
and  unequal,  I  directed  my  advance  line  to  fall  back  to  the 
north  side  of  Brush  creek.  The  enemy  advanced  a  short  dis- 
tance, but  did  not  attempt  to  attack  my  second  line,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  force  that  approached  through  the  timber 
to  attack  my  left  flank.  This  force  was  promptly  repulsed  by 
the  5th  and  19th  regiments  of  the  state  militia  under  Cols. 
Colton  and  Hogan. 

Maj.  Gen.  Deitzler,  K.  S.  M.,  reports : — 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  I  received  instructions 
from  the  commanding  general  to  remain  at  Kansas  City,  and 
to  place  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  position  in  the  intrench- 
ments,  and  hurry  to  the  front.  About  9  o'clock  A.  M.  I  di- 
rected Brig.  Gen.  Sherry,  K.  S.  M.,  to  assume  command  of 
the  works  in  Kansas  City,  and  proceeded  to  AVestport.  There 
had  been  some  severe  lighting  all  the  morning  in  the  vicinity 
of  Westport,  and  some  brilliant  charges  by  the  15th  and  16th 
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Xausas  voliiiitecr  cavalry,  which  were  received  with  great 
stubbornness  and  resulted  in  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy,  but  no 
ground  was  gained  by  our  .side. 

"AVlien  I  arrived  at  the  front  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  I 
found  our  forces  formed  on  the  blulF  on  the  uorth  side  of  Brush 
creek,  the  left  resting  on  the  road  leading  from  AYestport  to 
Hickman's  mill,  and  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  said  creek 
beyond  the  woods.  The  Kansas  militia  were  dismounted  and 
the  horses  sent  to  the  rear,  and  as  soon  as  the  formation  was 
completed  our  Ibrces  were  ordered  by  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis  to  ad- 
vance with  Gen.  Blunt  on  the  left,  and  myself  on  the  right. 
The  personal  presence  of  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis  inspired  the  men 
with  confidence,  and  the  whole  command  moved  forward  in 
IDevfect  order  through  the  dense  underbrush,  and  as  they 
emerged  from  the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  Brush  creek  they 
encountered  the  enemy  in  strong  force,  and  after  a  severe 
struggle,  in  which  our  trpops  showed  great  bravery,  drove  him 
from  his  chosen  position. 

"  Taking  advantage  of  the  confusion  which  occurred  in  the 
enemy's  line  at  this  time,  our  victorious  force  advanced  rap- 
idly into  the  open  field,  firing  volley  after  volley  into  the  flying 
rebels,  killing  and  wounding  large  numbers  who  were  left  in 
our  hands. 

"Both  armies  were  now  in  full  view  of  each  other  on  the 
open  prairie,  presenting  one  of  the  most  magnificent  specta- 
cles in  nature.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  stand, 
but  such  was  the  daring  bravery  of  our  troops  that  they  never 
succeeded  in  rallying  and  forming  their  men  to  oficr  any  con- 
siderable resistance.  A  running  fight  was  then  kept  up  for 
about  four  miles,  the  enemy  slowly  retreating  in  a  southerly 
direction  parallel  with,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  state  line 
in  Missouri,  where  Gen.  Kosecrans'  advance  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Pleasanton,  made  its  appearance  some  distance  from  the  right 
of  the  enemy,  and  opened  upon  them  with  artillery.  At  this 
point  the  retreat  became  a  perfect  rout,  and  the  enemy  run- 
ning in  great  confusion  southward  were  soon  out  of  sight. 
Their  course  was  indicated  by  dense  columns  of  smoke  cma- 
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nating  from  llieir  burning  of  the  prairie,  hay,  grain,  stricks, 
&;c.  I  accompanied  the  pursuit  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
Bhie,  wJiore  we  were  joined  by  Ishij.  Gen.  Fleasanton  and 
staff. 

"After  consultation  with  that  oflicer,it  was  decided  that  the 
United  States  forces  under  Gens.  Curtis  and  Pleasanton,  wore 
sufficient  to  follow  the  rebel  horde  and  to  drive  them  beyund 
the  states  of  Missouri  and  liansas,  whereupon  1  recpiested  and 
obtained  [)ermission  from  the  general  commanding,  to  order 
the  militia  to  their  several  counties,  except  the  5th,  Gtli  and 
10th  regiments,  nil  from  southern  Kansas,  who  continued  with 
the  pursuit  to  Fort  Scott,  from  whence  they  were  sent  to  their 
homes." 

Col.  Ford,  of  2d  Colorado,  reports  : — 

"  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  I  was  ordered  with  my 
brigade  through  Westport.  1  formed  a  portion  of  the  2d  Col- 
orado and  IGth  Kansas  on  the  hill  immediately  south  of  Brush 
creek,  with  one  section  of  the  battery,  but  soon  after  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  the  prairie  and  look  up  position  across  the  road 
to  the  left  of  Col.  Jennison's  brigade,  the  section  of  the  bat- 
tery being  placed  in  the  road.  For  a  while  the  firing  was  ex- 
clusively artillery,  but  the  rebels  advancing,  the  whole  line 
was  soon  engaged,  and  kept  up  a  very  steady  and  galling  lire 
for  two  hours  and  more. 

(To  bo  continued.) 
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PEOOEEDIUGS  OF  THE  lANNUAL  MEETma  OE  TEE  STATE 
HISTOKIOAL  SOCIETY. 

Iowa  City,  December  7,  1869. 

The  Iowa  State  Historical  Society  held  its  regular  annual 
meeting  at  7  o'clock  this  evening,  at  the  council  chamber,  in 
Iowa  City. 

Rev.  R.  L.  Ganter,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  and 
first  and  second  Vice  Presidents,  opened  the, meeting  and  pre- 
sided until  the  arrival  of  Prof  W.  G.  Ilannnoud,  second  Yice 
President,  who  assumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Charles  Lewis,  a  committee  of  five  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  report  iiominations  for  ofticers  of  the 
Society,  and  also  a  Board  of  Curators.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  the  following  gentlemen,  to-wit:  George  W.  Dod- 
der, A.  C.  Younkin,  Dr.  Henry  Murray,  Thomas,  M.  Ban- 
bury and  J ohn  P.  Irish. 

The  committee  submitted  the  following  report : — 

For  President,  William  G.  Hammond  ;  Yice  Presidents, 
Rev.  Richard  L.  Ganter,  Hon.  George  G.  Wright,  Hon.  Eze- 
kiel  Clark,  Rev.  William  Emonds,  Rev.  Jas.  Black,  D.  D. ; 
Recording  Secretary,  William  Cullen  Gaston  ;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Frederick  Lloyd,  M.  D. ;  Treasurer,  H.  S.  AYelton ; 
Librarian,  Silas  Foster;  Curators,  M.  W.  Davis,  William 
Yogt,  M.  D.,  F.  PL  Lee,  Jno.  P.  Irish,  S.  E.  Paine,  Robert 
Hutchinson,  George  W.  Dodder,  Archibald  C.  Younkin,  ^N". 
H.  Brainerd,  Thomas  M.  Banbury,  William  Crum,  Henry 
Murray,  M.  D.,  Moses  Bloom,  Thomas  Hughes,  J.  H.Boucher, 
M.  D.,  Samuel  C.  Trowbridge,  George  G.  Cornell,  Charles 
Lewis. 

On  motion  the  report,  except  as  to  Corresponding  Secretary, 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion,  a  ballot  was  had  for  Corresponding  Secretary, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Frederick  Lloyd,  M.  D. 

On  recommendatio]!  of  the  Board  of  Curators,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Society  was  amended  by  fixing  the  time  for  the 
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animal  meeting  on  the  third  Tuesday  evening  of  October  of 
eacli  year. 

Also  on  a  like  recommendation,  tlie  following  amendment 
was  adopted,  viz  : 

To  strike  out  after  the  woi'd  Librarian,  in  Sec.  4  of  Art.  1  of 
the  Constitution,  the  words  "  eighteen  Curators,"  and  add  to 
said  article  the  following: — "At  the  annual  election  in  1SG9, 
eighteen  Curators  shall  be  elected,  who  shall  at  their  first 
meeting  determine  by  lot,  which  of  them  shall  hold  for  two 
years,  and  which  for  one  year;  and  at  the  annual  meeting 
thereafter,  there  shall  be  nine  curators  elected  who  shall  serve 
for  two  years." 

The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  read,  ac- 
cepted and  adopted. 

On  motion,  II.  W.  LathropandW.  A.  Ballard  were  elected 
members  of  this  Society. 

On  motion,  the  committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting 
for  1S6S  to  procure  the  delivery  of  an  address  at  this  meeting, 
was  continued,  with  directions  to  secure  such  address  for  some 
convenient  time  during  the  commencement  exercises  of  the 
State  University,  in  June  following. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned. 

WILLIAM  C  QLLEN  GASTO^T, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Annals  of  Iowa. 


YoL,  VIIL       IOWA  CITY,  APRIL,  1S70.       '      Is^o.  2. 


THE  EARLY  HISTOEY  OF  IO¥A. 


BV  CHAliLKS  NEGUS. 
(Coutiimcd  from  page  15. ) 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  in  1S39,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body  were  interrupted  by  tlie  death  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Conway,  the  secretary  of  the  territory ;  and  at  that 
time  there  were  no  provisions  by  statute  for  any  person  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  in  case  of  a  vacancy.  To 
meet  this-  emergency,  the  legislature  passed  a  joint  resolution, 
appointing  Charles  Yf  eston  a  fiscal  agent,  njaking  it  his  duty 
to  take  charge  of  the  office  of  the  secretary,  and  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office,  so  far  as  practicable,  until  the  vacancy 
should  be  filled  by  appointment  from  the  president.  James 
Clark,  the  conductor  of  th^  Gazette,  received  the  appointment 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Conwa  ,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  death  of  Conway,  and  the  appointment  of  Clark,  so  in- 
terrupted the  chain  of  business  in  the  secretary's  office,  that 
on  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  Clark,  as  the  disbursing 
agent,  was  not  able  to  pay  the  members  thcir^;^?*  dic^n  allow- 
ance for  services  during  the  session.  Before  he  could  disburse 
money;  Clark  had  to  notity  the  president  of  his  acceptance  of 
the  office,  give  bond,  and  receive  a  draft  to  dravr  the  money 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 
13 
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Mai\y  of  the  members  liad  not  the  means  to  pay  their  bills 
and  get  home  without  receiving  their  pay,  and  tlie  secretary, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  pay  them,  at  the  time  of  the  adjourn- 
ment, liad  not  money  with  wliich  to  pay  them  ;  and  it  was  not 
probable  he  would  get  the  necessary  documents  to  enable  him 
to  get  the  money  for  several  weeks.  This,  to  many  of  the 
members,  was  a  serious  dilhculty.  To  relieve  the  members  of 
this  difliculty,  Yan  Antwei'p,  who  at  that  time  held  the  office 
of  receiver,  in  the  land  office  at  l^urlington,  proposed  to  the 
legislature  to  furnish  Clark  with  the  requisite  amount  of  money 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  legislature,  if  they  would  indemni- 
fy him  against  any  loss  by  so  doing.  Upon  this  proposition 
the  legislature  passed  a  joint  resolution,  requesting  Yan  Ant- 
werp to  advance  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  from  the 
public  moneys  in  his  hands,  sufficient  amount  to  pay  ihe  mem- 
bers and  ofHcers  of  that  session,  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the 
territory  to  him  for  any  amount  he  might  advance  to  the  sec- 
retary for  that  purpose,  and  instructed  the  governor  to  refund 
to  him  the  money  so  advanced,  out  of  the  money  he  might  re- 
ceive, for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  legisla- 
ture. So  that,  in  this  way,  the  members  were  enabled  to  get 
their  pay,  and  relie/e  themselves  of  a  financial  difficulty, 
which  for  a  while  was  very  embarrassing. 

There  was  none  of  the  lands  purchased  from  the  Indians  in 
Iowa  brought  into  market  till  1838  ;  and  although  there  had 
been  many  settlements  made  previous  to  that  date,  the  fee 
simple  title  to  the  lands  was  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
only  title  the  settlers  had  was  that  of  possession,  or  claim-title. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1838,  congress  passed  an  act,  making 
what  afterwards  composed  the  states  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 
a  district  for  a  surveyor  of  public  lands,  and  established  his  office 
at  Dubuque.  This  country,  previous  to  this  time,  had  been 
in  the  Ohio  district,  and  the  surveyor  general's  office  was 
kept  at  Cincinnati.  This  act  made  it  the  duty  of  the  surveyor 
of  Ohio  to  deliver  all  the  maps  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  the  new  district, 
to  the  surveyor  of  this  district. 
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Albert  Gallatin  Ellis,  of  Green  Bay,  was  appointed  in  June, 
1838,  the  first  surveyor  general  of  AVisconsin  and  Iowa.  Eli- 
jah Dndle,  who  had  long 'been  a  clerk  in  the  office  at  Cincin- 
nati, brouglit  from  that  office  to  Dubuque  the  maps  and  other 
documents  which  properly  belonged  to  the  new  office,  and 
became  the  chief  cler.'.  of  the  office. 

Ellis  only  served  about  a  year  as  surveyor  general,  when  he 
resigned,  and  George  W.  Jones  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
The  maps  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  new  office  were 
removed,  and  all  other  necessary  arrangements  were  made,  so 
that  this  office  was  opened  ibr  business  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  season. 

Congress  also,  at  the  same  time  divided  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  into  two  land  districts,  one  of  which  was  com- 
posed of  all  the  lands  south  of  the  east  and  west  line  dividing 
townships  seventy-seven  and  seventy-eight,  which  was  imme-' 
diately  south  of  the  township  in  which  Davenport  is  located, 
and  was  called  the  Des  Moines  land  district,  the  office  of  which 
was  located  at  Burlington.  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  a  son  of  Gov. 
Dodge,  was  appointed  register,  and  Yerplank  Van  Antwerp, 
of  "New  York,  receiver  of  the  office  at  Burlington ;  and  the 
lands  north  of  this  line  were  called  Dubuque  land  district,  and 
the  office  for  this  district  was  established  at  Dubuque.  Joseph 
W.  Worthington,  of  North  Carolina,  was  ap])  tinted  register, 
and  Thomas  McKnight,  of  Dubuque,  receiver  of  the  latter 
office.  All  the  lands  of  the  Black  Ilawk  purchase  of  1832, 
and  those  of  Keokuk's  reserve  in  ISST),  and  most  of  the  lands 
of  the  purchase  of  1837,  were  surveyed  under  the  direction  of 
the  surveyor  general  at  Cincinnati,  before  the  office  at  Du- 
buque was  opened  for  business. 

These  new  land  offices  were  opened  for  business  soon  after 
they  were  established,  and  an  opportunity  given  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands  to  prove  up  their  pre-emption  rights  to  lands 
they  claimed,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  tlie  summer  and  fall  all 
these  lands  were  brought  into  market,  and  olfered  to  be  sold 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder.  One  dollar  and  twentv- 
five  cents  per  acre  was  the  minimum  price  at  which  any  of  the 
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lands  would  be  sold,  and  at  the  public  sale  the  person  wlio 
would  bid  this  amount,  or  more,  became  the  purchaser.  The 
lands  were  offered  1  or  sale  in  eighty  acre  tracts,  and  no  lessor 
larger  quantity  was  offered  at  public  sale  at  once.  After  the 
lands  had  been  once  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
and  there  was  no  purchaser  found,  then  it  could  be  entered 
in  forty  acre  tracts  at  the  minimum  price,  b}^  any  one  who 
wished  to  make  a  purchase.  Although  the  lands  \vere  offered 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  they  very  seldom  brought 
more  than  the  minimum  j^rice,  and  particularly  the  lands 
claimed  by  settlers.  The  settlers  being  aware  that  if  rival 
bidding  was  permitted  in  any  one  instance,  it  might  become  a 
general  thing,  and  for  self-preservation  they  formed  strong 
combinations  to  protect  each  othei",  in  order  to  procure  the 
lands  on  which  they  had  settled,  at  the  lowest  price.  In  some 
few  instances  attempts  were  made  to  bid  on  the  lands  claimed 
by  the  settlers,  but,  as  a  gener.'il  thing,  the  parties  who  at- 
tempted it  were  summarily  and  decisively  disposed  of,  and 
they  were  glad  to  retire  from  the  contest. 

The  receipts  of  the  land  office  at  Burlington  amounted  to 
nearly  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  within  the  lirst  year  after  the 
office  was  opened.  In  the  Dubuque  district  the  receipts  were 
not  so  large. 

Most  ot  those  who  came  to  Iowa  before  railroads  were  built, 
came  by  the  river,  and  after  a  long  and  weai-y  journey  down 
tlie  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi,  they  were  inclined  to  stop  at 
the  first  landings,  and  the  southern  part  of  Iowa,  probably, 
from  this  cause,  at  lirst  settled  up  much  more  rapidly  than  the 
northern  portion.  Alter  the  whites  were  permitted  to  cross 
over  to  the  west  bank  of  the  i^Iississippi,  the  res(>urces  of  Iowa 
were  soon  much  known  to  the  states,  and  immigraiion  rapidly 
came  fi'om  tlie  east  to  the  west;  and  the  country  settled  up  be- 
yond the  expectation  of  every -one,  and  Iowa  increased  in 
population  almost  wdthout  a  parallel.  And  owing  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  land,  most  of  the  lirst  settlers,  who  were 
of  industrious  and  frugal  habits,  became  wealthy,  and  in  their 
declining  days  lived  at  their  ease. 
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In  J  839,  congress  made  provisions  for  opening  and  bridging 
in  Iowa,  what  were  called  military  roads.  One  of  these  roads 
started  from  Dubuque,  and  passed  througb  the  county  seats  of 
Jones,  Johnson,  Washington  and  Henry  counties,  and  thence 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  a  point 
where  it  was  thought  would  bu  most  suitable  for  its  extension 
to  Jefierson  City  and  St.  Louis;  and  it  provided  for  opening 
and  bridging  another  road  from  Burlington  through  the  coun- 
ties of  Des  Moiues,  Henry  (then-  Henry  and  Jetl'erson)  and 
Yan  Buren,to  the  Indian  Agency,  near  the  river  Des  Moines. 
Subsequently  there  was  an  appropriation  made  by  congress 
for  a  road  from  Muscatine  to  Iowa  City. 

For  man)"  years  after  the  first  settling  of  the  country,  the 
thoroughfares  from  place  to  place  were  but  very  little  more 
than  what  they  were  by  nature,  and  the  travel,  made  them. 
Most  of  the  streams  crossed  by  these  roads  were,  bridged, 
which  very  much  improved  the  facilities  for  traveling,  and, 
compared  with  other  roads  in  the  territory,  were  extensively 
used.  Appropriations  were  made  for  openiiig  these  roads  by 
government,  professedly  for  military  purposes,  so  that  troops, 
in  case  of  war  with  the  Indians,  or  wei-e  needed  for  other  pur- 
poses, could  be  quickly  moved  from  one  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory to  another.  These  bridges  were  built  in  a  good  substan- 
tial manner,  under  the  direction  of  government  engineers,  and 
in  the  first  settling  of  the  country,  were  of  very  great  benefit 
to  travelers. 

During  the  summer  of  1840,  the  United  States  caused  the 
census  to  be  taken  by  the  marshal,  Francis  Gehon,  and  the 
population  at  that  time  was  found  to  be  43,1  li.  After  the 
pensus  reports  were  made  out,  tlie  governor  thought  proper 
to  convene  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  new 
apportionment  of  its  members.  The  legislature  met  in  July, 
and  made  the  following  distribution  of  its  members,  which 
shows  what  poi-lions  of  Iowa  were  most  attractive  to  the  first 
settlers. 

Under  this  a|)portionmcnt  Lee  county  had  two  members  of 
the  council,  and  three  representatives.    The  county  of  Van 


'  1 


00 


102 


ANXALS  OF  IOWA. 


[APRIL, 


Buren  had  two  members  of  the  council,  and  three  representa- 
tives. The  county  of  Des  Moines  had  one  member  of  the 
council,  and  five  representatives.  Henry  county  had  one 
councilman,  and  three  representatives.  Jefferson  county  had 
one  councilman,  and  one  representative.  The  counties  of 
Washington  and  Louisa  had  one  councilman,  and  two  re'p- 
resentatives.  The  counties  of  Muscatine  and  Johnson  had 
one  member  of  the  council,  and  two  representatives.  The 
counties  of  Cedar,  Linn  and  Jones  luid  one  councilman,  and 
two  representatives.  The  counties  of  Scott  and  Clinton  had 
one  councilman,  and  two  representatives.  The  counties  of 
Dubuque,  Jackson,  Delaware  and  Clayton,  had  two  members 
of  the  council,  and  three  representatives. 

There  was  but  very  little  done  at  this  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, except  the  passing  of  local  acts.  There  was  a  law  en- 
acted authorizing  a  vote  in  the  territory  on  a  proy>osition  for 
taking  the  prej)aratory  steps  to  form  a  state  government.  Tliis 
vote  was  taken  at  the  next  election  in  1810,  but  the. popular 
sentiment  at  that  time  was  in  favor  of  territorial  government. 
In  184:0  there  was  much  political  excitement.  The  democratic 
party  had  had  the  ascendency  in  the  federal  government  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  and  public  patronage  had  been  gener- 
ally bestowed  upon  the  members  of  that  party  ;  and  particu- 
larly in  Iowa,  the  federal  offices  were  tilled  with  democrats. 
Yan  Buren's  administration  had  become  unpopular  with  the 
jDeople,  and  the  whig  politicians  being  anxious  for  place,  there 
were  great  efforts  made  in  1840  to  change  the  policy 
of  the  administration.  Yan  Buren  was  the  democrat,  and 
Harrison  the  whig  candidate  for  president.  Public  sentiment 
seemed  to  rapidly  turn  against  Yan  Buren,  and  in  favor  of 
Harrison,  and  the  result  was  that  the  latter  ^vas  elected  by  a 
large  majoi-ity.  As  soon  as  the  result  was  known,  there  be- 
came a  general  scramble  among  the  Avhigs  lor  office,  and 
nearly  all  the  old  officers  throughout  the  country,  froui  secre- 
tary #*f  state  down  to  the  smallest  post  office,  were  turned  out 
and  whigs  appointed  in  their  places.  And  all  the  democrats 
in  the  territory  that  could  be,  were  turned  out  of  their  offices, 
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to  give  place  tor  wliigs,  which  were  njostly  lilled  by  strangers 
from  tlie  states. 

John  Clianibers,  of  Kent  cky,  was  appointed  governor;  O. 
IT.  StuU,  of  Yirginia,  was  made  secretary;  James  Wilson,  of 
New  Hampshire,  received  the  ajjpointment  of  surveyor  gen- 
eral;  and  tlie  land  oiiices  and  other  places  were  mostly  filled 
b}^  men  not  citizens  of  the  territory.  These  appointments  were 
made  very  soon  after  the  new  administration  came  into  power, 
and  the  appointees,  early  in  the  season,  moved  into  the  terri- 
tory, and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

In  the  fall  of  1841  Gov.  Chambers  was  instructed  by  the 
president  to  hold  a  trcat}^  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  with  a 
view  of  purchasing  all  their  lands  in  Iowa,  and  moving  the 
Indians  out  of  its  limits.  In  pursuance  of  these  instruc- 
tions, the  governor  called  the  Indians  together  at  their  agency 
near  the  Des  Moines  river  to  make  their  payment,  due  tiiem 
by  the  provision  of  former  treaties,  and  to  hold  a  council  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  their  lands.  On  this  occasion  there 
were  between  two  and  three  thousand  Indians  assembled. 
The  United  States  government  ordered  a  company  of  diagoons 
to  the  agenc}^  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  order,  and  a  good 
many  whites  from  the  settlements,  some  on  business,  and  some 
for  curiosity,  assembled  at  the  agency,  and  altogether,  there 
was  a  large  assembly  of  people,  which  with  the  governor  and 
his  suite,  made  quite  an  imposing  scene.  The  Indians  were 
fed  on  the  occasion  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  and  all 
seemed  to  be  in  good  spirits.  They  engaged  in  various  sports, 
and  seemed  to  regard  it  as  a  general  holiday.  Among  these 
sports  was  one  which  they  called  smoking  for  horses.  This 
was  done  by  placing  a  large  number  of  their  men  in  a  row, 
squatted  down  in  a  stooping  posture,  with  their  backs  bare, 
when  one  of  their  number,  leading  a  hor'-^e  in  one  hand,  and 
holdini^  a  switch  in  the  other,  would  come  within  a  reaching: 
distance  of  those  squatted  down,  and  strike  some  one  of  the 
number  w^ith  all  his  might  over  the  bare  back  some  three  or 
four  times.  If  the  Indian  hit  with  the  switch  cringed,  or 
gave  any  indication  of  being  hurt,  the  one  with  the  switch 
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passed  him  by,  and  repeated  tlie  same  performance  on  the 
back  of  another  one,  till  he  found  one  who  would  stand  the 
castigation  without  fiinchirig,  and  to  him  he  gave  the  liorse, 
wlien  the  receiver  would  rise  from  his  squatting  posture,  mount 
the  horse,  and  ride  off  with  the  cheers  of  the  company.  This 
was  a  very  interesting  ceremony  witli  the  Indians,  and  they 
became  much  excited  with  it.  Those  who  succeeded  in  bear- 
ing the  whip  without  flinching,  seemed  to  think  they  had 
achieved  great  honor,  while  those  who  did  not,  felt  themselves 
degraded.  In  tins  way  there  was  quite  a  number  of  horses 
changed  hands  in  a  short  time. 

The  Indians  were  kept  together  for  council  nearly  a  week, 
and  every  effort  in  his  power  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  his  suite  to  effect  a  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  pro- 
vide a  home  for  them  in  the  north.  But  the  Sacs  an  I  Foxes, 
either  from  a  fear  of  the  Sioux,  or  beca\ise  they  did  not  like  a 
cold  climate,  hesitated  about  coming  to  any  definite  terms. 

One  morning  when  the  chiefs  were  called  togeth.r,  it  hav- 
ing rained  the  evening  before,  the  aii*  was  quite  chilly,  and 
there  was  a  cold,  cutting  wind  blowing  from  the  north-west, 
and  the  governor,  when  he  came  into  the  council,  remarked  to 
Keokuk  that  it  was  very  cold,  to  which  the  shrewd  old  chief 
quickly  replied,  "that  the  Great  Spirit  had  caused  it  to  turn 
cold,  that  His  people  might  have  a  foretaste  of  what  they  would 
have  to  experience  if  they  sold-their  lands  and  moved  north." 
This  little  incident  had  its  ^^i3ight,  and  was  probably  the 
means  of  preventing  the  purchase  of  their  lands  at  that  time, 
for  the  great  obstacle  seemed  to  be  their  objection  to  moviiig 
north.  So  this  treaty  proved  a  failure,  much  to  the  regret  of 
those  who  were  anxious  to  occupy  some  of  the  choice  spots  in 
the  Indian  country. 

Only  a  small  portion  of  Johnson  county  was  embraced  in 
the  first  purchase. 

After  the  Indians  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississi])pi, 
there  was  a  trading  house  established  in  the  south-east  ])art  of 
the  county,  on  the  Iowa  river,  in  Jvcokuk's  reserve,  near  the 
western  line  of  the  first  purchase.    This  trading  house  which 
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was  under  the  eupcrintendence  of  John  Gilbert,  was  proba- 
bly the  lirst  settlement  in  the  county.  Gilbert  was  a  native  of 
tlie  state  of  New  York,  a  pjood  scholar,  was  possessed  of  busi- 
ness talents,  and  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  His 
real  name  was  said  to  be  John  W.  Prentice,  lie  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  business  in  liis  native  state;  this,  with' other 
circumstances,  caused  him  to  change  his  name  and  residence 
and  come  west,  lie  entered  into  the  employ  of  the  Green 
Bay  Trading  Company,  learned  the  Indian  language,  had  the 
confidence  of  the  company,  and  was  sent  to  various  points  to 
trade  with  the  Indians,  and  as  a  trader  came  among  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes.    He  died  in  March,  1839, 

In  the  fall  of  1836.  Gilbert,  while  on  a  visit  to  the  town  of 
liock  Island  (then  called  Stephenson),  fell  in  with  Philip  Clark 
and  Eli  Myers,  and  they  went  home  with  him.  These  men 
had  traveled  on  horseback  from  Indiana,  for  the-  purpose  of 
seeing  the  couritr^^  and  selecting  a  place  in  which  to  settle 
with  their  families.  The}'  were  pleased  with  the  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  trading  house,  and  that  fall  selected  their 
claims  and  built  cabins,  preparatory  for  opening  farms,  and 
returned  home.  The  next  spring,  accompanied  by  several  of 
their  neighbors,  they  moved  out  with  their  families;  and  they 
may  be  reckoned  among  the  first  permanent  settlers  of  this 
county. 

The  site  on  which  Iowa  City  was  laid  out  w^as  in  the  same 
purchase  which  was  made  on  the  21st  of  October,  1837,  and 
by  the  provisions  of  this  treaty,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  were  not 
required  to  give  up  possession  of  these  lands  till  eight  months 
after  it  was  ratified  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  wdiich 
was  not  done  and  proclaimed  till  the  21st  of  February,  1838; 
60  that  the  Indians  were  rightfully  in  possession  of  the  land 
when  the  capital  was  located.  The  town  was  laid  out  and 
surveyed  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  Cox,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  lirst  legislature,  and  quite  a  noted  character  in 
the  early  days  of  Iowa.  lie  wiis  assisted  in  tiie  survey  by 
John  Frierson,  and  the  map  of  the  town  was  drawn  by  L. 
Jackson.  The  surveyors  conunenced  their  work  in  the  latter 
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part  of  June,  but  owing  to  the  thick  growth  of  timl)er  on 
most  of  the  grounds,  tlie  survey  was  not  conij^leted  so  tliatthe 
lots  could  be  sold,  till  the  18th  of  Aug  ust,  1831).  At  this  date, 
iSter  due  notice,  there  was  held  a  public  sale  of  lots.  About 
the  time  of  the  Urst  sale  of  lots,  Walter  Butler  and  lanjily  came 
to  the  town  and  ere'cted  a  building  for  a  hotel,  wliich  may  be 
regarded  as  the  first  public  house  ej-ected  at  this  ])oint,  and  in 
earlv  days  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
place. 

As  yet,  there  were  no  laid  out  roads  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  but  few  beaten  paths  by  which  the  traveler  could 
direct  his  course;  and  strangers  frequently  missed  their  way 
while  crossing  the  large  prairies,  and  this  was  particularly  the 
case  in  travehng  between  the  capital  and  Dubuque.  To  rem- 
edy this  difficulty,  Lyman  Dillon  was  employed  to  mark  out 
this  route ;  and  with  his  prairie  team  he  plowed  a  furrow  the 
whole  distance  between  the  two  places. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  there  were  about  twenty  families 
settled  in  Iowa  Cit}',  and  on  the  11th  of  this  month  the  con- 
tract for  building  the  capitol  was  let  to  Eayne  &  Co.,  the  indi- 
viduals who  had  built  the  capitol  at  Springfield,  Illinois, 
Skean  and  j^TcDonald,  of  this  firm,  came  oi]  in  the  follow- 
ing April  with  a  lai'ge  number  of  hands  and  conjmenced  the 
work,  wliich,  with  other  improvements,  gave  the  city  quite  a 
business-like  appearance. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  the  21st  of  October,  1837 
the  United  States  were  to  expend  in  breaking  up,  and  fenc- 
ing grounds,  twenty-four  thoui^and  dollars,-'  iorthe  use  of  the 
Indians.  And  to  carry  out  this  agreement,  in  the  sunmicr  of 
1839,  the  general  government,  about  sixteen  miles  west  of 
Iowa  City,  broke  up  and  put  under  substantial  fence  about  a 
section  of  land.  This  was  near  where  Poweshiek  had  located 
liis  village,  and  was  for  the  use  of  his  band.  But  this  ex- 
penditure of  money  did  the  Indians  but  very  little  good,  for 
through  their  neglect  the  fences  were  burned  up,  and  the 
whole  im})rovement  soon  went  to  waste. 
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On  the  20th  of  June,  18^1:1,  the  citizens  of  Iowa  City  were 
greatlj  elated  by  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Ripple,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Jones.  This  was  the  first  sieamer  that 
ever  thus  far  ascended  the  Iowa  river.  The  occasion  was 
celebrated  by  a  public  dinner  and  other  festivities,  in  which 
about  seventy-live  persons  participated. 

The  legislature,  which  met  at  Burlington  in  the  fallof  ISIO, 
on  the  18th  of  January,  l^itl,  passed  an  act  which  required 
the  next  legislature  to  convene  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  next 
December  at  Iowa  City,  provided  the  public  buildings  would 
be  60  far  completed  that  the  legislative  assembly  could  be  ac- 
commodated in  them,  or  that  other  suitable  buildings  should  be 
furnished,  free  of  rent.  In  either  case  the  governor  was  to  issue 
his  proclamation  convening  the  legislature  at  that  place. 

After  it  was  known  that  a  law  had  been  passed  authorizing 
the  convening  of  the  legislature  at  Iowa  City,  early  in  the 
season  of  that  year.  Dr.  N.  Jackson,  an  old  gentleman  who 
had  had  some  experience  in  an  editorial  life,  went  to  Iowa 
City  and  started  a  democratic  paper  called  the  "  Iowa  City 
Argus,"  which  was  the  first  newspaper  ever  published  at  that 
place.  Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  Argus,  William  Crum 
started  a  whig  paper,  called  the  "Iowa  Statesman." 

Ver  Plank  Van  Antwarp,  who,  in  the  early  days  of  the  ter- 
ritory took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  under  the  YanBuren 
administration  held  the  receiver's  ofiice  in  the  land  ofiice  at  Bur- 
lington, was  ambitious  of  maintaining  his  political  standing  in 
the  territory.  And  having  been  turned  out  of  ofiice  by  the  new 
administration,  and  having  no  particular  business  to  which  he 
could  turn  his  attention,  associated  himself  with  Thomas 
Hughes,  who  was  a  practical  printer,  and  had  been  engaged 
in  publishing  a  paper  at  Muscatine,  went  to  Iowa  City,  and 
on  the  ith  of  December,  184:1,  published  a  paper  called  "The 
Iowa  City  Capital  Reporter." 

^Notwithstanding  the  great  whig  triumph  which  had  been 
achieved  the  year  belbre  at  the  presidential  election,  the  legis- 
lature of  Iowa  was  largely  democratic.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  legislature  there  arose  a  fierce  and  bitter  quarrel  between 
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the  proprietors  of  the  two  democratic  papers  and  their  friends, 
about  who  should  liave  the  job  of  doing  the  incidental  print- 
for  the  session ;  and  several  ballots  were  taken  by  the  legisla- 
ture without  being  able  to  elect  a  printer.  At  last,  the  demo- 
crats being  desirous  of  having  a  paper  to  represent  their  party 
permanently  established  at  the  seat  of  governnient,  and  'being 
Batisfied  that  two  papers  of  the  same  kind  in  j^olitics  could  not 
be  sustained,  undertook  to  c.anpromise  the  difficulty.  And 
the  proprietors  of  the  two  papers  were  induced  to  leave  the 
dispute  to  their  mutual  friends,  to  settle  their  claims  to  the 
public  patronage.  The  arbitrators  agreed  U})on  a  compromise 
of  the  matters  of  difference,  by  deciding  that  the  proprietors 
of  "The  Capital  Heporter"  should  have  the  job  of  printing, 
on  condition  that  they  would  ])urchase  Jackson's  press  at  a 
price  fixed  by  themselves.  Hughes  and  Yan  Antwerp  thought 
the  price  exorbitant,  but  concluded  to  purchase  th.e  establish- 
ment at  the  price  fixed,  and  combine  the  two  offices  into  one. 
Yan  Antwerp,  v/ho  conducted  the  editorial  department  of  the 
paper,  being  naturally  a  man  of  high  spirits,  and  desirous  of 
having  everything  his  own  way,  was  not  well  pleased  with  the 
regimen  he  had  to  submit  to,  in  order  to  get  the  public  print- 
ing and  permanently  establish  his  paper.  His  feelings  had 
become  somewhat  soured  towards  those  democrats  who  had 
opposed  his  wishes  and  befriended  Jackson,  and  after  the  mat- 
ter of  public  printing  was  finally  settled,  Yan  Antwerp  pub- 
lished in  his  paper  some  very  severe  strictures  upon  the  course 
pursued  by  those  who  had  befriended  his  opponent.  And  among 
the  number  whom  the  editor  of  the  Keporter  undertook  to  chas- 
tise through  the  columns  of  his  paper,  for  what  he  deemed  to 
be  derelictions  of  democratic  })rinciples,  was  M.  Bainbridge,  a 
member  of  the  council,  from  Dubuque.  Bainbridge  was  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  council,  aiui  at  a  former  session 
had  been  president  of  that  body;  and  towards  him  the  editor 
seemed  to  particularly  vent  his  spleen,  and  said  of  him  some 
very  severe  things.  Bainbridge  did  not  feel  like  quietly  sub- 
mitting to  the  castigations  dealt  out  by  Yan  Antwerp,  but 
Bought  redress,  and,  one  dny  meeting  Yan  Antwarp  in  the 
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hall  leading  to  tlie  council  chamber,  commenced  a  personal 
attack  upon  him.  Van  Antwarp  nndei'took  to  defend  himself 
with  a  ])isto],  but  before  he  could  get  it  in  a  position  to  use, 
Bainbridge,  being  mucli  the  stronger  man,  wrenched  the  pis- 
tol out  of  his  hand.  Just  at  this  time,  Secretary  StuU,  hear- 
ing the  noise,  rushed  irom  his  office  into  the  hall,  and  seeing 
Bainbridge  take  the  pistol  from  A^an  Antwerp,  bawled  out  at 
the  top  of  his  voice,  "  To- the  victor  belongs  the  spoils."  Bain- 
bridge having  deprived  Yan  Antwerp  of  his  weapon,  was 
about  to  give  him  a  severe  drubbing,  but  the  noise  had  at- 
tracted a  number  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  to  the  hall, 
and  thej  separated  the  combatants  before  any  serious  injury 
was  done  to  either  party. 

The  last  legislature  which  met  at  Burlington,  about  the  close 
of  the  session,  reviewed  the  acts  concerning  Iowa  City  and 
the  capitol,  and  instead  of  three  commissioners,  they  created 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  and  territorial 
agent.  The  law  which  had  been  passed  fixing  the  average 
price  of  lots  at  three  hundred  dollars  was  repealed,  and  the 
territorial  agents,  in  conjunction  with  other  persons,  were  to 
value  the  unsold  lots  in  the  city  so  as  to  make  their  average 
value  two  hundred  dollars  apiece.  Chauncy  Swan  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  at  a  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  Jesse  Williams  was  appointed  territorial  agent,  at  a 
salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars. 

At  the  organization  of  the  terrritorial  i>;overnment,  congress 
made  an  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  the  capitol  building,  and  subsequently  gave 
the  section  of  land  on  which  the  town  of  Iowa  City  was  laid 
out.  The  twenty  thousand  dollars,  with  all  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  lots  had  been  expended,  and  the  territorial  agent 
had  borrowed  five  thousand  and  live  hundred  dollars  from  the 
Bubuque  Bank,  to  assist  in  pushing  forward  the  work  on  the 
capitol,  but  up  to  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
the  building  had  not  progressed  so  that  any  part  of  it  could 
be  finished  for  use.  The  wall  on  the  east  side  had  been  raised 
to  the  bottom  of  the  cornice,  it  being  thirty-five  feel  from  tho 
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ground  ;  the  west  front  and  elldt^  were  thirty  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  it  was  estimated  it  would  cost  a  thousand  dol]ar8 
to  raise  tlieni  to  the  square.  Tlie  foundation  of  the  east  por- 
tico was  completed,  and. there  was  material  enough  purchased 
and  on  hand  to  nearly  put  on  the  roof  and  inclose  the  huild- 
ing,  but  it  was  estimated  that  it  would  take  thirty-three'  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  to  complete  the  entire 
building,  and  iifteen  thousand  dollars  to  finish  two  rooms  for. 
ty-three  feet  long,  by  twenty-two  and  a  half  feet  wide,  so  that 
they  could  be  used  for  legislative  halls.  Great  efforts  were 
made  to  so  far  complete  the  capitol  building  that  it  could  be 
used  by  the  legislature  the  coming  winter,  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  ascertained  that  it  could  not  be  done,  rooms  were  fur- 
nished at  private  expense,  and  tendered  to  Gov.  Chambers,,- 
and  on  the  1st  of  November  he  ordered  the  furniture  used  at 
Burlington  to  be  removed  to  Iowa  City,  and  issued  his  proc- 
lamation convening  the  legislature  at  the  new  capital.  Iowa 
City  at  this  time  was  quite  a  small  place  ;  there  b(^irig  but  .  a 
few  houses,  the  accommodations  for  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  those  who  had  occasion  to  visit  the  capital  were  not  as 
commodious  and  extensive  as  many  of  them  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  in  their  native  states.  Provisions  were  scarce  and 
hard  to  be  got,  and  the  requisites  for  comfortable  entertainment 
in  almost  every  respect  were  very  limited,  and  there  were 
great  complaints  by  those  who  visited  the  place  about  the  fare 
they  received.  The  editor  of  the  Hawkeye,  James  G.  Ed- 
wards, fond  of  good  living,  wrote  for  his  paper  some  very  se- 
vere strictures  on  the  landlords  of  the  place,  and  complained 
that  he  could  not  get  even  a  "drumstick  of  a  chicken"  at 
the  dinner  table,  such  being  the  scarcity  of  viands,  and  the 
number  of  hungry  persons  to  feed. 

(To  bo  continued.) 
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THE  WOODBRIDGE  SELL; 

■     A  CHAPTEK  FKOil  THE  IINPUELISHED  HISTOKY  OF 
CEDAR  COUNTY. 

BY  WM.  H.  TUTHILL. 

About  six  miles  west  of  Tipton,  od  one  of  the  roads  running 
toward  Iowa  City,  may  be  found  a  post  olHce  bearing  the  eupho- 
nious name  of  "W^oodbridge,  snugly  nestled  in  a  pleasant  neigh- 
borliood  composed  of  some  half  adozen  or  morethriving  farmers, 
who,  desirous  of  mail  facilities,  had,  during  the  Polk  adminis- 
tration, procured  the  establishment  of  the  office,  and  secured 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Henry  Bagley  (an  ardent  and  devoted 
whig)  as  postmaster,  there  being,  strange  as  it  may  seem  in 
our  degenerate  days,  no  competing  aspirants  for  the  situation, 
although  perhaps  the  emoluments  of  the  office,  estimated  at 
something  less  than  twenty-live  dollars  per  annum,  might  be 
considered  a  good  and  sutHcient  reason  why  the  "Nasbys"  of 
that  day  were  not  more  numerous. 

The  duties  of  the  incumbent  were  ])erformed  to  the  entire 
eatislaction  of  the  mail  patrons  thereabout,  and  "  all  w^as 
quiet "  at  Woodbridge.  Time  rolled  on  ;  and  in  the  mutations 
of  our  political  history.  General  Zachary  Taylor  succeeded 
James  K.  Polk,  and  had  complimented  the  young  and  thrifty 
state  of  Iowa  by  appointing  our  old  fiiend  Fitz  Henry  War- 
ren, Esq.,  assistant  postmaster  general,  when  the  removal  of 
democratic  incumbents  and  substitution  of  whig  officials  be- 
came the  order  of  the  day. 

This  procedure,  although  only  practically  carrying  out  the 
Jacksonian  policy,  was  looked  u])on  as  a  gross  outrage  by  the 
losing  party,  if  the  indignaLt  comments  and  denunciatioiis  of 
the  democratic  newspa])er3  of  the  day  are  to  be  considered 
comp>tent  evidence,  and  amongst  tliem  the  fierce  vernacular 
diatribes  of  the  Jacksou  County  Democrat,  or  ''Threshing 
Machine,"  as  it  was  soinetimes  facetiously  entitled,  then  edited 
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by  J.  B.  Dorr,  Esq.,  were  prominent  in  intensit}^  and  bitter, 
ness,  pouring  willi  unspariiig  violence  on  tlie  lia})]ess  head  of 
Fitz  Henry  the  full  volume  of  its  inky  fuhninations, 

Kow,  it  so  liappened  tliat  just  at  this  particular  juncture, 
our  Woodbridge  P.  M.  being  about  to  remove  from  the 
neighborhood,  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  a  successor,  but 
upon  enquii'Y,  not  a  single  whig  could  be  Ibnnd  willing  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  and  only  after  niuch  solicitation,  an  honest,  staid 
and  quiet  fai-mer  by  the  name  of  Asa  Ilaskin,  who,  by  the 
way,  was  a  faithful  democrat,  consented  to  I'eceivethe  import, 
ant  trust.  Whereupon  the  wj'iter  was  called  upon  to  make  a 
pi'oper  statement  to  the  department  of  the  merits  of  the  case, 
which  being  done,  the  resignation  of  Henry  ]]aglcy  was  re- 
ceived, the  appointment  of  Asa  Haskin  made  in  due  form  of 
law,  and  the  new  appointee  immediately  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement. 

It  was,  perhaps,  wicked  to  sell  an  editor,  but  the  opportunity 
was  so  tempting  that  the  sin  was  overlooked,  and  a  communi- 
cation concocted,  purporting  to  be  from  a  citizen  of  Wood- 
bridge,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Jackson  County  Demo- 
crat, headed  in  large  letters,  "  Another  Outrage  !"  and  stat- 
ing that  "the  citizens  of  our  usually  quiet  place  have  thi^^  day 
received  the  intelligence  that  we  nave  lost  our  worthy  and 
efficient  postmaster,  Henry  Bagley,  Esq.,  and  that  Asa  Has- 
kin has  been  appointed  in  his  place.  jSTo  fault  has  ever  been 
charged,  nor  could  any  be  found  against  Eagley.  He  was  not 
onl}^  popular  as  an  officer,  but  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen, 
and  the  question  may  well  be  asked,  why  should  he  be  dis- 
placed for  such  a  man  as  Haskin?  Please,  Mr.  Editor,  give 
this  due  publicity,  as  another  of  the  high-handed  and  tyran- 
nical acts  of  the  desp  >t  now  in  power."  To  tliis  missive  a  P. 
S.  was  added,  that  the  writer  did  not  a])}>end  his  name,  and 
would  mail  it  at  Tipton,  as  he  wished  to  avoid  any  suspicion 
from  the  new  P.  ^l. 

The  communication  was  intended,  and  did,  convey  to  the 
editor  a  very  difreiont  meaning  from  its  literal  reading,  and  as 
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anticipated,  the  article  itself  not  only  appeared  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  ]->aper,  but  was  accompanied  by  a  half  column  of 
indignant  editorialj  denouncing  the  oppressive  and  outrageous 
act,  and  in  good  hearty  saxon  expletives  abusing  Fitz  Henry 
Warren  for  removing  such  an  excellent  and  worthy  man  as 
Bagley,  and  appointing  in  his  stead  so  degraded  a  specimen 
of  humanity  as  Ilaskin,  and  that  tliis  despotic  exercise  of 
.power  for  part}"  purposes,  precisely  similar  to  other  flagrant 
acts  already  noted,  would  sink  the  perpetrator  and  his  party 
to  the  lowest  depths  of  infamy. 

The  sell  was  complete,  and  the  expose  duly  appeared  in  the 
Iowa  City  Republican,  in  the  shape  of  a  communication  from 
Tipton,  calling  attention  to  the  fiery  article  in  the  Democrat, 
and  stating  that  the  editor  must  have  been  grievously  imposea 
upon,  as  the  simple  facts  were  that  Bagley,  who  was  an  un- 
compromising whig,  had  resigned,  and  the  terribly  abused 
Becond  assistant  postmaster  general  had  appointed  Haskin,  a 
very  worthy  man,  altliough  a  democrat,  to  fill  the  vacancy^ 
and  suggesting  the  strong  probabilit}^  that  many  of  the  other 
cases  so  savagely  denounced  might  prove  equally  free  from 
censure  if  the  facts  were  known. 

To  this  expose  the  ''Threshing  Machine"  maintained  a  dig- 
nified silence.  It  was  doubtless  a  sore  subject,  but  enquiries 
were  instituted  to  ascertain  the  author  of  the  Jwax^  and  the 
manuscript  forwarded  to  Tipton  to  ascertain  by  comparison  of 
handwriting,  the  identity  of  the  audacious  joker.  This  proved 
a  lamentable  failure,  for  the  author  having  anticipated  such 
action,  had  only  forwarded  a  cojyy^  written  by  a  person  whose 
penmanship  would  not  be  recognized. 

The  denoiiemeiit  occurred  many  years  afterward.  The  war 
of  the  rebellion  had  broken  out,  and  the  editor  nobly  with- 
drawing from  political  strife,  volunteered  to  battle  for  the 
Union,  and  became  known  as  one  of  the  patriotic  and  gallant 
officers  of  whom  Iowa  may  well  be  proud,  when  at  a  casual 
meeting,  the  writer  gave  Col.  Dorr  the  whole  history  of  the 
occurrence,  and  both  had  a  hearty  laugh  over  the  Woodbridf^e 
SeU. 
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ohaptp:k  yi. 

Claim  Law,  aj^-d  Club  Lawf^. 

(Coiiiinuod  from  page  44.) 


The  manner  of  takino;  claims  having  been  described  in  an- 
other place,  we  now  proceed  to  a  description  of  the  govern- 
ment adopted  by  the  settlers,  mainly  intended  for  the  regula- 
tion of  thei]'  claim  interests,  as  soon  as  circumstances  rendered 
such  government  necessary. 

As  we  have  stated,  most  of  the  settlers  were  poor  men,  who 
had  sought  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  their  pe- 
cuniary interests,  prompted  by  the  liberal  advantage  oflered 
by  the  general  government,  which  was  a  claim  interest  in  a 
certain  amount  of  the  public  lauds  till  these  lands  should  be 
subject  to  sale.  In  this  they  saw  an  opening  that  seemed  to 
promise  admission  into  comparative  independence,  if  not  actual 
wealth.  And  for  the  most  of  them,  we  are  happy  to  say,  this 
hope  has  been,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  realized.  Their 
sacrifices  and  labors  have  been  rewarded.  They  are  wealthy. 
The  proprietors  of  the  soil  thej^  acquired  with  so  much  hard- 
ship, they  now  rest  from  theii'  labors,  with  all  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  at  their  command.  Though 
more  than  twenty-five  years  have  passed  away  since  some  of 
them  established  their  homes  in  this  then  trackless  wilderness, 
and  those  who  were  in  the  summer  of  life  then,  are  now  in 
the  autumn  of  decline,  the  scenes  of  their  eariy  trials  are  still 
fresh  to  their  memories,  and  they  love  to  "fight  their  battles 
over  again,"  in  the  secure  retreat  of  their  own  happy  homes. 

As  above  stated,  an  act  of  congress  granted  to  each  settler 
the  privilege  of  locating  upon  and  claiming  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  until  the  time  of  the  sale,  when  he  could 
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enter  and  secure  «t-  permanent  title  to  the  same.  This  claim 
right  was  regulated  by  what  was  called  the  "  Claim  Law," 
that  had  its  origin  in  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  at  Locust 
Grove,  Jefferson  county,  and  was  legahzed  by  the  territorial 
legislature  in  1839. 

The  provisions  of  this  ]aw  were  briefly  these:  Any  person 
twenty-one  years  old,  or  any  otJier  person  at  the  head  of  a 
famity,  could  possess  him-  or  herself  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  laud  belonging  to  the  government,  and  not 
legally  claimed  or  occupied  by  any  other  person  or  persons. 
This  could  be  claimed  in  one  or  two  tracts,  as  suited  the  inter- 
est cr  convenience  of  the  claimant.  Said  claim  had  to  be  de 
fined  by  well  bhized  or  well  staked  lines,  as  it  might  happen 
to  be,  in  the  timber  or  on  the  prairie,  said  lines  not  to  cross  or 
conflict  with  those  of  other  claims.  Then  the  claimant  v/as 
required  to  build  a  house  on  the  land,  live  in  it,  and  culti- 
vate a  certain  amount  yearly,  as  evidence  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  permanent  settler  thereon.  In  case  he  should  ab- 
sent himself  from  it  six  months  at  any  one  time,  it  was  for- 
feited,and  subject  to  be  "jumped,"  that  is,  any  other  person 
legally  entitled  to  a  claim,  could  take  possession  of  and  hold 
it  as  though  it  had  never  been  claimed.  But,  unlike  the  pres- 
ent homestead  right,  claims  were  transferable  at  any  time, 
and  many  who  found  themselves  unable  to  buy  of  the  govern- 
ment, sold  to  individuals,  sometimes  for  enough  to  enter  other 
tracts,  and  thus  secured  a  permanent  title  to  some  portion  of 
Uncle  Sam's  dominions. 

I^Totwithstanding  this  apparentl}^  just  and  comprehensive 
mode  of  regulating  these  affairs,  difficulties  often  occurred  be- 
tween settlers  in  relation  to  their  claims.  With  no  other  title 
than  that  obtained  by  m.ere  possession,  it  did  not  always  ap- 
pear so  clear  and  unquestionable  as  to  secure  the  holder  in 
undisturbed  possession  thereof.  In  a  community  where  all 
are  in  eager  pursuit  of  the  same  object — the  acquisition  of 
property — it  is  not  uncommon  to  fnid  a  few  not  thoroughly 
governed  by  a  sense  of  honesty.  So,  in  a  community  re- 
mote from  the  influence  of  law  and  order,  rogues  were  not  dis- 
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posed  to  be  less  roguish.  There  were  no  convenient  courts  of 
justice,  tlirough  whose  influence  men  could  be  restrained  from 
intruding  upon  each  other's  rights.  The  nearest  one  at  that 
early  day  was  in  Washington  county,  about  seventy-five  miles 
distant.  Thus  isolated  from  comparative  civilization,  it  is  not 
strange  that  quarrels  often  occurred  between  the  settlers  that 
sometimes  threatened  serioiis  results. 

This  state  of  things  called  for  some  kind  of  law,  and  each 
settlement  of  any  considerable  number  found  it  necessary  to 
adopt  certain  rules  and  regulations  for  its  government  in  all 
aftairs  pertaining  to  claims.  At  first  they  were  intended  to 
regulate  such  difierences  as  might  arise  between  the  claimants 
only,  but  were  afterwards  deemed  a  necessary  protection 
against  the  encroachments  of  speculators  and  a  mo::'ed  class 
of  settlers.  These  "  By-Laws,"  as  they  were  called,  embodied 
the  purest  "  squatter  sovereignty  "  principle.  That  of  each 
settlement  diflered  more  or  less,  according  to  circumstances, 
but  in  all  the  object  was  the  same.  Under  them  the  settlers 
were  organized  into  "  clubs,"  duly  officered  and  obligated  to 
serve  on  all  necessary  occasions. 

As  a  matter  of  historical  curiosity  let  us  here  introduce  a 
verlatiin  copy  of  a  set  of  these  By-Laws.  It  is  of  somewhat 
later  date  than  most  of  them,  but  contains  the  substance  of 
what  has  just  been  said  of  them  generally.  Having  lain  in 
obscurity  for  more  than  twenty  years,  they  now  come  forth 
with  the  color  of  antiquity,  and,  as  a  rehc  of  old  times,  de- 
serve a  place  more  enduring  than  the  yellow,  half-worn  sheets 
of  old-fashioned  writing  paper  from  which  we  copy  them : 

^'  BY-LAWS. 

"  At  a  meeting  held  atthe  house  of  Jesse  Johnson,  in  Perry 
township,  Marion  county,  state  of  lo^va,  on  Saturday,  the  19th 
day  of  August,  1S18,  Peter  I>rans  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
James  M.  Brans  was  appointed  secretary.  The  object  of  the 
meeting  being  stated,  the  meeting  then  proceeded  to  adopt 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 
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"Whereas,  It  lias  become  a  custom  iu  the  western  states, 
as  soon  as  the  Indian  title  to  the  public  lands  has  been  extin- 
guished by  the  general  government,  for  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  settle  upon  and  improve  said  lands,  and  here- 
tofore the  improvement  and  claim  of  the  settler,  to  the  extent 
of  tliree  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  has  been  respected  by 
both  the  citizens  and  laws  of  Iowa, 

Resolved^  That  we  will  protect  all  citizens  upon  the  pubhc 
lands,  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  claims,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  three  liundred  and  twenty  acres,  for  two  years  after 
the  land  sales,  and  longer,  if  necessary. 

Resolved^  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  enter  the 
claim  of  any  settler,  that  he  or  they  shall  immediately  deed  it 
back  again  to  said  settler,  and  wait  three  years  without  inter- 
est. 

"  Resolved^  That  if  he  refuses  to  comply  with  the  above 
requisitions,  he  shall  be  subject  to  such  punishment  as  the 
settlers  shall  choose  to  inflict. 

''^  Resolved^  That  we  will  remove  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  enter  the  claim  of  any  settler  and  settle  upon  it,  peacea- 
bly if  we  *can,  forcibly  if  we  must,  even  if  their  removal 
should  lead  to  bloodshed,  being  compelled  to  do  so  for  our 
own  common  safety,  that  we  may  not  be  driven  by  ruthless 
speculators  from  our  firesides  and  our  homes. 

"  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  settle 
all  differences  that  may  arise. 

Here  follow  the  names  of  this  important  committee,  and  a 
resolution  appointing  a  captain.  Then  a  concluding  resolu- 
tion, ordering  the  publication  of  these  proceedings  in  certain 
newspapers  favorable  to  the  cause. 

The  next  meeting  (the  only  one  we  have  any  record  of  be- 
sides the  above)  came  ofi"  at  the  same  place,  on  the  9th  of 
September  of  the  same  year,  at  which  the  following  additional 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

"'Resolved^  That  each  settler  that  applies  first  shall  have 
his  or  her  name  registered,  and  if  any  two  claims  should  con- 
fiict,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  second  settler  for  the  same 
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piece  of  land  to  call  the  committee  together  and  have  the 

matter  settled;  and  each  settler  that  expects  the  benefit  of 

these  resolutions,  must  have  his  or  her  claim  registered  by  the 

20th  of  the  present  month. 

-yt  *  '»  *  *  -X-  * 

J2esolved^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  settler  to' sign 
these  ]3y-Laws,  and  he  that  refuses  to  do  so,  cannot,  and  shall 
not  be  protected  by  us.  • 

^' I^esolved^  That  any  settler  who  may  have  signed  these 
By-Laws,  and  refuses  to  render  service  when  called  upon  by 
tlie  proper  officers,  and  without  a  reasonable  excuse,  shall  be 
fined  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  divided  among  those  that 
may  have  rendered  the  service  necessary." 

A  lieutenant  and  ensign  were  elected  at  the  conclusion  of 
this  meeting,  but  their  duties  are  not  prescribed. 

Appended  to  this  venerable  document  are  the.  names  of 
thirty  five  settlers.  Two  more  who,  though  their  hearts  were 
in  the  cause,  were  omitted,  for  prudential  reasons  that  may  ap- 
pear on  the  face  of  the  instrument,  when  it  is  known  that  they 
held  the  civil  oflices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable. 

Such  a  company  of  strong,  resolute  men,  nnited  in  a  com- 
mon cause,  to  which  tliey  were  the  more  attacheJ  because  it 
aff*ected  their  home  interests,  might  seem  sufiicient  to  strike 
terror  to  the  heart  of  any  lonely  speculator  who  might  have 
strayed  into  the  settlement  and  made  choice  of  some  valuable 
tract  claimed  by  one  of  the  number. 

Without  doubt,  the  intent  of  the  claim  law  was  to  secure  to 
actual  settlers  the  lands  in  small  portions,  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  rapid  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country,  thereby 
increasing  its  wealth  and  strength,  a  result  slowl}^  reached 
through  the  impediments  of  speculation.  Yet  there  was  no 
law  forbidding  speculation  in  these  lands,  nor  even  the  enter- 
ing of  claims  belonging  to  actual  settlers  without  due  compen" 
sation  to  the  owners;  and  to  supply  this  want  these  By-Laws 
were  instituted.  Though  the  settlers  were  admitted  to  the 
first  choice,  some  regulations  were  necessary  to  secure  them 
in  their  possession  afi:er  they  wero  subject  to  enlry.  Though 
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conducted  very  mncli  upon  tlie  mob  principle,  their  intent  was 
\ecra]  so  far  as  it  went  to  inforce  tlie  intent  of  the  law.  Goine^ 
beyond  this,  they  were  ver-y  mobs  without  any  legal  authority. 
But  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  itself,  these 
By-Laws  must  be  regarded  as  the  best  thing  that  could  have 
been  gotten  np.  Indeed,  they  were  but  the  natural  result  of 
the  then  slate  of  things.  They  placed  the  law  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  directly  interested  in  its  enforcement,  with- 
out which  we  have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  might  have  been 
nearly  a  dead  letter  upon  the  statute  book. 

AVhen  the  lands  came  into  market,  and  speculators  and 
other  bu^^ers  made  their  appearance,  the  settlers  naturally  be- 
came suspicious  of  their  motives,  and  these  suspicions  were 
founded  on  some  practical  reasons.  Many  of  the  settlers 
had  made  improvements  on  their  claims,  and  valued  them  ac- 
cordingly. In  case  they  were  not  prepared  to  enter  them, 
they  did  not  wish  to  part  with  them  for  less  than  what  they 
deemed  them  worth.  Yet  these  claims  were  subject  to  entry, 
and  as  there  was  no  law  forcing  the  purchaser  to  pay  inore 
than  the  §1.25  per  acre  he  paid  to  the  government,  it  de- 
pended upon  his  magnanimity  whether  he  would  pay  more  or 
not.  Some  men  cannot  afford  to  be  magnanimous  without 
the  authority  of  law.  They  cling  to  the  letter  of  it  so  long  as 
it  suits  their  convenience  ;  and  it  did  not  suit  the  convenience 
of  some  of  these  speculators  to  pay  twice  for  the  same  proper- 
ty. The  little  cabin  that  constituted  the  poor  settlers  home, 
and  the  ground  on  which  he  had  cultivated  a  few  crops  of 
corn  and  vegetables,  and  the  fence  that  enclosed  them,  were 
of  much  greater  value  in  the  estimation  of  the  occupant,  than 
of  him  who  might  have  been  already  the  possessor  of  large 
landed  estates,  and  who  could  easily  secure  other  tracts 
equally  as  good,  and  unoccupied,  a  little  farther  west.  If  he 
entered  the  land  regardless  of  the  settler's  rights,  and  refused 
to  pay  him  what  was  deemed  a  just  compensation  Ibr  his  labor, 
or  indeed  anything,  the  only  remedy  was  the  club  law;  and, 
as  intimated  in  some  of  the  resolutions  just  quoted,  it  was 
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somewhat  danp^erons  to  disregard  its  authority.  An  instance 
of  this  will  be  the  subject  of  another  chapter. 

As  appears  in  one  or  two  resolutions,  difFerences  between 
settlers  relative  to  claims,  were  settled  by  arbitration.  All 
decisions  by  such  a  court  were  considered  final.  There  was 
no  other,  neither  above  nor  below  it,  to  appeal  to.  Inxjase 
either  of  the  contending'  parties  should  refuse  to  submit  to  the 
decision  of  the  arbitrators,  and  continued  to  make  himself 
troublesome  about  the  matter,  his  case  was  submitted  to 
J  udge  Lynch,  where  it  was  apt  to  end.  Any  claim  holder  not 
a  member  of  a  club,  was  not  entitled  to  tlie  benefits  thereof; 
and,  farther, —  tliough  perhaps  not  a  universal  rule, —  any  such 
person  positively  refusing  to  subscribe  to,  or  comply  with,  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  a  settlement,  as  set  forth  in  its  By- 
Laws,  thereby  indicating  an  opposition  to  them,  was  subjected 
to  a  species  of  ostracism  difficult  to  endure  in  any  country, 
much  less  in  a  new  and  sparsel}^  settled  district,  where  the 
conveniences  of  social  intercourse  were  occasionally  felt  to  be 
indispensable.  Againstsuch  an  offender  "non-intercourse"  was 
declared,  which  withheld  from  him  all  aid  and  comfort,  either 
in  sickness  or  in  health.  Such  a  punishment  w^as  apt  to  be 
severely  felt,  and,  sooner  or  later,  would  bring  the  rebellious 
individual  to  terms. 

But  strict  fidelity  to  the  facts  of  history  will  not  permit  us 
to  say  that  the  spirit  of  monopoly  was  confined  entirely  to 
speculators.  Many  settlers  were  not  content  with  the  amount 
of  land  the  law  entitled  them  to,  but  made  pretended  claims 
to  so  large  a  portion  of  the  territory  that,  in  some  instances,  it 
was  difficult  for  a  buyer  to  find  an  unclaimed  lot.  Of  course 
such  claims  were  without  improvements,  but  the  pretended 
claimants,  by  representing  themselves  as  the  real  owuiers 
thereof,  would  frequently  impose  upon  some  unwary  buyer,  or, 
by  threats,  extort  from  him  sums,  varying  in  proportion  to  the 
supposed  value  of  the  chiim,  or  whatever  sum  could  be  ob- 
tained. For  an  instance  of  this,  part  of  the  land  on  wliich 
the  author  resides  was  once  a  pretended  claim,  for  which  the 
present  owner  was  compelled  to  pay  a  small  sum,  he  having 
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entered  it  after  learning  b}^  due  inquiry  that  it  was  unoccu- 
pied. In  this  case,  the  chib  followed  him  and  another  indi- 
vidual named  J3rown,  who  was  chai'gcd  witli  a  simihir  ofiense. 
as  far  as  Oskaloosa.  Brown  stubbornly  refused  to  comply 
with  their  demands,  and  went  liis  way,  whilst  J.  C.  Donnel, 
who  had  offended  to  the  amount  of  eiglity  acres,  satisfied  .the 
claimants,  for  the  time  being,  with  a  note  of  hand  for  thirty- 
five  dollars,  tlie  half  of  which  was  afterwards  paid  upon  com- 
promise of  the  parties.  Judgment  had  been  rendered  for  the 
wlxole  by  J.  D.  Bedell,  justice  of  the  peace,  at  Red  Rock,  but 
rather  than  carry  the  case  to  the  district  court,  each  agreed  to 
divide  the  difference,  and  pay  his  own  cost. 

We  mention  this  case  somewhat  particularly,  because  it  was 
about  the  last  demonstration  made  by  the  club,  whieli  soon 
after  mutually  abandoned  its  organization,  as  a  thing  no  longer 
needed  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county.    This  was  in  1848. 

CHAPTER  YII. 
The  Majors'  War. 

But  perhaps  the  most  notable  event  connected  with  claim 
troubles,  occurred  just  previous  to  the  date  mentioned  at  the 
close  of  the  last  chapter,  and  as  such  deserves  a  full  account, 
under  the  above  title,  by  which  it  has  ever  since  been  known. 

Some  time  during  the  year  1844,  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Majors  immigrated  from  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  settled  in 
the  western  part  of  what  is  now  Mahaska  county,  and  formed 
what  was  known  as  the  "  Majors'  Settlement." 

This  family  consisted  of  five  brothers,  two  sisters,  and  their 
mother,  a  widow.  One  of  the  sisters  was  also  a  widow,  and 
had  two  sons  eligible  to  secure  claims.  In  all,  there  were  ten 
persons,  each  of  whom  claimed  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  amounting  in  tlie  aggregate  to  five  sections. 

Having  secured  their  claims,  they  were  among  the  first  to 
organize  a  club  in  that  settlement,  and  adopt  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  and  protection  of  claimants.  But 
in  1847,  when  the  land  sales  opened,  one  of  the  brothers, 
Jacob  H.  Majors,  who  seems  to  have  acted  as  agent  for  the 
16 
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family,  entere.d  all  their  claims;  after  which,  having  abund- 
ance of  means  at  his  disposal,  he  proceeded  to  enter  some  tim- 
bered claims,  belonging  to  John  Gillaspy,  Jacob  Miller,  and 
Peter  Parsons.  His  plea  was  that  he  did  not  know  the}''  were 
claims ;  but,  after  being  informed  that  they  were,  he  still 
evaded  making  restitution  according  to  the  rules  of  the  club. 

When  the  report  of  these  transactions  spread  abroad,  it 
created  no  little  excitement  among  the  settlers,  based  upon 
fears  for  the  late  of  all  their  claims.  That  the  Majors  were  a 
wealthy  family,  seemed  now  unquestionable;  and,  if  not 
checked  in  their  strides  toward  a  land  monopoly,  they  might 
continue  them,  to  the  ruin  of  maii}^  settlers;  and  their  exam- 
ple might  embolden  others  to  do  the  same,  and  thus  neutralize' 
the  real  purpose  of  the  claim  law. 

Tn  view  of  this  alarming  state  of  things,  the  clubs  convened, 
and  passed  resolutions  denouncing  the  conduct  of  Jacob  Ma- 
jors, and  decided  upon  a  concerted  movement  to  force  him  to 
deed  back  the  claims  above  mentioned,  should  he  refuse,  after 
being  duly  admonished  to  do  so.  It  was  supposed  he  had 
many  friends,  who  might  back  him  in  a  refusal,  and  show 
some  hostility  in  his  defense ;  and  this  was  the  cause  of  the 
general  uprising  of  the  settlers  in  behalf  of  thdr  rights.  The 
central  committee  sent  word  to  the  various  clubs,  request- 
ing them  to  meet  at  the  residence  of  Jacob  II.  Majors,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  him  to  make  the  required  settlement. 

At  the  time  specilied  for  this  meeting,  the  exact  date  of 
which  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain,  a  large  number  of 
people  collected  there,  and  remained  all  day,  awaiting  the  re- 
turn of  Majors,  who  was  at  Oskaloosa,  attending  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  as  a  member  of  that  body.  A  message 
had  been  sent  him,  desiriTig  his  presence  for  the  purpose 
above  stated  ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  he  would  make  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  evening. 

During  the  day  the  crowd  was  increased  by  fresh  arrivals, 
and  no  little  excitement  prevailed  on  learning  that  the  offend- 
er was  absent,  aiul  that  douhts  wei'e  entertained  of  his  return 
that  night,  and  of  his  willingness  to  comply  with  the  demand 
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for  settlement.  In  order  to  induce  Lim  to  come  home,  he  was 
infoi-med  that  if  he  did  not  a]>])ear  before  sunrise  the  next 
morning,  his  ])roperty  wonld  be  destroyed.  When  niglitcame 
without  bringing-  tlie  incorrigible  Majors,  after  having  sent  the 
above  threatening  notification,  it  was  evident  that  something 
more  than  gentle  coercion  would  be  necessary  to  bring  him 
to  terjns. 

At  night  some  of  the  company  went  home,  but  the  most  of 
them  remained,  and  camped  on  the  ground,  to  see  what  would 
be  the  result;  though  we  are  informed  that  it  was  not  the  de- 
sign of  most  of  them  to  execute  the  threat.  And  it  is  quite 
probable  that  Majors  also  regarded  it  as  a  mere  threat,  believ- 
ing that  no  one  would  dare  to  render  himself  liable  to  punish- 
ment, for  a  crime  of  such  a  grave  character,  and  he  therefore 
resolved  to  risk  it. 

But  early  in  the  morning  the  log  stable  was  discovered  to 
be  in  flames;  and  soon  after,  the  corn  cribs  and  other  gran- 
eries,  all  of  which  were  consumed,  with  their  contents.  There 
was  no  live  stock  in  the  stable,  but  a  number  of  hogs  were 
either  burned,  or  killed,  by  the  more  excitable  members  of  the 
mob,  who  were  not  disposed  to  make  idle  threats. 

Majors,  now  hearing  that  his  property  was  being  destroyed, 
sent  a  promise  that  he  would  deed  the  land  back  to  the  claim- 
ants ;  and  under  this  promise  the  settlers  dispersed  to  their 
homes. 

But  in  a  few  days,  Mr.  M.  having  reconsidered  his  promise, 
not  only  failed  to  fuliill  it,  but  had  warrants  issued  for  the  ar- 
rest of  some  of  the  more  prominent  leaders  of  the  mob.  Peter 
Parsons  was  arrested  and  taken  to  Oskaloosa,  and  the  report 
went  abroad  that  he  was  in  jail  there,  and  that  the  sheriff  of 
Mahaska  county  was  in  pursuit  of  about  lifty  others,  against 
whom  indictments  had  been  filed,  among  whom  were  George 
Gillaspy  and  John  B.  Hamilton. 

All  this  was  calculated  to  arouse  the  indignation  of  the  ])eo- 
ple  to  a  degree  that  rendered  it  unsafe  for  Majors  to  remain 
at  home,  and  he  found  it  prudent  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of 
the  settlers  as  much  as  jxxssible.    Hereupon  the  settlers  called 


124 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[APRIL, 


another  meeting,  to  rendezvous  at  Durham's  Ford,  and  from 
thence  to  go  to  Oskaloosa,  release  the  prisoners,  and  punish 
Majors.  It  was  Late  on  Saturday  when  the  summons  came. 
Next  morning  a  Large  number  collected  at  Knoxviile,  armed 
and  equipped,  and  resolved  to  stand  by  the  settlers'  rights  at 
all  hazards.  A  flag  was  ])rcpared,  showing  the  "  stars  and 
stripes,"  and  inscribed  in  L'rge  letters,  "  Settlers'  Eights." 

This  company  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Durham's  Ford 
that  day,  and  remained  there  till  the  next,  some  camping  out, 
and  some  putting  up  at  the  houses  in  the  neighborhood.  Here 
large  accessions  were  expected,  which  came  in  that  evening 
and  the  next  morning,  from  both  counties,  some  on  hor.-cback, 
and  some  in  wagons,  swelling  the  number  to  about  five  hun- 
dred. When  all  were  together,  and  organized  in  a  kind  of 
military  order,  with  arms,  flag,  fife,  and  drum,  they  presented 
a  somewhat  formidable  appearance.  To  render  it  still  more 
so,  and  to  make  an  impression  that  would  be  the  more  likely 
to  secure  the  object  of  the  expedition  without  serious  difficulty, 
the  horsemen  were  drilled  as  cavalry,  by  a  Mr.  Mulkey,  who 
had  seen  some  service  in  the  Mexican  war. 

Thus  the  army  marched  into  Oskaloosa,  reaching  that  place 
at  about  the  time  the  prisoner  w^as  to  be  tried.  The  arms 
were  deposited  in  the  wagons,  under  guard,  and  infantry  and 
cavalry  formed  in  the  public  square.  When  this  formidable 
demonstration  was  observed,  and  its  object  made  known,  the 
trial  of  Parsons  was  indefinitel}''  postponed,  and  he  was  re- 
leased without  bail,  though  he  had  not  been  confined  in  jail, 
as  was  at  first  reported. 

I.  C.  Curtis,  more  recently  a  citizen  of  Pclla,  as  spokesman 
for  the  settlers,  stated  the  object  of  the  visitation,  and  was  an- 
swered by  a  Mr.  Harbour,  of  Oskaloosa,  in  behalf  of  the  au- 
thorities. Then  followed  other  speeches  and  replies,  that 
consumed  the  afternoon,  and  tended,  and  probably  were  in- 
tended, to  kill  time,  and  thus  give  excitement  a  chance  to 
cool,  rather  than  to  efl'ect  any  definite  com|)romise. 

During  all  this  time  Majors  was  there,  but  invisible  to  those 
who  most  desired  to  see  him.    But  in  the  evening  he  again 
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promised  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  settlers,  and  next 
morning  redeemed  his  promise  by  furnishing  deeds  to  those 
persons  whose  land  he  had  entered.  Whereupon  the  army 
disbanded,  and  returned  home. 

This,  then,  was  regarded  as  a  treaty  of  peace  —  a  final  con- 
clusion of  the  war.  It  was  all  that  had  been  contended  for. 
But  Majors  was  not  satisfied  with  such  a  conclusion.  He  was 
in  a  rage,  considering  himself  a  persecuted  man,  and  the  fire 
of  revenge  thus  kindled  in  his  breast  rendered  him  rash,  and 
regardless  of  consequences.  A  mob  had  followed  him,  de- 
stroyed his  property,  and  forced  him  to  surrender.  The  law 
was,  therefore,  evidently  in  his  favor,  and  to  the  law  he  would 
appeal.  Though  the  offense  of  Majoi's  was  such  as  to  demand 
redress,  and  his  persistent  refusal  to  grant  it  voluntarily  ren- 
dered compulsion  the  only  means  that  could  be  employed  for 
that  purpose,  yet,  as  a  means  unauthorized  by  civil  law,  the 
uprising  could  hardly  be  dignified  b}^  a  better  term  than  moh  ; 
but  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  all  cases  a  stigma  should 
attach  to  the  term ;  and  reason  will  back  us  up  in  the  conclu- 
sion that,  in  the  absence  of  any  civil  law  to  right  a  flagrant 
wrong,  mob  law  is  right. 

^oi  long  after  this.  Majors  made  preparations  to  bring  the 
matter  into  court,  but  such  was  the  unpopularity  of  his  course, 
that  it  was  found  almost  impossible  to  secure  the  arrest  of  per- 
sons indicted.  Just  previous  to  this,  John  M.  Jones,  who  was^ 
politically,  on  the  winning  side,  was  beaten  in  an  election  for 
sheriff  of  Mahaska  county,  solely  because  he  was  a  friend  of 
Majors.  The  ofiicer  who  w^as  authorized  to  make  the  arrests, 
was  kind  enough,  whenever  he  conveniently  could,  to  notify 
the  intended  prisoners  when  he  should  call  for  them,  and  con- 
sequently, when  he  did  call,  they  were  often  absent,  and  their 
whereabouts  unknown. 

Majors  was  repeatedly  advised  not  to  a])pear  against  them, 
but  he  persisted  in  so  doing,  and  thereby  subjected  himself  to 
the  accumulated  wrath  of  his  enemies,  lie  having  added  in- 
sult to  insult,  they  were  now  determined  to  punish  him  at  all 
events.    For  this  purpose  a  select  company  was  sent  in  search 
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of  liim,  witJi  orders  to  seize  liim  wherever  he  could  be  found, 
and  convey  liim  to  Knoxville.  Majors,  conscious  of  his  dan- 
ger, did  not  remain  at  his  home,  but  frequently  stayed  at  Dr. 
Bu3xr's,  a  few  miles  south-west  of  Oskaloosa.  To  this  place 
the  detachment  went,  but  not  finding  him  there,  they  contin- 
ued the  search  till  they  discovered  him  in  HallowelPs  skw 
mill,  near  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek,  a  little  south  of  Bellefon- 
taine.  He  was  at  work  in  the  mill,  sawing  his  own  lumber, 
and  it  was  observed  that  he  kept  a  gun  near  him,  and  carried 
it  with  him  as  often  as  he  had  occasion  to  leave  the  mill,  if 
only  for  a  moment.  Thus  it  was  evident  that  great  caution 
was  requisite  to  effect  his  capture  without  serious  conse- 
quences. To  this  end  the  men  secreted  themselves  near  by, 
and  sent  one  of  their  number,  who  was  an  entire  stranger  to 
him,  to  decoy  him  out,  if  possible,  or  throw  him  off  his  guard, 
till  the  others  could  steal  in  and  seize  him.  The  plan  proved 
quite  successful.  Majors  was  soon  engaged  in  conversation 
wi^th  his  visitor,  who  had  come  to  inquire  after  estray  horses,  in 
the  meantime  getting  between  the  former  and  his  gun,  with- 
out exciting  any  suspicion. 

Kow  was  the  crisis  !  Ere  the  victim  was  aware  of  the  pres- 
ence of  another  person,  he  felt  himself  seized  by  strong  hands 
and  carried  out  of  the  mill.  As  speedily  as  possible  they 
placed  him  upon  a  horse,  tied  him  on,  and  then  set  out  for 
Knoxville.  On  their  arrival  here  another  select  committee 
took  charge  of  the  prisoner.  Ihey  were  blacked,  so  that  their 
identity  could  not  be  easily  ascertained;  and  to  this  day,  but 
few  of  those  known  to  the  circumstance  can  give  their  names. 
Perhaps  for  prudential  reasons,  this  is  kept  a  profound  secret, 
for  Majors  still  lives  in  Missouri,  and  might  yet  be  disposed 
to  avenge  the  insult  he  was  then  made  to  suffer. 

By  this  committee  he  was  taken  about  a  mile  north  of  town, 
at,  or  near  the  present  site  of  the  county  fair  grounds,  where 
a  preparation  of  tar  and  feathers  was  in  waiting.  Here  they 
stripped  him  of  all  his  clothing,  and  applied  a  coating  of  the 
tar  and  feathers  to  his  naked  body.  0\'er  this  they  drew  his 
clothing,  and  then  completed  the  job  by  adding  jiuotlu>r  coat- 
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ing  of  the  same  materirils,  giving  to  tlie  wearer  a  very  portly 
appearance,  lie  was  then  permitted  to  go  his  way,  with  the 
admonition  nevei"  to  repeat  the  oli'cnse  for  which  he  had  been 
thus  severely  punislied. 

Instead  of  taking  a  more  private  route  homeward,  to  avoid 
being  seen  in  his  ridiculous  plight,  he  passed  directly  through 
Knoxville,  and  took  the  most  public  road  thence  to  his  place. 
It  was  sometime  during  the  night  when  he  reached  home,  and 
in  order  to  avoid  frightening  his  family  unnecessarily,  he 
stopped  ^t  some  distance  from  the  house  and  called  to  them; 
and  when  he  had  thus  aroused  them  he  informed  them  of  his 
condition. 

Sometime  afterwards  Majors  made  another  attempt  at  pros- 
ecution, but  was  unable  to  bring  his  case  into  court  for  the 
reason  that  the  court  house  was  guai'ded  at  about  the  time  set 
for  trial,  and  everyone,  lawyers  and  witnesses,  known  to  be 
for  the  prosecution,  were  egged  away  when  they  attempted  to 
enter.    Thus  foiled  again,  he  abanoned  the  case  finally. 

l^ot  long  after  this  the  family  sold  their  possessions  and 
moved  away. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  following  additional  ac- 
count appeared  in  a  communication  to  the  Yoter : 

"After  receiving  the  generous  coat  of  tar  and  feathers.  Ma- 
jors was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  prosecute  and  convict 
the  leaders  in  the  various  raids  against  him.  The  state  of 
feeling,  as  exhibited  in  the  late  proceedings  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville,  affording  but  little  prospect  of  success  in  Marion 
county,  he  resorted  to  the  courts  of  Mahaska,  where  he  fan- 
cied a  more  favorable  tone  of  public  sentiment  existed.  After 
a  number  of  failures,  he  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  bills  of 
indictment  against  a  number  of  individuals  who  had  been  dis- 
turbers of  his  peace  during  the  claim  ditliculties. 

"  A  young  man  named  Bush,  was  among  tlmse  indicted. 
Bush  had  incautiously  allowed  himself  to  be  arrested,  against 
a  well  understood  arrangement,  and  entered  into  bonds  to  ap- 
pear at  the  term  of  court  then  next  ensuing  at  Oskaloosa. 
Notwithstanding  this  violation  of  the  rules  by  Busli,  his  friends 
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resolved  to  stand  by  him,  as  they  were  solemiil}^  pledged  to 
aid  and  assist  their  friends  in  every  emergency  grov/ing  out  of 
their  difficulties. 

"Accordingly  they  arranged  matters  for  tlie  approaching  trial. 
One  of  their  number,  who  very  strongly  resembled  Bush  in 
personal  appearance,  was  chosen  to  represent  him  during  the 
trial  of  the  case.  This  was  a  bold  step,  but  they  ventured 
upon  it. 

"At  the  sitting  of  the  court,  Bush  and  his  substitute  were 
surrounded  by  their  friends.  "When  the  case  was  called,  the 
pretended  Bush  responded,  took  his  seat  in  the  criminal  box, 
and  plead  "not  guilty"  to  the  indictment;  but  when,  in  the 
progress  of  the  suit,  it  became  necessary  to  identify  the  crimi- 
nal at  the  bar  as  the  real  offending  Bush,  the  similarity  be- 
tween the  two  individuals  became  at  first  embarrassing  and 
then  inexplicable,  and  caused  no  little  delay  in  the  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  court  finally  lost  its  temper,  and  dismissed  the 
case.  The  ruse  was  a  success,  and  the  case  was  literally 
laughed  out  of  court,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  Majors  and  his 
attorneys,  who  were  unprepared  for  this  sharp  practice. 

"At  this  unlooked-for  failure  when  everything  had  promised 
success,  Majors  became  mortified,  chagrinned  and  discouraged, 
and  gave  up  in  despair.  He  made  no  further  efforts  to  prose- 
cute the  matter,  being  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing a  conviction  in  a  community  where  the  hand  of  every 
man  was  arrayed  against  him.  He  soon  after  'left  the  coun- 
try for  his  country's  good.'  Finding  kindred  spirits  in  Mis- 
souri, he  sought  a  home  among  them,  where  he  still  resides. 

"  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  court,  bar,  or  spectators 
of  the  trial,  ever  became  aware  of  this  ruse.  It  was  known 
only  to  the  initiated.  B." 

CHAPTER  YIII. 

First  Election  —  First  Political  Convention  —  Name  Pro 
POSED  for  the  County  —  Organizing  Act. 

At  the  time  of  its  first  settlement,  the  territory  now  em- 
braced by  Marion  county  belonged  to,  and  was  under  the  ju- 
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dicial  jurisdiction  of,  AYaslungton  county,  together  witli  the 
counties  of  Mahaska,  Keokuk,  Warren,  and  all  other  territory 
west  of  it,-  60  far  as  the  purchase  extended.  Washington  was 
then  the  most  western  organized  county  in  the  same  belt  now 
included  in  tlie  above  named  counties,  and  was,  therefore, 
necessarily  their  seat  of  justice,  aiul  the  authority  from  whence 
they  derived  such  temporary  organizations  as  were  needed 
for  election  and  judicial  purposes. 

In  184:3,  several  election  precincts  were  organized  by  au- 
thority of  Washington  county,  extending  through  these 
sjDarsely  settled  disti-icts,  and  one  of  them  (perhaps  the  most 
western)  included  a  large  portion  of  Marion.  This  was  called 
"Lake  Precinct,"  and  tlie  election  came  oif  on  Lake  Prairie, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1843.  In  1844,  three  or  four 
precincts  weie  established  in  the  county,  and  another  election 
was  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  of  that  year.  This  was 
on  the  occasion  of  the  organization  of  ]\Iahaska  county,  and 
Stephen  Druilard,  who  lived  on  White  Breast  Prairie,  was 
elected  as  one  of  the  county  commissioners  for  that  county,  of 
which  Marion  was  nnide  an  attached  part,  as  it  had  been  to 
Washington.  At  that  election  each  precinct  also  elected  two 
justices  . of  the  peace,  and  two  constables,  to  serve  until  the 
August  election  of  that  year,  the  names  of  whom  we  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain.  The  last  elections  held  in  connection 
with  Mahaska  county,  were  in  April  and  August,  1845. 

In  the  spring  of  1845,  a  movement  was  made  to  secure  a 
separate  county  organization.  A  meeting,  or  convention,  com- 
posed of  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  citizens  of  the  county, 
interested  in  the  movement,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Nathan 
Bass,  on  Lake  Prairie. The  following  named  joersons  were 
present :    Lysander  W.  Babbit,  George  Gillaspy,  Reuben 

*The  cabin  at  which  this  meeting  was  held,  stood  on  the  north  bank  of  tho  J)os  ^loines 
river,  in  the  nortli-we^t  corner  of  s^ection  10,  township  7ii,  ran<.:e  IS,  now  Lake  I'mii  ic 
townsliip.  It  luis  lon<^  since  disappeared,  and  repeated  frosliets  hnvo  washed  away  the 
bank  for  several  rods  inl  ind  from  where  it  slood.  3Ir.  Van  Lent,  a  Hollander,  now  owns 
the  land  then  claimed  by  Mr.  l?ass.  We  are  thus  particular,  becauj^e  it  may  interest  the 
reader  to  be  able  to  find  upon  the  map,  or  know  when  he  passes  it,  a  place  rendered  in 
some  degree  memorable  by  the  scene  of  tho  first  political  movomcut  in  the  county,  look- 
ing to  Ittj  dintiuot  organization. 
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Mcattlicv/s,  Ilomer  Matthews,  David  T.  Durham,  Nathan  Bass, 
Josej.'h  Druilard,  John  Williams,  Levi  Bainbridge,  Isaac  N. 
Crum,  Snnon  Druihird,  John  W.  Alley,  and  a  few  others. 
The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Simon 
Drnilard,  chairman,  and  John  W.  Alley,  secretary. 

One  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  propose  a  name  for  the 
county,  and  another  was  to  recommend  some  person  to  act  as 
organizing  sheriff,  subject  to  appointment  by  the  legislature  ; 
also  to  choose  some  of  the  candidates  for  county  offices,  to  be 
voted  for  at  the  first  election  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  the 
time  of  which  was  designated  by  the  organizing  act,  a  com- 
plete copy  of  which  will  be  given  in  this  char)ter.  But  per- 
haps the  most  important  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  influence 
a  river  location  for  a  county  seat.  Tiie  residences  of  most  of 
the  above  named  citizens  were  along  the  river  and  in  its 
neighborhood,  and  consequently  their  interests  had  mnch  to 
do  with  whatever  influence  they  could  lawfully  exercise  to  se- 
cure its  location  on  the  river.  Bed  Bock  was  once  an  aspir- 
ant for  the  honor  of  being  the  seat  of  justice,  and  contended 
for  it  on  the  ground  of  its  location  on  the  river,  by  the  naviga- 
tion of  which  she  would  have  the  advantage  of  commercial 
communication  superior  to  any  inland  location.  This  argu- 
ment might  have  secured  her  the  place,  but  for  the  overwhelm- 
ing fact  that  the  town  plat  was  occasionally  found  to  be  below 
high  water  mark.  Evidences  of  floods  that  covered  the  place 
to  the  depth  of  several  feet,  at  some  remote  period,  are  still 
visible  upon  the  bark  of  the  trees.  In  the  spring  of  1SI9  the 
town  was  nearly  covered,  and  again  in  1851  it  was  subjected 
to  an  overflow  that  forced  the  inhabitants  to  leave  it. 

This  object  of  the  meeting  was  0})posed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  other  parts  of  the  county,  who  derisively  gave  it  the  name 
of  "  Cornstalk  Convenlion,"  Berhaps  this  was  partly  sug- 
gested by  the  fact  of  immense  crops  of  corn  being  produced 
on  the  rich  bottom  prairies  along  the  river. 

After  the  meeting  was  organized,  several  names  were  pro- 
posed for  the  new  county.  The  ])resident  oflered  jVebras/ca: 
L.   W.  Babbit,  Pulaski :  Beuben  Matthews,  Center  /  after 
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which,  Mr.  Bainbridgc  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  fitness  of 
names,  denouncing  the  too  common  custom  of  honoring  for- 
eigners and  noted  Indian-  chielis,  by  giving  their  names  to  our 
states,  Counties,  and  towns,  and  concluded  by  proposing  Ma- 
rion, the  name  of  a  distinguished  patriot  of  the  Yv^ar  of  Inde- 
pendence, as  the  most  suitable  one  that  could  be  chosen.  The 
^proposition  was  seconded,  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

A  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  choice  of  a  candidate  for  or- 
ganizing shei'ilF,  and  the  choice  fell  upon  Joseph  Druilard. 

Immediately  after  the  convention,  petitions  were  circulated 
and  sent  to  the  legislature,  proposing  the  name  of  the  county 
as  chosen  by  the  convention.  By  private  letter,  also,  directed 
to  S.  B.  Shelledy,  representative  from  Mahaska,^'  George 
Gillaspy  was  recommended  for  sheriff.  But,  for  some  reason, 
that  body  disregarded  the  applications  of  the  people  for  the 
appointment  of  either  of  the  above  named  candidates,  and  ap- 
pointed William  Edmonson,  the  then  sheriff  of  Mahaska 
county,  to  the  post  of  organizing  sheriff  of  Marion. 

Having  obtained  the  above  facts  by  much  labor  and  re- 
search, revising  and  correcting  from  time  to  time,  as  additional 
information  rendered  it  necessary  so  to  do,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  the  correct  and  connected  details,  we  here  introduce  — 

"AN  ACT 

"to  organize  the  county  of  MARION.f 

♦During  that  sessioji  Mr.  Sliellody  introduced  a  biU  for  the  partial  organization  of  two 
tiers  of  counties,  designating  their  boundaries,  and  applying  their  names.  Four  of  these 
counties,  Webster,  Story,  Madison,  and  Warren,  still  retain  the  names  then  given  them. 

fThe  following  is  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  council  of  the  seventh  general 
assembly,  dated  May  5, 1845,  giving  the  proceedings  of  that  body  upon  this  act,  just  pre- 
vious to  its  passage: 

"Mr.  Selby,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred, — 

"No.  61,  n.  It.  flic,  A  bill  to  organize  tlie  county  of  Marion, 

"Reported  the  same  back  to  the  council,  with  amendments. 

"To  which  the  council  agreed. 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Coop, 

"The  i;Uh  rule  was  suspended,  and  tho  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
"A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hempstciul, 

"That  'Marion'  V)0  strickcm  out,  and  the  word  '  Polk'  inserted. 
"  Which  passed  in  the  negative. 
"  Yeas  4  ~  nays  8, 

"  The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded, 
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"  Sp:ction  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Council  and  House  of 
liejyresentatives  of  the  Territory  of  lowa^  That  the  following 
shall  constitute  and  be  the  boundaiy  of  n  new  county,  to  be 
called  Maeiox;  to-wit:  Beginning  at  the  north-west  corner 
of  Mahaska  county,  and  running  west  on  the  township  lire 
dividing  townships  sevent\"-sevon  and  seventy-eight,  north, 
to  the  north-west  corner  of  township  seventy-seven,  north  of 
range  twenty-one  west,  thence  south  to  the  south-west  corner 
of  township  seventy-four,  noi'th  of  range  twenty-one  west, 
thence  east  along  the  townshiyj  line  dividing  townships  seven- 
ty-three and  seventy-four  north,  to  the  south-west  corner  of 
Mahaska  county,  thence  north  along  tlie  range  line  dividing 
ranges  sixteen  and  seventeen,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Section  2.  That  the  county  of  Marion  be,  and  the  same 
is,  herebj'  organized  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  Au- 
gust next,  and  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of 
other  organized  counties  of  this  territory  are  entitled. 

"Section  3.  That  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  said  county, 
it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
said  county,  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  such  clerk  ap- 
pointed and  qualified,  or  for  any  cause  said  office  should  be- 
come vacant  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  August  next, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sherifi"  of  Alahaska  county  to 
proceed  immediately  after  the  first  Monday  in  August,  to  or- 
der a  special  election  in  said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing three  county  commissioners,  one  judge  of  probate,  one 
county  treasurer,  one  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers, one  county  surveyor,  one  county  assessor,  one  sherifi? 
one  coroner,  one  county  recorder,  and  such  number 
of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  as  may  be  directed 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  aflirinativo  were  —  Messrs.  Abbe,  ITeinpstuad,  Summers,  aud 
Mr.  President. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  — Messrs.  Hradley,  Brattaiu,  Priori}',  Coop.Lef- 
Icr,  Sulby,  Sleplieiison,  and  Thompson. 
"Tlie  bill  was  tlu-n  passed, 
"  And  its  title  agreed  to. 

"Ordorod,  that  the  secretary  acq^iiaint  tho  houfic  of  rcpivi^oniativop  thorowidi. 
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by  the  oflicer  ordering  tlic  same,  ho  having  due  regard  for  tlie 
convenience  of  tlie  people,  wliich  special  election  shall  be  on 
the  lirst  Monday  in  September  next;  and  that  the  oflicer  or- 
dering said  election  shall  appoint  as  many  places  of  election 
in  said  county  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  may  require, 
and  shall  appoint  three  judges  of  election  for  each  place  of 
holding  in  said  county,  and  issue  certihcates  of  their  appoint- 
ment; and  the  oflicer  ordering  said  election  shall  give  at  least 
ten  days  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  said  election, 
by  three  advertisements,  which  shall  be  posted  up  at  three  of 
the  most  public  places  in  the  neighborhood,  v^diere  each  of  the 
polls  shall  be  opened. 

"  Section  i.  That  the  officer  ordering  said  election  (afore- 
said) shall  receive  and  canvass  the  polls,  and  grant  certificates 
to  the  persons  elected  to  fill  the  several  offices  mentioned  in 
this  act ;  the  officer  ordering  each  of  said  elections  shall  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, until  there  shall  be  one  elected  and  qualified  for  said 
county. 

"  Section  5.  Said  election  shall,  in  all  cases  not  provided  for 
in  this  act,  be  conducted  according  to  the  laws  of  this  territory 
regulating  general  elections. 

"  Section  6.  The  officers  elected  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  next  general  election, 
and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Section  7.  The  officer  ordering  the  election  in  said  county 
shall  return  all  the  books  and  papers  which  may  come  into  his 
hand  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  of  said  county  forthwith,  after  said  clerk  shall 
be  elected  and  qualified. 

"  Section  8.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriflt^  of  Ma- 
haska county  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  this  act,  until 
the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  and  until  a  sheriff  shall 
be  elected  and  qualified  for  said  county  of  Marion,  and  the  said 
sherifi"  shall  be  allowed  the  same  fees  for  services  rendered  by 
him  under  the  provisions  of"  this  act,  that  are  allowed  for  simi- 
lar services  pertbrmed  by  the  sheriff  in  similar  cases. 


134: 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[apiul, 


"  Section  9.  That  the  clerk  of  tlie  district  court  of  said 
county  of  Marion  may  be  appointed  by  the  judge  of  said  dis- 
trict, and  qualified  at  an}^  time  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
but  he  sliall  not  enter  upon  the  duties  of  said  office  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  August  next. 

"Section  10.  That  all  actions  at  law  in  the  district  court 
for  the  county  of  Mahaska,  conunenced  prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  said  county  of  Marion,  where  the  parties,  or  eitlier 
of  them,  reside  in  the  county  of  Marion,  shall  be  prosecuted 
-to  final  judgment  or  decree,  as  fully  and  efl'ectually  as  if  this 
act  had  not  passed. 

"  Section  11.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  justices  of  the 
peace  residing  within  said  county,  to  return  all  books  and  pa- 
pers in  their  hands,  appertaining  to  said  office,  to  the  next 
nearest  justice  of  the  peace  which  may  be  elected  and  quali- 
fied for  said  county,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  ail 
suits  at  law  which  may  be  in  the  hands  of  such  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  unfinished,  shall  be  completed  or  prosecuted  to 
final  judgment,  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  whom  such  busi- 
ness or  papers  may  have  been  returned. 

"  Section  12.  That  the  county  assessor  elected  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  for  said  county,  shall  assess  the  said 
county  in  the  same  manner,  and  be  under  the  same  obliga- 
tions and  liabilities,  as  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  provided 
by  law,  in  relation  to  the  count}^  assessor. 

"Section  13.  That  Ezra  M.  Jones,  of  Van  Buren  county, 
Joseph  Robinson,  of  Scott  county,  and  James  Montgomery,  of 
\Vapello  county,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  locate  and  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  Marion 
county.  Said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
meet  at  the  house  of  Wilson  Stanley,'^  in  said  county,  on  the 
second  ' AEonday  in  August  next,  or  at  such  other  time  in  the 
month  of  August  next  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  them,  in 
pursuance  of  their  duties  under  this  act. 

»Tho  residonoc  of  Wilsou  i*taulcy  wab  on  Lake  Pniirie.  Ezra  Jouob  failed  to  inert  tl\« 
other  commieaioaers. 
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"Section  14.  Said  commissioners  shall  first  take  and  sub- 
scribe to  the  following  oath,  or  afhrmalion  ;  to-wit :  '  We  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  aflirm)  that  we  have  no  interest,  either  di- 
rectly, or  indirectly,  in  the  location  of  the  county  scat  of  Ma- 
rion county,  and  that  we  will  faithfully  and  impartially  exam- 
ine the  situation  of  said  county,  taking  into  consideration  the 
future,  as  well  as  the  present  population  of  said  county,  and 
that  we  will  take  into  consideration  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  count}',  and  that  we  will  not  be  influenced 
by  any  fee  or  reward,  or  any  promise  thereof;  which  oath 
sh'all  be  administered  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  or  by 
some  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county  of  Marion,  and  the 
officer  administering  the  same  shall  certify  and  file  the  same 
in  the  oflice  of  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
of  said  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  same. 

"  Section  15.  Said  commissioners,  when  met  and  qualified 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  proceed  to  locate  the 
seat  of  justice  of  said  county;  and,  as  soon  as  they  have  come 
to  a  determination,  they  shall  commit  to  writing  the  place  so 
selected,  with  a  particular  description  thereof,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  in  which  such  seat  of  justice  is  located,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  eame,  and  forever  keep  it  on  file 
in  his.oftice,  and  the  place  thus  designated  shall  be  the  seat  of 
justice  of  said  county. 

"  Section  10.  Said  commissioners  shall  receive  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  per  day,  while  necessarily  employed  in  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  by  this  act,  and  two  dollars  for  each  twenty 
miles  travel  in  going  and  returning,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  first 
funds  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  in  said  seat  of  justice. 

Section  17.  The  count}-  of  A[arion  shall  form  a  part  of  the 
second  judicial  district,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge 
of  said  district  to  hold  one  term  of  said  court  in  the  same,  on 
the  twelfth  ^londay  after  the  first  Monday  in  March,  in  each 
year. 
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Section  18.  Tliis  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force,  from, 
and  after  its  passage. 

"(Signed.)  "JAMES  M.  MORGzlN, 

''''Speaker  of  the  House  of  jRejp^s, 
"S.  C.  HASTINGS, 

'''President  of  the  Council. 

"Approved  Jnne  10,  1845. 
"JOHN  CHAMBERS,  Governor:' 

(To  be  continued.) 


*  A  SOENE  IN  THE  EARLY  HISTOEY  OP  IOWA. 
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Few  individuals  are  aware  of  the  many  ludicrous  and  amus- 
ing scenes  that  were  wont  to  transpire  almost  daily  in  the  land 
oflSce  at  Dubuque,  during  the  early  period  of  its  location  at 
that  place,  which  are  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  congress  regulating  the  disposal  of  tlie  public 
domain,  and  prescribing  the  metes  and  bounds  of  its  sub-divis- 
ions b}^  ranges,  townships,  and  sections.  There  perhaps  has 
been  no  person  who  has  ever  acted  in  the  fiduciary  character 
of  register  of  that  office,  who  was  more  esteemed  and  more 
extensively  acquainted  with  the  settlers  upon  the  public  do- 
main than  Colonel  Thomas  McNight,  being  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Dubuque,  who  had  realized,  in  com.mon  with  the 
first  settlers  of  the  country,  many  of  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  a  frontier  life.  His  sympathies  and  friend- 
ship in  consequence,  were  always  warmly  enlisted  upon  the 
side  of  the  settler,  whenever  the  entry  of  his  home  was  threat- 
ened by  a  speculator,  or  endangered  by  the  grasping  desire  of 
a  neighbor  to  extend  the  area  of  his  j^ossessions.  His  social 
qualities,  politeness,  and  good  humor,  always  secured  for  him 
a  visit  from  the  farmer  whenever  business  brought  hiui  to 
town. 
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It  was  in  conformity  with  tliis  establislied  custom,  that  we 
called  upon  the  Colonel  one  day,  at  his  office,  soon  after  he 
had  entered  upon  its  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  number  of  notches  placed  to  our  credit  by  him  upon  a 
shingle,  while  seated  upon  a  bur-oak  stump  in  Main  street, 
officiating  as  umpire  of  a  shooting-match,  in  the  summer- of 
1834:.  The  Colonel  having  seated  himself  in  his  arm-chair, 
with  his  liead  thrown  back  upon  the  support  of  his  locked 
hands,  and  eyes  tightly  closed,  was  about  entering  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  when  we  were  interrupted  by  a 
low  rap  at  the  door. 

"Walk  in,"  said  the  Colonel,  stepping  forward  with  his 
usual  politeness,  chair  in  hand,  towards  the  door,  which  was 
already  opened  sufficiently  wide  to  admit,  by  a  sideling  move- 
ment, the  exact  and  entire  physicial  proportions  of  Larry  Mc- 
Dermof,  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who,  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life,  found  himself  standing  bolt  upright  in  a  land  office, 
grasping  v/ith  both  hands  a  little  sealskin  cap,  the  rim  of 
which  glided  through  his  fingers  with  a  rotary  velocity  that 
seemed  to  account  for  the  loss  of  much  of  that  grizzly,  brist- 
ling, character,  which  it  doubtless  was  wont  to  have  in  by- 
gone days.  The  profuse  locks  of  sandy  hair  which  swung  from 
the  eaves  of  his  forehead,  with  a  slight  curl  at  the  ends,  waved 
to  and  fro  as  he  sidled  across  the  room,  cautiously  surveying 
the  apartment,  and  occasionally  casting  a  suspicious  glance 
over  his  shoulder  at  a  highly  colored  map,  that  hung  against 
the  wall  directly  in  his  rear.  Notwithstanding  the  evidences 
that  surrounded  him  of  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  land  ofiice, 
still  there  was  a  doubt  seemingly  existing  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
McDermot,  for  immediately  approaching  the  Colonel  with  a 
low  bow,  he  observed, — 

"Your  sarvant,  Sir,  an'  is  this  the  land  office?" 

"  Yes,  sir,"  said  the  Colonel. 

"  Well,  thin,  it's  Larry  McDermot  I  am,  an'  will  yez  be 
tilling  me  if  the  thray  acres  is  intered,  down  in  the  big  ravane, 
where  Dinnis  O'Drisdel  an'  meself  mowed  hay  las'  year  for 
the  Widdy  McCormick's  cow,  jist  forninst  Ih-yon  O'Shay's 
18 
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claim,  that  it  was  afore  lie  parted  with  it  to  Billy  McGrath  for 
a  bit  of  hoorse  ? " 

"  What  are  the  numbers  of  your  clahn  ?  "  observed  the  Col- 
onel, turning  over  liis  townsliip  plats. 

"  Och  !  an-  isn't  yerself  that  shouhl  be  knowing  the  numljers 
better  nor  1,  when  .ycz  hape  the  land  ofHce,  and  have  the 
rading  of  the  boohs  and  the  maps,  and  tlie  likes  o'  that ;  an' 
do  yez  think  it's  the  likes  of  Larry  McDermot  tliat's  a  big  fool 
to  be  tilling  the  numbers  of  liis  land  to  every  chap  that  would 
be  wanting  to  inter  ii  dacent  place  ?  " 

The  Colonel,  who  was  somewhat  familiar  with  tliis  kind  of 
customers,  very  good  natui'edly  set  himself  to  work  to  find 
out  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  McDermot's  claim,  and  recollect- 
ing that  Mr.  McGrath  had  recently  made  an  entry,  he  turned 
to  the  register  of  tlie  same,  and  found  that  no  land  in  its  vicin- 
ity had  been  entered.  Accordingly,  Mr.  McDerraot  was  in- 
formed tliat  the  "thray  acres  in  the  big  ravane"  tvere  unen- 
tered. 

"  Well,  thin,  it's  phased  I  am  to  be  knoAving  the  same,  an' 
if  it's  a  drap  of  the  crater  that  ye'd  be  taking  this  mornin',  it's 
Larry  McDermot  that  'ill  be  paying  for  the  same,"  said  our 
hero. 

His  otfer  was  politely  declined  by  the  Colonel,  when  Mr. 
McDermot  departed,  humming  to  himself  as  he  descended  the 
stairs, — 

"  I  earn  my  money  wluire  I  can, 
And  spend  it  like  an  Irisliman." 

Scarcely  had  we  resumed  the  consideration  of  matters  con- 
nected with  the  shooting-match,  when  another  rap  at  the  door 
was  answered  by  the  Colonel,  with  the  usual  invitation  to 
walk  in.  Immediately  the  door  flew  0])en,  when  in  stepped 
.  Mr.  Billy  Grassbottom,  fresh  from  the  country,  with  a  market 
basket  swung  on  each  arm.  "  Ah,  Mr.  Grassbutlom,"  said 
the  Colonel,  "  how  do  you  do  ^  —  how  is  Mrs.  (irassbottom, 
and  all  the  little  'Bottoms  'i  Really,  1  am  glad  to  see  you  ;  do 
take  a  seat."  AVell,  Colonel,  we'i-e  all  monstrous  well,"  said 
Billy,    except  little  licnny,  he's  got  the  yalier  measles  con- 
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siderbly  struck  in  on  him,  an'  a  sniart  touch  of  the  ager ;  be- 
sides, the  doctor  says  he's  gittin'  the  pollywads  in  the  nose. 
But,  Coh)ncl,  that's  nuthin',  I'm  monstrous  ghid  to  see  you. 
1  cum  down  in  a  dreadful  Inu'i-y.  You  see,  Colonel,  my  wife 
Hett}',  and  Deacon  Ciderhead  had  a  fall-out  down  to  quarter- 
ly meetin',  consarning  a  scripter  pint,  and  the  deacon's  wife 
tell'd  the  folks  over  to  prair  meetin'  last  Alonday  night,  as  how 
the  deacon  was  goin'  to  enter  our  milk-house,  so  I  put  out 
right  strate,  with  rather  a  uice  lot  of  butter  and  eggs.  And 
seein'  as  licw^  we're  old  acquaintances.  Colonel,  I  thought  it 
wouldn't  be  altogether  unna:eral  if  we  could  strike  a  swap  for 
them  there  forty  acres  with  the  milk  house  on."  ."Why,  my 
dear  sir,"  said  the  Colonel,  the  regulations  of  the  land  oillce 
departmeiit  requij'c  that  we  shall  take  for  land  nothing  but — " 
"Now  Colonel,  now  don't  mention  it,  for  gracious  sake,  don't; 
but  jest  look  at  that  there  butter,"  said  Billy,  placing  liis  bas- 
ket upon  the  table,  and  removing  from  the  top  a  neat  white 
linen  towel,  which  exposed  to  view  the  ends  of  delicious  rolls 
of  butter,  peeping  with  their  ornamental  indentations  out  from 
beneath  the  coolino*  embraces  of  sundry  cabba2:e  leaves. 
"  Now  Colonel,  jist  taste  of  that  thar  butter,"  continued  Billy, 
"  if  you  can  find  a  speck,  or  a  har,  or  a  fly's  leg  in't,  I'll  give 
you  leave  to  take  my  hat.  I  don't  like  to  say  it  myself.  Col- 
onel, but  somehow  I  can't  help  it,  there  ain't  a  woman  in  old 
Billy  Eads's  settlement  that  can  beat  my  wife  Hetty  makin' 
butter.  Between  you  and  I,  Colonel,  I  reckon  the  only  fault 
she  has,  is,  she's  a  little  too  pertickler.  The  other  day  as  I 
was  startin'  down  to  mill  with  a  grist,  she  hollered  out  to  me, 
and  sez  she,  'Bill,  if  you  dont  come  back  and  chunk  up  that 
thar  milk-house,  and  keep  them  rotten  pigs  o'  your'n  from 
sleepiu'  in  there  o'  nights,  I'll  scald  every  one  on  'em  ! '  Well, 
sure  enough,  Colonel,  when  I  cum  back  from  mill  there 
"war'nt  a  pig  on  the  place  that  had  a  bristle  on  him  to  raise  in 
a  wolf  fight.  And  now,  Colonel,  I  want  you  to  look  at  them 
eggs  ;  if  every  one  on  'em  ain't  fresh,  I'll  give  you  leave  to 
take  my  hat,"  at  the  same  time,  Ihlly  having  taken  an  egg 
from  the  basket,  threw  his  right  foot  forward,  while  tlie  left 
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was  so  adjusted  as  to  operate  asa})rop  from  the  rear,  and  hav. 
ing  given  to  his  hands  the  scroll-like  character  of  a  spy-glass, 
with  the  egg  at  the  further  extremity,  he  placeil  the  magnify- 
ing instrument  to  one  eye  and  held  it  up  to  the  light,  while 
the  other  was  kept  securely  closed  by  the  corner  of  his  mouth, 
which  was  screwed  down  to  an  angle  of  forty -three  degrees, 
with  perhaps  a  fraction  over.  Having  satisfied  himself  that 
all  was  right,  so  far  as  the  contents  of  the  egg  were  concerned, 
he  observed,  "Now,  Colonel,  I  want  you  to  look  at  that  thar 
egg;  if  you  see  a  chickin  wigglin'  'round  in  it  I'll  give  you 
leave  to  take  my  hat."  The  Colonel,  not  wishing  to  withhold 
the  gratification  it  seemingly  would  be  to  Mr.  Grassbottom  to 
give  to  the  character  of  the  egg  a  proper  investigation,  at 
once  expressed  a  willingness  to  comply  with  his  request,  and 
having  assumed  the  proper  attitude  under  Billy's  direction, 
proceeded  to  inspect  its  interior  qualities,  but,  unfortunately, 
having  given  a  downward  screw  too  much  upon  the  corner  of 
his  mouth,  the  consequence  was,  the  shell  yielded  to  the  pres- 
Bure  of  his  grasp,  which  clearly  demonstrated  the  truth  of  Bil- 
ly's statement,  "  there  war'nt  no  chicken  there,"  but  the  odor 
which  pervaded  the  room  fully  entitled  the  Colonel  to  Billy'i 
-  hat,  which  had  previously  been  risked  on  the  genuineness  of 
the  egg.  Just  then  we  thought  we  saw  a  change  come  over 
the  countenance  of  the  Colonel,  like  to  that  of  Macbeth  in  the 
dagger  scene,  as  he  stood  with  arms  extended  in  front,  and 
fingers  widely  spread,  from  between  which  dripped  the  con- 
tents of  the  egg  directly  upon  the  shingle-preserved  reminis- 
cence of  the  shooting-match.  In  the  meantime  Billy  had  de- 
camped with  his  butter  and  eggs,  leaving  the  milk-house  ex- 
posed to  the  threat  of  Deacon  Ciderhead. 
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(Continued  from  page  34.) 

It  was  from  the  lop  of  Floyd's  Bluff,  a  distance  of  about  two 
hundred  feet,  down  into  the  muddy  waters  of  the  Missouri 
river  below,  almost  perpendicular,  that  "  Jo.  Lean,"  a  Cana- 
dian Frenchinan,  made  a  fearful  leap  on  his  ])ony,  as  related 
to  me  b}^  a  daughter  of  Judge  Townsley,  who,  at  the  time  of 
the  occurrence,  resided  in  Tompsontown,  at  the  foot  of  the 
bluff.  Jo.,  while  laboring  .nder  the  exhilarating  influence  of 
sod-corn  whisky,  and,  doubtless,  thirsting  for  "  Sam  Patch  " 
glorjs  made  the  fearful  leap.  My  informant  said  that  an  eye- 
witness to  the  frightful  scene  at  once  informed  her  lather's 
family  of  the  occurrence,  when  she,  with  other  members  of 
the  family,  hastened  to  the  spot,  ex])ecting  to  find  the  lifeless 
bodies  of  Jo.  and  pony,  but,  strange  to  say,  the  injuries  re- 
ceived by  both  were  only  of  a  slight  character ;  the  pony  was 
quietly  feeding  near  the  water's  edge,  and  its  reckless  rider 
stretched  out  in  the  mud  near  by,  resting  upon  his  elbow,  and 
ejaculating  in  broken  French,  "  Me  big  man,  God  damn  ;  me 
no  hurt."  Jo.  was  quite  content  with  the  experiment,  and 
has  not  since  that  time  manifested  any  desire  to  repeat  it. 

At  the  confluence  of  the  Big  Sioux  and  Missouri  rivers  is 
quite  a  high  elevation,  or  bluffs,  on  the  Iowa  side,  overlooking 
much  beautiful  and  fertile  country  for  many  miles.  Upon 
this  picturesque  spot  slumber  the  ashes  of  the  once  brave  and 
sagacious  Sioux  chieftain,  T\^ar  Eagle,"  with  several  mem- 
bers of  his  family.  The  Sioux  have  a  very  peculiar  method 
of  disposing  of  their  dead.  TV  hen  one  dies,  the  deceased  is 
wrapped  up  in  his  blanket,  or  robe,  and  then  laid  up  in  a  tree 
top,  or  placed  upon  a  scaffold  made  of  poles  for  that  })urpose. 
This  is  done,  that  there  may  be  no  obstruction  to  imjiode  the 
i^pirit  in  its  flight  to  the  new  hunting-grounds.    War  Eagle 
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was  laid  in  a  grave,  as  most  of  the  notables  of  the  tribe  are. 
The  grave  was  abont  four  feet  in  depth;  the  corpse  was 
wrapped  in  a  blanket,  and  laid  in  without  a  coffin  ;  sticks  were 
then  placed  across  the  top  of  the  grave  and  covered  over  wi(h 
earth,  leaving  an  open  space  at  the  head  of  the  grave  of  about 
one  foot  square,  that  the  spirit  of  the  departed  might  have 
egress,  as  it  winged  its  svay  to  the  celestial  hunting-grounds 
on  high. 

War  Eagle  was  a  rare  specimen  of  his  race  —  tall,  athletic, 
muscular,  with  massive  forehead,  bespeaking  an  amount  of 
intelligence  seldom  found  among  his  race.  A  few  words  of 
his  burning  eloquence  was  sufficient  to  arouse  his  people  to 
war,  and  deeds  of  blood,  or  to  bury  the  tomahawk,  and 
sheath  the  scalping-knife,  and  retire  to  the  shades  of  peace. 
He  was  zealous  in  the  defense  of  the  rights  of  his  people,  and 
against  any  encroachment  upon  that  soil  that  nature,  and  na- 
ture's God,  had  given  them  an  inalienable  right  to. 

The  love  of  country  and  people  is  not  confined  to  civilized 
life  alone,  but  swells  the  heart,  and  nerves  the  arm,  of  the  un- 
tutored red  man  of  the  forest.  War  Eagle  was,  emphatically, 
one  of  nature's  noblest  children,  upon  whom  she  had  bestowed 
-much  intellect  and  ability.  In  point  of  oratory,  he  was  ex- 
celled by  but  few  of  the  leading  orators  of  his  age.  But,  not- 
withstanding all  his  great  natural  abilities,  and  good  qualities, 
like  many  of  his  people,  he  yielded  to  that  baneful  monster, 
alcohol,  who  is  daily  fastening  his  poisonous  fangs  upon  the 
vitals  of  thousands,  and  with  his  fiery  tail  sweeping  countless 
numbers  from  the  stage  of  action.  It  was  when  in  a  beastly 
state  of  intoxication,  he  laid  out  upon  the  cold  ground,  with 
no  covering  but  the  starry-decked  heavens,  and,  drenched 
with  a  heavy  rain,  he  took  a  severe  cold,  from  which  he  never 
recovered. 

In  the  latter  part  of  J une,  1857,  the  steam  ferryboat  "  Lewi?^ 
Burns,"  that  plied  between  Sioux  City  and  Covington,  on  the 
Nebraska  side  of  the  river,  made  an  excursion  ti'ip  u})  the  Big 
Sioux  river,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  its  navigation,  quite  a 
number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Sioux  City  accompanying 
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the  excursion.  About  8  o'clock  a.  m.  all  were  summoned 
aboard  (the  writer  of  this  sketch  being  among  the  number). 
We  shoved  ofi",  and,  after  running  about  two  miles,  we  left 
"Old  Muddy"  and  soon  found  ourselves  gliding  upon  the 
crystal  waters  of  the  Big  Sioux.  The  beautiful  scenery  pre- 
sented to  the  eye  from  om*  position  in  the  pilot-house  was,  of 
such  striking  beauty  that  it  will  never  be  erased  from  my 
memor3\  On  the  west  of  us  was  stretched  out  for  miles  the 
rich  and  fertile  prairies  of  Dakota,  covered  with  nature's  green 
robes,  embellished  with  fragrant  flowers  of  every  hue.  On 
the  east  were  spread  out  the  broad  and  swelling  prairies  of 
Iowa,  with  here,  rugged  blufl's  covered  with  the  most  beauti- 
ful foliage,  the  winged  songsters  of  the  air  reveling  amid  the 
leafy  boughs  and  warbling  their  sweetest  strains,  and  there,  a 
beautiful  valley,  of  some  crystal  stream  that  wound  its  serpen- 
tine form  through  leafy  groves,  whilst  its  sparkling  waters 
rushed  on  with  impetuous  bound,  as  if  anxious  to  be  lost  in  the 
bright  bosom  of  the  Sioux.  Our  bark  would  occasionally  land, 
in  order  that  the  excursionists  might  enjoy  a  ramble  in  the 
groves,  and  pluck  the  beautiful  flowers  that  v/ere  woven  into 
wreaths  and  decorated  our  boat  and  the  heads  of  our  lady 
passengers,  which  gave  the  "  Lewis  Burns  "  somewhat  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  flower  garden.  '  As  our  boat  scudded  along  we 
frequently  sounded  the  water,  and  found  it  not  less  than  seven, 
nor  more  than  sixteen,  feet  in  depth.  After  running  about 
forty  miles  without  the  least  obstruction,  the  late  hour  of  the 
day  admonished  us  that  it  was  time  to  retrace  our  steps,  when 
we  very  reluctantly  wheeled  about  our  bark  for  home,  while 
all  were  delighted  with  the  excursion  trip  on  the  first  boat 
that  ever  navigated  the  Big  Sioux. 

(To  bo  continned.) 
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There  is  no  man,  I  take  it,  that  not  proud  of  being  an 
lowan.  All  men,  and  women  too.  liave,  or  should  have,  a 
love  for  their  early  associations  arjl  their  early  homes,  but 
there  is  no  lowan  that  does  not  feel  more  prond  of  his  adopted, 
than  his  native,  state.  And  I  hold  ihatall  this  state  greatness 
istheresultof  the  foundation  laid  by  :he"old  settlers,"  and  more 
particularly  the  "  old  settlers,"  of  Keokuk,  up  to  about  1850, 
when  civilization  firc^t  began  to  re..uire  a  police  force  to  pre- 
serve order  and  watch  them.  Ujvro  that  time  the  "old  citi- 
zens" managed  their  own  affairs  iu  iheir  own  way.  Atthattime 
.almost  all  the  citizens  had  nick-names  —  names  that  were  more 
appropriate  to  their  characters^,thai]  their  real  names,  such  as 
"  Sweet  William,"  "  Doublehead,"  *'  Heels,"  and  others,  not 
so  pleasant  to  repeat.  "  Sweet  Wi'.liam  "  kept  the  "  Eapids 
Hotel,"  the  leading  hotel  of  the  place  for  many  years.  Sweet 
Wiliiam  and  wife  ^vere  true  noble  Christians ;  they  not  only 
kept  hotel,  but  they  had  the  only  livery  stable,  the  only  dray, 
and  the  only  water  cart,  in  the  tuvrn.  The  livery  stock  was 
two  horses, —  Boreas,  named  after  the  steamer  of  that  name 
then  running  to  Keokuk  as  a  packet,  and  which  could  be  heard 
for  miles  before  her  arrival.  Eoreas  had  the  heaves,  but  did 
duty  as  dray  and  water  <;art  horse.  Sometimes  he  would  re- 
fuse to  draw  his  load  ;  on  such  occ;i?ions  Sweet  William  would 
talk  to  him^  insisting  that  he  had  fed  on  oats  that  morning, 
and  that  it  was  very  ungi-ateful  in  him  not  to  work  fairly. 
Boreas  would,  generally,  after  such  talks,  do  his  duty.  Arab 
was  the  saddle  horse,  and  was  named  Arab  because  lie  was 
supposed  to  have  all  the  bad  qualities  of  an  Arab  steed  ;  he 
was  small  of  body,  but  long-legged. 

Amongst  other  things  to  make  it  amiable  at  Keokuk  about 
this  time,  was  the  removal  of  Hummer  from  Iowa  City  to  Keo- 
kuk, to  establish  his  new  zion  that  was  not  to  be  consumed  at 
the  last  day,  and  the  ^-tleasant  uncertainty  of  the  title  to  the 
"  Half-Brced  Tract."  Some  lk>s(on  friend  of  Alfred  Hibbard, 
^of  Des  Moines  couiity,  commissioned  II.  to  go  to  Keokuk  and 
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look  after  his  interest  as  one  of  the  owners  of  that  tract.  Hib- 
bard  got  to  Keokuk  in  the  evening,  and  stopped  at  the  Eap- 
ids.    At  supper  there  was  a  full  table,  a  large  part  being  the 
officers  and  crew  of  a  steamer  that  had  frozen  up  a  few  miles 
above  the  rapids,  and  the  crew  had  left  and  were  on  their  way 
to  St.  Louis.    Soon  after  setting  down  at  the  table,  the  steam- 
boat mate  commenced  a  quarrel  with  a  pale,  weakly,  Morman, 
who  was  then  working  for  Charley  Moore,  a  Blacksmith. 
Moore  took  up  the  quarrel,  and,  with  his  chair  knocked  down 
the  mate.    This  wms  a  signal  for  a  genei-al  free  light.  The 
table  was  overturned,  Sweet  William  prayed  and  begged,  but 
the  fight  went  on,  until  Moore,  Devil  Creek  Bill  Clark,  and 
other  of  their  friends,  drove  from  the  house  the  steamboat 
party.    Ilibbard,  escaping  to  his  room,  locked  and  bolted  the 
door  and  slept.  Just  at  daylight  he  was  aroused  by  hearing  loud 
talk  in  tlie  street.  On  looking^ut,  he  saw  Dan  lline  with  a  shot 
gun  presented  at  Moore,  and  threatening  to  shoot  him,  Moore 
quietlystanding,  advisingatrue  shotif  one  wasmade.  Capt.  Ad. 
Hine  and  other  friends  interfered  and  took  off  Dan.  Ilibbard 
then  went  to  the  stable  to  look  after  his  horses,  but  he  found 
the  stable  door  open,  and  his  horses  gone.    Sweet  William  at 
once  saddled  Arab,  and  Ilibbard  pursued.  Eight  miles  above 
town  he  overtook  his  horses,  but  in  getting  down  from  Arab 
the  saddle  turned,  and  Arab  dashed  from  him,  kicking  up, 
down,  and  all  other  ways;  this  started  his  own  horses,  and 
they  ran  so  that  he  had  to  follow  them  eight  miles  farther  be- 
fore he  overtook  and  captured  them.    Arab  got  home  safe, 
minus  the  saddle.    Ilibbard  got  back  for  late  dinner,  but  that 
is  the  hut  night  that  he  has  ever  stayed  in  Keokuk.    Up  to 
my  latest  dates  from  him,  he  had  not  even  walked  on  shore 
in  that  town  from  a  steamboat,  and  the  Boston  friend  had  to 
get  another  agent  to  look  after  his  land. 

About  this  time,  a  tooth  carpenter  from  New  York  city,  by 
the  name  of  Shotwell,  put  out  his  shingle,  propably  the  first 
shingle  of  the  kind  put  out  in  the  territory.  Shotwell,  of 
course,  sto])ped  at  the  Eapids.  lie  had  a  line  suit  of  black, 
suitable  to  Broadway,  but  not  exactly  such  as  was  then  worn 
19 
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in  Keokuk.  He  had  been  a  spoiled  child  of  good  fortune,  as 
he  assumed,  was  greatly  offended  at  the  want  of  refinement, 
good  manners,  and  good-  society  around  him,  and  let  no  op- 
portunity escape  for  letting  the  people  know  it.  Tooth  car- 
pentering was  then  in  its  infancy  in  Keokuk;  added  to  that, 
ShotwelPs  manners,  he  soon  became  strapped,  and  his-  suit 
thread-bare ;  in  fact,  he  was  soon  without  money  to  provide 
the  liquor  necessary  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  so  important  a 
personage,  and  he  would  occasionally  join  gentlemen  in  a  so- 
cial glass  when  scarcely  invited. 

Besides  the  Kapids  hotel,  citizen  Brown  had  started  a  little 
tavern  in  the  side-hill,  the  lower  floor  used  as  a  dram  shop,  and 
the  hotel  above.  A  little  tailor  got  leave  to  put  up  aboard  in 
one  corner  of  the  bar-room  for  a  shop  ;  there  was  hardly  room 
to  sit  on  his  three-cornered  board.  One  evening  Brown  gave 
a  party,  and  wdiile  the  dance  \vas  going  on  above,  Captain 
Dierdoff,  a  merchant,  and  now  living  in  Oregon,  and  Captain 
Add.  lline,  came  in  to  take  a  drink;  Shotwell  \valked  up  to 
join  them ;  Dierdoff  turned  upon  him,  and  being  a  powerful 
man,  he  took  hold  of  S.'s  coat  and  literally  tore  it  from  him. 
The  little  tailor,  seeing  a  big  man  on  a. little  one,  jumped  from 
his  board  to  separate  them,  wdien  lline  gave  him  a  hck  and 
push  that  sent  him  back  under  his  bench.  Captain  Spence 
Ball,  a  sort  of  Hercules,  the  son-in-law  of  Brown,  hearing  the 
row  below^  came  rushing  down,  swearing  that  if  there  was  any 
fighting  to  be  done,  he  wanted  a  hand  in  it.  The  little  tailor 
crawled  out  from  under  his  bench,  and  said  to  Ball,  ''You 
can  take  my  hand,  sir,  if  you  want  to  ;  I  am  satisfied."  .  This 
little  speech  was  the  fortune  of  the  little  tailor.  The  tooth 
carpenter  left.  I  have  not  heard  of  him  since,  and  it  was 
many  years  after  before  a  successor  put  out  his  shingle. 

When  the  city  was  incorporated  in  184i,  the  city  council 
established  a  wharfage  tax,  and  made  "Citizen  Brown  wharf- 
master.  Brown  had  a  nuui  of  all  work  about  his  house, —  a 
little  Irishman  by  the  nanic  of  Tommy  AValker.  Tommy  was 
short-legged,  and  talked  through  his  nose,  but  was  faithl'ul  and 
honest  in  all  things.    There  was  nothing  like  a  wharf;  not  a 
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dollar  had  been  expended  to  make  a  landing,  by  the  city,  or 
individuals.  The  only  place  a  boat  could  land  at  low  water, 
was  at  the  month  of  Main  street,  where  a  bar  was  made  by  the 
wash  from  the  hill.  The  first  taxable  landing,  after  the  passage  of 
the  wharfage  ordinance,  was  a  little  raft  of  lumber,  from  AViscon- 
sin,  owned  and  run  by  a  perfect  specimen  of  a  long,  gang-ling, 
bony,  Yankee,  from  Maine.  The  raft  was  the  result  of  a  winter's 
lumbering.  It  was  poor  lumber,  and  poorer  sale,  at  that  day. 
The  wharfage  was  j^ve  hits^  a  rather  formidable  sum  for  that 
time.  Tommy  Walker  was  sent  to  collect  the  tax.  The  lum- 
berman, with  many  and  hard  oaths  refused  to  pay.  Tommy 
went  to  Munger,  a  . lawyer,  and  one  of  the  city  fathers,  for  ad- 
vice. Tommy  said  the  raftsman  might  not  "  mean  to  fight,  but 
he  talked  badly."  Mungerand  several  of  us  went  down  with 
Tommy  to  secure  the  "  five  bits."  The  money  was  paid  un- 
der bitter  protest.  Tommy,  with  proud  satisfaction  at  his  suc- 
cess, walked  on  shore,  holding  the  money,  all  in  silver,  in  his 
pahn,  and  turned  to  take  a  last  look  at  his  vanquished  enemy. 
This  enraged  the  raftsman,  and  when  he  opened  his  full  bat- 
teries, and  such  swearing  has  never  been  excelled,  even  in 
Keokuk,  winding  up  against  the  Irish  in  general.  When  he 
stopped  from  sheer  exhaustion.  Tommy,  in  his  nasal  tone, 
bolding  up  the  money,  said :  "  Permit  me  to  say  to  you,  sir, 
that  I  appreciate  this  money  much  more  than  I  do  your  lan- 
guage." This  Avas  too  much  for  the  raftsman ;  he  broke  for 
Tommy,  when,  if  ever  short  duck-legs  were  made  to  do  duty, 
they  were  on  that  occasion.  Tommy  had  about  twenty  feet 
the  start,  and  he  made  his  employer's  door  by  a  neck.  On 
the  raftsman's  return  to  his  raft  we  all  gave  him  a  wide  berth. 
I  think  that  Yankee  raftsman  has  not  been  in  Keokuk  since. 

The  first  church  that  was  organized  in  Keokuk  was  of  the 
true  blue  Presbyterian,  organized  about  1843.  John  Anti- 
christ was  the  principle  man  in  the  church,  religiously  and 
financially.  Sweet  AVilliam  and  wife  were  members.  An 
Englishman  was  the  minister.  The  church  was  jiot  lari^e,  but 
made  up  in  general  cussedness  what  it  lacked  in  numbers. 
John  Antichrist  had  the  only  ox  team  in  the  town,  and  hud  a 
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Tnoiiopoly  of  the  heavy  hauling,  as  Sweet  "William  had  of  the 
livery,  dray,  and  water-cart  business.  John  Antichrist  had 
formerly  lived  and  kept  hotel  near  Matty  Yan  Buren,  and  has 
often  shown  me  his  booke,  with  a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents 
against  Matty  for  night's  lodging,  still  unpaid.  Joljn  was  not 
exactly  a  lawyer,  but  was  always  in  the  law.  He  could  not 
have  enjoyed  his  Sunday  prayer  if  he  had  missed  a  law-suit 
during  the  week.  His  law-suits  were  about  all  conceivable 
things,  and  witli  all  classes  of  persons,  not  sparing  his  brother 
church  members.  Finally,  when  the  great  debt  of  nature 
could  be  pnit  olF  no  longer  by  demurrer  or  special  pleading, 
John  made  a  will  leaving  forty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  town, 
to  the  first  Congregational  chm-ch  that  might  be  organized  in 
the  tovrn.  This  will  furnished  food  for  the  lawyers  of  Keo- 
kuk, and  kept  John  in  remembrance  for  many  years,  and,  may 
be,  up  to  date.  The  land  became  very  valuable,  and  the  Con- 
gregational church  was  organized,  but  I  tliink  the  law3'ers  got 
•more  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  than  the  church  has.  Good 
Sweet  William  and  Aunt  Nancy  have  gone  home  to  a  happy 
reward  from  all  of  their  troubles  in  the  "  Kapids,"'^nd  with 
"Boreas,"  and  "Arab."  And  I  am  sure  that  John  Anti- 
christ had  troubles  enough  here  below  to  last  for  all  time 
to  come ;  and,  besides,  he  was  one  of  the  kindest  and  most  ac- 
commodating neighbors,  and  best  of  citizens,  except  you  had 
to  law  with  him  occasionally.  He  w^ould  loan  you  money  at 
anytime  to  get  to  sue  you  for  it,  and  then  loan  you  the  money 
to  pay  the  cost.  Poor  John !  there  are  none  such  left.  The 
good  old  days  of  Keokuk  are  gone,  never  to  return.  Houses 
then  did  not  need  to  be  locked  ;  tools  were  safe  to  be  left  over 
night  where  you  had  used  them  in  the  day  ;  goods  could  lay 
on  the  wharf  untouched.  But,  alas  !  civilization  has  changed 
all  this.    Kefinement  and  the  police  go  hand  and  hand. 

T. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  14-,  1870. 
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"^TEE  DES  MOUSES  EAPIDS  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI  EIYEE, 
AND  ITS.IMPEOVEMENTS. 


JiY  LIEUT.  J.  E.  GRIFFITn,  U.  S.  ENGINEERS,  ASSISTANT  TO  GEN. 
WILSON,  U.  8.  A. 


The  Des  Moines,  or  Lower  Eapids,  are  situated  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  extend  from  Keohiik  to 
Montrose,  a  distance  of  eleven  miles. 

Above  tliese  rapids  the  contour  lines  of  the  range  of  bluff's 
on  either  side,  indicate  that  at  some  period  in  the  history  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley,  the  river  widened,  and  assumed  the 
dimensions  of  a  small  lake.  There  are  several  geological  ar- 
guments which  go  to  prove  this  fact. 

The  outlet  of  this  lake  was  at  the  present  head  of  the  rapids. 
The  waters,  by  their  ceaseless  action,  through  ages  of  time, 
aided  by  ice  and  other  geological  agencies,  gradually  eroded 
a  channel  through  the  rocks,  until  it  has  increased  to  its  pres- 
ent dimensions. 

The  bluffs  on  each  side  of  the  river  are  contignons  to  the 
shore  hne,  and  vary  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  above  the  water.  "  The  river  bottom  is  a  broad, 
smooth  rock,  seamed  by  a  narrow,  crooked  channel,  or,  in 
some  places,  several  of  them,  alternately  widening  and  nar- 
rowing, shoaling  and  deepening  ;  nowhere  good  navigation. 
The  rapids,  therefore,  are  not  broken  and  noisy,  but,  the  de- 
scent being  gradual,  the  water  flows  over  its  bed  in  a  broad, 
smooth,  unbroken  sheet,  with  nothing  but  the  faintest  ripple 
on  its  surface  to  indicate  the  dangerous  places.  The  casual 
observer  would  not  suspect  the  presence  of  the  rapids,  were 
he  not  informed  beforehand."  The  character  of  the  bottom  is 
*'cherty''  limestone,  belonging  to  the  Keokuk  group  of  the 
carboniferous  scries. 

The  fall  in  eleven  miles  is  twenty-two  feet ;  average  widtli 
of  Mississippi  river,  four  thousand  live  liundred  feet;  its  mean 
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cfei-)tli,  two  and  four-tenths  feet;  nnd  its  mean  surface  velocity  is 
two  and  eighty-eiglit  hundredths  feet  per  second. 

The  tortuous,  uncertain  cliannel  over  these  rapids  precludes 
the  possibility  of  any  craft  navigating  them  in  low  water. 
Even  if  the  channel  itself  was  wide  and  deep,  no  pi] ot  would 
dare  to  undertake  to  pass  them  at  night. 

The  worst  portions  of  the  rapids  are  called  by  river  men, 
"chains,"  of  which  there  are  five  principle  ones.  These 
"chains"  are  miniature  ridges,  stretching  diagonally  across 
the  rivei',  and,  as  before  stated,  have  worn  upon  tliem  a  smooth 
surface,  w^ith  a  narrow  channel,  or  a  series  of  them,  cut  through 
by  the  action  of  the  w^ater.  These  chains  lie  betw^een  Keokuk 
and  Nashville  (Iowa),  a  distance  of  eight  miles. 

At  Montrose,  the  head  of  the  rapids,  between  the  island  and 
the  main  shore,  there  is  an  extensive  "patch"  of  rock  which 
requires  excavation.  The  only  feasible  plan  to  remove  this, 
.will  be  to  enclose  the  above  "patches"  by  a  coffer  dam,  pump 
the  water  out,  and  blast  a  channel  two  hundred  feet  wide  and 
five  feet  deep.  The  question  of  improving  the  rapids  has  im- 
pressed itself  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  for 
many  years  past.  The  great  want  of  it  has  been  felt  by  steam- 
boatmen.  As  early  as  1830  the  general  government  took 
steps  to  survey  the  locality,  and  made  preparations  for  the  im- 
provement. The  actual  annual  cost  to  river  navigation  on  ac- 
count of  these  rapids, -for  lighterage,  reshipment  by  rail,  &c., 
has  varied  from  $200,000  to  $600,000.  No  one  can,  there- 
fore, deny  the  expediency  of  the  great  work  required  at  this 
point.  As  the  entire  Mississippi  Yalley  is  directly  interested 
in  this  matter,  the  people  of  the  north-west  have  ever  had  an 
earnest  desire  to  have  the  Father  of  ^yaters  j'reed  from  all  ob- 
structions to  commerce  and  travel.  Ihe  will  of  these  people 
has  been  repeatedly  expressed  by  their  representatives  in  com- 
mercial conventions,  and  elsewhere,  and  by  that  powerful  ex- 
ponent of  popular  thought,  the  press.  The  only  question  ever 
has  been,  how  to  make  this  improvement  to  best  subserve  the 
general  interest. 
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The  cbaiiiiel  excavation  at  Montrose  is  estimated  to  cost 
$620,000.  Fj-om  ^'asliville  to  Keokuk  a  tall  of  eig-hteen  feet 
occurs,  and,  as  it  constitutes  the  most  formidable  barrier  to 
navigation,  it  requires  the  niost  attention.  It  was,  at  onetime, 
proposed  to  excavate  a  channel,  in  midsti-eam,  two  hundred 
feet  wide,  and  four  feet  deep,  the  entire  length  of  the  rapids. 
The  objection  to  this,  in  addition  to  its  great  cost,  would  have 
been  the  danger  of  its  navigation  at  night,  and  when  windy; 
and  as  a  boat  would  necessarily  move  slower,  the  proportion- 
ate dilliculty  of  its  management.  Several  otlier  plans,  such  as 
the  construction  of  a  continuous  dam,  with  locks  across  tlie  en- 
tire stream,  and  various  modilications  of  wing  dams,  sluices 
and  chutes,  for  narrowing  and  deepening  the  thread  of  the 
current,  have  been  suggested  and  carefully  considered,  but 
all  rejected,  as  involving  too  many  elements  of  uncertainty  to 
warrant  their  application  to  a  river  of  such  magnitude  as  the 
Mississippi. 

In  1837,  Lieut,  (since  General  C.  S.  A.)  Robert  E.  Lee 
made  a  survey  and  map  of  the  rapids,  submitting  at  the  same 
time  various  plans  of  improvements.  Subsequent!}'"  Lieut, 
(since  Maj.  Gen.  IT.  S.  A.)  G.  K.  Warren  extended  the  investi- 
gation, and  made  more  professional  researches  into  the  prac- 
ticability of  making  the  rapids  navigable.  It  was  left  to  Bre- 
vet Major  General  J.  11.  Wilson  to  carry  out  the  only  feasible 
plan  for  the  long  looked-for  passage  across  the  lower  rapids. 
General  Wilson  was  assigned,  in  1866,  to  the  charge  of  the 
Des  Moines  and  Rock  Island  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
Tlie  improvement,  as  carried  out  by  him,  consists  of  an  inde- 
pendent ship  canal,  seven  and  six-tenths  miles  long,  reaching  on 
tbie  Iowa  side  of  the  river  from  Nashville  to  Keokuk,  to  be  two 
hundred  and  iifty  feet  wide  in  excavation,  and  from  three  hun- 
dred to  four  hundred  feet  in  embankment ;  in  extreme  low 
water  to  have  a  depth  of  five  feet. 

In  this  canal  will  be  three  locks — one  guard  lock  at  the  upper 
end,  and  two  lift  locks.  The  lower  lock  at  Keokuk,  to  have  a 
lift  of  ten  and  three-quarters  feet;  the  middle  lock  two  miles 
ubove,  with  a  lift  of  eight  feet.  Tlie  guard  lock  will  be  so  con- 


;  '  1'  ?: 


.4 


152 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[APRIL, 


Btructed  that  in  very  high  water  it,  too,  can  be  need  as  a  lift 
lock.  Each  lock  is  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  between 
the  mitre  sills,  eighty  feet  wide  in  the  chamber,  and  to  be  filled 
thr^fngli  culverts  leading  from  each  gate  recess,  and  passing  in 
rear  of  the  main  walls,  discharging  through  openings  in  the 
chamber  walls.  It  is  expected  to  fill  each  lock  in  three  or  live 
minutes.  The  canal  is  excavated  to  such  a  depth,  and  the 
embankment  wells  raised  to  such  a  height,  as  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  low  and  high  waters  of  186-1-  and  1851,  re- 
spectively. The  difference  between  the  above  stages  of  water 
at  Keokuk  is  twenty  and  seventy-two  hundredths  feet.  As  a 
consequence,  extraordinary  provisions  must  be  made  to  pre- 
pare for  these  two  extremes. 

The  river  embankment  of  the  canal  consists  of  the  best 
earth,  protected  by  a  well  laid  rip-rap  (slope)  wall.  When 
completed  it  will  be  ten  feet  wide  on  top,  and  the  sides  having 
the  slope  of  one  and  one-half  base  to  one  vertical  on  outside, 
and  one  and  one-quarter  to  one  on  inside,  giving  an  average 
height  of  twenty  feet,  and  will  be  two  feet  above  high-water 
mark  of  1851.  The  bank  is  constructed  by  first  throwing  in 
broken  stone  to  such  a  heicrht  above  water  as  to  warrant  the 
safety  of  laying  a  track  upon  it.  This  "  toe,"  or  base  of  rip- 
rap, forms  a  nucleus,  on  the  inside  of  which  earth  is  thrown. 
This  is  widened  and  raised  to  the  required  dimensions.  When 
this  becomes  water-tight,  cross-banks  are  constructed  from 
the  river  bank  to  the  shore  line,  at  irregular  intervals  to  en- 
close the  portions  requiring  excavation.  A  series  of  pits  are 
thus  enclosed,  which  are  pumped  dry,  and  the  prism  of  the 
canal  is  brought  to  the  required  grade.  The  material  thus 
excavated  goes  to  form  bank  and  wall  in  other  places;  by 
this  means  no  material  is  wasted.  When  the  earth  embank- 
ment is  completed,  and  excavation  done,  the  cross-banks  are 
removed  and  water  let  in. 

The  locks  are  constructed  of  the  best  magnesian  limestone, 
laid  in  hydraulic  cement.  The  stone  is  quarried  in  the  line  of 
bluffs  adjacent  to  the  rapids.  It  is  of  the  best  (puility,  and 
before  acceptance  into  the  work,  each  stone  passes  thi-ough  a 
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rigid  inspection  bj  an  engineer  in  cliarge.  The  walls  of  the 
lower  lock  are  to  be  twenty-three  and  five-twelftlis  feet  high  ; 
middle  lock,  twenty  feet ;  and  guard  lock  Ironi  eighteen  to 
twenty  feet.  All  of  them  ten  feet  wide  on  bottom,  six  feet  wide 
on  top  and  provided  with  suitable  butti-esscs.  The  face  of  the 
chamber  has  a  batter  of  one-half  inch  to  one  foot.  Wooden 
gates,  with  iron  heel-posts  and  cpioin-plates  will  be  snpported 
by  iron  suspension  posts  held  in  p(\sition  by  rods  anchored  into 
the  masonry.  A  stationary  steam  engine,  by  means  of  appro- 
priate shaftings,  will  open  and  close  the  gates  and  wickets. 

This  completes  the  general  plans  of  the  improvement.  The 
carrying  out  of  the  details  is  the  work  of  time,  of  much  laboi', 
and  requiring  })atience  to  battle  the  elements.  The  cost  of 
the  entire  work,  inclusive  of  the  Montrose  work,  wa  ]  estimated 
by  General  Wilson,  in  ISGG,  to  be  82,710,000.  Of  this  amount 
$1,380,000  has  already  been  appropriated  by  Congress,  inclu- 
sive of  the  $200,000  obtained  in  the  early  part  of  the  past 
winter.  This  amount  will  be  expended  before  the  1st  of  July, 
1870.  The  time  required  to  construct  the  work  will  depend 
to  a  great  extent  upon  the  will  of  Congress.  If  suitable  appro- 
priations are  made,  it  can  he  completed  in  one  and  one-half 
years.  If  not,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  when  a  boat  can  go 
through  the  canal.  It  is  poor  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
general  government  to  make  small  appropriations  for  this  im- 
provement. The  locks,  the  canal,  and  the*  channel  excavation 
at  Montrose  and  above  Nashville,  can  be  carried  on  simulta- 
neously, without  interfering  in  the  least  with  one  another.  If 
small  and  inadequate  appropriations  are  made,  the  work  pro- 
gresses slowly,  much  material  is  lost  by  high  water,  and  the 
contingent  expenses  increase  annually. 

Roughly  estimated,  three-fifths  of  the  canal  work  are  fin- 
ished. One  (the  lower)  lock  is  half  completed.  There  is 
nothing  done  at  either  of  the  other  locks;  nothing  at  ]\lont- 
rose.  A  great  portioji  of  the  stone  is  delivered  for  the  three 
locks.  The  cost  of  the  maiiitenance  of  the  canal  will  be  insig- 
nificant foi"  many  years  to  come.  A  d]'edge  fur  the  canal,  and 
an  (steam)  engineer  at  each  lock,  are  all  the})ositive  e.\j>ensos. 
20 
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The  water  can  be  drawn  out  of  tlie  two  levels  in  the  winter, 
and  canal  cleaned.  Several  small  streams  empty  into  the  ca- 
nal; deposits  I'rom  their  waters  will  beheld  by  suitable  ^'catch- 
pools"  in  their  basins  near  the  outlet. 

Tlie  present  conti-actors  for  the  canal  work,  are  Messrs.  Dull 
and  Williams,  of  Keokuk ;  for  the  lower  lock,  E.  Owen',  of 
Albany,  N.  Y. ;  for  the  furnishing  and  delivery  of  stone, 
Messrs.  Case  and  Yan  Wagoner,  of  Fulton,  IST.  Y. ;  for  cast- 
in^gs,  Morris  Sellers,  of  Keokuk;  for  cement,  James  Clark,  of 
IJtica,  Ills. ;  and  for  timber,  James  Carroll,  of  Cairo,  Illinois. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  expenditures,  reports  of  opera- 
tions, &c.,  reference  can  be  had  to  the  annual  repoKs  of  Bre- 
vet Major  General  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Engineers,  U. 
S.  A.,  for  the  years  1867,  1S68,  1809,  and  1870. 

During  the  past  year  an  average  daily  force  of  one  thou- 
sand men  have  been  employed.  Payments  are  made  soon 
.  after  each  monthl}'-  estimate  is  taken.  Wages  have  been  higher 
than  upon  any  other  work  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 
From  one-third  to  two-thirds  of  the  employes  are  Swedes. 
The  river  bank  is  dotted  with  the  rustic  abodes  of  these  work- 
men. Shanties  built  by  the  contractors  are  rented  to  the  men 
at  low  figures.  This  offers  inducements  for  permanent  loca- 
tion, and  drives  away,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  ordinary  river 
roustabouts. 

*    A  visit  to  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  Improvement  is  profitable 
in  its  results  to  the  engineer,  geologist,  artist,  and  tourist. 
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KOBEET  LUOAS,  THE  FIEST  GOVEENOE  OF  IOWA. 

(Continued  from  page  50.) 

Under  an  act  of  congress  "to  divide  the  territory  of  Wis 
consin  and  to  establish  the  territorial  government  of  lo'wa," 
approved  June  12,  1838,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  ap- 
pointed b}^  President  Yan  Buren,  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Iowa,  a  position  which  carried  with  it,  ex  officio^  the  duties 
and  responsibilities,  in  addition  to  those  of  executive,  of  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs.  His  commission,  transmitted  to 
liira  by  John  Forsyth,  then  secretarj^  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  bore  date  the  Tth  of  July,  1838,  and  reached  him  at 
his  residence  at  Fiketou,  Pike  county,  Ohio,  ten  days  after- 
wards. 

His  appointment  was  effected  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  of  Brown  county,  Ohio,  afterwards  a 
distinguished  field  and  general  officer  in  the  Mexican  war,  but 
then  a  member  of  congress  from  Ohio,  and  to  whom  Presi- 
dent Grant  was  indebted  for  his  cadetship  at  West  Point — an 
appoii^tment  wliich,  however,  had  been  first  offered  to  Gov. 
Lucas's  son,  Edward  W.  Lucas,  but  declined."^" 

It  was  a  rule  with  Gov.  Lucas  to  answer  all  business  letters 
immediately  on  their  reception ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  him 
in  this  case,  writing  his  letter  of  acceptance  the  same  day  his 
commission  was  received,  saying  he  would  start  in  a  few  days 
for  the  new  territory,  and  assuring  tlie  secretary  that  every 
exertion  would  be  made  by  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  appointment  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  general  government,  and  to  the  satislaction  ©f 
the  American  people." 


*Ed.  Lucas,  in  the  course  of  events,  lived  to  render  Grant  enllant  nssistanco  nt  Pitt'i- 
burg  Landing,  ns  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  llic  l  t(h  Iowa  volunteers,  wliioh  was  captured 
vith  all  its  otlieers  present  at  Sliiloli.  After  the  war,  Col.  Luras  drew  from  th«»  political 
•wheel  of  fortune  which  I're.sident  Johnf^on  turned,  a  postmaster'?  comnii.«^ion  at  Iowa 
City,  but  was  jostled  out  of  it,  Miruuf;!!  the  inexoralile  requirenientu  of  party  jioliey  in 
18G0,  by  th(!  distin'j;ui8hed  soldier  and  stad'sman  who  had  sueeeedod  liim  in  the  nomina- 
tion to  Went  Point,  and  wlio  had  acknowledged  his  prowess  at  Shiloh. 
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A  jonrnoy  from  the  interior  of  Ohio  to  tlie  banks  of  the  up- 
per Mississippi  was  then  a  matter  of  weeks,  and  not  of  lioiirs, 
as  now.  So  that,  altlioui^h  Gov.  Lucas  set  out  fi'om  his  liome 
on  the  25th  of  July,  dehiying  on  his  route  only  a  few  days  at 
Cincinnati,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  selection  ul'  the 
books  for  a  territorial  library,  for  which  congress  had  appro- 
pi-iated  five  thousand  dollars,  it  was  not  till  nearly  the  middle 
of  Angust  that  he  reached  Burlington  (then  the  temporary 
Beat  of  the  territorial  government),  whose  citizens  received  him 
with  the  hosier  of  a.  public  dinner. 

His  faniily  remained  at  their  home  in  Ohio,  and  did  not  all 
join  him  in  Iowa  for  more  tlian  a  year  afier  his  ap})ointment, 
but  he  was  accom])anied  from  Cincinnati  to  Burlington  by 
Jesse  Wilh'ams,  as  clerk  in  the  Indian  de])artment,  and  by 
'i  hcodore  S.  Parvin,  as  his  private  secretary.  Williams,  who 
now  lives  in  Sioux  City,  suljsequently  became  the  secretary 
of  the  territory;  and  Parvin,  now  a  professor  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  but  then  a  youth  fresh  from  college  (whom 
tlie  governor  took  a  fancy  to  at  first  sight  at  a  social  gathering 
of  a  mutual  friend  in  Cincinnati,  while  Lucas  was  on  his  way 
hither),  after  S9;*ving  about  a  year  as  secretary,  received  the 
.appointment  of  district  attorney  for  the  central  district,  when 
the  tei;i*itory  was  divided  into  three  judicial  districts. 

William  B.  Conway,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  who  had 
been  appointed  secretary  of  the  territory  some  little  time  be- 
fore Lucas  was  commissioned  governor,  had  reached  Iowa 
about  a  month  in  advance  of  the  latter,  and  had  hastily  and 
officiously  assumed  the  functions  of  executive,  and  on  Lucas's 
arrival,  he  found  him  with  the  anxious  air  of  an  ex])iring  man 
with  a  whole  will  to  write,  but  only  time  for  a  codicil,  busy 
issuing  pi'oclamations,  and  nudving  ap])ointments  as  acting 
governor.  It  is  difficult,  especially  for  weak  and  vain  men, 
when  once  usur{>ed,  to  lay  down  the  scepter  of  power,  and  it 
is  not,  therefore,  strange,  that  jVFr.  Conuay,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  governor,  subsided  only  with  a  struggle  from  the  coveted 
office  of  governor,  to  the  less  attractive  and  imposing  one  of 
secretary;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  frecpiently  after- 
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wards  displayed,  by  indifference  and  inattention  to  bis  duties 
as  secretary,  liis  dissatisfaction  with  bis  official  position,  and 
by  plotting  and  intriguing  witli  members  of  the  first  legisla- 
ture, betrayed  bis  designs  and  hopes  of  eventually  supplanting 
the  executive. 

Gov.  Lucas's  first  official  act,  as  executive  of  Iowa,  was  to 
issne  a  proclamation,  dated  August  13,  1838,  dividing  the  ter- 
ritory into  eight  representative  districts,  apportioning  the 
members  of  the  council  and  bouse  of  representatives  among 
the  nineteen  counties  then  composing  the  territory,  and  ap- 
pointing the  second  Monday  in  September  ensuing,  for  the 
election  of  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  and  a  delegate 
to  Congress. 

At  tlie  first  meeting  of  tbe  legislative  assembly,  whicb  took 
place  by  appointment  of  the  governor  on  tbe  first  Monday  of 
JNovember,  1838,  an  "iron-clad  oatb"  was  administered  to  the 
members  by  the  governor  in  person,  to  the  following  effect : — 

"You,  and  each  of  you,  do  solemnly  swear  upon  the  boly 
evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  the  Searcher  of  bearts,  that  you 
will  support  tbe  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  act  of 
congress  to  divide  tbe  territory  of  Wisconsin  and  to  establisb 
tbe  territorial  government  of  Iowa,  and  that  you  will  faithfully, 
impartially,  and  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  ability,  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  member  of  tbe  council  (or  house  of  rep- 
resentatives), 60  help  you  God." 

To  tliose  wlio  weve  con^^cientiously  prevented  from  swearing 
on  the  Bible,  but  affirmed  with  uplifted  hand,  the  last  part  of 
the  adjuration  was  changed  to  the  words,  "as you  shall  answer 
to  God  in  the  great  day." 

His  first  message  to  ibe  legislative  assembly,  after  its  organ- 
ization, was  dated  ^November  12,  183S.  As  it  was  to  suggest 
a  complete  code  of  laws  for  the  government  of  a  new  com- 
monwealth, it  necessarily  eml)rac(Hl  a  multi])licity  of  subjects. 
By  the  act  of  Congress  erecting  the  tei-ritory  of  Iowa,  it  was 
provided  that,  until  the  legislature  ol'  Iowa  sliould  enact  oth- 
ers, the  buvs  of  Wi.sconsii\  (which  were  themselves  blended 
with  those  of  Michigan,  on  account  of  the  former  territorial 
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connecMon  of  these  two  communities)  sliould,  except  when 
incompatible  with  the  act  of  congress  dividing  the  two  terri- 
tories, be  in  force  in  Iowa, —  a  necessaiy  provision  for  the 
time  being,  bnt  a  source,  nevertlieless,  while  it  lasted,  of  con- 
stant confusion  and  doubt.  Gov.  Lucas,  therefore,  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  a  system  of  laws,  to  take  the  place  of 
those  of  Wisconsin,  which  would  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
Iowa,  and  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three 
persons  of  legal  ability  and  experience,  to  digest,  during  the 
recC5^s  of  the  legislature,  a  system  of  laws  for  consideration 
and  adoption  at  the  next  session,  advising,  at  the  same  time, 
the  exclusion  from  them  of  all  technical  fictions.  In  this  con- 
nection the  governor  took  occasion  to  express  his  disapproba- 
tion of  laws  then  in  force  in  some  of  the  states,  providing  for 
imprisonment  for  debt,  and  his  approval  of  the  death  penalty 
for  murder,  only  because  the  condition  of  the  territory,  without 
secure  prisons  for  the  safe  keeping  of  dangerous  ofienders, 
made  it  necessary.  He  advised  the  discontinuance  of  public 
executions,  and  the  infliction  of  the  extreme  penalty  in  the 
presence  only  of  the  sheriff  and  a  suitable  number  of  witnesses. 
The  recent  violent  death  of  a  member-elect  of  the  house  of 
representatives  in  a  street  quarrel,  was  employed  as  an  occa- 
sion for  protesting  against  the  pernicious  practice  of  carrying 
concealed  weapons,  which  he  very  much  deprecated. 

There  was  one  commendable  project  the  governor  had  very 
much  at  heart,  and  which  he  never  got  tired  urging  stren- 
uously upon  the  legislature  —  the  organization,  upon  a  broad 
basis,  of  a  liberal  system  of  common  schools,  and  two  vices, 
which  with  fervor  he  recommended  the  legislature  to  eradi- 
cate—  gambling  and  intemperance,  which  he  considered  the 
fountains  of  all  crimes.  The  organization  of  the  militia  was 
also  one  of  his  pet  measures,  which  he  lost  no  o]")])ortunity  of 
pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  law-makers,  and  with  good 
reason  ;  for  the  immediate  neighbors  of  the  pioneers  to  the 
north  and  west  were  the  red-hued  denizens  of  the  pineries  and 
prairies,  experts  with  the  scalping-knife  and  bow,  who  slK)ok 
hands  with  the  "whites"  over  their  annuities  at  the  agency 
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once  a  year,  and  the  remainder  of  tlie  time  shook  toma- 
hawks at  the  "  pale-faces." 

Tliere  was  a  broad  difl'erence  between  the  views  of  a  major- 
ity of  this  legishitive  assembly  and  the  governor,  on  many 
points  of  authority,  as  well  as  on  questions  of  public  policy 
and  expedienc3\  The  governor,  exercising  his  undoubted 
right,  had  interposed  his  veto  to  a  number  of  acts  passed  by 
the  legislative  assembly,  from  which  they  were  unable  to  take 
refuge  in  a  two-thirds  vote,  as  the  organic  act  plainly  set  forth 
that  no  act  of  the  legislature  should  have  the  force  of  law  till 
approved  by  the  governor.  Secretary  Conway  was  evidently 
greaYly  instrumental  in  fomenting  the  discord  between  the 
governor  and  legislature,  which  ultimately  culminated  in  a 
petition,  signed  by  a  large  number  of  both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature, to  the  president,  praying  the  removal  of  Governor  Lu- 
cas from  the  executive  chair. 

This  memorial,  which  was  dated  the  12th  of  January,  1839, 
and  signed  by  eight  of  the  members  of  the  council,  and  by 
seven  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  alleged  that 
under  Gov.  Lucas's  administration,  any  measure  called  for  by 
the  people  met  with  an  executive  veto  unless  it  agreed  with 
his  whims  of  the  moment,  and  that  he  exercised  his  veto  in 
all  cases  w^ithout  regard  to  judgment  or  propriety,  and  without 
respect  to  the  feelings  or  rights  of  the  legislature ;  that  few 
niei];ibers  of  either  house  called  on  him,  and  that  those  who 
did  were  liable  to  be  treated  with  silent  contempt ;  that  he 
had  refused  to  inform  the  house  whether  he  had  approved  the 
laws  they  had  passed;  that  to  some  of  the  lg,ws  he  had  given 
only  a  qualified  approval,  and  the  fate  of  others  remained  un- 
known, and  that,  finally,  an  act  conferring  the  privilege  of 
banking  on  certain  parties,  distasteful  to  all,  thougli  supported 
by  some  of  the  democrats,  "to  try  the  democracy  of  the  gov- 
ernor," w^as  not  only  approved  by  him,  but  his  action  thereon 
"  foreknown  and  pledged." 

In  addition  to  this,  a  memorial  for  the  governor's  removal 
was  passed  by  both  houses,  signed  in  due  form  by  their  presid- 
ing ofB-cers,  and  transmitted  to  the  president.    It  was  written 
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in  a  grandiloquent  style,  as  if  the  signers,  instead  of  intriguing 
against  a  faitlrful  public  servant,  were  arraigning  a  second 
George  tlie  Thiitl  beibre  the  withering  judgment  of  mankind, 
and  thereby  incurring  for  themselves  liability  to  the  halters 
and  prisons  of  tyrants,  instead  of  taking  their  cliances  for  the 
succession. 

These  pretended  martyrs  averred  tliat  he  had  "refused  to 
place  liis  signature  to  laws  the  most  sahitary  and  essential  to 
the  public  good,  without  even  deigning  to  make  known  his  ob- 
jections thereto,"  and  had  "withheld  otliers  of  equal  import- 
ance ^'thout  giving  them  to  understand  what,  or  whether,  any 
executive  action  was  taken  in  regai-d  to  them,  and  that,  too, 
with  a  view  to  subject  theii" action  to  his  will;  tliat  he  had  de- 
clared himself  pai'anmunt  to  the  people's  representatives,  by 
officially  declaring  that,  indej^endent  of  him,  they  had  no  pow- 
er; that  he  had  usurped  the  judicial  authority  by  dictating  in 
notes  to  his  approval  of  many  laws,  the  construction^  which 
should  be  given  them;  that  he  had  declined,  in  a  coarse  and 
uncourteous  manner,  to  inform  them  what  laws  had  received 
his  sanction;  that  he  had  refused  to  consider  recommendations 
of  applicants  for  office  from  members  from  the  district  or 
county  in  which  the  applicants  resided,  and  indirectly  had  de- 
clared his  intention  not  to  regard  such  reconmiendations  ;  that 
he  had,  on  various  occasions,  anticipated  the  action  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department  in  regard  to  public  nieasures  before  they 
ivere  officially  before  him,  in  a  manner  indicative  of  a  design 
to  make  the  legislative  assembly  subservient  to  his  will ;  that 
while  officiously  scrupulous  in  relation  to  disbursements  of 
mone}^  for  the  expenses  of  the  legislative  assenibly,  he  had 
sent  his  own  bills  to  the  secretary  for  payment  without  author- 
ity of  law;  that  he  had  declared  his  determination  to  veto  all 
bills  for  which  he  would  not  vote  as  a  member  of  the  assem- 
bly; that  he  had  appointed  persons  to  office  who  had  neither 
domicile  nor  interest  in  Iowa,  some  of  whom  were  his  relatives ; 
and  that  he  had  manifested  a  want  of  ability  to  govern  in 
peace  or  comnnmd  in  ^var,  which  was  to  them  alarming,  and 
that  he  was,  in  the  language  of  the  Declaration  of  Inile])end- 
ence,  "unlit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people." 
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These  coinplaiuts  to  the  president  were  ably  met  by  a  "pro- 
test," signed  by  John  Friersou,  James  Brierly,  Samuel  Par- 
ker, George  II.  Beeler,  G.  S.  Bailey,  William  Patterson,  Wil- 
liam G.  Coop,  and  Calvin  J .  Price,  members  of  the  house  of 
'  representativ^es,  who  gave  the  following  reasons  for  dissenting 
from  the  action  of  the  majority,  which  form  an  ample  refuta- 
tion of  the  charges  of  the  conspirators: 

"  1st.  Because  we  believe  the  object  intended  to  be  effected 
by  the  memorial,  as  also  the  senthnents  therein  contained,  to 
be  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  our  imm_ediate  con- 
stituents at  least,  if  not  also  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  opin- 
ions of  a  very  large  majorit}''  of  the  peo])lc  of  this  territory. 

"  2d.  Because  the  memorial  was  not  presented  to  this  house 
for  consideration  until  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  it  was  rushed  through  without  afford- 
ing time  for  a  proper  consideration  of  its  contents. 

*'3d.  Because,  in  reviewing  the  oflicial  acts  of  the  governor 
of  this  territory,  candor  compels  us  to  acknowledge  that,  while 
we  see  but  little  to  censure,  there  is  much  to  commend,  so  far, 
at  least,  as  his  acts  have  been  connected  with  the  proceedings 
of  this  branch  of  the  legislative  assembly. 

''4th.  While  all  admit  his  honesty  and  purity  of  purpose  — 
.while  none  but  bitter  political  opponents  pretend  to  doubt  his 
patriotism  —  we,  at  least,  all  confess,  and  desire  to  bear  wit- 
ness, that  we  do  not  see  in  a  single  one  of  his  official  acts  the 
slightest  departure  from  any  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  or- 
ganic law,  nor  the  least  violation  of  any  of  the  constitutional 
provisions  of  the  general  government.  And  we  blieve,  fur- 
ther, not  only  that  he  has,  in  his  official  actions,  been  gov- 
erned by  a  sincere  wish  to  promote  the  best  and  most  perma 
iient  interest^of  this  territory,  local  and  general,  but  also  that 
his  acts  generally  will  tend  unerringly  to  that  desired  consuni- 
nuitiou." 

The  protest  then  went  on  to  analyze,  in  the  order  they 
were  made,  the  charges  brought  against  the  governor. 

To  the  first  charge,  tluit  the  governor  had  rcliised  to  attach 
his  name  to  legislative  acts  essential  to  the  public  good,  the 
21 
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protesters  asserted  that  tliev  knew  of  none  such,  and  thattliey 
did  not  believe  that  he  had  refused  to  sanction  any  Liw  which 
did  not,  in  some  of  its  provisions,  contravene  tlie  hiws  of  con. 
gress,  the  ordinance  of  17ST,  or  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  To  tlie  allegation  that  he  had  declared  the  legislative 
assembly  to  be  without  power  independent  of  the  governor, 
they  sim])ly  called  attention  to  tlie  fact  that  the  act  of  congress 
organizing  the  teri'itory  said  the  same  tJdng,  They  admitted 
the  truth  of  the  charge  of  his  refusn)g  to  inform  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  wliat  bills  he  had  signed,  but  showed  t  at  they 
had  been  properly  and  pron)i)tly  deposited  with  the  secretary 
of  the  territory,  whose  duty  it  was  to  liave  transmitted  them 
to  the  legislature,  and  met  that  of  his  pocketing  bills,  with  the 
siKi^emeut  of  his  undeniable  practice  of  placing  all  bills  when 
signed  by  him  in  the  hands  of  tlie  secretary.  As  to  his  refus- 
ing to  appoint  applicants  for  office  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  members  from  the  district  where  the  candidates  resided, 
they  proved  that  the  members  themselves  were  to  blame  in 
this  regard,  in  not  agreeing  among  themselves  in  their  recom- 
mendations,—  members  from  the  same  district  frequently  rec- 
ommending different  parties  for  the  same  place.  To  the 
count  that  the  governor  had  refused  to  place  himself  on 
speaking  terms  with  members  of  the  legislature,  they  replied 
that  this  arose  from  preoccupation  on  the  part  of  the  governor^ 
and  that  his  most  intimate  friends  would  sometimes  present 
themselves  at  his  office  when  it  was  throno-ed  with  business 
visitors,  without  receiving  so  much  as  a  nod  from  tlie  execu- 
tive. The  accusation  of  his  threatening  to  veto  bills,  they 
characterized  as  one  based  on  street  rumor,  unsubstantial,  if 
true,  for  a  foundation  for  impeachment.  To  the  imputation 
that  he  had  ©bjected  to  the  payment  of  the  legislative  expen- 
ses, while  drawing  money  for  himself  without  authority  ot 
law,  which  was  predicated  on  a  letter  to  the  legislature  from 
Secretary  Conway  (embracing  communications  concerning  the 
disbursements  of  the  territory  between  himselt  and  the  gover- 
nor), they  answered  by  exhibiting  that  Conwn}-  had  sup- 
pressed part  of  tJie  correspondence  between  himself  and  the 
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governor,  and  cited  the  fact  that  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
concealed  letters  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  majority,  and 
that,  had  the  full  correspondence  been  laid  before  the  legisla- 
ture, it  would  have  demonstrated  that  he  had  not  sought  the 
payment  of  his  private  bills,  but  remuneration  for  public  prop- 
erty which  he  had  paid  for  out  of  his  private  funds.  To  the 
charge  of  his  nepotism,  and  appointing  non-residei.ts  of  the 
territory  to  office,  they  opposed  a  flat  denial.  To  the  accusa- 
tion that  he  had  manifested  such  a  want  of  ability  to  govern 
in  peace  and  command  in  war  as  to  iill  the  memorialists  with 
dread  and  alarm,  the  protesters  said,  sarcastically,  they  did 
not  think  the  governor  should  be  held  res])onsible  for  the 
alarm  of  those  who  were  easily  frightened,  but  would  oppose 
the  governors  whole  life,  together  with  his  service,  both  in 
peace  and  war,  against  this  preposterous  charge.  They  fur- 
ther showed  that  the  pretence  that  he  had  usurped  the  judicial 
authority,  was  really  based  on  an  honest  effort  of  the  governor 
at  compromise  with  the  legislature,  by  the  appendage  of  notes 
explanatory  of  his  opinions  on  the  measures  to  which  he  gave 
the  sanction  of  his  approval,  when  they  were  not  so  entirely 
objectionable  as  to  demand  his  veto,  yet,  nevertheless,  subject 
to  exception,  and  that  it  was  an  executive  prerogative,  for 
which  there  was  abundant  precedent  in  the  usage  of  the  gov- 
ernors of  many  of  the  states,  though  carrying  no  actual  legali- 
ty with  it.  One  of  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  the  protest  to 
the  memorial  containing  this  remarkable  catalogue  of  charges, 
is  in  these  commendatory  words:  — 

^'  Believing  that,  as  executive,  Gov.  Lucas  is  acceptable  to 
the  large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  territory^  and  believing 
him  to  be  an  honest  and  pure  man,  and  in  all  respects  per- 
fectly well  qualified  for  the  high  station  he  now  holds,  we  de- 
sire his  continuance  in  office." 

These  ])roceedings  seem  to  have  been  founded,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, on  the  communication,  referred  to  above,  IVom  Seci'etary 
Conway  to  the  legislature.  A  clause  in  the  act  of  congress  or- 
ganizing the  territory"  of  Iowa,  provided  that  the  legislative 
dower  of  the  territory  should  ''be  vested  in  the  governor  and 
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legislative  assembly."  The  legislature  contended  that  this 
provision  did  not  extend  to  the  organization  of  either  house  ; 
that  the  riglit  to  elect  tlie  usual  clerks,  door-keepers,  messen- 
gers, &c.,  was  a  right  inherent  in  either  body,  and  that  the 
election  of  such  did  not  require  the  executive  sanction  to  make 
it  regular,  any  more  than  would  the  adoption  of  rules  or  the 
decision  of  questions  of  order,  and  on  this  proceeded  to  elect 
sergeants-at-arms  and  other  like  officers,  without  the  previous 
passage  of  an  act  defijiing  the  number,  fixing  the  names,  and 
determining  the  compensation  of  these  officers,  as  the  governor 
considered  was  necessary.  A  joint  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  legislature  on  the  5th  of  December,  1838,  specilying  the 
per  diem  which  the  chief  clerk  and  the  officers  of  each  house 
should  receive,  and  directing  the  secretary  of  the  territory  to 
pay  the  same.  The  secretary,  knowing  he  would  be  held  to 
a  strict  accountability  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  all 
disbursements,  and  wishing  to  fortify  himself  with  all  the  au- 
thority possible  in  so  doubtful  a  case,  or,  in  default  of  this,  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  executive  and  the  legislature  as 
much  as  possible,  wrote  an  official  letter  dated  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, .1838,  asking  the  opinion  of  the  governor  on  the  sub- 
ject. Gov.  Lucas,  promptly,  on  the  eame  day  responded,  as 
above  indicated,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  secretary  was 
unauthorized,  and  would  be  liable  for  any  money  he  might 
pa}'  on  a  mere  joint  resulution  of  the  legislature,  without  the 
executive  approval. 

This  letter  of  the  governor,  with  a  long  legal  opinion 
from  Ms  own  "department"  (as  he  styled  the  secretary's 
office),  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he  announced  his  intention 
.  to  pay  as  directed  by  the  legislature,  without  executive  sanc- 
tion, was  transmitted  by  the  secretary  to  the  legislature,  and 
served  afterwards  as  the  basis  of  select  committees,  majority 
and  minority  reports,  harangues,  speeches  and  declamations, 
and  all  the  forms  of  frothy  ell'ervescence  to  which  our  law- 
making bodies,  Irom  the  lirst  legislature  to  the  thirteenth  gen- 
eral assembly  of  Iowa,  in  their  exalted  dignity,  have  been  sub- 
ject to,  and  was  used,  finally,  as  one  of  the  chief  excuses,  on 
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the  part  of  the  malcontents,  for  petitioning  the  president  to  re- 
move the  governor. 

As  for  the  n:ieinorial,  we  have  no  data  on  which  to  make  a 
historical  statement  as  to  its  reception  in  the  executive  office 
of  the  Wliite  House  bj  the  "Little  Magician,"  otherwise 
known  as  the  "Fox  of  Kinderhook,"  but  may  suppose  that  he 
winked  and  leered  to  himself  at  the  verdant  simplicity  of  his 
trans-Arississippi  petitioners.  We  have  authority,  however, 
for  saying  that  he  directed  his  secretary  of  state,  the  Hon. 
John  Forsyth,  to  inclose  it  to  Gov.  Lucas,  and  request  an  ex- 
planation, which  the  governor  made  with  candor  and  manli- 
ness, and  transmitted  to  the  president,  together  with  the  pro- 
'test  we  have  already  quoted  trom,  and  a  petition  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  asking  his  retention  in  the  office  he  then 
held,  all  of  which,  undoubtedly,  proved  satisfactory  to  the  au- 
thorities at  Washington,  for  Gov.  Lucas  continued  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  executive  of  Iowa  till  after  a  change  of  admin- 
istration in  the  general  government  took  place,  in  ISil. 

The  perplexities  and  difficulties  that  Gov.  Lucas  encoun- 
tered from  the  outset  in  the  administration  of  his  office,  would 
have  unnerved  and  overwhelmed  a  man  not  gifted  by  nature 
with  iron  resolution  and  sturdy  independence.  Unpleasant 
relations  with  his  secretary,  and  bitter  controversies  with  the 
legislature,  were  not  the  only  thorns  in  his  official  path. 

The  spirit  of  slavery,  grown  more  arrogant  from  the  gener- 
ous concessions  made  to  it  by  the  terms  of  the  compromise  of 
1820,  and  thirsting,  like  the  alcoholic  appetite,  for  more  ma. 
teriai  with  which  to  consume  itself,  discovered  a  maternal 
longing  for  part  of  the  southern  confines  of  Iowa,  On  the 
18th  of  June,  1838,  congress  had  passed  "  An  Act  to  author- 
ize the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  to  be  ascertained,  and 
marked."  vUnder  the  provisions  of  this  law.  A,  ]\r.  Lee  had 
been  aj:>pointed  boundary  commissioner,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  Gov.  Lucas  had  appointed  Dr.  James  Da- 
vis, on  the  part  of  Iowa,  but  the  stale  of  jMissouri,  first  through 
her  executive,  and  then  tlirough  her  legislature,  declined  to 
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be  represented  on  the  commission,  as  congress  Lad  invited 
her;  but  pending  the  survey,  under  an  act  of  her  legislature 
passed  in  1837,  attempted  to  exercise  jurisdiction  north  of 
what  was  known  as  SulHvan's,  or  the  Indian  boundary  line 
(surveyed  and  marked  in  1810,  b}'  Col.  John  C.  Sullivan,  by 
direction  of  the  United  States  surveyor  general,  AVilliam  Kec- 
tor,  and  whicli  had,  till  then,  been  recognized  by  all  as  the  di- 
viding line  between  Missouri  and  Iowa),  by  collecting  taxes 
in  Yan  Buren  county,  Iowa,  through  the  sheriff  of  Clark 
county,  Missouri.'" 

The  acuteness  of  Gov.  Lucas's  mind,  and  tlie  clearness  of 
his  judgment  were  well  shown  in  this  controversy.  He 
promptly  called  the  attention  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
subject,  and  approached  Gov.  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  with  con- 
ciliatory words,  desiring  to  adjourn  the  question  to  congress 
for  iheir  settlement.  B.at  .the  statesmen  in  the  interest  of 
slavery,  being  impatient  and  short-sighted  then,  as  we  have 
seen  them  since,  and  Missouri  menacing- the  ])eaceof  the  terri- 
tory v^'ith  an  armed  force.  Gov.  Lucas  firmly  planted  himself  on 
the  impregnable  position,  that  the  difference  was  not  one  be- 
tween Missouri  and  Iowa,  as  the  former  would  have  it,  and  as 
even  the  Iowa  legislature  was  willing  to  accept  it,  but  between 
Missouri  and  the  United  States;  and  that  he,  as  the  agent  and 
representative  of  the  general  government,  must  hold  possession, 
.  at  all  hazards  and  at  any  cost,  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  as  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  in  all  its  integrity  and  completeness,  and  see 
that  the  people  therein,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  pro- 
tected in  their  rights,  and  the  laws  of  the  territory,  under  those  of 
congress,  faithfully  executed.  To  this  end,  he,  without  hesi- 
tation, called  out  the  militia  of  the  tei'ritory  to  act  as  a  posse 
comitatm  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  the  enforcement  of 
order  and  the  laws. 

An  "Act  to  organize,  discipline,  and  govern,  the  militia" 
having  been  passed  by  the  legislature,  in  accordance  with  the 


*For  a  detailed  and  interostiui:  account  of  tliisi  controversy,  tlio  roador  is  roferrcd  to 
the  Aunals  of  Iowa,  October,  18G»;,  page  743,  and  January,  18i57,  page  T  hcSouthcrn 
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governor's  recommendation,  it  was  approved  on  January  4, 
1839.  This  law  di  vided  the  militia  into  three  divisions,  with  a  ma- 
jor general  at  the  head  of  each.  Jesse  B.  Brown,  of  Lee,  Jona- 
than E.  Fletcher,  of  Muscatine,  and  Warner  Lewis,  of  Dubuque 
counties,  were  appointed  by  the  governor  major  <;>  en erals  respect- 
ively of  the  iirst,  second,  and  third,  divisions.^'  Each  division  was 
composed  of  two  brigades,  and  each  brigade  of  four  regiments, 
with  the  customary  oflicers.  They  were,  however,  destitute  of 
arms,  except  such  rifles  and  sliot  guns  as  were  the  private 
property  of  individuals.  Gov.  Lucas  had  asked  the  Hon.  J. 
H.  Poinsett,  then  secretary  of  war,  to  provide  books  of  mili- 
tary insti'uction  for  the  officers,  and  to  deposit  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  at  some  depot  within  read),  for  the  rank  and  hie, 
in  case  of  Indian  troubles,  for  the  red  tape  of  that  day  forbade 
the  distribution  of  arms  to  the  militia  until  they  were  enumer- 
ated and  returned  to  Washington,  which  the  Iowa  militia  had 
not  yet  been.  Secretary  Poinsett  had  promised  to  accede  to 
the  governor's  request,  and  fifty  copies  of  Coopei-'s  Tactics" 
were  eventually  furnished  for  the  military  education  of  the 
officers,  and  Fort  Armstrong,  on  Rock  Island,  being  the  most 
accessible  to  the  territory  of  the  military  posts  in  the  vicinity, 
was  designated  as  a  depot  for  military  supplies.  But  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  troubles  with  Missouri,  the  books  had  not 
yet  reached  Iowa,  nor  the  arms  Rock  Island. 

By  the  29th  of  July,  1839,  matters  had  come  to  such  a  pass 
as  to  call  for  a  proclamation  from  the  governor,  warning  those 
who  infringed  upon  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  of  the  pen- 
alties to  be  incurred,  and  citing  peace  officers  of  Iowa  to  their 
duties  and  privileges  if  overborne  by  force,  but  charging  all 
.that  to  the  civil  authorities  (which  he  maintained  to  be  all- 
sufficient  for  the  eventual  settlement  of  all  internal  misunder- 
Btandings,  whether  between  individuals  or  communities),  they 
must  look  for  a  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Soon  after  this,  the  newspapers  gave  publicity  to  a  proclama- 


*The  Hon.  Charles  Miison  was  first  ollercd  the  appointment  of  major  geiioial  of  the 
fi«st  division,  but  declined  it. 
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tiou  from  tlie  governor  of  Missouri,  dated  the  23d  of  August, 
1839,  ostensibly  a  reply  to  that  of  Lucas,  but  evidently  in- 
tended to  inflame  and  mislead  the  public  mind,  in  reference 
-to  the  question  at  issue. 

This  called  forth,  as  a  rejoinder,  another  proclamation,  on 
the  subject  from  Gov.  Lucas,  which  v^as  dated  the  25th  of 
September,  1S39,  in  which  he  showed  that  it  was  Missouri,  and 
not  Iowa,  that  endeavored  to  enlarge  her  boundaries  at  the 
expense  of  a  sister  commonwealth,  by  proving  that  Iowa  was 
exercising  jurisdiction  only  to  the  line  that  had,  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  state  of  Missouri  till  then,  been  acknowl- 
edged by  tliat  state  as  her  northern  boundary  line,  and  which 
had  been  regarded  by  sundrj^  acts  of  congress  and  Indian 
treaties  as  such,  and  to  which  line  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
previous  to  her  division,  and  subsequently  the  territory  of 
Iowa,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  exercised  un- 
questioned jurisdiction,  lie  recited  the  passage  by  congress 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  president  to  have  the  boundary  be- 
tween Missouri  and  Iowa  definitely  determined  ;  that  Missouri 
had  declined  to  av^ail  herself  of  her  privilege  to  be  represented 
in  the  commission  appointed  for  this  purpose  ;  and  that  there- 
suit  of  that  survey  then  awaited  the  action  of  congress,  with 
which  Iowa  would  be  entirely  satisfied;  but  afiirmed  that  until 
that  decision  should  be  made  by  congress,  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  would  ac- 
knowledge no  other  boundary  line  than  the  one  to  which  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  through  their  territorial 
officers,  had  ever  been  exercised  from  the  time  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  north  of  the  state  of  IMissouri, 
.  was,  by  an  act  of  congress,  attached  to  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan for  judicial  purposes.  He  contended  that  Missouri  never 
set  up  any  claim  to  territory  north  of  "  Sullivan^s  line"  till 
1837,  and  never  attempted  jurisdiction  in  tlie  disputed  tract 
till  Sherifl'  Henry  HelHeman,  of  Clark  county,  Missouri,  at- 
tempted to  collect  taxes  in  Van  Buren  county,  Fowa,  under  an 
assessment  required  by  an  act  of  the  Missouri  legislature, 
Piissed  the  IGth  of  February,  1830.    "  The  lino  that  has  uni- 
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vereall}^  beeu  known  as  Sullivan's,  or  the  Indian  boundary 
line,"  said  the  governor  of  Iowa,  firmly,  "  and  which  has  been 
recognized  by  all  the  authorities  as  above  cited,  is  the  line  to 
which  the  territory  of  Iowa,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  lias  heretofore  exercised  uninterrupted  jurisdic- 
tion, and  it  is  the  line  to  which  he  intends  to  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion, until  congress  declares  some  other  line  to  be  the  boun- 
dar}^  of  the  territory." 

In  this  prochamation  he  called  the  attention  of  the  district 
attorney  and  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  to  the  subjectj 
as  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  territory,  and  directed  them  to  arrest  and  bring  to 
trial  all  ofienders  under  the  federal  laws,  and  also  directed  the 
district  prosecutor  of  the  first  judicial  district,  and  the  sheriflT 
of  Van  Buren  county^,  as  the  proper  ministerial  officers  of  the 
territory,  to  arrest  all  oflenders  under  the  territorial  laws,  au- 
thorizing them,  at  the  same  time,  in  case  the  civil  authorities 
were  insufficient,  to  call  to  their  assistance  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  militia  as  a  j^^^^e  commitatus. 

Finally,  he  exhorted  the  citizens  at  the  scene  of  conflict  to 
be  calm  and  discreet,  reminding  them  that  they  occupied  the 
exalted  station  of  free  and  independent  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  civil  authority,  to  which  they  must  look 
in  the  first  instance,  was  abundantly  able  to  protect  them,  but 
at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  should  the  president  au- 
thorize him  to  repel  force  by  force,  in  the  event  of  an  invading 
force  entering  the  territory,  as  threatened  by  the  governor  of 
Missouri,  it  would  be  promptly  done,  regardless  of  the  boasted 
prowess  and  superior  numbers  of  the  Missouri  militia. 

c 

(To  be  continued. t 
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GENERAL  JAMES  A.  WILLIAMSON. 

James  Alexander  Williamson,  a  brigadier  general  of  vol- 
unteers from  Iowa  ill  the  war  of  the  Union  against  the  sLave. 
holders'  rebellion,  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Kentucky.  'He 
was  born  at  Columbia,  in  that  commonwealth,  February  8, 
1829,  so  that  in  this  month  of  April,  1870,  he  is  a  little  over 
forty-one  years  of  age.  There  wei'e  no  incidents  of  special 
moment  connected  with  his  early  life.  He  grev/  up  as  most 
boys  of  "poor  but  respectable  parents"  grow  up,  having  con. 
Biderable  work  to  do,  and  getting  such  rudiments  of  education 
as  the  schools  of  the  times  ailbrded.  These  advantages  were 
nothing  like  they  have  grown  to  be  now-a-days.  The  school 
houses,  made  of  logs  in  many  instances,  of  the  time  of  James 
A.  Williamson's  boyhood  wej-c  rude  indeed  and  comfortless  in 
comparison  of  the  modern  structures,  built  without  regard  to 
expense  or,  sometinjes,  art,  or  anything  else  but  bigness.  The 
curriculum  of  the  schools  of  the  olden  time,  too,  was  of  the 
same  cramped  nature  as  the  buildings  in  comparison  of  the 
prodigious  amount  of  learning  which  any  boy  can  now  have 
without  money  and  without  price.. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  in  respect  to  the  early  life 
of  General  Williamson,  that  he  went  through  some  "experi- 
ences" not  usual  even  with  boys  of  the  "far  AVest."  When 
he  was  but  ten  3^ears  of  age.  his  father  removed  to  jMarion 
county,  Indiana,  near  the  capital  of  that  state.  The  father 
died  the  same  year,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  a  sister,  with  but  a  small  share  of  the 
world's  goods.  AA^hen  the  family  moved  to  Iowa,  the  boy  was 
only  about  fifteen  years  old.  He  made  a  "claim  "  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  opened  a  small  farm,  doing  all  the  work  him- 
self. JSTot  owning  a  team,  nor  being  able  to  do  so,  he  worked 
by  the  day  for  neighboring  farniers,  takiiig  his  pay  in  work 
done  on  the  little  farm  by  them  with  their  teams.  In  other 
words  he  "  swa})ped  work,"  in  the  phrase  of  the  tin\es,  exchang- 
ing his  own  personal  labor  for  the  labor  of  others  and  thai  of 
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their  horses  or  oxen  as  the  case  miglit  be.  Thus  he  raised  his 
crops  and  su})ported  the  family,  hy  exertions  wliich,  in  this  day 
of  farm  machinery  and  implements,  seem  ahnost  incredible. 
And  so  he  worked  for  two  years,  when  he  became  clerk  in  a 
country  store, —  a  business  in  which  he  did  not  long  engage. 
At  length  he  sold  his  farm,  and  with  the  proceeds  making'his 
share,  gave  himself  a  course  of  classical  and  mathematical 
Btudy  at  Knox  College.  Whilst  on  these  details  of  General 
Williamson's  early  life,  I  may  also  say  that,  having  completed 
his  collegiate  studies,  he  returned  to  Lancaster  and  studied  law. 
His  instructors  w^ere  M.  M.  Crocker,  since  the  distinguished 
Major  General,  whose  death  has  been  so  earnestly  deplored  by 
the  people  of  Iowa,  and  Judge  Casey,  who  has  been  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Lee  county  bar  for  several  years.  Mi*. 
Williamson  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Lancaster,  but  re- 
moved to  the  present  capital  before  his  briefs  had  .got  to  be 
numerous  or  profitable.  At  his  new  home  he  was  immedi- 
ately successful. 

It  was  about  ten  years  after  settling  in  Iowa,  that  is  in 
the  year  1855,  Mr.  Williamson  removed  to  Des  Moines, 
then  agitating  for  the  capital  and  soon  afterwards  getting 
it  by  constitutional  provision.  AYith  the  question  of  remov- 
ing the  capital  from  Iowa  City  to  Des  Moines,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson had  much  to  do.  He  was  one  of  those  interested 
in  building  the  structure,  now  called  the  capitol,  which 
was  part  of  the  consideration,  so  to  speak,  for  the  removal. 
The  state  afterwards  took  this  building  off  the  hands  of 
its  owners,  upon  whom  the  financial  crisis  of  1857  had 
borne  with  great  hardship.  In  the  ''lobby"  at  work  for 
this  measure  during  the  regular  session  of  the  famous  General 
Assembly  of  ISGO,  was  Dr.  Brooks,  of  Des  Moines,  who  was,  I 
believe,  pecuniarily  interested  in  the  success  of  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  and  worked  for  it  with  great  eai-nestness.  Dr.  Brooks, 
though  not  much  known  to  the  general  public  of  Iowa,  was 
well  acquainted  with  nearly  all  the  prominent  men  in  the 
state,  and  was  in  reality  one  of  the  most  potential  lobbyists 
whoever  engaged  in  helping  measures  through  tlic  legislature. 
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He  (lied  something  over  two  years  ago,  duriDg  a  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  that  body  did  itself  honor  in  adjourning 
nvi'v  in  respect  to  his  memory,  the  members  of  both  houses 
a'tei.'ding  the  funeral,  almost  without  exception.  But  few 
men  !ia\-e  such  genial,  whole-souled  qualities  as  had  the  la- 
jnenred  Or.  Brooks,  by  whose  death  Iowa  lost  one  of  her  most 
public  s}>irited  and  valuable  private  citizens.  He  died  in  the 
very  Imuso  in  which  Mr.  Williamson  lived  at  the  time  the 
Stmc  iloii^^e — so  called  hy  the  most  chivalrous  courtesy  —  was 
taken  pn-^scssion  of  by  the  state,  as  owner  of  the  property.  . 

Mr.  \\' illi.-imson  practiced  law  with  success  at  Des  Moines, 
takini.v  U.*s>  j>iirt,  perhaps,  in  politics,  than  is  customary  with  a 
luajofiiy  of  the  members  of  that  profession.  He  belonged  to 
the  deiiKK-ratie  party,  and  was  a  consistent,  though  not  an 
illiberal,  siij)jK)fter  of  its  doctrines  and  candidates.  He  con- 
tinued ill  good  fellowship  with  the  party  till  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  ot*  tlio  rebellion,  when,  entering  the  army^  he  es- 
chewed for  the  time  being  the  subject  of  politics,  but  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two,  or  it  may  have  been  more,  became, 
a^;  (ieiieral  M.  >M.  Crocker  also  did,  what  is  now  called  a  rad- 
ical rejiublicau.  Ir  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  sketch  to 
commend  or  condemn  either  the  past  or  present  political  doc- 
trines t»f  its  su!>jeer.  [t  is  sufficient  to  say  here  that  William- 
son was  a  prominent  and  influential  democrat,  and  that  his  ex- 
perience in  the  ai'my  made  him  a  republican,  of  which  party 
he  is  now  a  ,^rominent  and  influential  member.  It  is  nei- 
thej'  doiihled  that  he  was  a  conscientious  democrat,  nor 
that  he  is  a  cunsei'^ntious  republican,  nor  yet  that, 
in  heiiig  at  one  time  the  oue  and  at  a  subsequent  period  the 
t»ther,  he  is  ehai-ii^eahle  \v\t\i  any  the  least  inconsistency  as  an 
earnest  friend  of  our  gi'eat  republic.  Whether  democrat  or 
repuhllean.  he  who  passed  through  the  i'earful  struggle  of  the 
late  war, —  a  most  I'emarkahle  conflict,  both  of  ideas  and  of 
arms,  — without  noiaMe  chai'go  of  opinion,  may  be  very  good 
timber  considered  as  a  sawdog,  but  not  so,  when  considered  as 
an  intellectual  and  moral  heing. 

Not  long  alter  the  wi(d<edne.-s  of  disunion  and  secession  had 
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brojvcii  out  in  the  overt  treasonable  act  of  firing  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter, Mr.  Williamson  volunteered  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union. 
The  Fourth  lo.va  volunteer  infiintry,  Colonel  G.  M.  Dodge, 
afterwards  the  distinguished  major-general,  was  at  this  time 
being  recruited,  and  ]\Ir.  Williamson  became  the  adjutant  of 
the  regiment.  The  rendezvous  was  at  Council  Bluiis,  whiDre 
the  regiment  was  drilled  during  part  of  the  summer  of  1861, 
and  whence  it  moved  to  Jelferson  Barracks,  near  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  lor  further  drill,  arms,  and  equipments  in  the  month 
of  August.  Having  stopped  here  a  short  time,  the  regiment 
proceeded  by  rail  to  Kolla,  where  it  remained  for  a  considera- 
period,  lirst  in  camp  and  then  in  winter  quarters,  the  barracks, 
such  as  they  were,  being  built  by  the  nien  themselves. 

That  history  of  a  conflict  of  arms  which  deals  but  in  marches 
and  countermarches,  advances,  retreats,  skirmishes,  and  bat- 
tles, may  satisfy  those  who  think  only  of  the  pride,  and  pomp, 
and  circumstance  of  glorious  war,  but  it  leaves  much  of  value 
and  of  deep  and  painful  interest  untold.  "  The  army  went 
into  Avinter  quarters"  means  a  great  deal  to  those  who  know 
what  an  army  is.    There  are  weeks,  there  may  be  months,  of 

"  Mingled  shades  of  joy  and  woe, 
Hope,  and  fear,  and  peace,  and  strife, 
In  the  thread  of  every  life." 

If  sickness  visits  the  troops,  as  it  is  so  apt  to  do  in  quarters, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  dispel  the  gloom  which  settles  upon 
the  men.  The  virtues  of  patienee  and  fortitude  here  have 
their  triumphs,  and  they  are  no  less  worthy  of  admiration, 
though  they  receive  much  less,  than  the  qualities  which  earn 
fame  and  glory  on  the  battlefield.  Of  the  checkered  scenes 
of  army  life  in  quarters,  Adjutant  Williamson  saw  as  much  as 
men  may  often  see  while  the  regiment  remained  at  Rolla.  He 
studied  his  new  duties  with  great  assiduity,  and  became  a  sub- 
stantially good  ofiicer,  but  without  acquiriiig  that  tec;hnical 
proficiency  in  the  w^ords  of  command  and  the  details  of  the 
profession  which  mere  nuirtinets  so  much  admire,  sometimes 
herein  making  a  mistake  like  that  of  insisting  upon  lL)raco 
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*  Greeley  being  a  bad  writer  solely  because  he  cannot  write  a 
legible  hand.  It  is  not  meant  that  Adjutant  Williamson  was 
deficient  in  a  substantial" knowledge  of  the  details  of  his  new 
profession,  but  only  that  lie  cared  not  to  spend  too  nuich  time 
on  those  matters  whicli  did  not  go  to  "the  merits,"  as  a  law- 
yer would  say.  He  got  the  essentials  of  his  temporar}^  pro- 
fession better  b}^  paying  more  attention  to  them  than  to  the 
non-essentials.  It  thus  ha]>pencd  that  though  he  was  a  good 
adjutant,  he  was,  in  some  particulars,  an  awkward  officer  for 
several  months  after  he  entered  the  service. 

It  was  not  long  till  he  had  excellent  opportunity  to  put  all 
his  soldierly  cpialities  to  the  test.  For  early  in  the  year  1S62, 
General  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Southwest,  began  that  march  which  ended  on  the  mountains 
of  northwestern  Arkansas  in  the  pitched  battle  of  Pea  Eidge, 
one  of  the  longest  and  most  desperately  contested  engage- 
ments of  the  war,  and  directed  in  the  most  skilful  manner  by 
General  Curtis.  Colonel  Dodge  commanded  a  brigade  during 
this  cam])aign,  and  was  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  efficiency 
at  the  battle.  Adjutant  Williamson  was  the  acting  adjutant 
general  of  the  brigade,  and  received  the  warmest  commenda- 
...  tions  of  his  commanding  officer. 

Not  long  after  the  battle  Colonel  Dodge  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  regiment  resigning  about  the  same  time,  Adjutant  William- 
son was  promoted  to  that  rank.  He  was  still  further  promo- 
ted, however,  in  a  very  few  weeks,  receiving  the  commi.-sion 
of  colonel.  From  this  time  forth  until  near  the  close  of  the 
war,  he  served  with  his  regiment,  commanding  first  it,  then 
a  brigade,  and  then  a  division,  of  which  the  Fourth  Iowa  volun- 
teers formed  a  part.  It  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
distinguished  regiments  which  the  state  of  Iowa  sent  to  the  field, 
and  if  lie  who  was  its  commanding  otficer  in  its  most  trying  and 
most  glorious  hours,  and  who  so  long  retained  no  other  ra;ik 
tlian  that  of  its  colonel,  was  unjustly  deprived  of  well-earned 
promotion,  it  is  agreeable  to  I'efiect  that  to  have  been  the  etli- 
cient  commander  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  infantry  was  far  better 
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than  to  have  been  many  brigadier-generals,  or  major-generals 
for  that  matter,  wliich  every  one  can  call  to  mind  without  con- 
sulting: the  "Rebellion  lieeord."  The  life  of  General  William- 
sort  is  interwoven  with  the  record  of  his  famous  regiment.  Its 
history  makes  an  important  part  of  his  life  ;  his  talents  and 
services  largely  contributed  to  the  ctliciency  and  the  renown 
of  the  connnand,  and  none  the  less,  one  may  safely  conclude, 
because  he  was  nothing  at  all  of  a  demagogue  soldier. 

After  the  battle  of  Pea  Eidge,  Colonel  Williamson  did  not 
for  some  months  participate  in  any  engagement,  but  his  duties 
were  constant  and  onerous.  His  command  continued  to 
form  a  part  of  the  little  army  under  General  Curtis,  which,  it 
will  be  recollected,  marched  a  good  deal  through  the  gloomy 
wilderness  and  swamps  of  Arkansas,  suffering  niany  liardships, 
and  at  last  made  the  famous  march  to  Helena,  overcoming 
difficulties  well-nigh  insurmountable,  and  enduring  privations 
in  comparison  of  which  those  of  which  romance  tells,  even  in 
the  gloomiest  pages  of  injaginative  human  destitution,  are  like 
royal  magnilicence  to  the  rags  of  paupers.  The  fact  is  well 
known  that  he  who  was  then  commanding  the  armies  of  the 
United  States, —  General  Halleck, —  supposed  that  General 
Curtis  and  his  army  were  lost,  and  that  no  one  was  more  sur- 
prised than  he  upon  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  command 
at  Helena.  In  this  expedition  through  an  exceedingly  gloomy 
country  the  Fourth  Iowa  had  borne  its  part  of  the  hard  work, 
and  marched  on  short  rations  with  a  fortitude  and  even  cheer- 
fulness that  spoke  well  lor  its  discipline. 

In  the  unsuccessful  attack  upon  A^icksburgli  by  Chickasaw 
Bayou, — known  as  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou, —  Colonel 
Williamson  and  his  command  bore  the  most  conspicuous  })art. 
It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  s])eak  of  this  engagement  with 
some  detail. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1862,  Major  General  Sherman 
embarked  at  Mem})hi3  with  a  considerable  army,  to  co-operate 
with  General  Grant,  marching  by  land,  in  an  attack  u].)ou 
Vicksburgh.  At  Helena  he  was  reinforced  by  General  Steele, 
to  whose  connnaud  Colonel  Williamson's  regiment  was  now 
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attached.  The  whole  army  then  contjuiied  tlie  voyage  on  as 
many  as  an  hundred  transports  to  Milliken's  Bend,  something 
more  than  twenty  miles  above  Vicksburgh.  Entirely  ignorant 
oi^the  events  which  had  compelled  the  retreat  of  Grant  before 
he  had  come  near  Yicksburgh,  General  Sherman  proceeded 
with  his  part  of  the  plan  of  attack,  the  whole  army  being' con- 
fident of  success.  About  noon  on  the  26tli  the  fleet  reached 
its  destination,  and  the  troops  debarked.  The  locality  was 
extremely  uninviting.  Vicksburgh  is  on  the  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, some  two  miles  below  a  sharp  bend.  Immediately 
opposite,  is  a  peninsula,  formed  by  the  sharp  bend  of 
the  river,  and  it  is  opposite  the  point  of  this  peninsula  that 
the  waters  of  Chickasaw  Eayou  empty  into  the  river.  The 
bayou  is  only  about  seven  miles  in  length.  It  flows  from  the 
Yazoo,  flrst  in  a  southerly  dii'ection,  and  then  more  toward  the 
west,  following  the  course  of  a  range  of  blulfs  north  of  the  city. 
Between  the  bayou  and  the  Yazoo,  it  is  little  better  than  a 
swamp,  intersected  by  turgid  streams  and  corduroy  roads. 

In  this  dreary  locality  the  army  bivouacked  the  night  after 
debarkation.  In  front,  was  a  stronghold,  well  defended  by 
the  best  troops  of  the  rebellion.  Without  here  stopping  to 
speak  of  the  operations  of  the  follow^ing  days  in  which  the 
army  moved  into  position  for  attack,  marching  and  fighting 
not  a  little,  it  may^be  sai^^l  that  on  the  morning  of  the  unsuc- 
cessful assault  General  Morgan,  with  a  division,  occupied  the 
central  position,  General  M.  L.  Smith's  division  the  right  cen- 
tre, while  General  A.  J.  Smith  was  moving  up  on  the  rightj 
and  General  Steele  on  the  left.  During  the  night  before,  our 
troops  had  heard  trains  of  cars  moving  into  Vicksburgh.  They 
were  bringing  reinforcements  to  the  rebels.  Their  position, 
almost  impregnable  by  nature,  was  further  fortified  by  art. 
On  the  plateau  between  the  bayou  and  the  l)lufis  there  were 
lines  of  rifle-pits,  protected  by  abatis,  whilst  the  hills  were 
crowded  with  batteries  of  liglit  guns  and  heavy  artillery, 
whose  fire  could  sweep  every  part  of  the  plateau.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  rebels  opened  fire,  chiefly  directed  against 
the  Union  centre,  held  by  Morgan.    It  was  kept  up  during  all 
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the  forenoon,  during;  which  time  the  infantry  on  different 
parts  of  the  lines  was  from  time  to  time  eno;aged.  General 
Sherman  had  issued  no  order  announcing  an  hour  for  the  as- 
sault, but  about  noon  General  Frank  F.  Blair  threw  his  brig- 
ade^across  the  bajou  above  wliere  it  bends  to  tlie  right,  and 
moved,  overcoming  many  obstacles,  against  the  first  line' of 
rifle-pits.  Colonel  DeCourcy,  commanding  a  brigade,  also 
moved  at  the  same  time,  and  both  commands,  passing  through 
a  murderous  fire,  carried  the  first  line  of  defences  with  a  dash, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  second  also.  But  these  gallant  troops 
were  still  under  the  fire  of  the  artillery  on  the  bluffs.  The 
brigade  of  General  Thayer, —  in  which  was  the  Fourth  Iowa, 
— of  Steele's  division,  had  been  ordered  to  support  Blair. 
Thayer  crossed  the  bayou  lower  down  than  Blair  had  done, 
marching  by  the  flank,  but  with  only  one  regiment, —  Colonel 
Williamson's.  The  next  regiment  in  line  was  directed  to  take 
a  different  direction  by  General  Steele,  and  those  coming  after 
followed  this.  Thayer  sent  for  support,  but  without  waiting 
for  it  to  come  up,  moved  against  the  works  in  his  front  with 
the  Fourth  Iowa  alone.  This  gallant  regiment  carried  the  first 
line  of  works,  and,  marching  on,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
second  line.  Unable  to  press  on  up  the  bluffs  agaiixst  the  terri- 
ble fire  of  many  batteries  concentrated  on  this  part  of  the  lines, 
those  brave  men  remained  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for 
support,  scores  of  them  falling  almost  every  moment  in  wounds 
or  death,  and  then,  obeying  the  command  to  retire,  retreated 
steadily  under  the  same  fire  by  which  their  ranks  had  been 
decimated  during  the  assault.  Troops  along  the  rest  of  the  lines 
only  crossed  the  bayou  in  small  detachments,  or  not  at  all. 
So  the  assault  by  Blair,  DeCourcy,  and  Thayer,  the  last  with 
a  single  regiment,  the  whole  force  numbering  only  about 
three  thousand  men,  was  all  that  was  made.  Of  these  three 
thousand,  about  eight  hundred  were  killed  and  wounded. 

As  for  Colonel  Williamson's  regiment,  it  behaved  with  sur- 
passing heroism.    The  regiment  went  into  the  fight  with  four 
hundred  eighty  men  mid  ollicers,  of  whom  one  hundred  twelve 
were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Colonel 
23 
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Williamson  himself,  who  was  hit  several  times  during  the  bat- 
tle, and  had  his  uniform  well  perforated  with  balls,  but  con- 
tiiiued  in  command  throughout.  General  Grant,  nearly  a 
year  after  the  battle,  when  he  had  fully  reflected  upon  all  the 
fao^s  connected  therewith,  commanded  by  general  order  that 
the  Fourth  Iowa  infantry  place  "First  at  Chickasaw  Bayou" 
on  its  colors, —  a  distinguished  honor,  given,  it  is  believed,  but 
to  a  single  other  regiment  (thft  Thirteenth  Eegulars)  during 
the  Mdiole  war  of  the  rebellion. 

luunediatel}^  after  this  uiisuccessful  attack  on  Vicksburgh, 
Colonel  WllHanjson's  regiment  pi'oceeded  on  the  expedition 
against  Arkansas  Post,  in  which  it  took  honorable  part  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burton,  Colonel  William- 
son being  wounded,  and  ill.  After  the  success  which  attended 
General  McClernand's  movement  against  the  enemy  in  Ar- 
kansas,—  a  movement  which,  it  is  believed,  was  the  concep- 
tion of  General  Sherman, —  the  Fourth  Iowa  returned  to  that 
vast  encampment  opposite  Yicksburgh,  where,  under  the  dark 
shade  of  the  cypress  and  the  threatening  frowns  of  the  batteries 
of  the  stronghold,  officers  and  men  spent  the  darkest  days  of 
their  service.  It  is  probable  that  Colonel  Williamson  was 
not  more  severely  tried  in  the  hottest  of  the  storm  of  Chicka- 
saw Bayou  than  he  was  every  day,  almost  every  hour,  during 
the  two  months  which  the  regiment  remained  in  this  encamp- 
ment. There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  and  suffering.  The 
locality  was  utterly  uninviting.  Everything  conspired  to  give 
the  army  "  the  horrors."  In  comparison  of  this,  battle,  where 
there  is  the  "  fine  frenzy"  of  fight,  is  a  pleasure. 

Colonel  Williamson's  part  in  the  great  campaign  of  Yicks- 
burgh under  General  Grant,  and  which  attained  glorious  suc- 
cess on  the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence,  was 
quite  conspicuous  throughout.  General  Steele,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  the  enemy,  was  sent  into  Mississi])pi,  some 
hundred  miles,  by  the  river,  above  Yicksburg,  about  the  1st 
of  April.  In  this  column  was  Colonel  Williamson,  with  his 
regiment.  Having  done  what  was  required  of  him,  Steele  re- 
joined the  army  after  the  engagements  of  Fort  Gibson  and 
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EaymoTid,  but  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  capture  of  Jadvsou, 
entering  that  city  from  the  south  about  the  time  the  rebels 
evacuated,  having  been  liandsomcly  whipped,  chieHj  by 
troops  under  the  connnand  of  General  Crocker.  After  the 
work  of  destruction  at  Jackson,  Colonel  AVilliamson  marched 
with  his  connnand  to  Haines's  Bluff,  above  Yicksburg,  where 
some  sharp  tigliting  took  place.  From  this  time  till  the  capit- 
ulation, including  the  memorable  assault  of  May  22d  and  the 
long  siege,  the  regiment  was  near  the  extreme  right  of  the 
investing  army.  During  the  whole  of  the  siege, —  forty-seven 
weary,  wearing  days  under  the  hot  sun  and  hotter  fire  from 
the  enem}^ —  Colonel  Williamson  and  his  regiment  were  en- 
gaged in  the  hard  duties  of  the  investment.  From  the  time 
he  took  position  in  the  investing  lines  till  the  surrender  of  the 
ctronghold,  he  lost  about  eighty  of  his  officers  and  men  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

After  the  victor^^.  Colonel  Williamson  shared  in  the  second 
campaign  of  Jackson,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  Johnson  went  as 
far  as  Brandon,  something  more  than  a  day's  march  west  of 
the  capital.  From  this  time  until  after  the  close  of  summer, 
there  was  rest.  The  command  of  Colonel  Williamson  was 
now  a  brigade,  which  rested  from  the  hard  marches,  battles, 
and  sieges  of  the  spring  and  sunmier,  in  an  encampment  not 
far  from  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Big  Black  river,  a  few 
miles  in  rear  of  Yicksburgh.  These  few  weeks  of  comparative 
ease  and  pleasure  were  followed  by  a  long  march  and  active 
operations,  continuing,  with  but  short  intervals  of  repose, 
until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Near  the  middle  of  September,  Colonel  Williamson  was  or- 
dered with  his  brigade  to  Memphis.  Thence  he  moved  by 
rail  to  Corinth,  Mississippi,  arriving  there  about  the  first  of 
October,  when  General  Sherman  was  preparing  to  march  to 
the  relief  of  Chattanooga.  The  division  to  which  Colonel 
Williamson's  brigade  was  attached  was  one  commanded  by 
General  Osterhaus,  an  ofticer  of  approved  courage  and  ekill, 
to  whom  General  Sherman  assigned  the  duty  of  observing  the 
enemy,  and  occupying  liis  attention  whilst  he  should  proceed 
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with  the  movement  to  Chattanooga.  General  Osterhaus  per- 
formed this  duly  in  the  neigliborliood  of  Ciierokee,  in  north- 
western Alabama,  where  he  engaged  the  enemy  in  skirmish, 
affair,  and  battle  for  a  number  of  days.  On  the  2l8t  of  Octo- 
ber occurred  the  atfair  which  has  been  called  the  battle  of 
Cherokee.  General  Osterhaus  had  purposed  moving  against 
t^e  enemy  early  in  the  morning,  but  a  dense  fog  prevented 
the  march  for  several  hours.  When  the  troops  were  put  in 
motion  the  mist  was  still  sufficient  to  prevent  friends  distin- 
guishing each  other  at  a  few  yards  distance.  General  Oster- 
haus had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  advance,  Vvdiich  was 
Colonel  Williamson's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Fourth,  Ninth, 
Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-^jixth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-first  Iowa 
regiments  (and  known  as  -Ulie  Iowa  Brigade  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps"),  suddenly  came  upon  the  .enemy,  and  a  sharp  combat 
ensued.  There  was  a  lively  battle  of  musketry  for  about  an 
hour,  when  the  rebels  retired,  having  sufiered  severe  losses. 
The  Unionists  lost  less  than  one  hundred.  Among  them,  how- 
ever, was  Colonel  Torrence,  Thirtieth  Iowa,  a  brave  and  ca- 
pable officer,  who  fell  dead,  pierced  by  many  bullets, —  the 
second  colonel  of  that  regiment  slain  by  the  enemy,  Abbott 
having  fallen  in  the  memorable  assault  of  Vicksburgh,  at  the 
head  of  his  command.  Having  driven  the  enemy  to  Tuscum- 
bia,  Osterhaus  countermarched  to  Eastport,  where  he  crossed 
the  Tennessee  and  marched  thence  to  Chattanooga.  In  all 
these  operations  Colonel  Williamson's  command  took  active, 
honorable,  part, —  the  most  conspicuous  part,  indeed,  of  any 
brigade  in  the  division. 

After  the  long  and  laborious  march  through  Tennessee,  the 
division  of  Osterhaus  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Hooker. 
The  manoevres  wdiich  resulted  in  the  remarkable  series  of 
combats  and  conflicts  on  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Hidge,  and  which  together  made  up  what  history  calU  the 
battle  of  Chattanooga,  had  already  commenced.  Colonel 
Williamson  had  made  along  march  to  battle,  but  he  wont  into 
the  conflict  with  his  gallant  brigade  far  better,  doubtless,  than 
if  he  had  come  fresh  from  the  bloodless  review,  with  every 
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man  well  brushed  up  and  every  paper  collar  clean.  In  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  jN'oveniber  24th,  and  that  of  Mis- 
sionary Kidge,  the  next"  day,  Colonel  Williamson's  brigade 
was  engaged,  but  its  losses  on  either  day,  or  perhaps  both, 
were  not  so  great  as  at  the  battle  of  Ringgold,  on  the  27th, 
where  this  conmiand  brought  victory  to  the  Union  forces  en- 
gaged, at  a  critical  time,  when  a  panic  had  seized  upon  many 
of'the  troops  and  thrown  them  into  disordered  flight.  The 
steadiness  and  gallantry  of  Williamson's  Iowa  brigade  saved 
the  day. 

During  the  following  winter,  the  Fourth  Iowa  re-enlisted, 
and  had  a  furlough  of  four  weeks  at  home.  The  command 
was  received  at  the  state  capital,  the  General  Assembly  being 
then  in  session,  with  great  heartiness  and  hospitality.  By  the  1st 
of  May,  it  had  rejoined  the  army  for  the  campaign  of  Atlanta. 
Colonel  Williamson's  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  Fourth, 
Nintl),  Twenty-fifth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-first  regiments  of 
Iowa  infantj'y,  and  it  bore  honorable  part  in  all  that  remarkable 
campaign  which  resulted  in  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  It  was  bril- 
liantly conspicuous  at  the  battle  of  Dallas,  May  28th,  and  at 
the  oTcat  engagement  of  Atlanta,  July  22d.  At  the  battle  of 
Dallas,  General  McPherson  closing  up  to  the  left  in  execution 
of  one  of  General  Sherman's  orders,  was  suddenly  assailed 
with  the  greatest  impetuosity  by  the  enemy.  The  Unionists 
met  the  attack  with  the  greatest  coolness,  having  thrown  up 
slight  works  for  their  protection,  and  the  ground  in  front  of 
our  lines  was  strewn  with  the  rebel  dead  and  wounded.  But 
there  was  a  "gap"  in  the  Union  lines  which  the  rebels  dis- 
covered. They  poured  in  in  a  stream,  threatening  destruction. 
It  was  at  this  crisis  of  the  battle  that  Williamson's  Iowa  brig- 
ade rushed  to  the  rescue,  and,  by  a  dashing  charge,  drove  the 
rebels  pell-mell  from  the  field,  with  terrible  slaughter.  The 
services  of  Colonel  Williamson's  brigade  at  the  great  battle  of 
Atlanta  were  similar.  It  was  about  noon  of  the  day  of  this 
battle,  which  had  been  raging  fiercely  for  several  hours,  when 
Stewart's  rebel  corps,  massed  in  heavy  bodies,  sallied  from 
Atlanta,  and  dashingly  assailed  the  Union  Fifteenth  corps. 
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The  attack  was  at  first  successful.  The  rebels  broke  through 
the  Union  lines,  and  just  at  this  time  heavy  firing  being  heard 
in  their  rear,  the  Unionists  were  thrown  into  a  momentary 
panic.  The  firing  in  rear  was  explained  as  an  attack  upon 
our  trains  at  Decatur,  bravely  repulsed  by  a  part  of  General 
Dodge's  Sixteenth  corps;  and  General  Logan,  now  in  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  place  of  McPherson, 
slain,  i»ode  amongst  his  troops,  shouting  "  McPherson  and  re- 
venge!'' and  stayed  the  panic.  Wood^s  division,  in  which 
was  Colonel  AVilliamson's  Iowa  bi-igade,  was  ordered  to  re- 
store the  line  and  re-take  the  lost  position.  This  was  done  in 
fine  style  b}^  Colonel  AYilliamson's  command,  which,  by  a 
heroic  charge,  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  re-tak.ng  De- 
Grass's  famous  battery  of  twenty-})ounder  Parrotts,  and  re- 
gaining the  ground  that  had  been  lost.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  achievements  in  this  day  of  many  brilliant  achieve- 
ments. In  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  in  the  pursuit  of 
Hood  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta  into  the  Union  hands,  in  the 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  Colonel  Williamson  and  his  com- 
mand continued  to  perform  their  duty  in  camp,  march,  or 
battle.  At  Savannah,  Colonel  Williamson  had  command  of 
the  division.  Here  he  received  a  leave  of  absence,  and  pro- 
ceeded by  ocean  steamer  from  Hilton  Head  to  IS^ew  York,  and 
thence  home,  where,  all  too  late,  he  received  the  commission 
of  a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers. 

General  Williamson  had  now  been  in  service  nearly  four 
years;  all  the  time  in  active  service;  always  doing  what  was 
given  him  to  do,  with  ability  and  skill,  and,  on  several  partic- 
ular occasions,  so  conducting  himself  and  his  command  as  to 
make  both  justly  illustrious  in  American  history.  By  what- 
soever accident  or  oversight  it  happened,  it  is  a  plain  truth 
that  the  long  delay  in  General  AYilliamson's  promotion  was 
shameful  to  the  military  authoi-ities  of  the  United  States.  If 
hereby  the  colonel  of  that  regiment  which,  in  the  words  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  army,  had  "  won  immortal 
honors"  at  Pea  lUdge,  and  befoi-e  the  close  of  1802  had  won 
"First"  for  its  escutcheon  by  unparalleled  heroism  in  one  of 
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the  fiercest  battles  of  the  war,  and  had  afterwards  been 
scarcely  less  conspicuous  on  occasions  of  ijnminent  danger  and 
of  vital  moment, —  if  hereby  General  Williamson  had  been 
made  splenetic  and  complaining,  the  fault  would  not  have 
been  liis.  If  his  amiability  became  somewhat  ruffled,  it  is  to 
his  credit  that  his  dispositions  were  not  permanently  soui-ed. 

The  last  military  performance  of  General  Williamson  to 
which  reference  is  necessary  to  be  made  in  this  sketch,  was 
an  address  to  his  old  regiment,  when  it  was  about  to  be  mus- 
terid  out  of  service, —  a  document  in  which  he  referred  with 
modesty  to  himself,  and  with  gratified  pride  to  the  record  of 
his  old  command.  This  was  written  from  Headquarters,  Dis- 
trict of  St.  Louis,  and  bore  date  July  6,  180)5. 

The  Itepublican  State  Convention  of  Iowa  which  convened 
at  Des  Moines,  February  22, 1864:,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  of  that  political  organiza- 
tion, had  elected  General  Williamson  chairman  of  the  delega- 
tion. At  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  convention,  however, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  and,  though 
offered  leave  of  absence,  declined  to  part  with  his  command. 
At  the  next  convention  of  his  party  in  the  State  for  a  similar 
purpose,  he  w^as  again  selected  for  the  position,  and  actually 
was  chairman  of  the  Iowa  delegation  at  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion, which  put  in  nomination  General  Grant  and  Mr.  Colfax 
for  the  chief  otHces  of  the  nation.  There  was  animated  con- 
test in  that  body  upon  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the 
vice  presidency.  Iowa  had  divided  its  vote  for  two  or  three 
ballots,  but,  before  the  vote  of  the  convention  on  the  ballot  last 
taken  had  been  announced.  General  Williamson  arose,  and 
announced  that  "  the  State  of  Iowa  cast  its  sixteen  votes  for 
Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,"  thus  taking  the  lead  in  the 
movement  which  gave  the  nomination  to  that  distinguished 
gentleman  ;  for  other  states  followed  the  example  of  Iowa, 
and  Mr.  Colfax  was  soon  nominated  in  a  furore  of  excitement. 

Since  his  disconnection  with  the  army,  General  Williamson 
has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Des  ]\Ioines, 
witli  the  exception  of  a  few  months  passed  in  Texas,  and  a 
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shorter  period  on  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  for 
which  he  selected  the  sites  for  certain  depots  and  towns,  but 
at  a  salary  which  compelled  hini  to  resign  the  position. 

General  Williamson,  though  reserved  with  strangers,  and 
cold  in  manners  to  those  with  whom,  he  is  not  well  acquainted, 
is  exceedingly  genial  with  his  friends.  He  is  whole-s'ouled 
and  generous.  lie  does  not  always  make  himself  as  agreeable 
as  he  can,  but  can  be  extremely  pleasing  when  he  wants  to, 
or  feels  it  to  be  his  duty.  He  is  just  and  honorable  in  bis 
professional  and  business  transactions.  A  radical  republican, 
he  is  liberal  in  his  esti urates -of  those  whose  political  views  are 
opposed  to  his  own.  As  a  soldier,  his  record  is  that  of  a  gal- 
lant officer  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war.  There 
Avere  many  who  received  more  of  rank  and  emolument  than 
he ;  there  were  few,  if  any,  who  conferred  more  honor  upon 
the  state  or  the  Union  cause  than  General  James  A.  William- 
son. 


KEPOET  OF  OAMPAICtN  AGAINST  MA  JOE  GENEE/IL  STEELINa 
PEIOE  m  OOTOBEE  AND  NOVEMBEE,  1864. 

(Coutinued  from  page  94.) 

"  The  enemy  was  repeatedly  repulsed,  and  one  very  bold 
and  dashing  charge  made  by  him  down  the  road  upon  the 
battery  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  portions  of  the  16th 
Kansas  cavalry  and  2d  Colorado  cavalry,  the  centre  charge 
being  held  in  person  b}^  Lieut.  Col.  Walker,  commanding  the 
16th  K.  Y.  C,  and  in  which  charge  he  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  foot.  Finally  in  the  face  of  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  the  first  brigade,  the  enemy  foi'ced  a  very  large  column 
into  a  small  copse  to  the  right  of  my  brigade,  and  commenced 
a  flank  fire  upon  me.  Not  having  force  enough  to  dislodge 
the  enemy  from  his  new  position  I  fell  back  towards  Brush 
creek,  forming  line  upon  each  ridge,  until  I  received  orders 
from  the  north  of  the  creek,  the  batter}'^  meanwhile  having 
been  placed  in  a  commanding  position  on  the  hill.  After 
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formiiic:  on  the  bottom,  I  Rent  part  of  the  2d  Colorado  cavalry 
on  foot  as  skinnishers  tliroiigh  tlie  woods.  The  12th  K.  S.  Isl. 
were  also  sent  into  the  woods  on  foot,  doing  good  service.  The 
footmen  kept  steadily  driving  the  enemy  until  the  advance  of 
the  whole  division  was  ordered,  when  our  old  position  was  re- 
gained; and  after  a  short  fight  the  enemy  was  completely 
routed  and  tied  precipitately  from  the  field.  Eveiy  one  ad- 
vanced as  speedily  as  possible,  continuing  the  pursuit  until 
dark.  Col.  Jennison,  with  portions  of  the  loth  and  16th  Kan- 
sas cavalry  and  2d  Colorado  cavalry  in  the  extreme  advance." 
Col.  Jennison  reports: — 

"On  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  brigade  was  under  arms  at 
daylight,  and  after  having  supplied  itself  with  ammunition 
from  the  train  sent  out  from  Kansas  City,  retraced  its  march 
of  the  previous  evening,  coming  on  the  rebel  lines  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  where  it  assumed  position  as  the  centre  of 
the  line,  with  the  brigades  of  Cols.  Ford  and  Moonlight  on 
the  flanks.  The  brigade  was  thus  deployed  on  the  right  of  the 
road  in  a  large  field  travei-sed  by  rail  and  stone  fences,  which 
to  some  extent  impeded  active  cavalry  operations,  thongh  af- 
fording excellent  protection  to  dismounted  troops.  Our  skirm- 
ish lines  were  immediately  formed  and  had  advanced  but  a 
few  rods,  when  severe  and  incessant  fire  of  small  arms  wa8 
commenced  upon  them,  and  replied  to  with  utmost  spirit,  the 
enemy  commencing  almost  instantly  to  fall  back. 

'*  Our  lines  were  then  advanced  some  distance,  a  rapid  fire 
being  kept  up  from  either  side,  until  the  rebels  having  re- 
ceived a  reinforcement,  made  a  desperate  stand  and  succeeded 
in  temporarily  pressing  us  back  beyond  our  original  position 
and  to  the  edge  of  a  small  body  of  timber  skirting  the  wood, 
upon  which  the  2d  Colorado  battery  was  posted.  At  this 
point  the  fighting  again  became  severe,  and  a  second  time  we 
were  compelled  to  retire,  a  movement  partici])ated  in  by  the 
entire  division,  the  first  brigade  however  Ibrming  the  right  of 
the  new  line  about  two  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  its  first  j)osi- 
tion,  the  second  brigade  having  left  the  field.    A  this  point  a 

desultor3^  fire  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  the  rebels  making  no 
24 
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positive  demonstration,  our  lines  being  reinforced  by  the  mi- 
litia under  Col.  -Biiiir. 

At  length  the  enemy  pressed  forward  and  succeeded  in 
planting  one  section  or' a  Farrott  battery  on  the  line  road,  ren- 
deriiig  our  position  one  of  extreme  danger,  his  line  being 
heavily  l  einforced  at  the  same  time. 

"  Leaving  the  position,  we  fell  back  on  the  line  road  almost 
to  the  suburbs  of  AVestport,  where  the  army  was  re-organizing 
and  concentrating  for  a  final  effort,  and  soon  the  order  was  re- 
ceived for  a  general  advance  along  the  entire  line,  which  was 
obeyed  with  the  utmost  alacrity. 

''The  1st  brigade,  with  a  detachment  of  the  2nd  Colorado, 
and  McLain's  battery,  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
commencing  an  impetuous  attack  upon  the  rebels,  who  were 
rallying  for  a  charge  upon  the  battery,  one  section  of  which 
was  posted  directly  in  the  road. 

"  Hardl}^  had  we  taken  position,  when  the  enemy  charged  in 
column  upon  the  guns  up  the  road,  which  were  supported  by 
the  2nd  Colorado,  the  1st  brigade  being  to  the  right,  in  front 
as  they  advanced.  Company  "E"  15th  K.  Y.  C,  forming 
the  left  of  the  brigade  line,  and  deployed  as  skirmishers. 

"  Seeing  that  a  desperate  effort  was  required  to  save  the  bat- 
tery, I  immediately  rallied  company  "  E,"  and  led  in  person 
a  charge  upon  the  flank  of  the  rebel  column,  a  movement 
which  was  entirely  successful ;  though  a  desperate  hand  to 
hand  contest  ensued.  After  maintaining  which  for  a  short 
time  the  enemy  w^ithdrew  in  disorder  towards  his  main  line, 
southward,  -x-  *  ^  ^pi^e  enemy  having  fallen  back 
upon  the  road,  our  lines  reformed  and  again  advanced  through 
the  field,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  driving  the  rebels  at  all 
points. 

"  Directly  in  the  road,  at  the  summit  of  a  slight  slope,  a  body 
of  the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  make  a  stand,  when  I  was 
ordered,  by  Gen.  Blunt,  to  charge  the  hill  with  his  body 
guard,  and  one  squadron  of  the  2d  Colorado,  all  the  trt>o})s 
available  at  that  instant. 

"  Drawing  sabres  and  forming  column  of  four,  the  squadrons 
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dashed  with  reckless  courngo  upon  the  hill  into  the  very  midst 
of  the  rebels,  who,  not  waitin<r  to  ascertain  our  strength,  and 

'hardly  making  a  show  of  iightini);,  broke  and  fled,  some  into 
the  timber,  on  the  left,  but  a  majority  down  the  road.  A  de- 
tachment was  then  dismounted  and  deployed  along  a  stone 
fence  skirtiiig  the  woods,  and  a  spirited  lire  opened  on  the 
rebels  in  the  woods,  to  the  left,  but  these  soon  made  their  way 
out  and  joined  the  main  rebel  body,  about  a  mile  distant, 
where  the  enemy's  lines  were  yet  unbroken  ;  and  upon  which, 
at  this  period,  a  section  of  McLain's  battery,  under  Lieut. 

•Ayres,  was  brought  to  bear  with  telling  elfect. 

Generals  Curtis  and  Blunt,  having  reached  the  scene  in 
person  I  was  directed  to  charge  the  rebel's  lines  with  the  1st 
brigade,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  i-oad,  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  Colorado  battery,  which  was  worked  with 
ra])idlty  and  the  utmost  precision,  by  Captain  McLain  and  his 
Lieutenants. 

"  Lieut.  Col.  Iloyt,  with  six  squadrons  of  the  15th  Kansas 
volunteer  cavalry,  was  directed  to  advance  on  tlie  left,  while 
with  one  company  of  the  15th,  the  3d  Wisconsin  detachment, 
two  companies  2d  Colorado,  and  General  Blunt's  body  guard, 
I  took  the  right. 

"  The  brigade  thus  formed  advanced,  charging  the  rebel  lines 
with  an  impetuosity  that  overcame  opposition. 

"  The  enemy,  then  confused  and  demoralized,  broke  and  fled, 
scattering  arms  and  equipments  aloiig  the  road,  and  covering 
the  ground  with  the  dehrls  of  a  routed  army. 

"For  moi-e  than  a  mile  the  brigade  pursued,  never  drawing 
rein,  while  the  rebels,  too  demoralized  to  attempt  a  halt, 
seemed  each  determined  to  save  himself,  as  best  he  might. 
*  *  *  -X-  •)e  -x-  * 

"The  1st  Brigade  in  advance  of  the  pursuing  column  main- 
tained its  position  durip.g  the  i-enu\inder  of  the  day,  coming 
up  with  the  enemy  below  Little  Sante  Fe,  and  skirmishing 
with  his  rear  until  dark." 

Col.  Jennison,  honorably  mentions  most  of  his  oflicers,  es- 
pecially Lieut.  Col.  lloyt,  Maj.  T.  J.  McKenny,  of  my  staff, 
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who  joined  him  in  the  advance,  Captain  Jolinson,  and  many 
others  wJio  deserve  comnienchition. 

'    The  whole  bri^^ade  deserves  tlie  f:^'ratitude  of  their  countiy. 
Col.  Moonlight's  report  says  :  — 

"  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  I  received  orders  to  sup- 
ply my  command  with  amnninition  and  rations  and  take  the 
right  of  the  Wuo  of  battle,  about  to  be  formed  a  little  sonth  of 
AVestport. 

"Thi.'^  was  promj^tly  done,  and  in  Iront  of  the  2d  bj-igade  the 
enemy  were  di'iven.  back  for  ovei'  a  mile,  ai"ter  a  stubborn  re- 
sistance. The  command  on  the  left  had  fallen  back,  so  I  was- 
not  supported  in  that  dii'cction,  jdlowing  the  enemy  to  come 
upon  my  flank  and  deliver  a  raking  fire. 

To  meet  this  iire  and  preserve  order,  it  was  necessary  to 
wheel  two  squadrons  to  the  left,  which  was  done  in  lino  style 
by  companies  "A  "  and  '"K,"  11th  (Lieut.  Drew  command- 
ing company  "  F  "  after  the  battle  of  Little  Blue). 

'*My  command  fell  back  in  good  ordei*,  han(L^omely  protected 
on  the  right  flank  byLieut.  Col.' Woodworth,  12th  Kansas,  S. 
M.,  who  reported  to  me  that  morning  with  a  part  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

Col.  Woodworth  is  deserving  nuich  praise  for  dashing  on 
the  enemy's  flank  of  skirmishers  in  the  manner  he  did. 

''After  falling  back  to  Westport,  1  received  orders  from  Gen. 
Blunt,  to  pass  around  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  keep 
in  between  him  and  Kansas,  which  order  was  faithfully  car- 
ried out,  and  while  our  forces  fi'om  AVestport  were  putting 
Price  to  rout,  the  2d  brigade  whipped  in  on  the  right  flank  in 
hot  pursuit  of  that  portion  of  the  enemy  invading  Kansas." 

Col.  Moonlight's  brigade,  deserves  commendation. 

Brig.  Gen.  AV.  H.  M.  Fishback,  K.  S.  M.,  partici])atcd 
in  this  battle,  commanding  militia  on  the  right,  under  Major 
Gen.  Deitzler,  and  reports  as  follows  :  — 

"The^od  instant  the  enemy  ap])eared  in  line  of  battle  a 
little  south  of  Brush  Creek,  near  AVestport, 

'•  Generals  Curtis  and  Blunt  occupied  a  position  in  front,  and 
directed  our  movements  in  person. 
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"  About  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  our  entire  Ibrce  moved  out  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  took  })osition  on  Erusli  Creek,  extendini;'  our 
lines  from  east  to  west.  Col.  Jennison's  bi-igade  occupyiiin:  the 
left,  Col.  Moonlight's  the  right,  and  my  brigade  the  centre. 

"Here  the  brigade  was  dismounted  and  acted  as  support 
to  the  batteries. 

The  battle  at  this  point  was  fierce  and  stubborn,  and  with 
varying  success,  neitlier  side  gaining  any  great  decisive  ad- 
vantage foi  more  than  three  hours.  The  rebels  hotly  contest- 
ing every  loot  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  they  began  slowly 
falling  back.  Our  men  stood  up  nobly  to  their  work  and 
maintained  their  ground  like  veterans,  and,  seeing  their  ad- 
vantage, were  eager  to  pursue. 

^^^^The  enemy  were  now  plainly  feeling  their  way  out  and 
loosing  nerve.  Our  boys  coniinenced,  and  soon  the  whole 
woods  resounded  with  loud  and  long-continued  cheer  after 
cheer,  as  we  drove  them  and  pushed  them  from  the  timber. 

"  Our  batteries  are  now  hurried  through  the  cornfield,  fol- 
lowed by  the  militia,  who  are  supporting  them.  Here  we 
have  punished  them  severely,  their  dead  are  numerous,  and 
lie  on  the  field  unburied. 

"Our  loss,  compared  with  theirs,  is  trifling.  By  12  o'clock 
we  have  reached  the  open  prairie,  four  miles  south  of  West- 
port,  where  we  see  on  our  left,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  a 
long  column  "advancing  towards  us.  We  are  inspired  with 
new  and  intense  interest.  We  look  and  listen.  We  are  not 
long  in  doubt.  We  hear  the  artillery  of  Generals  Pleasanton 
and  McNeil.  They  have  at  last  reached  us  and  given  the  en- 
emy's right  a  taste'of  their  power.  We  now  have  them.  The 
retreat  became  a  perfect  route.  A\^e  cannot  keep  pace  with  them, 
the  battle  is  over,  the  victory  won,  and  nobly  won." 

The  militia  of  Kansas  behaved  nobly,  and  saved  their  state 
from  devastation. 

Col.  Blair's  conunand,  on  this  occasion,  was  mainly  K.  S. 
M.,  and  he  re))orts  his  moveuients,  as  follows  :  — 

"  Pursuant  to  Gen.  Bl nut's  orders,  1  formed  my  brigade  on 
the  high  ground,  south  of  AVestport,  overlooking  a  little  creek, 
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the  soiUlicni  acclivity  of  which  was  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timher  and  underbrusli.  After  the  Hne  was  formed 
and  the  ai'tillery  in  jx^sition,  I  dismounted  the  militia,  leavinir 
every  sixth  man  to  hold  horses,  and  ])us]ied  them  through  the 
timber  to  the  front,  where  I  formed  them  behind  a  fence  and 
in  front  and  on  the  left  of  the  15th  Kansas  cavalry,  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Hoyt. 

Before  iis  was  an  open,  lield,  on  the  other  side  of  which 
was  the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  and  strongly  posted  be- 
liind  a  stone  fence,  which  formed  an  admirable  cover. 

"  We  were  partially  protected  by  the  edge  of  the  timber  and 
a  rail  fence.  Firing  was  kept  np  rapidly  and  heavily  for  half 
an  hour,  the  enemy  being  held  firmly  in  check,  but  I  attemp- 
ted no  advance,  as  I  did  not  know  whether  onr  flanks  were 
clear  or  not. 

"  In  a  short  time  the  15th  retired  in  obedience  to  orders, 
and  very  soon  after  I  received  an  order,  throngh  Col.  L.  J. 
Crawford,  of  the  staff,  to  fall  back  to  my  first  position. 

"  Accordingly,  I  marched  to  the  rear,  through  the' timber, 
and  formed  immediately  on  the  north  bank  of  the  creek,  with- 
out going  clear  back  to  my  original  position.       *  * 

"A  rumor  reaching  me  that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to 
flank  my  position  on  the  right,  and  fearing  to  await  for  or- 
ders, lest  it  might  be  accomplished,  I  despatched  a  messenger 
to  Gen.  Blunt,  to  inform  hiin  of  what  I  was  doing,  and 
hastily  threw  my  line  up  into  the  dense  timber  on  my  right, 
twice  its  own  length,  and  then  pushed  it  steadily  forward. 

"At  this  time,  I  received  orders  from  Major  Gen.  Curtis 
to  make  the  movement  which  I  had  already  commenced. 

"  Thus  reassured,  I  moved  forward  as  rapidly  as  the  thick 
undergrowth  and  broken  ground  would  permit,  until  I  came 
to  the  edge  of  an  0})en  field  and  formed  a  junction  with  Col. 
riogan's  regiment,  which  had  been  sent  forward  from  a  dif- 
ferent direction. 

"A  heavy  fire  was  here  opened  on  us  from  a  cornfield, 
which  stretched  from  our  right  front,  and  which  seemed  filled 
with  skirmishers,  and  from  a  large  brick  house,  in  an  orchard 
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jnst  beyond,  in  which  a  party  of  sharp-sliooters  were  stationed. 

"In  a  i'ew  moments,  several  of  our  men  liad  tallen,  and  the 
fire  was  incessant  and  dose.  I  immediately  ordered  the  riglit 
of  the  brigade  forward  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  corn- 
field and  house,  while  the  left  of  the  line  kept  straight  forward 
through  a  stubble-lield  on  their  iiank. 

"  About  half  a  mile  to  the  i'ront,  the  cavalry  and  artillery 
came  out  in  the  road  on  our  left,  and  we  joined  the  line,  re- 
lieving Jennison's  cavalry  from  its  position  in  support  of  Mc- 
Lain's  battery. 

"  We  then  commenced  driving  the  enemj^  steadily  before 
us,  and  from  thence  nnlil  his  reti'eat  became  a  rout,  it  was  as 
much  as  my  dismounted  men  could  do  to  keep  up  with  the 
artillery. 

"As  soon  as  the  heaviest  of  the  action  was  over,  I  sent  de- 
tails back  to  bring  up  the  horses,  and  pushed  forward  with  my 
own  dismounted  men  and  ai'tiilery." 

The  Colonel  makes  honorable  mention  of  many  of  the  mi- 
litia otiicers,  and  very  justly  commends  the  conduct  of  the 
Kansas  militia,  for  their  good  conduct  during  the  day,  for  all 
which  I  i-efer  you  to  his  entire  report,  which,  with  all  from 
which  I  make  exti'acts,  and  many  more,  are  respectfully  sub- 
"mitted. 

Major  S.  S.  Curtis,  2d  Colorado,  who,  with  a  small  detach- 
ment, went  in  search  of  Gen.  Pleasanton,  early  in  the  day, 
returned  at  night  reporting  Gen.  AIcNeiPs  operations  which 
came  to  his  notice. 

About  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  squadron  of 
the  2d  Colorado,  commanded  l>y  Captain  Kingsberry,  and 
proceed  Inde])endcnce,  to  (^en.  Plesanton's  command  and 
inform  him  of  the  position  and  operations  of  Gen.  Curtis. 

I  went  within  one  and  a  hall  miles  of  Independence,  when 
finding  I  was  far  in  the  rear  of  Gen.  Pleaston's  command, 
I  turned  south,  and  striking  the  Independence  and  Hickman's 
mill  road,  I  followed  it  until  1  came  uj)  with  Gen.  ]\rcXeirs 
brigade,  which  I  found  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  a  ridge, 
with  a  number  of  chsmounted  men  in  the  valley,  in  front  of 
them. 
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"  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  ridge,  to  the  south,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  iJiile  distant,  the  enemy  were  deployed  and  etill 
deploying.  Some  artillery  Jire  was  progressing  when  I  came 
up,  which  continued  for  several  miiiutes  thereafter  ;  but,  as  the 
enemy  continued  to  deploy  troops,  and  was  endeavoring  to 
flank  us  on  both  sides,  Gen.  McXeil  ordered  the  command 
to  fall  back  about  hall"  a  mile.  I  could  hear  nothing  from  Gen. 
McNeil  of  Gen.  Pleasanton's  whereabouts,  and  concluded  he 
must  have  passed  between  me  and  the  Big  Blue. 

As  I  had  rode  hard  for  some  fifteen  miles,  and  the  squadron 
showed  some  signs  of  latigue,  I  rested  them  for  about  two 
hours,  and  then  struck  almost  due  west,  on  a  by-road  which 
brought  me  to  the  Big  Blue,  at  the  AVestport  furd,  where  there 
were  signs  of  very  severe  lighting  that  day,  broken  wagons, 
cannon  balls,  shells  and  dead  bodies  were  scattered  along  the 
road  for  two  miles. 

The  dead  seemed  nearly  all  of  the  Kansas  militia  and  the 
rebels. 

I  saw  but  one  white  man,  who  appeared  to  have  been  a  fed- 
eral soldier,  and  two  negroes. 

I  came  to  Gen.  Sanborn's  camp  shortly  after  dark,  and 
there  first  learned  the  particulars  of  the  battle  of  the  day,  and 
also,  that  Gen.  Fleasanton  had  eli'ected  a  junction  with  Gen. 
Curtis,  and  that  both  were  probably  encamped  several  miles 
to  the  west.  I  then  pushed  ahead  with  my  squadron  and 
reached  head  quarters  at  Little  Santa  Fe,  at  10  o'clock  p.  m., 
having  traveled  about  forty-five  miles  during  the  day. 

The  movements,  west  by  Colonel  Moonlight,  and  east  by 
Major  Curtis,  show  the  extent  of  operations  both  east  and  west, 
by  both  the  troops  of  Gen.  Rosecrans  and  mine,  to  have  ex- 
tended east  and  west  from  near  Hickman's  mill  to  the  state 
line. 

And  other  reports  show  the  contest  to  have  extended  from 
Westport  to  about  live  miles  below  l^ittle  Santa  Be,  where 
Col.  Jennison  loi't  the  enemy  at  dark. 

The  active  yiavt  taken  by  other  olHcers  of  my  staff  in  this 
victory,  will  be  found  in  their  sovei-al  reports. 
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Those  of  Major  Weed,  Major  McKenny,  Major  Hunt,  Ma- 
jor Chariot,  Captain  Meeker  and  Lieut.  Koherts,  will  be  found 
interesting,  as  well  as  those  of  m}^  volunteer  stalf,  Gen.  Lane, 
Gen.  Pomeroj,  Col.  Koberts,  Col.  Cloud,  and  others. 

I  have  only  extracted  portions  to  illustrate  leading  truths  of 
history,  omitting  what  is  also  of  interest,  but  not  essential  to 
the  presentation  of  our  general  movement.  I  have  been  only 
anxious  to  give  the  general  outlines  of  affairs,  which  exten- 
ded far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  one  observer,  inviting  exam- 
ination of  the  reports  of  my  subordinates,  who  in  various  posi- 
tions saw  and  participated  in  the  movements  and  bloody  strife 
of  this  campaign. 

The  victory  of  Westport,  was  most  decisive.  We  did  not 
stop  to  count  our  losses  or  bury  our  dead  in  any  of  these  con- 
flicts. In  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  it  was  probably  five 
hundred. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners,  was  not  larger, 
but  their  men  scattered,  leaving  two  broken  cannon,  many 
muskets,  and  much  of  their  equipments  on  the  field. 

Their  retreat  commenced  on  what  is  called  the  line  road, 
which  they  generally  followed  southward  in  their  flight,  and 
subsequent  pursuit,  to  the  Arkansas  river. 

Change  of  Force  and  Pursuit  of  Price's  Army. 

The  enemy  having  been  fairly  defeated  at  Westport,  after 
over  three  days  of  fighting,  a  vigorous  pursuit  was  necessary 
to  prevent  his  taking  our  military  posts,  which  are  located 
near  the  state  line  at  various  points  between  the  Missouri  and 
,  the  Arkansas,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  miles. 

The  troops  of  Gen.  Pleasanton,the  militia,  about  ten  thousand 
strong,  and  my  regular  volunteers,  about  four  thousand,  were 
now  more  than  sufiicicnt  to  pursue  Price. 

Halting  at  a  farm-house  near  Indian  creek,  about  half  past 
two  on  the  23d,  these  matters  were  discussed.  Generals 
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Pleasanton,  Deitzler,  Blunt,  Sanborn,  and  most  of  our  staffs, 
having  stopped  for  dinner  and  consultation. 

General  Pleasanton  proposed  to  move  Lis  command  east- 
ward, toward  llarrisonville,  suggesting  the  long  march  of  some 
of  liis  cavalry,  which  had  come  up  from  Arkansas,  and  also 
the  importance  of  the  Missouri  volunteers  being  at  their  homes 
on  the  day  of  election,  now  near  at  hand;  but  Governor  Car- 
ney and  General  Deitzler  urged  the  necessity  of  discharging 
the  Kansas  militia,  who  with  indifferent  equipments  and 
doubtful  pay,  had  left  their  homes  and  served  faithful  in  check- 
ing the  enemy. 

This  I  considered  reasonable,  and  Gen.  Pleasanton  con- 
curred. 

The  militia  residing  north  were  released,  and  martial  law 
rescinded  in  all  the  country  north  of  my  position  by  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Head  Quarters  in  the  Field,  on  Indian  Creek,  ) 
3  o'clock  p,  M.,  October  23,  18G4.  j" 

Oeneral  Field  Order,  \ 
No.  V 

So  much  of  General  Order,  No,  54,  Head  Quarters  Department  of  Kan- 
sas, as  proclaims  martial  law  north  of  the  Kansas  river,  is  hereby  revoked- 
The  enemy  are  repelled  and  driven  south.  Our  success  is  beyond  all  an- 
ticipation. The  General  delights  to  relieve  tlie  people  north  of  the  Kan- 
sas from  the  burden. 

By  order  of  Major  Gen.  Curtis. 

C.  S.  CHARLOT,  Major  aud  A.  A.  G. 

OfficiaIj  :   John  AYilliams,  A.  A.  G. 

From  the  same  point  I  telegraphed  Gen.  Kosecraus,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Indian  Creek,  October  23,  18G4,  2:30,  P.  M. 
Major  Gen'l  Rosecrans  :  — 

Your  despatch  duly  received.  I  liave  had  a  Imrd  figlit  tliis  morning  be- 
fore the  rebels  gave  way,  but  about  an  liour  ago  Gen.  Tleasanton's  forces 
crowded  the  enemy  on  my  left,  and  his  rout  was  complete. 

He  now  retreats  cautiously,  but  as  fast  as  possible.  ^ly  horses  arc  in 
fine  condition,  and  we  can  continue  the  pursuit  with  success,  if  provisions 
can  be  brought  forward  fast  enough. 

Very  Respectfully, 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  MMj.  Gen. 
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To  this,  in  the  evening,  I  received  the  following  repl}' :  — 

Ini3Epp:ndknce,  Mo.,  Octoljcr  23,  1S64,  8:45,  p.  m. 
Major  General  Curtis:  — 

Indian  Creek,  jMissouri : 
Your  dcspiilch,  2^^  p.  m  ,  received.  Am  liap])}'  to  have  such  good  news. 
I  repent  my  belief  expressed  in  yesterday's  dispatch  to  you,  that  our  com- 
bined forces  can  brinp;  Price  to  grief.  Infantry  can  co-operate,  reacliiug 
Little  Santa  Fe  to-morrow,  evening,  perliaps  furtlier.  Will  nse  every 
available  means  of  transportation  to  .supply  you,  ma  Pleasant  Bill.  Please 
use  your  inlluence  to  get  the  Kansas  people  to  supply  Pleasanton's  horses, 
the  result  will  amply  pay  them. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS,  Major  Gen. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  militia,  Governor  Carney  and 
General  Deitzler  returned  to  direct  their  homeward  march 
and  muster  out,  of  those  living  north  of  us. 

General  Pleasanton,  with  his  division  and  my  regular 
volunteers  and  militia,  residing  south  of  Kansas  river,  now 
resumed  the  pursuit,  arriving  at  Little  Santa  Fe,  ahout  dark, 
when  I  forwarded  to  you  the  following  despatch :  — 

Head  Quarters  Army  of  the  Border,  [ 
Little  Santa  Fk,  October  23,  1864,  5^  o'clock.  ) 

Major  General  Halleck  : 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  enemy  is  in  full  retreat  and  much  demoralized.  He  moves  directly 
south,  on  and  near  the  line  road.  Gen.  Pleasanton  united  his  forces  with 
mine  at  3  o'clock.  Our  losses  are  inconsiderable.  We  lost  one  gun  yester 
daj"-,  and  took  one  to-day.    The  pursuit  will  be  renewed  at  daylight. 

After  four  days  obstinate  fighting  the  men  and  horses  are  much  exhaust- 
ed and  must  have  a  little  rest. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  I^Iajor  General. 

On  the  24:th  of  October. 

At  an  early  hour  we  resumed  the  pursuit,  Gen.  Blunt  tak- 
ing the  advance  as  commander  of  the  Kansas  troops,  which  I 
now  denominated  as  the  first  division,  and  Gen.  Pleasanton 
following  with  his  division,  comprising,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Indi- 
ana,  and  other  troops  which  I  denominate  a  second  division, 
according  to  the  rank  of  the  Major  Generals. 

My  telegra})h  to  you  en.-roxde  was  indicative  of  the  inci- 
dents of  the  day. 
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Heap  QuafvTkks  in  the  Field,  12  o'clock  m.,  Oct.  24,  1864. 

Major  Genekal  TIalleck: 

"Wasliington,  D.  C. 
J>ly  pursuit  of  Price  lias  extended  down  the  line  road  opposite  to  Paola. 
He  makes  rapid  progre.ss,  but  dead  horses  and  dtbi'is  showliis  demoralized 
and  destitute  condition,  and  my  probable  success  in  overhauling^  him. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

I  also  sent  the  commander,  Col.  Drake,  at  Paola,  intelli- 
gence of  mj  progress,  as  follows  :  — 

In  tife  Field,  on  Line  Road,  12  m.,  Oct.  24,  1864. 

Col.  Dhake  : 

Your  post  and  all  north  are  now  safe  against  Prices  movements,  as  the 
advance  of  my  pursuit  is  now  south  of  you,  and  continuing  rapidly,  I  hope 
fresh  mounted  troops  will  press  down  on  Price's  flank,  by  the  Fort  Scott 
roads,  and  by  traveling  night  and  day,  strike  his  train. 

He  is  scattering  his  heavy  baggage  along  the  road,  but  making  rapid  pro- 
gress due  south.  I  have  fears  he  may  move  against  Fort  Scott,  but  shall 
press  hira  so  hard  to-night  he  will  not  dare  to  make  the  divergence. 

Try  to  press  provisions  to  supply  us  as  we  go,  or  on  our  return. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

Our  trains  could  not  overtake  us,  and  we  had  to  pick  up 
forage  and  food  by  the  w^ay,  as  occasion  offered. 

Fortunately  the  enemy  left  cattle  along  the  road,  which  gen- 
erally stipplied  us. 

We  halted  to  kill  some  of  these  near  Westport,  when  night 
overtook  us. 

After  about  two  hours  rest,  and  refreshment,  mainly  on  fresh 
beef,  without  salt  or  bread,  I  ordered  tlie  march  resumed, 
Gen.  Pleasanton's  division  alternating  in  taking  the  advance, 
and  at  eight  o'clock  it  moved  on  cautiously,  the  night  being 
ver}^  dark  and  rainy. 

About  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  the  25th,  Gen.  Sanborn,  in 
the  extreme  advance,  halted,  sending  back  intelligence  of  his 
arrival  near  the  Marias-dee-Cygnes  (pronounced  in  the  coun- 
try, Mary-de-Zene),  where  the  enemy  was  in  great  force. 

I  sent  forward  ]\rnjor  Weed,  Major  iVfcJs^enny  and  JMnjor 
Hunt,  to  reconnoitre  tlie  ])remises,  and  directed  Gen.  San- 
burn  to  open  on  the  enemy  with  artillery,  designing  to  inter- 
rupt his  repose  rather  than  make  an  assault,  but  tlic  darkness, 
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rain,  and  washed  roads,  precluded  it.  Major  Hunt  formed  three 
squadrons  of  the  2d  Colorado  regiment  in  advance,  close  on 
the  enemy,  and  directed  them  to  drive  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
and  take  possession  of  one  of  two  mounds  that  occupies  an 
isolated  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream.  These  dar- 
ing troops  gallantly  o})ened  the  contest  about  three  a.  m.,  car- 
rying out  this  order,  assisted  by  Col.  Gravelly,  and  a  portion 
of  the  6th  and  8th  Missouri  state  militia. 

Battle  of  Makias-des-Ctgnes. 

The  enemy  had  gone  into  camp  in  the  timber,  skirting  the 
Marias-des-Cygnes,  near  the  town  of  Trading  Post,  making 
fires  and  other  extensive  arrangements  for  rest  and  refresh- 
ments. My  day  and  nights  march  brought  my  advance  close 
upon  them  about  12  o'clock  m.,  of  the  25th,  and  at  3  o'clock 
Major  Hunt  led  three  companies  of  the  2d  Colorado  to  attack 
and  take  the  mound  which  commands  the  valley  of  the  stream. 
This  was  gallantly  executed. 

I  had  sent  a  special  order  to  Gen.  Sanborn,  who  command- 
ed the  advance  brigade,  by  Major  Weed,  to  push  forward 
artillery  and  open  at  long  range. 

This  was  retarded  by  the  darkness,  but  the  artillery  fire 
commenced  about  four  o'clock,  a.  m.  As  daylight  approached 
our  troops  deployed,  moving  in  lines  against  the  enemy,  who 
still  occupied  one  of  the  hills  and  the  timber  skirting  the 
stream. 

As  our  lines  rose  steadily  on  the  side  liill,  the  enemy's 
forces  on  the  summit  melted  away,  till  finally  our  forces  had 
secured  all  the  commanding  position,  with  very  little  loss. 
Skirmishers  moved  into  the  timber,  when  the  rebel  camp  was 
deserted  in  great  confusion.  A  stand  was  made  at  the  river 
crossing,  where  the  enemy  was  felling  trees  and  firing  cannon, 
but  our  advance  was  so  close  upon  them  they  left  their  guns 
and  the  ford,  retreating  in  disorder. 


(To  be  coiiiinucd.) 
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•  OOMMEKDATIOlfS  OP  THE  PEESS. 


We  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  few  extracts  from  the  many  compli- 
ments, wliich  the  ever-generous  press  of  Iowa  never  tires  of  paying  the 
Annals  :  — 

"The  Annals  is  doing  a  good  work  in  liunting  up  and  publisliiug  many 
interesting  facts  concerning  tlie  earl}-  settlers  and  settlements  of  our  state, 
which  would  soon  be  lost  tii rough  the  death  of  the  actors,  and  it  should  be 
more  extensive]}^  circulated  than  it  has  heretofore  been." —  Waterloo  Re- 
porter, March  23. 

"This  useful  quarterly  is  preserving  very  many  of  the  reminiscences  and 
incidents  of  early  Iowa  history.  'The  Maniac  of  the  Border,'  which  ap- 
pears on  the  tirst  page  of  this  paper,  is  copied  from  the  last  number." — 
Manchester  Union^  March  24. 

"  The  January  number  of  this  quarterly  is  the  best  yet  issued." — Keokuk 
Gate  City,  March  23. 

"  A  very  valuable  publication." —  Des  Moines  Daily  Bulletin^  March  22. 

"The  current  number  contains  a  number  of  interesting  historical  and 
biographical  papers." —  Tipton  Advertiser,  March  24. 

*'  Articles  of  general  interest  fill  the  magazine  w^ith  choice  and  instructive 
reading." — Vinton  Eagle,  March  23. 

*'  The  last  number  contains  a  vast  amount  of  interesting  reading.  The 
articles  are  all  well  written,  and  readable." —  Adair  County  Register,  March 
24. 

"Its  contents  are  quite  interesting  to  the  old  settlers  of  Iowa." —  Lyons 
Admcatc,  March  23. 

"The  Annals  is  fully  up  to  the  standard.  The  articles  are  well  written, 
and  put  up  in  excellent  type,  on  first-class  paper." — Potomac's  Washington 
Correspondence  in  Ottumica  Courier. 

"We  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  Annals  ok  Iowa,  and  think  every  man 
in  Iowa  ought  to  read  it." — Vinton  Juurnal,  J^farch  31. 

"A  very  interesting  and  useful  quarterly."—C*(Y7a.rA\/;>iV/,<  Times,  March  "6\. 

"This  is  a  publication  which  every  old  settler,  esiiecially,  and  all  who 
have  an  interest  in  knowing  the  pa'rtieulars  of  carlv'historv  of  our 
sUite,  generally,  should  take  ."—  Tamu  County  Republimn,  'March  24. 
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THE  LEGISLATURE,  AND  THE  HISTOEIOAL  SOCIETY. 


The  failure  of  our  law-makers,  at  their  last  session,  to  make  any  proviiion 
for  meeting  the  constantly  increasing  expenses  of  the  State  Hi-toricdl  S'> 
ciety,  will  very  much  cripple  its  work,  and  contract  the  sphere  cf  it?  use- 
fulness for  tlie  next  two  years.  Cherished  plans  must  be  relinqui>hrtl, 
modest  estimates  reduced,  new  enterprises  abandoned,  and,  possibly,  the 
size  of  the  Annals  diminished.  The  binding  of  fdes  of  ncwspapi^s  which 
have  been  accumulating  for  decades  of  years,  the  procureniGnt  of  images 
on  canvas,  stone,  or  steel,  of  eminent  citizens,  living,  and  dead,  and  aJ.ii- 
tions  of  all  kinds  to  the  library  and  cibinet,  must  remain  in  abeyance.  lor 
the  present. 

"A  bill  for  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety" was  introduced  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and,  unaoub'cv.iy, 
the  propriety  of  its  passage  only  needed  to  be  explained  to  the  members  to 
secure  its  all  but  unanimous  ajiproval  b}^  the  legislature  ;  but.  near  the  end 
of  the  session,  it  was  killed  by  "  Little  Johnny  Green,"  (most  likely,  the  .<^:\me 
blood-thirsty  youth  who  i)Ut  the  cat  in  the  well,)  who  moved  its  consi^- 
ment  to  the  almost  bottomless  well  of  indefinite  postponement,  wliere  it 
now  lies,  to'  be  raised  and  restored  to  us  in  the  form  of  law,  as  we  hope,  by 
some  "  Tommy  Stout"  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

Some  men  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  suppression  of  history,  and 
Johnny  Green,  of  Scott  county,  seems  to  be  one  of  them,  as  may  be  jua;:cd. 
if  the  report  be  true,  by  his  constantly  appearing,  during  the  session  of  the 
legislature  just  closed,  in  the  odious  character  of  lackey  and  scavenger  to 
one  of  the  most  unprincipled  and  unscinipulous  adversaries  of  his  own 
party. 
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•  BY   CHARLES  NEGUS. 
(Continued  from  page  110.) 

The  propriety  of  assuinino;  the  responsibility,  of  a  state 
government  was  discussed  at  an  early  day;  and  this  question 
was  brought  before  the  legislature,  and  on  the  sixteenth  of 
February,  18^2,  a  law  was  passed  providing  for  a  convention, 
and  the  taking  of  the  necessary  steps  for  the  es!a!)lishing  of  a 
state  government.  The  convention  was  to  consist  of  eighty- 
two  members,  and  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  next 
ISTovember ;  but  before  the  law  was  to  be  in  force  it  \vas  to 
be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people. 

But  it  seems  that  the  people  did  not  at  that  time  feel  dis- 
posed to  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  state  government;  for 
at  the  next  election  the  proposition  was  voted  down. 

In  the  fall,  of  this  year  there  was  another  treaty  held  with 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  At  their  agency,  and  on  the  eleventh 
of  October,  1842,  an  agreement  was  signed  for  the  purchase 
of  all  of  their  lands  in  Iowa. 

By  the  provisions  of  this  treaty  the  Indians  retained  the 
right  to  occupy  all  that  part  of  their  lands  ceded :  "  \\:hic]i  lies 
w'est  of  a  line  running  due  north  and  south  from  the  Fointod 
or  Eed  Eocks  on  the  White  Breast  fork  of  the  Dos  Moines 
river,  for  the  toriu  of  three  years.'* 
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In  consideration  of  the  grant  of  lands,  the  United  States 
agreed  to  pnj  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nations,  yearly,  an  interest 
of  five  per  cent  on  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  pay  all  their  debts,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-six 
dollars  and  thii'ty-four  cents. 

The  United  States  was  also  to  give  the  Indians  a  tract  of 
land  suitable  and  convenient  for  their  puposes  ;  some  were 
on  the  Missouri  I'iver,  or  its  watei'S,  and  "  establish  and  main- 
tain two  blacksmiths'  and  two  gunsmiths'  shops  convenient  to 
their  agency,  and  employ  two  blacksmiths  with  necessary 
assistants  ;  and  two  gunsmiths  to  carry  on  said  shops  ; "  one  of 
each  tor  the  Sacs,  and  one  of  each  for  the  Foxes,  the  expense 
of  which  was  to  be  paid  out  of  their  annuity,  except  such  aid 
as  the  United  States  were  under  obligations  to  do  by  pre- 
vious treaties. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  was  to  have  the  line 
run  from  Ked  Kock,  north  and  south,  so  soon  alter  tlie  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  as  was  practicable;  and  liave  it  marked 
so  that  the  Indians  and  whites  niight  readily  know  the  bound- 
aries which  were  to  separate  their  possessions,  till  the  Indians 
moved  to  their  permanent  homes.  The  Indians  were  to  give 
possession  of  all  their  lands  east  of  Ked  Eock  on  the  first  of 
May,  1843,  and  move  west. 

When  their  new  hunting  grounds  were  alloted  to  them,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  ]\[issouri,  and  the  Indians  prepared  to 
move,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  take  them  to 
their  new  homes,  provided  they  moved  within  three  years  ;  if 
not,  they  were  to  go  at  their  own  expense. 

It  was  also  stipulated,  that  each  of  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  nation  should  Jiave  out  of  their  annuities,  five  liundred 
dollars,  annually,  to  be  expended  by  them,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  their  agent,  for  such  purposes  as  they  might  think 
proper.  It  was  further  provided,  that  there  should  be  a  fund 
amounting  to  thirty  thousand  dollai's,  retained  at  each  an- 
nual payment  in  the  hands  of  their  agcJit,  to  l)e  sj^ont  by  the 
chiefs,  with  his  approbation,  lor  national  and  chnjitable  pur- 
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poses,  such  as  tlic  support  of  their  poor,  burying  their  dead, 
and  such  otlier  purposes  of  a  general  utility,  as  their  chiefs 
might  think  ]:)roper. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  sets  forth,  that  "  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  have  caused  the  remains  of  their  late  distinguished 
chief,  Wapello,  to  be  bui-ied  at  their  agency,  near  the  grave 
of  their  late  friend  and  agent,  General  Joseph  M.  Street,  and 
have  put  into  the  hands  of  their  agent  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  procure  a  tombstone,  to  be  erected  over  his 
grave,  similar  to  tliat  which  has  been  erected  over  the  grave 
of  General  Sti'cet ;  and  because  they  wish  the  graves  of  their 
friend  and  chief,  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of 
General  Street,  to  whom  they  were  indebted  in  his  lifetime 
for  mau}^  acts  of  kindness;  they  wished  to  give  to  his  wid- 
ow, Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Street,  one  section  of  land,  to  include  the 
said  graves,  and  the  agency  house  and  enclosures  around 
and  near  it." 

The  provisions  contained  in  this  article  of  the  treaty,  were 
the  occasion  of  much  discussion.  Reservations  heretofore 
made  had  been  the  occasion  of  much  trouble,  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  Governor  Chambers  in  holding  this  treaty  were  to 
allow  no  reservations  to  be  made,  and  it  was  strongly  urged 
on  his  part,  that  there  should  be  none. 

The  chiefs  claimed  other  reservations,  which  they  were  in- 
duced to  yield ;  but  they  said  that  they  had  promised  the 
family  of  General  Street  that  his  grave  should  be  respected, 
and  they  most  positively  refused  to  make  any  cession  of  land 
unless  this  reservation  was  made.  After  much  delay,  and 
finding  it  useless  to  contend,  Governor  Chambers  consented 
that  this  reservation  should  be  included  in  the  articles  of  the 
treaty.  And  for  fear  tliis  might  be  rejected,  Keokuk  caused 
another  article  to  be  added  to  the  treaty,  which  provided  '• 
'That,  should  the  senate  disagree  to,  and  reject,  alter,  or, 
amend  any  portion  or  stipulation  thereof,  the  same  must  be 
again  submitted  to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  assented  to  by 
them,  before  it  sliould  be  considered  valid,  and  obligatory 
upon  them." 
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Under  tliese  circumstances,  the  trenty  was  ratified  by  the 
senate  witbont  any  alterations,  and  patents  were  issued  to 
Mrs.  Street  to  six  liundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  "in  sucli 
leo'al  sub-divisions  as  included  tlie  burying  ground,  the  agency 
house,  and  imj>rovements  around  and  near  it,  as  was  selected 
by  Mrs.  Street." 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  this  treaty  had  been  made, 
there  Avas  a  great  rush  of  imniigration  to  Iowa,  and  large  num- 
bers marked  out  and  made  temporary  settlements  near  the 
boundary  line  of  the  Indian  country,  so  as  to  be  ready  on  the 
first  da}^  of  tlie  next  May  to  to  move  into  the  new  purchase, 
and  select  choice  locations  for  their  claims. 

The  winter  of  1812  and  1843  is  noted  as  the  cold  winter. 
There  was  a  snow  about  a  foot  deep  fell  on  the  niglit  of  the 
ninth  of  Kovember,- most  of  which  lay  on  the  ground  till  the 
next  April.  During  most  of  the  winter  the  snow  was  from 
two  to  four  feet  deep,  and  a  great  portion^  of  the  tinie  the 
tliermonieter  was  about  twenty  degrees  below' zero. 

On  account  of  there  being  a  large  immigration  to  the  terri- 
tory the  previous  i'all,  and  tlie  long  and  severe  winter,  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  and  feed  for  cattle  ;  so  much 
so,  that  many  horses  and  cattle  died,  and  n]any  l^irmers  were 
very  much  incommoded  by  losing  their  stock. 

The  wolves,  that  winter,  were  unusually  thick,  probably 
being  driven  from  the  Indian  country  into  the  settlements  on 
account  of  hunger,  to  find  something  to  live  upon.  And  so 
thick  and  troublesome  were  the  wolves  that  parties  were 
formed  in  almost  every  neighborhood  to  hunt  them.  The 
mode  of  hunting  wolves  was,  whenever  there  came  a  snow, 
to  gather  up  a  party  of  men  on  horseback,  sometimes  as  high 
as  twenty  or  thirty,  and  go  out  on  the  prairies  with  a  pack  of 
dogs.  When  the  snow  was  light,  tlie  wolves  would  sink  into 
it,  and  could  not  run  as  fast  as  a  horse.  The  dogs  were  sent 
out  to  hunt  up  the  wolves  and  the  horsemen  followed  slowly 
after  them  till  they  started  one,  when  the  horsemen  gave 
chase  at  the  full  speed  of  their  horses,  and  would  run  over  the 
wolf,  or  turn  his  course,  and  thus  delay  his  flight  till  the  dogs 
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came  up,  and  in  this  way  they  were  almost  sure  to  kill  the 
wolf.  Sometimes  a  wolf  would  get  into  a  beaten  track,  when 
they  were  closely  pursued,  and  would  not  leave  it,  and  in  this 
way  they  were  frequently  driven  into  the  towns  and^killed  in 
the  public  streets. 

The  prairie  chickens  and  other  game  died  from  the  cold  or 
starvation,  or  were  destroyed  by  the  Avolves,  so  that  for  a 
year  or  two  there  was  lias  hardly  any  to  be  fctund. 

The  wolves,  though  they  suftei'red  from  the  chase  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  winter,  when  the  snow  was  light,  in  the  lat- 
ter part,  when  the  sno^v  became  compact,  hfid  a  season 
of  ease  and  plenty  ;  for  the  snow  became  so  solid  that  it 
would  bear  them  up,  and  they  could  run  on  the  crust,  while  a 
horse  or  man  would  sink  into  it,  and  the  wolves  could  easily 
get  out  of  the  way  of  those  who  attempted  to  pursue  them. 
But  the  snow  was  not  solid  enough  to  bear  up  a  deer,  and 
while  in  his  leaps  the  small  feet  of  the  deer  penetrated  the 
snow,  the  wolf  not  being  thus  impeded,  could  easily  outrun 
him,  and  from  this  cause  the  carcasses  of  many  deer  were 
found  which  had  been  killed  by  the  wolves. 

The  Mississippi  river  was  frozen  as  low  down  as  Ft.  Madi- 
son, so  that  they  crossed  over  with  teams  on  the  ice  till  after 
the  first  of  April. 

Across  the  prairies,  over  which  the  wiiid  had  a  fair  sweep, 
it  kept  the  beaten  track  even  with  the  surface  of  the  unbeaten 
snow,  and,  the  track  becoming  compact,  in  the  spring  when 
the  snow  meUed  away,  it  did  not  go'  olTin  the  roads  till  long- 
after  it  had  disappeared  in  places  where  it  had  not  been 
tramped.  And  where  there  had  been  a  beaten  track  there 
was  a  solid  bank  of  snow  or  ice  from  two  to  four  feet  high, 
which  looked  as  if  some  one  had  attempted  to  fence  up  the 
lands  with  solid  walls. 

^Yhen  the  legislature  met  at  loAva  City  on  the  first  of 
December,  lSi2,  the  place  had  so  far  improved  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  and  other  visitors  found  very  com- 
fortable accommodations.  There  had  been,  during  the  sum- 
mer, a  large  brick  house  put  up  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cap- 
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itol  square,  called  the  "Globe  House,'"'  but  generally  known 
among  those  in  the  city  as  the  "  Brick  Dust."  Swan  had 
built  an  addition  to  his  hotel,  so  that  by  tliose  additionalhotel 
faciUties,  visitors  to  the  city  had  no  occasion  to  complain  of 
their  accommodations. 

The  walls  of  the  ca]:>itol  had  been  carried  up  to  the  square, 
and  all  the  mason  work  of  the  south  gable  completed.  The 
roof  was  on,  and  the  north  gable  boarded  np  with  rough 
boards.  The  cupola  was  finished  to  the  first  contraction  and 
the  top  tem])orari]y  inclosed  ;  the  two  large  ]'ooms  on  the  east 
side  and  two  small  ones  on  the  west,  in  the  second  story,  were 
so  far  finished  that  they  were  occupied  by  the  legislature  and 
officers  of  the  territory. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  of  184:2  there  was  a 
great  crisis  in  money  matters.  Mostof  the  banks  tlirough  the 
country  had  suspended  specie  payment  in  the  fall  of  1840, 
and  many  of  them  at  this  time  were  afraid  to  make  their 
accustomed  loans.  For  several  years  previons  to  1840  thei-e 
had  been  carried  on  through  the  whole  country  a  wild  s})ecies 
of  speculation,  and  real  estate  everywhere  increased  in  value, 
and  particularly  the  lands  in  the  west  had  gone  np  to  very 
extravagant  |)rices.  Owing  to  the  excitement  in  speculation, 
most  everybody  had  become  more  or  less  in  debt.  The  banks 
were  not  able  to  keep  out  their  usual  circulation,  but  were 
compelled  to  call  in  their  outstanding  dues  to  enable  them  to 
redeem  their  returning  bills;  money  everywhere  became 
scarce,  and  property  went  down  in  value  iaster  that  it  had 
gone  np,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  sell  at  any  price. 

General  Harrison,  who  had  been  elected  President  in  the 
fall  of  1810,  almost  as  soon  as  he  had  been  inaugurated  into 
the  presidential  chair,  issued  his  proclamation  for  an  extra 
session  of  Congress.  At  this  special  session  of  Congress 
almost  the  first  act  passed  was  a  law  establishing  a  nnilurm 
system  of  bankruptcy  through  all  the  states.  And  a  groat 
many  of  those  who  had  involved  themselves  in  debt  by  means 
of  speculation  or  otherwise,  availed  themselves  of  this  mode  of 
paying  off  their  debts.  Such  was  the  number  of  those  who  went 
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into  bankruptcy  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  universal  dis- 
trust among  business  men ;  and  no  one  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  business  wliere  it  required  liim  to  purc'iiase  and  sell 
on  credit,  was  able  to  tell  wliether  he  could  close  his  business 
and  be  able  to  pay  his  liabilities. 

In  addition  to  tlie  general  crisis  all  over  the  country,  early 
in  tlie  year  of  lb!tt2  all  the  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  Michigan  and  other  western  banks  failed.  The 
Illinois  bai]ks  were  estimated  to  have  over  three  millions  of 
dollars  in  circulation,  which,  in  the  market,  was  only  Avorth 
from  thirty  to  forty  cents  on  the  dollai-,  and  the  notes  of  these 
banks  soon  went  out  of  circulation,  and  most  everybody  in  the 
west  lost  more  or  less  on  these  bills. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  failure  of  banks,  and  the  hard 
times  occasioned  by  the  general  panic  in  the  money  market, 
created  a  great  prejudice  against  all  banks,  and  the  sentiment 
prevailed,  to  a  great  extent,  in  favor  of  a  strictly  hard  cur- 
rency, and  this  was  made,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  particularly  in  the  west,  a  political  issue. 

The  Miiuers'  Bank,  of  Dubuque,  which  was  chartered  by  the 
legislature  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  only  one  at  this  time  in 
Iowa,  suspended  specie  payment  the  last  of  March,  18il,  and 
refused  to  redeem  its  bills  with  specie  till  the  lirst  ol  July, 
1842.  As  soon  as  the  bank  resumed  specie  payment,  the  de- 
mand for  specie  was  so  great  that  in  about  a  week  it  again 
suspended,  and  the  result  was  that  the  value  of  the  notes  of 
the  bank  became  greatly  below  par.  The  course  pursued  by 
this  bank  was  such  that  the  legislature,  which  met  on  the  lirst 
Monday  in  December,  1842,  thought  proper  to  make  an  inves- 
tigation of  its  atiairs. 

This  bank,  like  many  otliers,  had  been  started  on  ficti- 
tious capital.  The  stockholders,  instead  of  paying  their  stock 
in  mone}^,  when  the  bank  commenced  business,  executed 
their  notes,  and  among  the  number  was  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Saint  John,  who  resided  in  St.  Louis.  Saint  John  had  be- 
come a  stockholder  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars  by 
executing  his  notes  to  the  l)ank,  and  afterwards  became  in- 
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debtee!  to  it  by  borrowing  money  to  the  araoimt  of  fifty-seven 
thoiisa?id  dollars,  and,  before  lie  liad  paid  any  of  this  indebted- 
ness, failed,  and  took  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  act.  And 
the  whole  of  tlic  indebtedness  was  a  loss  to  the  bank. 

Thomas  Eodgcrs,  a  member  from  Dubuque,  in  the  early 
part  of  tlie  session,  gave  notice  of  liis  intention  to  introduce'a 
bill  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  provide  for  winding 
lip  the  affairs  of  the  same;  wliich  was  subsequently  done,  and 
the  whole  matter  of  the  bank  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  one  from  each  senatorial  district,  of  which  committee 
George  TI.  Walwortli  was  appointed  chairman. 

liichard  F.  Barrett  and  Thomas  Martlier,  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  the  former  a  wealthy  man,  and  a  large  land  holder  iu 
Iowa,  and  the  latter  the  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illi- 
nois, had  become  interested  in  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque, 
for  they  saw  that  the  banks  of  Illinois,  and  many  other  of  the 
western  banks  would  ha\'e  to  be  closed  up,  and,  thinking  that 
a  bank  at  Dubuque  would,  probably,  be  a  profitable  institu- 
tion, made  their  arrangements  to  buy  up  the  stock  and  secure 
it3  charter.  They  had  so  far  secured  the  control  of  the  bank 
at  Dubuque,  as  to  deem  it  advisable  to  make  an  effort  to  pre- 
serve the  institution  by  advancing  funds,  and  using  their  in- 
fluence to  prevent  the  legislature  from  repealing  its  charter. 
The  democrats  had  the  ascendency  in  the  legislature,  and 
any  measure  which  could  be  adopted  to  cripple  or  break  down 
banks  was,  at  that  time,  in  Iowa,  considered  good  democratic 
doctrine.  Barrett  knew,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  plans  and 
revive  the  bank  at  Dubuque,  he  .must  have  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  bring  some 
influence  to  bear  on  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  get  a  favorable  action  of  that  body.  Barrett  selected 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Morbley,  and  sent  him  to  Iowa  Cit}-  as 
a  lobby  member,  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  baiiks,  and 
he  brought  with  him  several  letters  from  Barrett  to  some  of 
the  prominent  mend)crs  of  the  legislature.  Morbley  did  not 
manage  his  cause  with  as  much  skill  and  caution  as  ])rudoncc 
for  his  cause  demanded  ;  for,  when  there  seemed  to  be  a  dis- 
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position  among  tlie  nicnil)ers  to  sustain  tlie  I)aMks,  Madame 
l?u:nor  soon  liad  it  reported  to  tlie  j^nbiic  breeze,  that  lliei'e 
was  some  impi'oper  means  being  used  to  <.>br;iin  a  iavoj-able 
action  of  the  legislature  in  bebali'  of  the  Aliners'  Bankj  of 
Dubuque. 

The  I<no:X'  Capital  R>'poHer^  then  conducted  by  Jesse  "Wil- 
liams and  Thomas  Hughes,  s]~)eaking  of  the  action  uf  the  legis- 
lature in  relation  to  the  Miners'  Bank,  said  :  — 

To  justify  those  gentlemci'.  in  a  little  better  manner  than 
they  have  done  in  the  article  in  question,  and  to  show  that 
they  are  not  altogether  tools,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  state  and 
inform  the  public  that  they  have  a  much  more  substantial  ar- 
gument for  so  sudden  and  great  a  change.  Some  offer  and 
promises  of  a  pei  sonal  reward  and  private  advanta2"e  have,  it 
is  well  known  here,  been  made  from  a  ceitaiu  quarter,  to  cer- 
tain membei'S  of  the  legislature,  in  consideration  that  they 
will  interpose  to  save  the  bank.  There  might  have  been  some 
delicacy  in  putting  this  into  the  manifesto,  but  it  undoubtedly 
had  moj'e  weight  in  the  change  of  opinion,  than  an  expectation 
that  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  unable  to  redeem  its  own  bills, 
can  spare  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  carry  on  business  abroad." 

This  article  in  the  Reporter  produced  much  sensation 
among  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and,  in  the  house,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  — 

"That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  cause  Jesse  Williams  and  Thomas  Hughes,  editors  of  the 
Rejporter^  to  appear  before  said  committee,  and  to  them  give 
testimony,  under  oath,  in  relation  to  said  charge  ;  also,  to  send 
for  such  other  persons  and  papers  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
relating  to  the  subject  of  said  charge,  and  report  to  the  house 
without  delay." 

Walworth,  Bunker,  Falkner,  TIepner,  and  ^Newell,  three 
whigs  and  two  democrats,  were  appointed  the  committee,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  investigate  the  matters  I'cferred  to 
them.  The  result  of  the  examination  slunved  that  l»arrett  had 
employed  Morbley  to  come  to  Iowa  City  to  use  his  iulluciice 
27 
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to  get  the  legislature  to  srislain  tlie  bank,  and  Lad  sent  by  him 
four  letters  to  in  embers  of  tliat  body.    One  was  addressed  to 
James  Morgai],  the  speaker  bt  the  house  ;  as  follows  :  — 
"  [Confidential.] 

Si'KiNGFiELD,  ILLINOIS,  ]3ec,  26,  1842. 

^^Dear  Sir  :  —  The  Dubiiqne  Bank  charter  is  owned  by  tlie 
Gas  Light  Com]uiny,  in  8t.  Louis,  and  I  am  in  treaty  for  it. 
If  I  get  it,  a  company  of  us  will  put  in  Irom  lift}^  thousand  to 
one  Inmdred  thousand  dollars  cai)ital,  in  specie,  and  we  will 
make  it  one  of  the  best  baid^s  in  the  Union.  I  see  the  charter  is 
menaced  ;  now,  I  ask  your  kind  offices  in  preventing  its  de- 
struction, until  I  can  have  time  to  consummate  my  arrange- 
ments. You  know  m}^  attachment  and  interest  at  Burlijigtou, 
and,  if  I  succeed,  the  institution  can  and  shall  tlirow  benefit 
to  that  city  and  the  whole  territorj^,  and  upon  you,  too,  indi- 
vidually, if  an  opportunity  should  oifer. 

"I  shall  write  to  Lciiier,  Springer,  and  Patterson  on  the 
subject,  and  will,  also,  try  and  have  the  Dubuque  delegation 
influenced.  All  I  want  is  six  or  eight  months  to  make  ar- 
rangements, and  clear  incumbrances  from  the  bank.  The 
capital  to  start  it  can  be  got  at  any  time. 
"  Your  friend,  truly, 

"RICHARD  F.  BARRETT." 

The  letters  to  Leffler,  Springer,  and  Patterson  were  of  the 
same  character  as  the  one  to  Morgan,  except  there  was  no 
offer  to  bestow  upon  them  individual  favor. 

Nearly  all  of  the  members  were  exainined,  but  there  was 
no  positive  proof  of  any  direct  attempt  to  bribe  any  of  them. 
Morbley,  however,  soon  found  that  Iowa  City  was  not  a  very 
pleasant  place  for  him,  and,  suddenly,  was  among  the  missing. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  matters  of  the  bank  had  been 
referred  could  not  agree,  and  brouglit  in  two  lengthy  reports. 
Hepner,  on  behalf  of  the  majority,  re])oi1ed  in  favor  of  repeal- 
ing the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  providing  for  winding  up 
the  aflairs  of  the  institution,  and,  as  a  part  of  his  report,  sub- 
mitted a  bill  to  carry  his  recommendations  into  clfect.  Wal- 
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wortli,  a  leading  whig  in  the  house,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, made  a  lengthy  report,  discussing  the  constitutionality 
of  the  bill  reported  by  llepner,  and,  in  liis  report,  he  tried  to 
put  as  favorable  an  aspect  on  the  doings  of  the  bank  as  thej^ 
could,  and  took  grounds  against  a  "  full  and  unconditional  re- 
peal of  the  cliartcr,"  as  aimed  to  be  done  by  the  majority  re- 
port, principally  for  the  reason  that  the  property  of  the  bank 
would  "  revei't  to  the  grantors  of  the  charter,  or  escheat  to  the 
people,"  and  deprive  those  interested  in  the  institution  of  their 
just  rigiits,  but  wound  up  their  report  by  saying  that  they 
'^deemed  all  banks  which  do  not,  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  pay  specie  for  all  their  liabilities,  as  unsafe, 
and  dangerous  to  the  best  intei-estsol  the  community  ;  and,  in 
order  to  protect  the  community  against  unsound  and  spurious 
currency,  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  legalize  or  justify  bank 
suspension,  and,  therelore,  have  prej)ared  a  bill  providing  for 
closing  and  winding  up  the  aflaii'S  of  the  baidv,  in  such  manner 
as  will  secure  the  assets  of  the  bank  to  its  creditors." 

The  minority  report  did  not  meet  with  much  favor  with  the 
democrats  of  the  house. 

Walworth  and  the  other  whigs  offered  several  amendments 
to  Ilepner's  bill,  but  they  wire  voted  down,  and  the  bill  finally 
passed,  very  nearly  as  it  came  from  the  han(is  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  a  unanimous  vote  ol'  the  house,  many,  probably,  voting 
for  it  against  their  real  sentiments,  fearing,  on  account  of  the 
rumor  of  bribery  which  had  been  circulated,  tliat  they  m'ght 
be  liable  to  the  charge  of  being  inliuenced  tiirough  poi'sonal 
considei'ation.  The  bill  went  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
leo^islature,  and  was  delaved  bv  the  friends  of  the  bank  so 
that  the  council  adjourned  without  laking  any  action  on  its 
mei'its,  and  thus,  for  a  while,  the  existence  of  the  bank 
was  prolonged. 

The  connnittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  article  in  the 
loxi^a  Capital  2{eport*'i\  like  tlie  committee  on  the  bank, 
could  not  agree  in  their  conclusions,  making  the  question  a 
political  issue. 

Walworth  and  his  two  whig  associates  made  a  lengthy  re- 
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port,  in  which  they  inchuled  all  the  testinioiij  they  liad  laken, 
and  concluded  their  report  by  recomniending  the  passage  of 
resolutions  of  censure."'^ 

Hepner  and  Falkncr  were  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  ma- 
jority report  in  relation  to  the  editors  of  the  (ktplial  Reporter^ 
and  took  the  ground  that  the  matter  was  iK)t  "  within  the  au- 
thority or  jurisdiction  of  thejiouse,"  and  "that  the  public  and 
the  press  had  a  right  to  speak  of  the  conduct  of  menil)ers  of 
the  legislature  as  well  as  othei's";  "  if  the  press  transgressed 
its  lifuits,  the  judicial  ti-ibunals  of  the  land  are  open  for  re- 
dress of  the  injured  paiM}'  ;  "but  the  legislature  cannot  ])un- 
ish  or  censure  an  individual  lor  speaking  against  menjl)ors." 
These  re])orts  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  thus  the  matters 
ended,  as  far  as  the  legislature  and  the  editors  of  the  Rejioi  ter 
were  jointly  concerned. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  was,  that  the  bank,  which, 
at  the  first  of  the  session,  had  Ujany  warm  supporters,  and,  at 
one  time,  had  a  strong  probability  of  being  sustained  by  the 
legishiture,  became  more  odious  i.i  the  estimation  of  the  public 
than  ever. 

The  contest  about  the  bank  was  not  confined  to  tlie  halls  of 
the  legislature.  The  re{)i)rt  made  hy  Walworth,  and  the  iX'S- 
olutions  concei'uing  the  editors  of  the  Cnjntal  Reporter^  though 
not  adupted  l)y  the  house,  so  much  incensed  the  conductors 

*The  resolir.ions  were  as  follows:  — 

"Whkrevs,  n  appeiira  by  the  te.<linioi)j'  herewith  f=uhmi"e:l,  'hat  over  ures  highly  im- 
prnp(>r  have  been  made  by  liichnrd  F.  Barrel!,  of  Sprin. field,  Illinois,  to  a  luemlx'r  of  Mjis 
legislature;  and,  whereas,  it  has  hci-n  represented  by  an  article  in  the /oicr/  ('ii])'\t<d  Uc- 
"porier ,  Wmi  nijinbcrs  of  this  Iciislature  have  V)een  influenced  by  sucli  overtures ;  and, 
whereas,  ir  ap.iears  frjin  (he  tesiiinonv  thai  such  repiir.s  are  an  rue;  therefore, — 

"liesolceii  That  we  re,i<ard  ihe  conimunica' ion  of  Kichird  F  F)arrelt  to  James  Morgan  as 
highly  improper,  an  .luuwjr.hy  of  a  gentleman  or  an  hono-ab'e  man. 

"■Hcmlcal,  That  we  deem  the  del. very  of  the  let'.er  by  .Mr.  Morbley  to  Mr.  Morgan,  the 
contents  bein?  known  to  Mcnblcy,  as  rendering'  him,  to  some  e.Ment,  culpaple  or  aeee^so- 
ry  to  the  oa'en.se  coinTnitted  by  Mv.  Barrett. 

*  JieS'jlvrd,  Thai  we  reiiard  the  course  pursued  by  J;;mi's  M.  Morgan,  in  reiaiion  to 
said  c;immnnication,  as  indiealing  no  disposition  to  be  iulli'.enced  in  the  sliglile.-^t  degree 
by  overtures  therein  con  ained. 

^■RfS'ducrl,  That  we  re'i'ard  the  eharge  con'ained  in  tlie  [oira  Cnpi/al  nry.r,'  tcr,  of  the  '-'1st 
instant,  ini]ilica  ing  me-.nl.u'rs  with  having  been  inthienei  d  in  tlu  ir  hxisl  i  ive  aciou,  by 
promises  of  personal  row  ird  and  private  adv.mtnge,  as  entirely  untrue. and  highly  repro- 
hensible  in  lis  character,  and,  therefore,  we  deem  the  editors  justly  do.sorving  the  cen- 
sure of  thi3  liouso." 
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of  that  paper  that  they  made  a  poignant  attack  upon  Wal- 
worth, and  very  severely  criticised  his  course  in  the  legisLa- 
ture.  Walwoj'th,  being' a  spirited  man,  did  not  quietly  rest 
under  the  castigation  given  him  by  the  Bej)orter^h\\\^  meeting 
Williams,  who  was  undei'stood  to  have  charge  of  tlie  editorial 
department  of  the  papej-,  one  day  in  the  libi'ary  room,  made 
an  attack  on  him,  and,  being  much  the  stronger  man,  threw 
him  upon  the  lloor  and  commenced  beating  him.  Williams, 
being  spunky,  and  not  wishing  to  acknowledge  himself 
whipped  by  crying  enough,  continued  the  tussle,  and  Wal- 
worth kept  on  beating  him  till  the  floor  and  carpet  were  be- 
smeai'ed  with  a  pud<lle  of  blood.  AVhile  the  fight  was  going 
on,  Secretary  Stull,  who  had  just  fitted  up  the  room  with  a 
new  carpet,  came  into  the  libary,  and,  seeing  how  his  carjict 
wns  being  soiled,  feeling,  doubtless,  more  anxiety  for  his  new^ 
carj)et  than  for  the  bruised  forms  of  the  combatanf-s.  cried  out 
at  the  top  of  his  voice,  in  an  angry  tone,  "You  d — n  scoun- 
diels!  what  are  you  spoiling  my  carpet  for?"  and  ins'antly 
seized  hold  of  b(^th  of  them  and  |)ut  them  oat  of  the  I'oom. 
Williams,  not  being  satisfied  fronj  the  pounding  he  had  re- 
ceived to  let  the  matter  drop,  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered 
fi'om  his  wounds  so  as  to  be  able  to  he  about,  seeing  Walworth 
in  the  post  office  one  evening,  come  up  behind  him,  and,  l)e- 
fore  Walworth  knew^  what  he  was  about,  struck  him  a  severe 
blow  over  the  head  with  his  cane.  But,  in  this  contest,  as  in 
the  other,  Williams  got  the  woi'st  of  the  encounter,  and  this 
closed  the'  contest  about  the  Miners'  Bank  for  that  session  of 
the  legislature. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  year  1813,  there  was  one 
of  the  hardest  times  in  the  money  market  that  had  ever  heen 
known  in  the  west.  All  tlie  Illinois,  and  a  great  poi'tion  of 
the  other  western  banks'  pa])er,  had  gone  out  of  circulation  ; 
land  and  everything  had  gone  down  in  value  to  almost  nomi- 
nal prices;  corn  and  oats  could  be  bought  for  froni  six  to  ten 
cents  per  bushel  ;  pork  at  n  dollar  a  hundred  ;  and  the  best 
kind  of  a  horse  which  the  fai'mer  could  raise  wouhl  only  bring 
from  tit'ly  to  sixty  dollars.    Most  everybody  was  in  debt,  iind 
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the  sheriff  and  constable,  witli  a  legal  process,  trying  to 
collect  debts,  were  common  visitors  at  almost  every  man's 
door,  and  much  property  was  sold  on  execution  at  very  re- 
duced prices.  To  try  to  alleviate  the  general  financial  distress 
of  the  territory,  was  a  question  of  much  consideration  before 
the  legislature  at  that  time.  To  accomplish  this,  they  passed 
what  was  generally  known  as  the  valuation  law.  This  law 
provided,  that  when  a7i  execution  was  issued  to  be  levied  on 
property,  that  the  officer  should  take  such  property  as  the  de- 
fendant might  direct.  If  the  levy  was  niade  on  real  estate, 
the  officer  was  required  to  call  an  inquest  of  three  disinter- 
ested men,  having  the  qualiiication  of  jurors,  who  were  to 
value  the  land  under  oath,  and  if  the  land  did  not  sell  for  two. 
thirds  of  its  value,  then  the  sheriff  was  to  offer  it  to  the  plain- 
tiff, and  if  he  would  not  take  it  at  two-thirds  of  the  appraised 
value,' there  was  no  sale,  and  the  land  could  not  be  offered 
again  for  twelve  months,  only  at  the  costs  of  the  plaintiff,  un- 
less, when  oflx'red,  it  should  bring  more  than  two-thirds  of  its 
value,  then  the  cost  was  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant.  In  re- 
lation to  personal  property,  the  officer  was  to  select  two  disin- 
terested persons,  who,  with  himself,  were  to  appraise  the 
property,  and  if  it  did  not  sell  for  two-thirds  of  its  value, 
then  he  was  to  offer  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and  if  he  did  not 
take  it  at  two-thirds  of  its  value,  the  officer  was  to  return 
no  sale,  and  it  would  not  be  offered  again,  unless  at  the 
cost  of  the  plaintiff*,  for  six  months.  This  law,  to  some  ex- 
tent, worked  a  relief  to  those  vAio  were  in  debt,  by  pre- 
venting their  property  from  being  sold  at  a  sacrifice,  for,  after 
the  passage  of  this  law,  debts  were  mostly  settled  without 
legal  process. 

This  financial  distress  of  the  country  was  attributed  to  the 
banks  by  the  detnocratic  political  party,  and,  assuming  this  to 
be  the  cause  of  this  depression  in  business,  this  ])arty,  jtarHcu- 
larly  in  the  west,  wei'e  Ix^stile  to  all  banking  institutions, 
and  in  favor  of  a  specie  cui-rency;  and  almost  the  first  move 
that  was  made  in  the  Iowa  legislature,  which  convened  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  18-I3,  was  the  introduction 
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of  a  bill  to  repeal  [lie  charter  of  the  Miners'  Bank,  of  Dubuque. 
Numerous  petitions  wei'o  sent  Ironi  all  parts  of  the  territory, 
some  for  sustainin*;-  the  bank,  others  ibr  repealing  its  charter, 
and  this  institution  was  the  great  question  of  the  session.  The 
citizens  of  Des  JMoines  county,  and,  particularly,  those  of 
Burlington,  to  whom  Bari-ett,  the  previous  winter,  had  made 
proffers  of  personal  beneiit  if  the  bank  could  be  sustained, 
were  the  most  active  iirshowing  their  hostility  to  this  insti- 
tution. They  got  up  a  letter  of  instruction,  which  was 
signed  by  eleven  bundled  and  seventy-two  citizens  of  the 
county,  nearly  as  many  as  the}^  had  voters,  instructing  their 
member  "to  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  law  compelling;  the 
Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque  to  resume  specie  payment  within 
thirty  days,  and,  in  case  of  a  i-efusal,  to  authorize  the  judge 
of  the  district  court  to  appoint  commissioners  to  wind  up  the 
afl'airs  of  the  bank."  This  letter  of  instruction  was  presented 
to  the  house  by  Grimes,  when  Ilackleman,  of  Des  Moines 
county,  raised  a  cpestion  of  order,  insisting  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  letter  was  addressed  to  the  members  of  Des  Moines  county, 
and  not  to  the  legislature,  that  they  had  no  right  to  receive  it. 
This  excited  much  feeling,  and,  after  a  long  debate,  the 
speaker  decided  that  the  letter  could  not  be  received, inasmuch 
as  it  was  directed  to  the  members  of  a  county,  and  not  to  the 
house,  or  to  the  legislative  assembly.  But,  on  reflection,  the 
speaker  changed  his  opinion,  and,  the  next  day,  the  letter  was 
received  by  the  house  and  reported  to  the  proper  committee. 

The  bill  for  repealing  the  charter  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of 
Dubuque,  and  providing  lor  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  same, 
passed  the  house  and  was  sent  to  the  council.  In  the  council, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  providing,  among  other  things,  that  the  bank 
should  resume  specie  payment  within  thirty  days  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  and  sliould  m;\ke  its  notes  redeemable  in  spix-ie, 
at  Burlington,  St.  Louis,  and  New  York,  and  the  cashier  vras 
required  to  make  out,  undei'  oath,  once  in  every  ninety  days, 
a  statement  of  the  iinancial  condition  of  the  bank,  and  ])ublish 
the  same  in  some  paper;  and,  in  case  the  bank  rei'uood  to 
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comply  with  the  provisioiis  of  tliis  act,  oi'  at  any  time  refused 
to  ])ay  any  of  its  liahiliiies  in  specie,  at  any  of  the  ])hices 
where  its  bills  wei'e  made  ledeeinahle  when  demanded,  tlien 
the  district  attorney  of  the  third  judicial  district  was  required 
to  immediately  sue  out  a  wi'it  of  (j2(o  v.'avranio^  and  |)iosec'Ute 
the  same  to  iinal  judgnienf,  in  nccordance  with  the  ])rovisions 
of  tlie  law  of  the  territory.  It  also  provided  that  the  stock, 
holders  should  be  individually  liable  to  the  amount  of  their 
stock,  and  that  the  bank  should  not  issue  its  own,  or  the  notes 
of  other  baidss,  of  a  less  denomination  than  live  dollars.  The 
bill  so  amended  was  passed  by  the  council  with  only  three 
dissentin<^  votes,  and  sent  to  the  house  for  their  concurrence. 
The  house  refused  to  concur,  and  sent  the  bill  back  to  the 
council,  when  Joseph  J3.  Teas  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  till 
the  fourth  of  July  next,  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
afiirmative.  And  thus  ended  the  contest  for  that  session  of 
the  legislature,  about  the  Miners'  Baidv  of  Dubuque. 

To  a  disinterested  observer,  it  might  appear  singular  to  see 
the  zeal  manifested  by  the  members  of  the  legislatnre  to  de- 
stroy this  banking  institution,  because  it  did  not  promptly  pay 
its  notes  in  s})ecie,  while  at  the  same  time,  the  territory  was 
owing  the  bank  for  money  borrowed  to  expend  in  completing 
the  capitol,  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  and  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, besides  interest,  which  amount  was  borrowed  and  be- 
came due  before  the  bank  suspended  specie  payment.  And  it 
was  shovvn  by  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  that  this  sum,  together  with  the  specie  on 
hand  at  tlie  time  of  the  investigation,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  "redeem  all  the  bills  the  bank  then  had  in  ci)-culation 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders."  And,  while  it  was  well 
known  to  the  members  of  the  le«>:islature  that  the  bank  wanted 
this  money,  thej^  made  no  provision  to  pay  the  bank  its  just 
dues. 


.  /.,c 


lit  0>b 


1870.] 


THE  GARRY  OWEN  VOTE. 


21Y 


THE  GAEEY  OWEN  VOTE. 


IJY  WM.  H.  TUTIIILL,  TIPTON,  IOWA. 


There  are  many  amusing  incidents  in  the  early  settlement 
of  Iowa  yet  unrecorded  by  the  historian,  particularly  among 
the  political  struggles  between  the  whig  and  democratic  par- 
ties for  supremacyv 

The  story  of  the  "AVoodbridge  Sell"  has  been  perpetuated 
in  the  April  number  of  the  Annals,  and  the  tale  of  the  "  Garry 
Given  Vote^^  is  now  submitted  as  an  episode  of  like  character. 

During  the  territorial  days  of  Iowa,  Jackson  county,  by  her 
unsw^erving  lidelity  and  large  majorities  for  the  democratic 
ticket,  claimed  and  was  awarded  the  high  sounding  appeHatiori 
of  the  ^' Banner  County,"  and,  as  a  reward  for  her  faithful  ser- 
vices in  that  behalf,  one  of  her  aspiring  sons,  a  stage-driver, 
was  elevated  to  tlie  commanding  ])osition  of  governor,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  supporters,  of  whom  none  were  more 
exuUant  than  tlie  unterrified  voters  of  Garry  Owen. 

Now,  as  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Annals  may  nut  be  par- 
ticularly well  posted  in  the  topographical  history  of  their  own 
abiding  places,  it  may  be  well  enough  to  state  that  Garry 
Owen  is,  or  was,  a  sort  of  terra  incognita^  situated  in  Butler 
township,  in  the  north-western  part  of  Jackson  county,  and 
that  its  inhabitants  were  composed  exclusively  of  tluit  portion 
of  the  Caucasian  race  known  as  Catholic  Irish,  who,  it  was 
said,  refused  to  permit  any  but  whole-hof)  democrats  to  settle 
within  their  boundaries,  and  it  was  also  assei'ted  that  the  only 
one  among  them  who  could  read  and  write  held  the  office  of 
postmaster,  and  furnished  the  tickets  for  each  of  the  hardy 
sons  of  Erin  to  vote  at  each  periodical  return  of  election  day. 
These  representations  may,  possibly,  have  been  erroneous, 
but  it  was  an  incontrovertible  fact  that,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  that  precinct  invariably  made  the  return  of  a  solid 
and  undivided  vote. 
28 
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In  tlie  onward  proj,ress  of  events  a  state  government  was 
inani^iirated,  and  the  whig  party  had,  to  a  great  extent,  suc- 
cumbed to  the  strength  and  numbers  of  its  up})onents,  when  a 
new  and  startling  phase  appeared  in  tlie  politioal  liemispliere, 
in  the  advent  of  the  hunv-nodiiDgs,^^  whu,  !)y  some  undis- 
covered system  of  their  own,  without  visible  means,  silently 
appeared,  gi'ew,  culminated,  and  became  vicroj'ions,  l)affling 
and  disconcei'tiJig  all  the  schemes  and  wire-workings  of  time- 
honoi-ed  politicians.  Still,  however,  the  usual  ]>arty  machinery 
was  ke|)t  in  motion,  jind  in  the  spring  of  18.35  a  regular  demo- 
cratic convention  was  held,  and  A.  R.  Cotton,  Esq.,  of  Clin- 
ton, i\\\\y  nominated  a^  their  can(li(hite  tbr  judge  of  the  eighth 
judicial  disti'ict,  then  comp  >sed  of  Muscatine,  Seott,  CecUir, 
Jones,  Clinton,  and  Jackson  counties,  in  which,  as  the  l)arty 
majority  was  considered  perfectly  reliable,  and,  with  a  candi- 
date whose  character  was  iri  epro;ichable,  capability  undoubted, 
and  popularity  well  attested,  it  might  well  be  supposed  there 
would  be  no  serious  opi)osition. 

The  astute  old  whigs,  after  due  deliberation,  determined 
that  it  would  be  nnadvisable  to  hold  a  convention,  but  sug- 
gested that  one  of  their  own  number,  a  well  known  attorney 
Oi'  Cedar  county,  should  be  announced  as  an  independent  can- 
didate. Of  this  resolve  the  ubiquitous  "know-nothings,"  by 
some  means  or  other,  possessed  themselves,  with  the  further 
inforujation  that  he  would  be  warndy  supported  by  the  new 
temperance  party,  under  the  lead  of  Ilirani  Price,  Esq.,  of 
Scott  county,  and  sagaciously  concluded  to  aid  the  movement, 
which,  if  successful  they  would  claim  as  their  victory.  The 
secret  workings  of  the  order  have  never  been  fully  developed, 
but  the  machinery  must  have  had  skiiltul  engineei'ing,  for  it 
seemed  to  be  a  modern  exem})lilicalion  of  the  ancient  vcni 
vidi^  vicl^  and  the  conclusion  might  well  be  drawn  that,  great 
was  A./nerica,  and  "  Sa/n'''*  ivai;  his  2)r(>j)/ietf 

One  of  the  piincij^al  objects  of  their  ambition  being  to  de- 
moralize the  dominant  pai'ty,  it  was  a  logical  conclusion  that 
the  ^'Banner  County  "  would  be  sti'ongly  assailed,  and,  as  it 
afterward  appeared,  every  elfort  that  skill  and  sublilily  could 


1870.] 


THE  aAKRY  OWEN  VOTE. 


219 


devise  was  made  to  revolutionize  the  strongliold  of  democracy  ; 
among  otliers,  the  ingenious  ruse  practiced  on  the  ignorant 
voters  of  Garry  Owen  may  serve  as  a  specimen. 

Knowing  tlieir  irreconcihible  hostihtj  to  the  know-nothings, 
a  well  known  democrat  (although,  secretly,  one  of  the  dark- 
lantern  gentry),  was  (kv^palched  to  Garry  Owen,  and,  in  an  in- 
terview' with  Ihe  postmaster,  inlbrmed  hini,  in  strict  conlidence, 
that  it  had  just  leaked  out  that  Cotton  had  joined  the  detested 
order,  and  that  proof  conld  be  had  of  his  assisting  at  the  initia- 
tion of  a  candidate,  adding  that  the  discovery  was  made  in 
consequence  of  the  noviciate  refusing  to  take  tlie  obligation, 
antl,  l)eing  indignant  at  the  deception  practiced  on  him,  had 
divulged  the  whole  proceedings. 

This  artfnlly  concocted  story,  coming,  as  it  did,  tVom  one  of 
their  own  tile  leaders,  so  ex;isperated  the  faithtul  llibt;rnians 
that  they  at  once  i>ositively  declared  tluit  '-divil-  a  vote  for 
Cotton"  should  be  given  in  that  precinct,  the  news  of  which 
resolve  soon  seached  him,  when,  pro\"oked  by  the  audacious 
calumny,  he  very  injudiciously  (as  it  afterward  pi'oved)  went 
before  a  notary  public  and  made  oath  that  he  was  not  and 
never  had  been  a  know-riothing,  and  was  totally  op])osed  to 
them  and  their  doctrines.  Copies  of  the  aliidavit,  duly  at- 
tested by  the  notary,  were  tbrwarded  to  Garry  (Jwen,  and  the 
vile  slander  was  supposed  to  be  fully  and  entirely  confuted. 
But  the  wily  followers  of  "Sam"  were  not  so  easily  discon- 
certed ;  for,  the  da}'  before  the  election,  the  same  agent  haj?- 
pening  to  visit  that  part  of  (he  country,  explained  the  situa- 
tion, pointed  out  to  his  credulous  hearers  that  it  was  a  well 
known  principle  of  these  sacriligious  wretches  to  deny  that 
they  were  know  nothings,  and,  if  necessary,  to  sivear  to  it; 
boldly  asserting  that  the  "affidavit"  itself  was  incontroverti- 
ble evidence  that  their  candidate  did  belong  to  the  detested 
fraternity. 

The  faithful  Celts  were  puzzled;  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  to  obtain  further  inlormation;  and  when  the  returns  of 
the  election  were  canvassed,  it  was  found  that  there  was  not 
a  single  vote  forjudge  cast  in  Butler  town^dlip. 
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Tliis  unprecedented  result  was  accompanied  by  the  startling 
announcement  that  Jackson  couiity,  for  the  first  time  in  its 
history,  had  tailed  to  suj^poi't  the  democratic  ticket. 

The  sequel  is  obvious.  Tlie  Cedar  county  candidate  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  toward  which  Jackson  county  con- 
tributed her  proportionate  share,  a  result  due,  in  some  meas- 
ure, to  the  absence  of  the  Garry  Owen  vote. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

(Continued  from  page  136.) 

County  Officers  —  First  Session  or  Commissioners'  Court 
—  First  Business  Transacted  —  Changing  the  Jsame  of 
THE  County  Seat  —  The  Eose  Ann  McGregor  Case. 


The  officers  chosen  at  the  first  election  (the  first  Monday  of 
September,  184:5),  were  the  following:  — 

Conrad  Walters,  William  Welch,  David  Durham,  County 
Commissoners. 

*  The  election  at  which  these  otlicers  were  chosen  wan  a  special  election,  and  (heir 
terms  of  ofiice  expired  at  the  August  election  in  1846.  Tlien,  by  !in  old  act  of  the  territo- 
rial code,  regulating  the  terms  of  county  coninii.ssioners,  the  one  receiving  the  his^diost 
number  of  votes  served  throe  years,  the  next  highest  two,  and  the  lowest,  one.  At  tlic 
regular  election  (at  the  date  above  mentioned).  Samuel  Tihbot  received  the  highest  nura- 
ber  of  votes,  David  Durliam  the  next,  and  Hugh  Glenn  tlie  lowest.  By  authority  of  an 
act  of  the  state  legislature  in  1846-7,  the  county  was  required  to  be  divided  into  commis- 
sioners' districts,  which  was  acrordiii<;ly  done  at  the  April  term,  1847.  All  that  part  of 
the  county  north  of  the  river  was  made  to  constitute  one  di^trict,  and,  in  1867,  'i'liomaa 
Pollock  was  elected  therein  to  take  the  place  of  Huuh  Glenn.  All  that  part  of  the  coun- 
ty south  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  nineteen  and  twenty  constituted 
the  second  district;  and  all  south  of  the  river  and  w(>st  of  ."aid  line,  constituted  the  third. 
Martin  Neol  was  elected  commissioner  from  tho  second,  in  ISlv'^,  and  Miles  Gordon  from 
tlve  third,  in  1840,  as  vsill  app.'ar  in  n  list  of  county  olficers  in  another  place.  At  the  same 
date,  all  of  Wnrren  county,  which  then  belonged  to  Marlon,  was  declared  "  Warren  Pre- 
cinct," and  all  tho  territory  west  of  Warren,  also  belonging  to  Marlon,  was  called  "  Black 
Oak  Pixiciuct." 


I  ,  -  ■■,11 


;  f ! 


1870.] 


PIONEERS  OF  MARION  COUNTY. 


221 


Saiiford  Doiul,  Commhsi oners'^  ClerJc. 
Francis  A.  Barker,  Probate  Judge. 
James  Walters,  S/ierif. 
David  T.  DnrliMin,  Trecmtrer. 
Ken  ben  Lowry,  Recorder. 
Isaac  B.  Power,  Swveyor. 
Green  T.  Clai-k,  Assessor. 
Wellington  Nassaman,  Coroner. 

About  two  hundred  votes  were  polled  at  this  election,  and 
the  probable  population  of  the  county  was  about  twelve  hun- 
dred. 

For  some  reason,  Santbrd  Dond,  elected  as  county  commis- 
sioners' clerk,  failed  to  appear  and  be  qualified  in  due  time, 
and  Lysander  W.  Babbitt  was  appointed  in  his  stead,  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  board,  w^hich  was  on  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, 184:5.  The  records,  in  Mr.  B.'s  hand,  from  which  we  ob- 
tained the  matter  for  a  large  portion  of  this  chapter,  are  still 
to  be  seen  in  the  office  of  the  probate  judge,  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation. 

.  At  the  date  above  mentioned,  the  commissioners  met  at 
Knoxville  for  business.  That  place  had  just  been  selected  by 
-the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  act  given  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter,  as  the  seat  of  justice  for  Marion  county.  The 
house  in  which  the  first  session  was  held  is  described  as  a 
"  claim  pen,"  made  of  linn  poles,  about  twelve  by  sixteen  feet 
square,  chinked  and  daubed  in  the  usual  manner  of  enclosing 
such  buildings,  covered  with  "  clapboards,"  and  a  square  hole 
cut  in  the  side  wall  for  a  window,  that  could  boast  of  neither 
sash  nor  glass.  This  cabin  stood  in  what  is  now  block  thirty- 
three,  in  the  east  part  of  the  city. 

As  a  matter  of  historical  record,  we  here  introduce  a  verha- 
thn  copy  of  the  first  entry  niade  upon  the  minute  book  of  this 
court.  The  first  meeting  of  the  first  commissioners'  court  was, 
certainly,  a  sufiUciently  important  event  in  the  history  of  the 
county,  all  circumstances  considered,  to  be  distinctly  remem- 
bered, and  the  tone  of  the  ])reamble  seems  to  have  emanated 
from  a  duo  appreciation  of  this  fact:  — 
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it  rcmeniljcred.  That  on  the  12th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  lS-i5,  (Jon]-ad  AVaUers,  David  Durliam,  and  William 
AYelch,  county  commissioners,  dnly  elected  and  qnalified  with- 
in and  for  the  county  of  Marion,  in  the  territor}^  of  Iowa,  met 
at  Knoxvillcj  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  county,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  a  called  session  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court  of  said  county." 

Tlie  couj-t  was  then  opened  b}'  L.  C.  Conray,  deputy  sheriff, 
and  the  only  im])ortant  business  transacted  i-elated  io  the 
county  seat.  The  tu'o  commishionei's  who  had  made  the  loca- 
tion pi'esented  their  report,  which  was  received  and  j^laced 
upon  tile.  It  was  dated  August  25th,  and  designated  the 
ijorth-west  cjuai-ter  of  section  seven,  township  seventy-hve, 
range  niiieteen,*  as  the  most  suitable  ])lace  for  the  seat  of  jus- 
lice  for  Marion  county.  This  was  (jn  a  high,  level  prairie  or 
plateau,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  exact  center  of  the  county, 
and  in  the  near  neighboi'hood  of  excellent  timl)er,  so  that  no 
better  location  tor  the  convenience  of  the  people  then,  and  for 
all  time  to  come,  could  have  been  selected.  For  those  living 
north  of  the  Des  Moines  river  it  may  be  deemed  more  or  less 
inconvenient  to  reach  it  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when 
that  stream  is  an  obstruction  to  travel ;  but  this  difiiculty 
could  not  have  been  overcome  by  aiiy  other  location  ;  it  was 
one  that  could  not  be  moved,  but  might  be  materially  modified 
by  ferries  and  bridges. 

AVithin  the  last  few  years,  some  of  the  citizens  north  of  the 
river  have  spoken  favorably  of  dividing  the  county  and 
erecting  a  new  one  from  the  strip  of  territory'  lying  between 
Des  Moines  and  Skunk  rivers,  consisting  of  parts  of  Mahaska, 
Jasper,  and  Marion  counties,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of 
crossing  eilher  of  those  sti'eams  to  reach  their  county  seat. 
But  it  appears  evident  that  the  expense  of  organizing  a  new 
county  of  such  a  narrow,  irregular  shape,  and  maintaining  its 
government  at,  necessarily,  the  same  cost  of  larger  counties, 

♦Tliou'^h  the  country  had  not  yet  been  sectionlz;irl,  the  locality  abovi>.  descritied  oould 
be  easily  a^^cerlalned  by  its  ucamoss  to  the  north-west  coruor  of  Uio  township,  lying  only 
ouo  mile  aouth  of  that  point. 


1 


1870.] 


PIONEERS  OF  MARION  COUNTY. 


223 


would  be  mncli  greater  t'laii  that  required  to  build  a  substan- 
tial bridf^e  at  each  of  two  or  three  convenient  places  across  tlie 
Des  ^[oines  and  Skunk  ;  or,  if  bridge  building  is  found  to  be 
impracticable,  let  a  portion  of  the  business  requiring  the  at- 
tendance of  the  people  living  there,  at  the  county  seat,  be 
transacted  at  soine  given  point  north  of  the  river.  This  is  a 
digression  from  the  true  line  of  our  history,  but,  in  our  opin- 
ion, not  less  important.  We  deprecate  a  division  of  the  county 
as  tending  to  no  beneficial  i-esults. 

The  locating  conimissioners  suggested  the  natne  of  Knox- 
ville  for  tlie  county  seat,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Geneial 
Knox,  a  distinguished  Icadei*  in  the  war  ihv  independence^ 
and  the  authorities  ol' Knoxville  afterwards  complimented  tlie 
commissioners  by  naming  two  of  the  pi-incipal  streets  crossing 
east  and  west,  Montgomeiy  and  Jvobinson. 

The  name  of  Knoville  proved  generally  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned  except  to  one  individual — L.  W.  Babbitt  —  who 
seems  to  have  had  a  preference  for  odd  or  uncommon  nanies. 
Some  time  after,  wben  he  kept  the  post  office  there,  he  thouglit 
the  liability  of  mistaking  Knoxville,  Iowa,  for  some  other 
place  of  the  same  name  —  for  instance,  the  one  in  Tennessee 
—  in  the  posting  of  mail  mutter,  would  justify  him  in  obtain, 
ing  a  change  of  the  name.  So,  having  business  in  Iowa  City 
on  the  occasion  of  the  first  session  of  the  state  legislature,  in 
the  winter  of  181:0-7,  he  there  took  the  opportunity,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  to  solicit  an  act  of  that  body  legalizing  the 
change.  Having  drafted  a  bill  to  that  effect,  he  presented  it, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  adopted.  On  his  return 
home,  he  first  stated  to  1).  T.  Durham,  who  attended  to  the  post 
ofliceand  clerkship  during  his  absence,  that  such  was  the  fact  — 
that  Knoxville  was  nomoi-e  Knoxville,  but  Osceola.  Ihit  so  soon 
as  this  unauthorized  transaction  was  publ.cly  known,  the  })eople 
were  nmch  dis[)leas(:'d  thereat,  and  not  in  the  least  disj)osed  to 
pocket  the  joke.  Ass})eedily  as])ossible,  a  petition  was  extensivc- 
1}'  circulated  and  signed,  asking  for  the  repeal  of  thischange,  and 
sent  to  Iowa  City  by  the  hand  of  James  Willos,  svhodcli  vercd  it 
to  lion.  Simeon  Reynolds,  rej>resentative  fium  ]^Iarion.  Air.  Iv., 
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in  response  thereto,  drafted  and  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
name  of  Osceola,  but,  by  an  ovei'siglit  (which  was  also  the 
fault  of  the  ])etitiou),  failed  to  reinsert  the  name  of  Knoxville. 
The  act  passed  ;  but  now,  a  worse  joke  was  apparent,  from 
the  fact  that  tlie  repeal  of  the  last  name  did  not  restore  the 
former,  and,  therefore,  Jvnoxville  was  neither  Knoxville  -nor 
Osceola.  But,  after  the  joke  had  run  a  brief  season,  the  mat- 
ter was  readjusted,  and  Knoxville  was  herself  again. 

At  the  second  session  of  tlie  board  of  county  comnn'ssioners, 
which  was  on  the  second  Monday  of  October,  a  subject  of  pe- 
culiar interest  was  brought  up,  by  an  order,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  originated  by  the  noted  Babbitt,  whose  exploits 
have,  somehow,  rendered  him  a  prominent  personage  in  this 
history.  Said  order  required  that  all  blacks  or  mulattos  re- 
siding in  the  county  should  appear  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  and  give  bonds  for  their  good  behavior,  or  be  expelled 
from  the  county.  This  order  was,  in  accordance  with  an  act 
of  the  territorial  legislature,  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate 
blacks  and  mulattos,"  dated  June  21,  18)^9.  But,  in  order  to 
a  more  comprehensive  introduction  to  the  subject,  we  here  in- 
sert clauses  of  said  act  bearing  more  directly  upon  the  case  in 
hand:  — 

'  "  Section  1.  Be  it  c7iacied^  djc.^  That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  no  black  or  mulatto  shall  be  permitted 
to  settle  or  reside  in  tiiis  territory,  unless  lie  or  she  shall  pro- 
duce a  fair  certificate  from  some  court  within  the  United  States, 
of  his  or  her  actual  freedom,  which  certilicate  shall  be  attested 
by  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and  the  seal  thereof  annexed  thereto 
by  the  said  court,  and  give  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  se- 
curity, to  be  a})proved  of  by  the  board  of  county  comnn'ssion- 
ers of  the  proj)er  county  in  which  such  person  of  color  may 
reside,  payable  to  the  United  States,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five 
hundred  dolhii's,  *  «  *  -jf  ^ 

"  Section  2.  If  any  negro  or  mulatto,  coming  into  this  ter- 
ritory as  aforesaid,  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  ])rovisions  of 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  and  is  hereby  made  the 
duty  of  the  county  commissioners  in  any  county  where  such 
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negro  or  mulatto  may  be  found,  to  summon  him,  her,  or  them 
to  appear  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  to  show  cause  wliy 
he,  she,  or  they  shall  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  *     ^  ^- 

And  if  such  negro  or  mulatto  sliali  still  fail  to  give  the  bond 
and  security  required  by  the  tirst  section  of  this  act,  '  " 
*  ^'  *  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  county 

commissioners  of  such  county  to  hire  out  such  negro  or  mulatto 
for  six  months,  for  the  best  price  in  cash  that  can  be  had.  The 
pi'oceeds  of  such  hiring  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury 
of  the  proper  county,  for  the  use  of  such  negro  or  mulatto,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners aforesai  d .  • ' 

A  history  of  the  case  may  now  be  in  order,  and  may  not 
prove  wholly  uninteresting,  even  to  those  personally  acrpiaint- 
ed  with  the  facts.  It  was  known  that  there  was  a  negro  (or, 
rather,  a  ncgress)  in  the  county,  else  such  an  order  would  have 
been  regardeil  as  an  i'lle  foi-malily. 

Sometime  in  ISl-tor  1845,  a  man  luimed  Tlu^mas  McGi'cgor 
came  from  Illinois  to  what  is  now  the  north-east  corner  of  In- 
diana township,  and  called  upon  Mr.  Gtjoi'ge  Ilenrj^  a  settler 
in  that  neis'hborhood,  and  asked  his  assistance  in  selectino;  a 
claim.  ^Mr.  II.  readily  gave  him  the  required  assistance,  after 
which,  McGregor  asked  the  privilege  of  moving  into  the  house 
with  him  till  he  could  get  a  cabin  fixed  up  on  his  claim.  Mr. 
Henry,  being  desirous  of  accommodating  those  who  were  to 
become  his  neiglibors,  and,  inasn)uch  as  the  family  of  Mr. 
McGregor  was  small,  consisting  of  only  the  man  and  his  wife, 
he  readily  assented  to  that  ari-angement  also.  But  when  the 
guests  arrived,  the  astonishment  of  Mr.  Henry  may,  possibly, 
be  imagined,  when  he  first  beheld  in  Mi's.  ^IcGregor  a  full- 
blooded  African,  about  as  dark  as  the  dai'kest  of  the  race,  pos- 
sessing all  the  charms  tluit  could  1)0  summed  up  in  a  figure  of 
ample  proportions,  and  features  of  combined  brilliancy  and 
prominence.  As  a  matter  of  course  after  this  discovery,  he 
lost  no  time  in  reconsidering  his  promise,  lie  was  not  dis- 
posed to  encourage  further  ''domestic  relations"  with  this  in- 
29 


226 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[JULY, 


tercstiiig  pair,  and  honestly  signified  to  Mac  that  his  mind 
had  undergone  a  change  on  the  subject.  So  the  latter,  with 
his  lovely  spouse,  was  compelled  to  seek  some  other  shel- 
ter. Not  finding  a  house,  they  camped  out,  as  they  had 
previously  done,  until  their  cabin  was  built.  But  the  na- 
ture of  their  relationship  was  such  that  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  long  enjoy  it  in  peace.  It  was  taken  for  granted 
that  tliey  wei'e  living  in  violation  of  a  statute  of  the  teiri- 
tory  forbidding  matrimonial  connection  between  blacks  and 
whites,  and,  for  this  olfense,  were  arrested  and  brought  be- 
fore Justice  Levi  .Uainbridge,  on  Lake  ])rairie,  and  tried. 
Not  being  very  well  pleased  with  the  rulings  of  this  court, 
they  took  a  change  of  venue^  and  their  case  was  tui-ned 
over  to  Justice  Mike  Moriis,  who  hapi)ened  to  be  present. 
After  giving  it  a  hearing,  Mike  referied  the  matter  to  the 
Mahaska  county  grand  jury  —  this  being  previous  to  the  or- 
ganization of  Marion  —  where  it  ended,  the  jury  not  finding  a 
true  bill  airainst  the  offenders. 

Bat  the  end  was  not  yet.  This  was  onlj^  a  h]-ief  truce  iu 
the  tribulations  of  this  unfortunate  couple.  As  we  have  seen, 
the  lady  was  deemed  an  offender  Against  another  statute,  and 
th;it  statute  made  it  the  duly  of  the  county  commissioners  to 
take  action  in  the  premises;  hence  the  order  noticed  on  an- 
other page.  But,  for  some  reason,  Mrs.  McGregor  did  not 
heed  the  threatening  mandate ;  she  was  either  not  awai  e  of 
its  existence,  or  detennined  to  risk  the  consequences  of  disre- 
garding it.  But  another  soon  followed,  of  a  more  specific 
character,  to  the  effect  that  liose  Ann  McGregor  should  ap- 
pear and  give  the  required  bonds,  on  or  before  the  iiOth  of 
January,  or  he  sold  to  ilie  liujlicst  hiddtr.''^  But  even  this 
failed  to  bring  the  stubborn  Jtose  Ann  to  terms.  The  fearful 
penalty  of  non-compliance  therewith,  though  it  may  have 
caused  the  culprit  to  tremble  in  antici j)ation,  moved  her  not 
otherwise.  It  was,  therefore,  found  necessary  to  bring  into 
action  the  ])ractical  force  of  law,  and  the  sheriff  was  ai-mod 
with  authority  to  bring  [lose  Ann  bodily  to  the  seat  of  justice. 
Armed  with  this  authority,  and  attended  by  his  deputy,  Dr. 
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L.  C.  Conrey,  the  two  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  the  Mc- 
Gregors. Apparently,  this  visitation  had  heen  expected  by 
tlie  wavy  Rose  Ann  ;  for,  when  tlie  ofliccrs  reached  tlie  house 
they  found  tlie  doors  barred,  and  their  applicaction  for  admit- 
tance pointedly  refused.  Not  wishing  to  perpetrate  any  vio- 
lence in  the  execution  of  their  duty  (and,  perhaps,  actuated 
by  a  sense  of  caution,  for  Kose  Ann  was  reported  to  be  the 
possessor  of  a  gun,  a  good  marksman,  and,  to  quote  the  words 
of  our  informant,  "some  in  a  bear  fight"),  they  resorted  to  a 
little  strategical  compron^ise,  by  which  the  beseiged  promised 
to  go  to  town  the  next  morning.  But  the  ofiicers,  having  no 
faith  in  this  promise,  retired  a  few  rods  from  the  house  and 
secreted  themselves  behind  a  shock  of  corn  fodder,  to  watch 
tlie  movements  of  their  intended  prisoner,  and  seize  her  if  a 
favorable  opportunity  presented.  Presently  they  saw  her 
emerge  from  the  house,  with  gun  in  hand,  and  survey  the 
premises  w^itli  a  cautious  glance.  Seeing  no  danger,  she  re- 
turned within  doors,  where  she  left  the  gun,  and  immediately 
reappeared,  going  to  the  woodpile  for  fuel,  l^ow  was  the  best 
opportunity  to  nab  her.  The  two  men  started  at  their  utmost 
speed,  intending,  if  possible,  to  get  between  her  and  the 
house;  but  "the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift."  Rose  Ann 
soon  discovered  them,  and  so  far  outran  them  that  she  had 
time  to  bar  the  door  before  they  reached  it.  Here,  now,  was 
a  crisis  that  required  prompt  decision,  activity,  and  nerve  ; 
such  a  thing  as  being  out-generaled  by  a  nigger  could  not  be 
thought  of.  Parley  was  out  of  the  question;  and  what  sort  of 
a  report  should  they  make  on  returning  to  Knoxville  without 
their  prisoner?  Their  reputation  was  at  stake,  and,  rather 
than  risk  it  they  would  risk  their  lives.  So  Walters  ordered 
the  Doctor  to  make  a  battering-ram  of  an  old  sled  tongue  that 
happened  to  be  lying  near  at  hand,  and  batter  in  the  door. 
The  order  was  immediately  obeyed,  and,  as  the  door  swung 
back,  Walters  boutuled  into  the  room  and  caught  the  deter- 
mined Pose  Ann  in  the  act  of  raising  the  hammer  of  her  gun. 
The  Doctor  followed,  and  seized  the  weapon  just  in  time  to 
save  his  own  life,  for  it  was  already  aimed  at  him  with  the 
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evident  intention  of  firing.  Having  disarmed  the  prisoner, 
she  had  no  other  choice  but  to  surrender  nnconditionallj.  The 
doctor  then  fired  off  the  gnn,  tlie  report  of  which  indicated  a 
heavy  charge,  very  probably  intended  for  the  use  she  attempt, 
ed  to  make  of  it. 

The  battle  now  over,  and  the  victory  so  fortunately  won, 
the  victors  immediately  set  out  on  their  return  to  headquar- 
ters with  the  prisoner.  It  was  growing  late  in  the  evening,  and 
some  haste  was  necessary  to  reach  town  before  dark;  so,  in  or- 
der to  make  the  better  speed,  and,  pei  haps,  also  prompted  by  a 
feeling  of  genei'osity,  the  Doctor  mounted  Ivose  Ann  on  his 
horse,  he  going  before,  leading  the  vjhj  in  the  narrow  Indian 
trail  that,  as  we  have  heretofore  stated,  was  then  about  the 
only  kind  of  road  in  the  county. 

As  it  happened,  the  sheriff  had  business  in  another  direc- 
tion, and  accompanied  thern  onl}^  part  of  the  way ;  conse- 
quently, the  deputy  was  left  in  sole  charge  of  the  prisoner. 
Having  been  so  completely  conquered,  and  afterwards  so 
kindly  treated  to  a  means  of  conveyance,  it  was  not  supposed 
that  she  would  become  treacherous  or  troublesome  on  the  way- 
But  Rose  Ann  was  not  to  be  won  by  any  such  evidences  of 
kindness,  so  long  as  she  was  subjected  to  the  humiliating  con- 
dition of  a  prisoner  for  no  fault  except  race  and  color.  She 
was  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  her  captors'  confidence,  and 
she  did.  A  short  time  after  the  sheriff  left  them, —  the  Doctor 
walking  a  few  steps  in  advance, —  Rose  Ann  suddenlj'  turned 
about  and  dashed  Jiomeward  on  a  full  gallop,  to  the  astonish- 
ment and  mortification  of  her  captor,  who  looked  aftei  her  a 
moment  without  any  decisive  purpose  what  to  do  about  it. 
But  he  concluded  to  pursue  her  at  all  events,  and  did  so  as 
rapidly  as  he  was  able.  On  the  way  he  found  his  pill  bags 
which  he  was  then  in  the  habit  of  carrying  with  him,  being  in 
the  practice  of  medicine;  they  had  bounded  off  in  the  extraor- 
dinary flight  of  the  captive.  After  a  mile  or  two  of  pursuit, 
the  Doctor  became  weary,  and  turned  in  for  the  night  at  the 
residence  of  John  Welch. 

Next  day  Rose  Ann  made  her  appearance  at  court  with 
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the  required  bond,  duly  signed  by  herself,  with  Thomas  Mc- 
Gregor (her  husband)  and  Amos  Strickland  as  sureties. 

Thus  ended  this  troublesome  case.  One  of  tlie  actors  in  the 
play  (which  we  may  properly  style  a  farce),  iu  relating  the  in- 
cidents of  the  capture,  says  that  he  felt  quite  conscientious  in 
the  ])erformance  of  his  duty,  believing,  as  the  great  apostle 
did  when  persecuting  the  church,  that  he  was  d(u'ng  God's 
service,  ihit  the  ])ersecuted  pair  did  not  remain  long  in  the 
neighhorhood.  It  was  supposed  by  some  that  McGregor's  in- 
terest in  his  ebony  spouse  was  of  a  pecuniaiy  character,  and 
tliat  his  intention  was  to  take  her  to  Missouri  for  sale;  yet, 
this  was  not  apparent,  in  his  attempt  to  settle  with  her  in  a 
free  state. 


■CHAPTEE  X. 

County  Revenue  — ^  Warrants  — •  Stationery  —  First  Coun- 
ty Seal  —  Buying  the  County  Seat  —  Building  Court 
Houses  —  Tue  First  Court  House  —  Precincting  the 
County  —  Road  Districts  —  First  Juries  —  First  Dis- 
trict Court — Boarding  Houses —  Sleeping  in  the  Court 
Room  —  A  Sketch  of  Judge  Williams.'^ 

Isaac  B.  Powers,  county  surveyor,  platted  the  town  of 
Knoxville  shortly  after  it  was  located.f  George  Gillaspy  was 
appointed  auctioneer  to  sell  lots,  and  the  first  sale  came  off  on 
the  21st  of  October,  18i5,  and  the  second  in  April,  181:6.  In 
those  days,  as  has  been  heretofore  stated,  money  was  far  from 
being  plentiful ;  besides,  the  prospect  of  speculation  in  town 
property  in  that  wild,  open  country,  liir  away  from  any  import- 
ant outlet  or  means  of  commu]iication,  was  not  encouraging, 
so  that  few  investments  were  made. 

The  proceeds  of  these  sah'S  were  immediately  absorbed  by 


*  Since  the  above  was  wi  itlcii,  wc  have  been  informed  of  the  death  df  .ludi^e  Williams, 
near  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  at;ed  nixty-nine  j'cars. 

•[■It  was  re-surveyed  in  Novombor,  l^ii),  by  Claiborn  llall,  who  wan  tlien  county  fiur- 
veyor,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  boiuc  inaccuracies  of  the  former  survey. 
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the  expenses  of  locatioDj  survej',  and  sales,  and  also  for  the 
erection  of  a  conrt  house,  the  need  of  wliich  was  now  being 
keenly  felt,  as  we  shall  further  notice  in  due  time.* 

Besides  the  sale  of  these  lots  there  was  no  other  sonrce  of 
revenue  till  about  the  close  of  1S4G,  or  during  the  winter  of 
384:0-7,  when  the  first  taxes  were  collected.  Previous  to' the 
organization,  the  county  had  been  assessed  by  authority  of 
Mahaska,!  and  the  legislature  had  authorized  the  officers  of 
that  county  to  collect  the  taxes  of  this  assessment  after  the 
separation,  which  the  citizens  of  Marion  persistently  and  suc- 
cessfully refused  to  pay.  There  was  then  but  little  real  estate 
taxable,  and  when  the  taxes  were  collected  at  the  date  men- 
tioned above,  they  amounted  to  the  small  sum  of  iliree  him- 
dred  dollars  ! 

At  about  this  time  the  .finances  of  the  county  were  found 
to  be  in  a  deplorably  embarrassed  condition.  Debts  .had  rap- 
idly accumulated  from  the  date  of  its  organization.  Three 
elections  had  been  held  during  this  time,  the  expenses  of 
which  were  paid  in  warrants,  till  these  promises  to  pay  had  so 
far  outJBgured  the  revenue  that  they  dwindled  away  to  the 
meagre  sum  of  thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents  to  the  dollar. 
In  tliese  the  count}^  officers  were  paid,  if  paid  at  all,  with  the 
slight  hope  that  they  w^uld  eventually  be  redeemed  at  their 
full  face.  The  salary  of  officers  then  being  nearly  the  same 
as  now,  there  could  be  little  to  prompt  aspirants  for  places 
aside  from  the  mere  honor  pertaining  thereto.  Indeed,  to  such 
a  strait  had  money  matters  come,  that  the  officers  were  com- 
pelled to  purchase  their  needed  stationery  on  credit,  at  exorbi- 
tant prices,  and  become  personally  responsible  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same.  The  board  of  commissioners  found  it  nec- 
essary to  send  to  Oskaloosa  for  one  quire  of  Ibolsca]),  a  bundle 


*0\viu>;  to  the  want  of  suitable  ofVi('.i>s,  the  comty  oltiocrs  kept  tlieir  boi)ks  and  per- 
formed their  oiTicial  work  at  tli(>ir  dwellings  ami  boardiny-houscs. 

fThis  assessment  was  made  in  (he  spring  of  LSI"),  as  the  law  then  direeted.  (^rcen  T. 
Clark,  who  had  been  cloeted  county  assessor,  not  liaving  any  otrudal  work  to  do,  wont 
away  on  business,  and  did  notrelurn  in  time  to  servt' in  the  next  .assessment.  tn:ori;o 
Giilaspy,  who  had  previously  applied  for  flu-  otheo  was  then  appointed  by  tlio  conunis- 
siohers,  and  assessed  the  county  in  the  sprin.;  of  ixUi. 
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of  qnills, —  steel  pens  had  not  conic  info  use  then, —  and  a  bot- 
tle of  ink;  but,  before  they  could  obtain  theni,  these  officers 
were  compelled  to  become  personally  responsible  for  tlig  debt, 
which  could  not  have  been  seriously  burdensome,  even  at 
a  period  of  financial  depression.  Many  of  these  warrants 
were  sold  to  shavers  to  pay  these  debts.  Those  who  bought 
these  warrants  made  a  profitable  investment  of  their  money, 
paying'  thirty-seven  and  a  half  to  forty  cents  per  dollar,  re- 
ceiving six  per  centum  on  thcu-  full  face,  till  the  ccamty  re- 
deemed them  at  par. 

An  official  seal  was  also  needed  by  the  board  of  commission- 
ers, and,  there  being  no  means  of  obtaining  one  specially  made 
for  the  purpose,  they  legalized  one  out  of  the  eagle  side  of  a 
twenty-five  cent  United  States  silver  coin.  AVith  a  stick  and 
mallet  an  impression  could  be  made  of  the  bird  of  liberty, 
which  nuirk  served  as  a  token  of  the  official  authority  of  that 
court.  The  first  seal  of  the  probate  court  was  the  eagle  side 
of  a  five  cent  coin. 

The  land  on  which  the  county  seat  was  located  was  occupied 
as  a  claim  by  L.  C.  Conrey.  There  were  no  improvements 
on  it,  except  the  cabin  that  was  required  to  liold  it;  but  so 
soon  as  the  location  was  made,  Mr.  C.  surrendered  his  title 
gratuitously  lor  the  l)enefit  of  the  county;  but  it  necessarily 
yet  remained  the  property  of  the  government.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  enough  funds  could  be  spared  from  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  to  enter  it  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
subject  to  entry  ;  but  such  was  the  all-prevailing  poverty  of 
both  town  and  county  that  two  hundred  dollars  could  not 
be  raised  for  that  pur})ose.  At  the  January  session  in  1S4T, 
the  commissioners  appointed  Thomas  l^'ollock  an  agent  to  bor- 
row the  money;  but,  owing  either  to  its  scarcity,  or  the  want 
of  confidence  in  the  financial  stability  of  the  the  county,  he 
fiailed  to  obtain  it.  In  this  emergency  a  Rev.  Mr.  Gibson  came 
to  the  rescue  with  a  land  warrant,  which  he  otfered  to  ap[)ly 
on  time;  but,  owing  to  some  obstruction,  of  the  nature  of 
of  which  the  author  is  not  intui-med,  the  warrant  could  not 
be  used.  At  length,  however,  Dr.  Weir,  a  resident  of  Fair- 
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field,  where  the  hind  was  subject  to  entry,  entered  it  on 
time,  find  thus  ended  the  strife,  securing  to  Marion  county,  in 
due  t.ime,  a  clear  title  to  her  shire  town. 

By  the  organizing  act,  Marion  county  was  added  to  tlie  sec- 
ond judicial  district,  and  the  first  term  of  the  district  court 
for  tlie  county  was  fixed  for  ]\[arch,  the  following  year.  But 
the  county  was  yet  without  any  kind  of  a  court  house,  except 
the  cabin  in  which  the  conimissioners  met,  described  in  an- 
otlier  place.  So  at  their  session  in  January,  184G,  that  body 
inaugurated  a  movement  toward  the  erection  of  a  temple  of 
justice.  To  this  end  they  authorized  their  clerk  to  receive  pro- 
posals for  a  building  twenty-four  by  thirty  feet  square,  two 
stories  high,  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  20th  of  ]\ray 
foUowini]^.  The  lowest  bidder  was  Lewis  M.  Pearce,  who  pro- 
posed to  do  the  job  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  His 
bid  was  accepted  on  the  29th  of  the  month,  and  he  immedi- 
ately cominenced  the  work.  The  heavy  frame  timbers  had  to 
be  culled  from  the  forest,  and  the  lumber  to  be  sawed,  and  all 
the  materials  conveyed,  much  of  them  from  a  distance  of 
several  miles,  to  the  building-ground.  All  this  labor  occupied 
much  more  time  and  money  than  was  stipulated  in  the  con- 
tract, and  the  building  was  not  completed  till  some  time  in 
autumn,  and  at  a  cost  to  the  county  of  a  little  more  than  six 
hundred  dollars.'-^ 

This  comparatively  temporary  structure  remained  in  use  as 
a  court  house  till  1S5S,  when  it  was  relieved  from  public  svv- 
\icQ  by  the  new  one.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  variously 
occupied;  part  of  the  time  the  upper  story  being  used  as  a 
printing  office,  from  which  the  Democratic  Standard  "  was 
issued,  and  part  of  the  time  as  a  private  dwelling.  In  June, 
ISGi,  it  was  sold  at  auction  by  order  of  the  board  of  supervi- 

*Mr.  Pearcc's  ooiiirant  wa.-;  oiily  for  tlio  wood-wdrk,  nnd  tlu'  oust  of  tlio  bnildiiv.r  in  ex- 
cess of  liis  bid  Wiis  for  plnstci'iii.i;  und  rmisliint:,  wliicli  was  nut  (.'oni plctr.l  till  sonic  limo 
In  ISlo.  This  coiTOctiou  was  niado  upon  information  rc»!oived  siuio  tiu;  above  wai<  writ- 
ten. 

The  lumber  for  this  coui  t  house  wa'^  sawed  by  Andrew  Foster,  at  his  tnill  near  tlio 
mouth  of  English  crock,  nine  miles  from  Knoxville.  l\Ir.  IVarco  took  the  frauiin.;  tim- 
ber from  his  claim  ou  Walnut  creek,  east  of  Athica,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Knox- 
viUe. 


1870.] 


PIONEERS  OP  ]\tAIilON  COUNTY. 


233 


sors,  and  was  purcbased  b}^  xV.  B.  Miller  for  nine  hundred  and 
twenty -eight  dollars,  and  is  still  liis  property.  It  still  stands 
where  it  was  first  erected,  opposite  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
Bcpiare,  and  part  of  the  lower  story  is  at  present  occupied  by 
B.  F.  Williams  as  a  marble  factory,  and  another  part  by  Knfiis 
Eldredge,  produce  dealer.  The  upper  story  is  occupied  by  a 
fiimily. 

The  new^  court  house  was  built  by  Steven  Woodruff,  at  a 
cost  to  the  county  of  nineteen  thousand  dollars.  It  is  a  sub- 
stantial two-story  brick  building,  seventy  by  forty-eio-ht  feet? 
with  an  entry  door  at  each  end,  and  a  hall  about  ten  feet 
wide  extending  between  each.  This  hall  is  flanked  on  either 
side  by  a  tier  of  rooms  a])propriated  to  the  various  county  offi- 
ces. Two  broad  stairways,  and  a  narrow  one  from  the  clerk's 
olllce,  lead  to  the  upper  story  or  court  room,  a  large  apart- 
ment, well  lighted,  and  furnished  with  seats  enough  to  ac- 
commodate four  hundred  persons.  This  house  stands  in  the 
center  of  a  well  enclosed  square,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  fine 
growth  of  young  cottonwoods. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  lSI-6,  the  first  district  court  convened- 
Joseph  Williams,  district  judge,  made  his  appearance  at  the 
time  specified  for  holding  court,  but,  as  we  have  said,  there 
was  no  place  worthy  the  name  of  court  house  in  which  to  hold 
it.  The  commissioners,  however,  had  made  such  temporary 
preparations  for  tlie  occasion  as  circumstances  permitted. 
There  was  a  hewed  log  house  in  the  neighborhood,  about  six- 
teen by  eighteen  feet  square,  owned  by  Dr.  Conrey,  tliat 
ofi'ered  the  best  if  not  the  only  prospect  i'ov  a  court  room.  This 
the  commissioners  purchased,  and  employed  George  W.  ITar- 
Bon  to  move  to  the  west  side  of  the  square,  near  where  Rea- 
ver's grocery  now  stands,  and  fit  up  for  the  purpose.  In  fur- 
ther preparation  for  this  important  event,  jurors  had  to  be  se- 
lected. To  do  this  in  the  order  prescribed  by  law,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  district  the  county  into  voting  precincts,  and  select 
from  each  the  number  of  jurors  in  proportion  to  its  number 
of  electors  supposed  or  known  to  be  mentally  qualilied  to  per- 
form the  service  of  jurors.  On^the  second  day  of  March  the»^e 
SO  "  * 
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precincts  were  described  and  niiined  as  follows.  For  the  sake 
of  convenience  we  abbreviate  from  the  original  record,  and 
also  place  the  name  before  the  description  :  — 

Lake  Precinct.  Town  7'7,  and  all  of  75  and  76,  range  18, 
north  of  the  Des  Moines  river;  election  at  the  liouse  of  Sam- 
uel Peters.  Judges  —  Samuel  Peters,  Asa  Koons,  and  Jacob 
C.  Brown." 

This,  it  will  be  observe<l,  included  what  is  now  Lake  Prairie 
township. 

''Bed  Rock.  Town.  77,  and  all  of  7G,  range  19,  north  of  the 
river,  and  all  of  77,  ranii^e  20,  east  of  tlie  old  Indian  boundary 
line,  and  north  of  the  river;  election  at  Robert  D.  Russell's. 
Judges  —  James  Chestnut,  Claiborn  Hall,  and  Reuben  Mat- 
thews." 

Tiiis  included  all  of  the  present  township  of  Summit,  part 
of  Polk,  and  about  one  tier  of  sections  off  the  east  side  of  Red 
Rock. 

Gopher  Prairie.  All  west  of  the  old  Indian  boundary  line 
and  north  of  the  river;  election  at  Asa  Ilughs's.  Judges  — 
Alfred  Yertrice,  Asa  Hughs,  and  Joshua  Lindsey." 

This  included  the  remainder  of  Red  iiock  township,  and  all 
of  Perry. 

'^Pleasant  Grove.  All  of  Marion- county,  and  the  attached 
portion  thereof  south  of  the  river  and  north  and  west  of  AVhite 
Breast  creek;  election  at  AVm.  Glenn's.  Judges — Wm.  M. 
Young,  John  P.  Glenn,  and  Wm.  Glenn." 

This  included  the  present  townshij)S  of  Union,  Swan,  and 
Pleasant  Grove,  parts  of  Polk,  Ivnoxville,  and  Franklin,  the 
north-west  corner  of  Dallas,  and  all  of  AYarren  county  lying 
between  the  above  named  sti'eams. 

''  KnoxDillc.  Town  75,  range  19,  and  all  of  76,  range  19, 
south  of  the  river,  and  east  and  south  of  White  l-Jreaat  creek, 
and  all  of  75  and  76,  range  20,  east  of  the  old  Indian  boun- 
dary line;  election  at  the  place  of  holding  district  court. 
Judges  —  Lawson  G.Terry,  Landon  Burch,  and  Moses  Long." 

This  included  the  larger  j)()rtion  ot"  Knoxville  township  and 
the  south-east  corner  of  Polk. 


I 


1870.] 


riONT:EKS  OF  MAKION  COUNTY. 


235 


JEnglish.  All  of  the  county  and  attached  portions  thereof 
west  of  the  old  Indian  boundary  lino,  and  south  and  east  of 
White  Bi-east  creek;  election  at  Wni.  Tibbet's.  Judges  — 
Wm.  Tibbet,  Elisha  B.  Ryan,  and  Samuel  Nicholson." 

This  included  what  is  now  tlie  south-west  and  some  of  the 
west  part  of  Knoxville  townsliip,  the  larger  portions  of  Wash- 
ington and  JDallas,  and  part  of  Warren  county. 

J2owid  Grove.  Town  74-,  range  19,  and  all  of  74,  range 
20,  east  of  the  old  Indian  boundary  line;  election  at  Alexan- 
der May's.  Judges  —  Alexander  May,  John  T.  Pierce,  and 
Jeremiah  Gullion." 

This  embraced  all  of  what  is  now  Indiana  township,  and 
about  one  and  a  half  tiers  of  sections  oif  the  east  side  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Cedar,  Town  74-,  range  18,  and  all  of  75,  range,  18  south 
of  the  river;  election  at  Jasper  Koons's.  Judg.e'^  —  Joseph 
Clark,  David  T.  Durham,  and  Francis  A.  Barker." 

This  embraced  all  of  Liberty  township,  and  all  of  Claj 
except  what  belongs  to  town  76,  range  IS."^" 

These  precincts  continued  in  use  until  the  pop^ilation  ren- 
dered smaller  divisions  necessary,  when  township  organiza- 
tions were  substituted  from  time  to  time,  with  numerous 
changes,  till  they  linally  assumed  the  geographical  phase 
shown  by  the  large  and  beautiful  map  of  the  county,  gotten 
up  by  Messrs.  Shirwood  and  Pyle,  in  1855.  These  township 
organizations  will  be  detailed  at  S(;me  length,  in  the  order  of 
date,  in  another  part  (»f  this  book. 

During  the  following  month  (Aj>i'il  14)  the  county  was  also 
divided  into  road  districts,  and  a  supervisor  a])pointed  for 
each.  Several  of  the  precincts  described  above  were  each 
constituted  a  road  district,  numbered  as  ibllows:  — 

No.  1.  Town  77,  range  18,  and  all  uf  7'),  range  IS,  north  of 


♦It  is  .apparent  that  tliis  point  was  entiivly  overlookecl  by  the  cominissioucrs  and  not 
ftSPi<ji;nocl  to  any  picrinct.    It  is  the  north-west  corner  of  elay. 

We  have  boon  jtarticular  in  thrso  descripiions  to  enable  tlio  rcadiM\  by  tlie  bolp  of  the 
map,  to  find  the  Ki<'!i'iti  s  of  tlicso  procinct^  ;ind  irc.  an  idea  of  thi-  civil  poo  \r:iphy  of 
tJio  county  at  that  dale.  Wc  hope  lha  details  will  not  be  decmod  loo  tedious  to  be  iuior- 
estinj. 
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a  line  rniiniiig  west  of  the  south-east  corner  of  section  12. 
Siij^}crinsoi\  Samuel  Peter. 

No.  2.  All  of  town  TG,  range  18,  south  of  a  line  running 
west  from  the  south-east  corner  of  section  12,  and  north  of  the 
river;  and  all  of  town  75,  range  18,  north  of  the  river.  Su- 
pervisor^ Wm.  Welch. 

No.  3.  Ked  Rock  precinct;  Supervhor^  Claiborn  Hall. 

No.  4.  *  Gopher  Prairie  precinct;  Supervisor^  Joshua  Lind- 
Bey. 

No.  5.  Pleasant  Grove  precinct ;  Supervisor^  Wm.  M. 
Young. 

No.  G.  Knoxville  precinct;  Supervisor^  Lewis  M.  Pierce. 

No.  7.  English  precinct ;  Supervisor^  Wm.  Tibbet. 

No.  8.  Pound  Grove  precinct ;  Supervisor^  David  Sweem. 

No.  9.  All  of  towns  75  and  7G,  range  18,  south  of  the  river; 
Sxipervisor^  John  Wise. 

No.  10.  Town  7-4,  range  18  ;  Su^jervisor^  Hugh  Glenn. 

As  has  already  been  noticed,  few  legally  established  roads 
then  existed,  and  comparatively  little  work  of  the  kind  was 
required  to  be  done,  which  may  account  for  the  size  of  the  dis- 
tricts. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  grand  and  petit  jurors 
impanneled  for  the  first  term  of  the  district  court,  March  loth, 
1846.  We  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  possible, 
who  of  the  number  still  live,  and  who  are  dead,  with  dates 
and  places,  which  we  append  to  the  list :  — 

GRAND  JUKORS. 

1.  Stanford  Dowdi^  foreman^  Wvq^  in  county; 

was  state  senator  from  that  county  in  1SG6  and  1867. 

2.  John  T3.  Hamilton  ;  lives  in  Texas. 

3.  Asa  Koous  ;  died  at  his  residence  in  Clay,  in  1847. 

4.  Wilson  Stanley ;  lives  near  Denver. 

5.  Samuel  Buffington  ;  moved  to  Alahaska  county. 

6.  Ed  Billoi)s;  weiit  to  California  in  1849. 

7.  Joseph  S.  West;  lives  in  Summit. 

8.  Osee  Matthews;  went  to  Idaho  in  18G7. 
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9.  James  Chestnut ;  died  on  liis  return  from  California  in 
18—. 

10.  Andrew  Storts;  lives  in  Marion  township, 

11.  John  P.  Glenn;  dead. 

12.  Conrad  Walters;  lives  in  Knoxville. 

13.  Alexander  May;  lives  in  Indiana  township. 
14:.  Thomas  Gregory;  died  in  Clay  in  1819. 

15.  Benajah  Williams  ;  died  in  Mahaska  county. 

PETIT  JURORS. 

1.  Jacob  C.  Brown;  lives  in  Monroe,  Jasper  county. 

2.  Nathan  Bass;  died  on  liis  wa}'  to  Califoinici,  in  18x9. 

3.  Granville  llendrix  ;  unknown. 

4.  George  Gillaspy;  lives  in  Ottumwa. 

5.  Claiborn  Hall ;  lives  near  Athens,  Illinois. 

6.  Alfred  Yertrice  ;  went  to  California. 

7.  John  Whitlatch  ;  lives  in  Indiana  township. 
*8.  Wm.  Buffiugton  ;  lives  in  Mahaska  county. 

9.  Wm.  Glenn;  dead. 

10.  Elijah  Wilcot;  dead. 

11.  Reuben  S.  Lowery ;  killed  in  Kansas  by  a  falling  tree. 

12.  David  Sweem ;  died  in  Indiana  township,  in  1867. 
This  court  convened  at  the  time  and  place  already  men- 
tioned. Judge  Joseph  Williams,  presiding  ;  also  attended  b}^ 
the  following  named  persons  as  attorneys :  Edward  II.  Thomas, 

prosecuting  attorney  ;  John  W.  Alley,   Bissell,  a  young 

lawyer,  who  was  afterwards  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Libertyville,  Jefferson  county,  where  he  died  in  1851,  Thomas 

Baker,  of  Oskaloosa,   ■  Calkin,    Gl''ay,    Peters, 

Henry  Temple,  and  E.  G.  Stantield.  The  latter  was  prosecut- 
ing attorney  at  the  second  term,  and  is  still  a  resident  of 
Knoxville. 

This  term  lasted  but  three  days,  during  which  all  the  cases 
on  the  very  limited  docket  wore  dis])osed  of,  the  history  of 
which  would  hardly  prove  of  sufficient  interest  to  repay  a  ]>e- 
rusal.  From  the  brief  records,  however,  we  (piote  —  Pnited 
States  V8.  Henry  Hall."    This  was  the  lirst  case  tried,  being 
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one  of  an  assault  and  hattery,  appealed  from  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  The  case  was  dismissed,  and  the  defendant  dischare^ed. 
The  second  case  reads  —  "United  States  F.  M.  Clipton; 
recognized  to  keep  the  peace,  and  discliaro-ed  on  paying  costs, 
amounting  to  seventeen  dollars  and  fourteen  and  three-quar- 
ters cents."  There  was  also  tried  an  appeal  from  the  Maliaska 
county  district  court,  a  civil  case,  in  which  "Edwai-d  II.  Thomas 
vs.  the  board  of  commissioners  of  Mahasha  count  v."  This 
was  the  same  Thomas  who  attended  as  prosecuting  attorney. 
Having  sued  for  attorney's  fees,  and,  Mahaska  county  being 
a  party,  he  could  hardly  expect  justice  from,  a  jury  of  that 
court,  and  appealed  his  case  to  that  of  Marion,  by  whom  he 
was  awarded  judgment  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars. 

As  there  were  no  jury  rooms  attached  to  the  temporary 
building  used  as  a  court  house,  the  jurors  were  compelled  to 
make  the  best  shift  that  circumstan(ies  allowed.  Ihe  grand 
jury  retired  to  the  residence  of  Dr.  Conrey,  a  small  linn  log 
cabin,  that  was  also  open  as  a  boarding-house;  whilst  the 
petit  jury  held  their  consultations  in  the  open  air,  at  a  conven- 
ient distance  from  the  court  house,  each  jury  being  attended 
by  a  bailiff. 

As  may  be  supposed,  attendants  at  court  were  subjected  to 
some  inconveniences,  consequent  to  the  lack  of  boarding  ac- 
commodations. Besides  the  boarding-house  kept  by  Dr.  Con- 
rey, there  was  another  place  of  entertainment  at  the  south-east 
corner  of  the  square,  dignified  with  lihe  name  of  tavern,  kept 
by  L.  M.  Pierce.  L.  W.  Babbitt  also  owned  a  house  in  town  to 
which,  in  due  time,  he  made  an  addition  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  boarders.  Yet,  in  these  limited  quarters,  beds  could 
not  be  su})plied  for  all  of  even  the  smallest  number  required 
to  compose  a  district  court,  which  could  not  have  been  less 
than  tliirt}^  persons,  not  counting  plaintiffs  and  defendants, 
with  their  array  of  attorneys  and  witnesses.  So  man}'  as 
could  be  fed  at  tables  and  lodged  in  comfortable  beds  were 
thus  cared  for,  much  to  their  satisl'action,  though  the  i;U'e  was 
not  epicurian  to  the  last  degree,  nor  even  sumptuous.  But, 
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for  the  surplus  number,  the  only  shift  was  to  take  what  is 
termed  in  steamboat  travel,  steera^jje,  or  deck  passage,  by 
bringing*  their  own  beds  and  victuals  with  them  ;  they  made 
the  court  liouse  iioor  their  camping  ground,  where  tliey  could 
enjoy  the  rough  ftire  quite  independent  of  the  restraints  of 
hotel  life  as  it  then  existed  in  Knoxville, 

In  those  days  men  wei'C  not  disposed  to  complain  of  the 
privations  incident  to  frontier  life.  Experience  had  taught 
them  to  I'egard  such  as  an  unavoidable  state  of  things,  and 
gave  them  no  choice  but  to  accept  of  them  as  cheerfully 
as  though  there  was  notliing  lacking.  The  evenings 
were  passed  with  a  cheerfulness  and  hilarity  peculiar  to 
frontier  life,  where  there  is,  usually,  comparative  freedom 
from  the  conventional  restraints  of  older  and  more  fashionable 
society.  Pecuniaril}^  and,  consequently,  socially,  men  were 
nearly  upon  an  equality.  Ignorance  was  no  bar  to. the  social 
circle,  though  there  was  then,  as  there  always  has  been,  and 
always  will  be,  a  material  difference  in  the  mental  attainments 
of  the  accepted  members  of  society.  Only  the  morally  de- 
based received  no  encouragement  to  participate  in  the  inter- 
change of  jest  and  merriment  that  constituted  much  of  the 
entertainment  of  the  company.  Men  could  play  pranks  upon 
eacli  other,  lire  volleys  of  sarcastic  wit  at  each  other,  and  jest- 
ingly make  each  other  the  subjects  of  ridicule,  without  causing 
an  open  rupture.  Then  they  could  change  the  programme  to 
stories,  anecdotes,  and  songs,  and  thus  restore  all  equanimity 
of  feeling  that  might  have  been  lost  in  the  rough  but  not 
offensive  badinage  that  had  been  exchanged.  If  these  social 
entertainments  were  made  more  or  less  lively  by  the  enliven- 
ing influence  of  a  spirit  called  by  the  Indians  sJxooti-ajypo  {^v(^- 
watei^  alias  whisky),  it  must  be  remembered  thatpo])ular  sen- 
timent had  not  yet  voted  the  custom  of  indulging  in  the  ardent 
a  crime.  AVhisky  could  be  easily  obtained,  was  com])aratively 
cheap,  and  was  more  generally  used,'-''  notwithstanding  which, 
beastly  drunkenness  wau  not  regarded  witli  favor. 


*Thou;j;h  the  above  sialoincnt  inuy  iiuiiiily  true,  Jiulcc  Willi.uus  was  lieard  to  romnrk, 
much  to  the  <TOilit  of  those  who  ulKMidcd  Iho  first  district  ooiirt,  thjil  it  was  the  fir.st 
court  lie  had  ever  held  where  whifky  liad  not  preceded  him. 
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Thus,  these  men  eonld  pai'lake  of  a  supper  of  cold  corn- 
dodgers and  meat  with,  perliaps,  the  addition  of  baked  beans, 
or  a  tart  made  of  some  kind  of  wild  fruit,  and  then,  after  a 
time  spent  in  social  confab,  stretch  themselves  upon  their  straw 
cots  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  h'ttle  court  room,  and  compose 
tliemselves  to  sleej)  witii  the  hap])j  contentedness  unsurpassed, 
if  even  equalled,  by  that  obtained  from  the  sumptuous  f\ire  of 
a  first-class  hotel.  ' 

In  the  presence  of  Judge  AVilHams  at  one  or  the  other  of 
the  boarding-houses,  these  pastimes  were,  if  possible,  less  irk- 
some to  the  company.  With  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wit, 
humor,  and  nnisic,  he  was  at  no  loss  for  means  of  amusement, 
and  took  much  delight  in  affording  it.  As  the  Judge  was  a 
somewhat  noted  character,  more  particularly  for  eccentricity 
than  for  legal  attainments  —  though,  we  believe,  he  had  the 
reputation  of  being  a  good  judge  —  we  deem  it  proper. to  close 
this  chapter  with  a  brief  sketch  of  him. 

With  regard  to  his  history  we  know  but  little,  either  previ- 
ous to  the  time  at  which  we  are  writing,  or  since.  At  that 
time  lie  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  worn  the  ermine 
many  years.  In  a  territorial  act  fixing  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict courts,  ap})roved  January,  1839,  we  find  his  name  as  ap- 
pointee over  what  was  then  called  the  second  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Louisa,  Muscatine,  Cedar,  Johnson, 
and  Slaughter.  He  was  a  person  of  remarkably  good  conver- 
sational povvers,  and  delighted  in  telling  anecdotes.  His  mu- 
sical talent  was  much  above  the  average,  both  for  vocal  and 
instrumental.  Often,  after  delivering  a  temperance  lecture,"^ 
full  of  eloquence,  and  interspersed  with  humorous  passages, 
he  would  sing  a  favorite  song  called  "Little  Billy  Peal,"  with 
an  effect  seldom  surpassed,  calling  up  an  applause  of  such 
hearty,  boisterous  delight  as  has  seldom  greeted  a  star  actor. 
He  was  master  of  most  musical  instruments,  but  for  drawing 
tunes  out  of  that  sweetest  toned  of  all,  "  the  fiddle  and  the 


♦Jiulpi.;  WillianiH  lectured  on  teinpernnoe  at  Osknloosa  during  the  first  sess'ion  of  court 
Uicre,  und  was  the  first  person  that  organized  ii  teniborance  society  in  tlic  frontier  coun- 
ties. 
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bow,"  he  was  particularly  distinguished  in  this  attainment. 
In  addition  to  his  vocal  talent  as  a  singer,  he  possessed  that 
wierd,  m^'sterioiis  power  of  using  his  voice  as  a  ventriloquist, 
ij,nd  could  imitate  the  cry  of  various  hinds  of  animals  so  cor- 
rectl}^  that  the  uninitiated  could  not  fail  being  deceived.  He 
would  sometimes  imitate  the  squalling  of  a  belligerDnt  cat 
to  the  great  alarm  and  mystification  of  the  ladies,  who  could 
neither  discover  the  brawlers  nor  learn  from  whence  the  noise 
came. 

At  this  point  we  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  couple  of  anec- 
dotes bearing  upon  his  notoriety  as  a  musician  :  — 

Many  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  a  convention  at  Iowa 
City,  in  the  interest  of  a  proposed  railroad  from  Muscatine  to 
that  place,  Judge  Williams  and  Le  Grand  Byington  were  in 
violent  opposition  to  each  other  upon  some  points  of  which  we 
are  not  informed,  nor  does  it  niatter,  so  far  as  the  interest  of 
this  sketch  is  concerned.  After  the  convention,  a  young  ama- 
teur in  the  art  of  drawing  produced  a  caricature  representing 
Joe  Williams  seated  astride  an  enormous  bull  playing  a  clar- 
ionet. The  bull  was  on  the  railroad,  with  tail  erect  and  head 
down,  pawing  up  the  dirt,  and  prepared  to  combat  the  further 
progress  of  a  locomotive  which  was  close  upon  him,  upon 
which  was  Le  Grand  Bj'ingtoii  as  engineer,  and  from  the 
whistle  of  which  ascended  the  words,  "Music  hath  charms, 
but  cannot  soothe  a  locomotive." 

On  another  occasion,  being  that  of  an  election  of  supreme 
judge  and  United  States  senator  by  the  state  senate.  Judge 
Williams  was  before  the  democratic  caucus  for  the  former, 
and  George  W.  Jones  (sotnetimes  called  Nancy  Jones,  and 
known  as"  a  dancing  master),  for  the  latter  place.  Their  com- 
petitors of  the  same  party  were  C.  Hastings,  formerly  presi- 
dent of  the  territorial  council,for  the  judgeship,  and  Judge  John- 
son, of  Lee  county,  for  the  senate.  These  last  mimed  gentlemen 
were  at  Iowa  City  just  ])revi()us  to  the  time  of  election,  labor- 
ing earnestly  with  the  members  (>f  the  senate  to  secure  their 
choice.  ])Ut  at  the  caucus,  which  came  oil'  ihiring  the  night 
preceding  the  day  of  election,  it  was  decided  to  elect  Williams 
31 
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and  Jones.  When  this  decision  bccnme  known  to  the  disap- 
pointed aspirants,  Jolmson  and  Hastings,  tliey  were  greatly 
disgusted  at  the  want  of  discriinination  on  the  ])art  of  the  cau- 
cus. Witli  this  view  of  the  case,  they  regarded  their  own  de- 
feat as  decidedly  humiliating,  and,  under  the  heat  of  wine, 
retired  together  to  condole  A\'ith  each  other  ovei-  their  niisfor- 
tune.  Arm  in  arm  they  walked  to  and  fro,  uttering  wailing 
complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated  by 
the  party.  ^'Johnson,"  said  Hastings,  by  Vv^ay  of  consolation 
to  his  companion,  I  am  aware  that  your  case  is  pretty  hard  ; 
but  it's  not  half  so  hard  as  mine.  You  w^ere  beaten  by  a 
dancing-master  and  a  gentleman  ;  but  I  was  beaten  by  a 

d  d^  fiddler!" 

But  we  hardly  dare  to  close  this  chapter  without  relating  an 
instance  of  his  peculiar  power  as  a  ventriloquist.  It  occurred 
during  the  first  term  of  the  district  court  at  Knoxville.  Most 
of  those  attending  court  then  boarded  at  Babbitt's  ;  and  it  so 
happened  that  one  night  the  little  boarding-house  was  so  full 
that  it  was  barely  possible  for  all  to  find  sleeping  room.  The 
Judge,  with  lawyers  Ivnapp,  Wright,  and  Olney,  were  sup- 
plied with  beds  in  the  lower  story,  whilst  the  jurors  and  nu- 
merous other  attendants  found  I'oom  to  stretch  themselves  on 
the  loose  upper  floor,  using  blankets,  coats,  and  whatever  else 
they  had  provided  for  beds.  When,  after  much  ado,  they  had  all 
got  settled  down  for  a  nap,  they  were  suddenly  startled  by 
the  terriffic  squawling  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  couple  of 
tom-cats  in  mortal  combat  in  the  room.  Instantly  all  hands 
were  up  and  in  search  of  the  sup])osed  disturbers  ;  but  no 
cats  could  be  found,  and  the  sur})rised  boarders  returned  to 
their  beds  without  any  very  satisfactory  conjectures  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  the  nocturnal  brawlers.  But  they  had 
hardly  composed  themselves  again  for  rest,  when  the  loud 
and  boisterous  growling  and  snaj^ping  of  a  couple  of  belliger- 
ent bull-dogs,  apparently  in  their  very  midst,  brought  them 
all  up  standing.  And  then  followed  an  uproar  such  as  lan- 
guage could  convey  but  an  indistinct  idea  of — the  d()gs  main- 
taining the  combat  with   mingled  growling,  barking,  and 
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whining,  and  the  men  endeavoring,  with  all  tlie  noise  they 
could  make,  to  oust  tliem  from  the  room.  How  tliey  came 
to  be  there  was  a  wonder,  indeed  ;  but  the  evidence  of  their 
presence  was  too  unmistakable  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  even  in 
the  total  darkness.  Presently  the  figlit  ceased,  and  with  that 
the  general  uproar  abated.  Then  came  a  solution  of  the 
mystery.  The  Judge  and  lawyers  could  no  longer  restrain 
their  merriment  at  the  expense  of  the  frightened  and  mystified 
lodgers  up  stairs,  but  let  it  come  in  a  gush  of  laughter,  that 
quickly  reminded  some  of  the  company  that  the  Judge  was  a 
ventriloquist,  and  had  undoubtedly  just  played  tliem  one  of 
bis  mysterious  tricks.  But  so  far  from  being  offended  at  it, 
they  took  a  sensible  view  of  its  ludicrousuess,  and  all  joined 
heartily  in  the  laugh. 


CHAPTER  XL 

List  of  County  Commissioners,  Probate  Judges,  County 
Judges,  and  County  Supervisors. 

Before  closing  the  political  history  of  our  county,  it  would 
be  proper  to  give  a  list  of  some  of  the  officers  who  were 
elected  subsequently  to  the  first  whose  names  have  already 
been  given. 

It  was  stated  that  when  the  term  of  the  first  board  of  count}^ 
commissioners  had  expired,  the  terms  of  the  succeeding  mem- 
bers were  regulated  by  the  comparative  number  of  votes  polled 
for  each  at  the  election  by  which  they  were  chosen.  As  three 
were  required  to  constitute  the  board,  it  was  enacted  that  the 
one  who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  at  the  regular 
election  in  August,  1846,  should  serve  three  years,  the  next 
highest  two,  and  the  lowest  one,  so  that  a  new  member  would 
be  elected  yearly.  After  the  county  was  divided  into  com- 
missioners' districts,  as  has  been  described,  a  member  was 
elected  from  one  or  another  of  these  districts  yearly,  so  that 
no  district  elected  a  commissioner  oftener  than  once  in  three 
years,  tliurf  keo]ung  a  quorum  of  two  experienced  members 
constantly  in  oflice. 
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At  the  first  regular  election,  Hugh  Glenn  an^l  Samuel  Tib- 
bett  V.  ere  elected  to  fill  tlie  places  of  Conrad  Walters  and  'Wm. 
"Welch,  David  Durham  holding  over  another  year. 

August,  Thomas  Pollock  in  place  of  Mr.  Durham. 

August,  18-lS,  Martin  I^eel,  in  place  of  Hugh  Glenn.  . 

August,  ISiO,  Miles  Jordan,  in  place  of  Thomas  Pollock. 

August,  1850,  James  IsL  Brous,  in  place  of  Samuel  Tibbet. 

In  1851  the  commissioner  system  was  abolished  and  sub- 
stituted by  the  office  of  county  judge,  as  will  be  further  no- 
ticed after  we  have  given  a  list  of  probate  judges ;  as  fol, 
lows :  — 

September,  1845  (sepecial  election),  Francis  A.  Barker. 
August,  181:7,  Claiborn  IlalL 
August,  18±9,  Thomas  Collins. 
August,  1850,  Warren  D.  Everett. 

In  1851  the  offices  of  probate  judge  and  county  commis- 
sioners were  abolished  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  both 
merged  into  that  of  county  judge,  and  the  following  is  a  list 
from  that  to  the  present  date  :  — 

Joseph  Brobst,  elected  August,  1851 ;  re-elected  in  1853. 

P.  M.  Frush,  elected  August,  1855  ;  re-elected  in  1857,  and 
held  the  office  till  January  1,  1861. 

Wm.  B.  Young,  elected  October  1861 ;  re-elected  October, 
1863,  and  held  the  office  till  January,  1866. 

Joseph  Brobst,  elected  October,  1865  ;  re-elected  October, 
1867,  and  held  the  office  till  January,  1869,  when  the  office 
was  repealed'''"  and  substituted  by  that  of  circuit  judge. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  the  office  of  county  supervisor 
was  created  to  assume  the  duties  previously  performed  by  the 
county  judge.  One  member  elected  from  each  township  con- 
stituted a  board  of  supervisors.  The  tirst  board  was  elected 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1860,  and  held  their  first 
session  on  the  first  JMonday  of  January  following. 


*  By  tliia  act  Jud^o  Brobst  vvtis  appointed  cx-oilirio  auditor  tiU  Jiinuary  1,  1S70. 
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John  B.  Hamilton  was  then  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and, 
by  virtue  of  this  office,  was  also  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors. 

The  first  business  of  the  board  was  to  "regulate  the  ternis  of 
its  members,  so  that  half  the  number  should  be  limited  to  one 
year,  and  the  other  half  to  two  years ;  but  as  there  wei'c  fif- 
teen members,  the  odd  number  was  placed  in  the  list  of  short 
terms.  The  clerk  prepared  the  ballots,  and  the  members 
drew  as  follows  :  — 


TOWNSHIPS. 

TERMS. 

uobepu  JDiuubt, 

i\  iir>x  villp 

2 

years. 

Win.  p.  Cowman, 

Perry, 

1 

year. 

D.  F.  Smith, 

Franklin, 

1 

u  . 

H.  K.  Clingman, 

Dallas, 

1 

a 

Wra.  Plain, 

Union, 

2 

years. 

Geo.  AY.  Martin, 

Polk, 

'2 

u 

Daniel  Sherwood,  . 

Indiana, 

2 

a 

John  F.  Baldwin, 

Summit, 

1 

year. 

Edwin  Baker, 

Bed  Rock, 

2 

years. 

Joseph  Clark, 

Clay, 

1 

year. 

J.  B.  Davis, 

Liberty, 

2 

years. 

E.  F.  Grafe, 

Lake  Prairie, 

2 

Bromfield  Lonpj, 

"Washington, 

1 

year. 

J.  A.  Logan, 

Swan, 

1 

u 

J.  Thorn  burg. 

Pleasant  Grove, 

1 

Our  limits  will  hardly  permit  a  full  list  of  all  the  county 
officers  who  were  elected  and  served  from  1845  to  the  present 
date;  nor  do  we  deem  such  a  list  of  much  historical  import- 
ance in  a  work  more  especially  designed  to  record  the  early 
history  of  the  county.  Hence,  we  have  named  the  incum- 
bents of  such  offices  as  seemed  to  be  of  leading  importance 
in  the  transaction  of  county  affairs;  and  what  relates  to  them 
or  others  of  noteworthy  interest,  later  than  1S4S,  will  appear 
iu  an  appendix.  We,  therefore,  proceed  with  the  more  legiti- 
mate thread  of  our  narrative. 


•t.,    -  -Mil 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

ALkgal  Mistake  —  Brief  Sketch  of  Ltsandef.^  W.  Babbitt 
—  First  Post  Office  at  Ivnoxville — "Lake  Prairie"  P. 
.  O.  —  Inconvenience  of  jVIail  Facilities  —  A  Historical 
Incident  —  Secitoning  the  Lands — First  Land  Entered 
— Des  Moines  Piver  Land  —  Fowler  Lands. 

At  the  SGCoiid  terra  of  the  district  court,  a  circumstcincc  oc- 
curred, sliglitly  embarrassing  to  the  few  criminal  prosecutions 
that  came  before  it  through  the  findings  of  the  grand  jury, 
which  occurred  in  this  wise:  It  was  the  business  of  the 
commissioners  to  select  the  jurors,  and,  after  the  proper  num- 
ber was  drawn  by  the  sheriff,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to 
certify  to  the  list.  In  this  instance  L.  W.  Babbitt,  wlio,  we 
should  have  stated,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  district  court 
by  the  judge,  at  the  first  term,  instead  of  designating  that  ofiice 
in  his  signature  to  the  certificate  of  jurors,  signed  himself 
"Ex-ofiicio  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners." 
This  was  right  so  far  as  it  went,  but  in  consequence  of  not 
adding  "  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,"  it  was  decided  by  that 
court  that  such  a  signature  amounted  to  no  legal  signature  at 
all;  that  the  jurors  were  not  legally  drawn  ;  that  tliey  were 
not  jurors,  and  that  their  doings  were  null  and  void.  So,  all 
the  indictments  made  out  by  that  jury  were,  to  use  a  phrase 
common  in  legal  proceedings,  quaslied.  It  is,  however,  due 
to  Mr.  B.  to  state  that  the  error  was  not  intentional.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  secure  new  indict- 
ments, it  is  safe  to  judge  that  the  cases  were  of  no  vital  im- 
portance. 

As  the  career  of  Mr.  Babbitt,  connected  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  Marion  county,  may  appear  somewhat  conspicuous, 
and  as  his  name  may  not  be  mentioned  in  any  future  part  of 
this  work,  we  here  take  occasion  to  give  what  little  we  know 
relative  to  Iiis  history.'^' 


*  Wo  wrolo  lo  Mr.  B.  for  infonniitiuu  on  this  point,  luit  I'lilinix  to  obtain  an  iinswor,  w» 
arc  dopondent  upon  other  BourcoH  for  these  uieagrt;  and,  ix>rliaps,  inaccuraio  nccuunis. 
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He  was  born  in  the  state  of  I^ew  York  about  1810,  came  to 
Iowa  at  an  early  day,  and  was  a  citizen  of  Burlington  in  1810, 
where  he  worked  at  the  business  of  gunsmith,  and  also  held 
some  office.  In  1812  he,  witli  two  others,  went  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  Des  Moines  river  on  a  trapping  expedition, 
where  they  remained  during  the  winter.  On  their  return  in 
the  spring,  as  they  were  descending  the  river  in  a  canoe,  they 
were  robbed  of  most  of  their  furs  by  the  Indians.  On  the 
first  of  Ma}^,  1813,  they  landed  at  what  is  now  Coalport, 
where  Babbitt  remained  long  enough  to  take  a  claim,  embrac- 
ing the  present  site  of  the  village  and  the  bluffs  below  it,  con- 
taining inexhaustible  beds  of  coal. 

Having  secured  his  claim,  Mr.  B.  repaired  to  Burlington 
for  his  Avife,  and  was  surprised  to  find  her  in  mourning  for 
him,  and  preparing  to  sell  his  property,  with  the  view  of  re- 
turning to  her  former  home.  The  report  had  reached  her 
some  time  previously  that  he  had  ])een  murdered  by  the  In- 
dians, and  his  failing  to  return  w^ithin  a  reasonable  time 
seemed  to  confirm  this  report  beyond  a  doubt.  He  concluded, 
however,  not  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  property,  but  took  the 
matter  into  his  own  hands,  and  soon  after  moved  to  his  claim. 
Here  he  fitted  up  a  temporary  shop  where  he  emj^loyed  him- 
self in  repairing  guns,  sharpening  plow-shears,  and  doing  other 
jobs  in  the  smith  trade,  till  he  was  called  to  the  clerkships 
already  mentioned. 

He  is  described  as  a  person  of  small  stature,  active  move- 
ments, prepossessing  manners,  quick  apprehension,  and  reten- 
tive memory.  He  was,  evidently,  ambitious  of  political  pro- 
motion, for  which  his  energy  and  talents  fitted  him,  and  car- 
ried him,  to  some  extent.  During  his  official  term  at  Ivnox- 
ville  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  so  far  mastered  the  rudi- 
ments of  that  profession,  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1817.  In  181G  he  was  appointed  the  first  postnuister  at  Xnox- 
"ville,  and*  his  commission  authorized  him  to  give  out  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  to  Oskaloosa  and  back  once  a  week,"^' 


*David  Durham  took  this  coni  ract,  cxtcndiiiL;  I'rom  July  1st,  IS li"'.  to  .Inly  1st,  ls:.0. — 
four  years.  ]Ie  commenced  in  June,  iuxl  made  two  trips  during  thai  niontli  ;;raluiiouttly, 
Au  the  department  did  uot  commouco  paying  till  July. 


'1  ?>Ai  !:HiiV- 
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but  it  was  not  till  some  time  in  June  of  that  year  that  the  first 
mail  arrived,  and  tlie  office  was  opened  at  i3abbitt's  house. 
He  hckl  the  office  till  1841), -when  lie  was  succeeded  by  James 
M.  Walters.  In  1853  lie  left  the  county, and  is  at  present 
editor  of  the  (  hune/'l  lUnifs  B(f(jh\  which  instrument  he  blows 
vigorously  in  the  interests  of  hiS  party.  Since  his  resideUce 
there  he  lias,  several  times,  represented  Fottawatamie  county 
in  the  state  legislature. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at 
Knoxville,  one  had  been  estaljlished  on  Lake  Pj-airie,  and 
called  by  that  name.  Augustus  Blair  received  a  commission 
as  postmaster  here,  but.  failing  to  qualify,  David  T.  Durham 
circulated  a  petition  asking  for  the  appointment  of  Wm.  Stan- 
ley. This  was  after  the  estal_)lishment  of  the  })Ost  route  be- 
tween Oskaloosa  and  Knoxville,  passing  this  office.  In  due 
time  Mr.  S.  received  his  comnn'ssion,  and  retained  it  till  he 
sold  to  the  Hollanders  and  moved  to  lied  liock,  in  1847, 
when  A.  B.  Miller  took  charge  of  the  office  till  it  was  moved 
to  Bella,  during  the  winter  of  1847-8. 

In  relation  to  offices  established  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty, see  history  of  the  townships. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  these  offices,  mail  facilities 
were  so  inconvenient  that  the  people  of  Marion  county  were 
comparatively  isolated  I'rom  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  near- 
est post  office  was  at  Oskaloosa,  a  distance  of  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  miles,  which  precluded  all  thought  of  regular  or  frequent 
correspondence  by  mail.  Only  the  most  urgent  necessity  in- 
duced a  settler  to  suflcr  the  delay  and  expense  of  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  post  office,  though  the  difficulty  was  some- 
times slightly  obviated  by  the  chance  of  sending  by  persons 
passing  and  re-passing  to  mill,  or  on  some  other  business. 
Otherwise,  no  matter  how  desirous  the  recent  immigrant 
miirht  be  to  soften  the  loneliness  of  his  condition  in  a  wilder- 
ness  so  remote  frum  the  friends  and  scenes  <>t'  his  nalivity,  to 
hoar  from  them  at  regular  intervals,  even  once  a  month,  the 

*IIc  received  the  tippointmeut  of  register  of  laud  oHicc  at  Council  iJlutls,  under  Prcsi- 
deut  Pierce. 
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distance  to  the  post  oflice  was  found  to  be  nearly,  if  not  qnite, 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  thereto.  Therefore,  the  establisli- 
ment  of  means  of  regular  mail  communication  within  the 
county  was  regarded  as  next  in  importance  to  that  of  conven- 
ient milling  privileges.  It  was  like  opening  a  prison  door 
temporarily  closed  against  intei'course  with  ihe  outside  World  ; 
and,  after  being  so  deprived,  no  people  liad  better  cause  to  ap- 
preciate this  one  great  blessing  of  a  civil  government. 

At  the  convention  whicli  came  olf  at  Iowa  City  in  164G,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  formation  of  the  first  state  constitution, 
preparatory  to  our  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  John 
Conrey,  of  Knoxville,  was  our  chosen  delegate,  representing, 
besides  Marion,  the  counties  of  Jasper,  Jowa,  Poweshiek,  War- 
ren, Polk,  and  all  the  territory  attached  to  them  within  the 
bounds  of  the  purchase.  jSTo  convention  had  been  held  for 
the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates  to  be  elected  to  this 
office,  but  they  were  chosen  by  the  common  consent  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  opposing  parties.  Pev.  James  L. 
Warren,  also  of  Marion,  was  chosen  by  the  whigs.  J3uring 
the  canvass,  I.  C.  Curtis,  also  a  whig  at  that  time,  not  seeming 
favorably  disposed  towards  the  choice  of  his  paily,  announced 
himself  as  a  candidate,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  few  votes, 
by  which  Warren  was  defeated,  Conrey  being  elected  by  a 
majority  of  about  ten.  After  tliis,  Curtis  became  identified 
with  the  democratic  party.  We  record  this  as  a  historical  in- 
cident that  it  seems  hardly  proper  to  omit,  and  not  intending 
it  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  reputation  of  Mr,  Curtis,  who  is  now 
a  citizen  of  a  distant  state. 

We  now  proceed  to  a  brief  record  of  the  sectionizing  and  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  county.  We  regret  that  our  intbr- 
mation  on  these  sul)jects  is  comparatively  limited,  lor  we 
would  take  ])leasure  in  giving  the  amount  surveyed  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  amount  eritcred  the  tirst  year  at'ter  the  sales 
commenced.  The  county  was  sect  ionized  by  ranges,  liange 
IS,  and  the  north  hajf  of  11),  was  sectioniztMl  tlui-ing  the  win- 
ter of  181G-7,  and  th<^  i-einaindrr  of  the  county  at  (iill'erent 
dates.  The  soutli  ludt*  of  the  county  was  assigned  to  the  Pair- 
32 
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field  land  district,  and  the  north  half  to  that  of  Iowa  City. 
The  first  land  oiiered  ibr  salo  was  tliar  first  snrveyed  and  the 
first  entered  in  this  tract,  and,  conse(inently,  the  first  in  the 
county  was  section  21),  town  74:  (Lihei'ty  township),  range  18, 
by  Josiah  Brobst,  in  May,  184:7.  TJie  claimants  were  not 
generally  prepared  to  enter  their  lands  as  fast  as  they  dame 
into  market,  and  it  was  not  till  some  time  in  1848  that  any 
considerable  amount  was  taken  up  ;  and  it  was  at  this  critical 
period  that  the  greatest  antagonism  existed  between  the 
claimants  and  buyers,  some  accounts  of  which  have  been 
given.  But  soon  after  these  troubles  subsided,  and  the  fertili- 
ty of  the  soil  and  the  beauty  of  the  country  became  known  to 
some  extent,  and  local  conveniences  were  established,  ])opula- 
tion  poured  in,  and  the  lands  were  rapidly  taken  up.  lJut  the 
greatest  increase  of  population  by  innnigration  was  between 
the  years  1850  and  1855,  after  which  little  choice  land  re- 
mained in  possession  of  the  government.  Tn  1860  there  was 
none. 

At  the  present  time,  some  small  tracts  contiguous  to  the 
Des  Moines  river  are  owned  by  the  state,  being  remnants  of 
what. was  donated  by  the  government  to  be  expended  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  that  stream.  A  brief  history  of  this 
ill-fated  entei'prise  may  not  be  out  of  jfiace  here:  — 

By  an  act  of  congress,  dated  August  Sth,  1846,  every  alter- 
nate section  of  the  public  lands  on  each  side  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  within  five  miles  of  it  (except  the  sixteen  of  any  town- 
ship coming  within  the  tract),  was  granted  to  the  state  for  the 
purpose  above  stated.  This  grant  was  all  made  within  the 
bounds  of  the  new  purchase,  and  extended  west  as  far  as  Fort 
Des  Moines,  which  was  deemed  to  be  at  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion. 

A  survey  of  this  river  had  been  made  by  Samuel  K.  Curtis 
and  others,  and  slack-water  navigation  by  dams  and  locks,  on 
the  principle  of  those  used  in  canals,  v.-as  thought  ])racticable 
to  facilitate  the  floating  of  steamboats  when  otherwise  the 
water  woidd  be  too  sliallow  for  th;it  pur])t^se  during  the  dry 
season  ;  and  the  enterprise  was  not  only  regarded  practicable, 
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but  protitable  as  a  means  of  commerce  in  reaching  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  Des  Moines  valley,  who.se  fcrtilit}''  betokened 
an  abundance  in  due  time,  and,  also,  of  i-eaching  the  coal  that 
was  known  to  exist  in  the  banks  and  in  tlie  vicinity  of  that 
stream,  and  the  beautiful  red  building-stone  near  Red  Hock. 

In  the  Vv'inter  of  184G-7  the  legislatui'e  took  charge  of  the 
grant,  and  fixed  the  minimum  price  of  the  lands  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  except  what  was  alread}^  ])re-empted,  and  nuide 
so  much  of  it  as  was  included  in  ]\[arion  county  subject  to 
pre-emption  in  the  spring  of  IS-iS,  which  was  some  time  pre- 
vious to  that  fixed  for  public  sale.  But  this  law  not  meeting 
with  general  approval,  or  failing  to  elfect  its  desired  jnirpose, 
was  repealed  at  the  next  session  (1848-9),  and  the  price  re- 
duced to  its  original  standard. 

In  1S4S  the  first  board  of  public  works  was  elected,  consist- 
ing of  a  president,  secj-etary  and  treasui-er,  w-ho  had  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  proposed  undertaking.  The  members 
of  the  board  were:  Hugh  W.  Sauiple,  president;  Charles 
Corkery,  secretary ;  and  Paid  Bratten,  treasurer.  They  ap- 
pointed Col.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  engineer,  who  made  a  survey 
of  the  river,  and  located  points  for  the  several  dams.  During 
the  year  following  a  new  board  was  elected,  consisting  of  Col. 
Wm.  Patterson,  president,  Col.  Jesse  Williams,  secretary,  and 
George  Gillaspy,  treasurer ;  and  they  appointed  Guy  Wells, 
of  Keokuk,  engineer,  in  1850.  lu  1851-2  the  legislature  re- 
pealed the  act  enabling  the  election  of  a  board,  and  authorized 
the  governor  to  appoint  a  commissioner  and  register  instead. 
In  accordance  with  this  law.  Gen.  Y.  P.  Van  Antwerp  was 
appointed  conn'ssioner,  and  George  Gillaspy,  register ;  but  Mr. 
G.  declined  serving,  and  Paul  C.  Jefi'ries  w\as  appointed.  In 
1868-1-  these  officers  were  made  elective  b}^  the  people,  and 
Josiah  H.  Banny  was  elected  conimissioner,  and  George  Gil- 
laspy, register.  Two  years  later,  Edwin  Manning  was  elected 
comnnssioner,  and  Wm.  Drake,  register;  and  at  the  close  of 
their  term,  the  whole  thing  was  turned  over  to  the  care  and 
keeping  of  a  iNew  York  company.  lUit,  as  the  enterprise  was 
finally  alxmdoned,  al'ter  much  of  the  grant  had  been  s^juau- 
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deved  in  the  pretended  erection  of  locks  and  dams  at  various 
points,  wliat  remained  went  back  to  the  state,  and  was  appro- 
priated to  the  bulUlini]^  of  a  portion  of  the  Des  AFoines  A^alley 
■Railroad.  Only  one  dam  was  located  ,  in  Marion  county,  at 
Rousseau,  where  a  large  quantity  of  rock  was  blasted  in  prep- 
aration for  its  erection;  and  the  excavation  in  tlie  cliff,  on' the 
south  side  of  the  river,  and  the  loose  boulders  thrown  from  it, 
will  long  remain  a  mark  of  a  project  w^ild  enough  in  its  con- 
ception, but  better  calculated  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of 
certain  individuals. 

From  the  first,  many  settlers  had  little  confidence  in  the 
enterprise;  and,  as  the  lands  appropriated  were  mostlj^  tim- 
bered, and  without  any  resident  agents  to  look  after  them, 
the  timber  was,  in  numerous  instances,  freely  used  for  fencing 
and  building  purposes,  thus  more  directly  serving  the  purpose 
that  nature  originally  designed  it  for.  Little,  if  any  of  these 
lauds  now  remain  unclaimed  by  individuals. 

One  or  two  instances  of  extensive  land  monopolies  seem 
worthy  of  mention  in  this  connection. 

At  an  early  day,  WilUiam  D.  Ewing  entered  several  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  in  the  state,  a  portion  of  which  was  located 
in  this  county,  principally  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  Des 
Moines  and  Skunk  rivers.  Some  of  this  is  now  occupied  by 
his  immediate  heirs. 

Another  was  that  of  the  Fowler  heirs  (some  thirty-six  in 
number).  It  was,  for  some  time,  a  subject  of  litigation  in 
court,  and  was  finally  settled  in  ISGG  or  1SG7.  We  (piote  a 
brief  history  of  the  case  from  the  Iowa  Voter,  of  December  10, 
1868:  — 

"About  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  one  Joseph  Fow- 
ler, of  New  Orleans,  bought  one  hunch-ed  and  seventy-five  land 
warrants,  or  claims  for  warrants,  for  very  small  sums,  from 
our  soldiers  as  they  were  on  their  way  home.  The 
entries  under  these  wari-ants  were  made  by  Samuel  Fow- 
ler, of  Missouri,  in  trust  lor  Joseph  h'owler,  ab«nit  the 
29th  of  December,  FSl-S ;  and  the  lands  lie  in  .Marion, 
Monroe,  and  Lucas  counties.    It  seems  that  Air.  Fowler  was 
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among  the  first  to  enter  in  this  region,  and  had  his  choice. 
He  selected  mostl}^  timbered  laud,  and  got  it  as  nearly  in  a 
body  as  might  bo.  The  lands  so  entered  in  this  county  are 
in  AYashington  and  Indiana  townships.  These  one  Inmdred 
and  seventy-five  quarter-sections  made  a  very  considerable 
monopol}',  and  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  country  very 
much.  After  the  entries  wore  made,  Joseph  Fowler  died; 
and  Samuel  Fowler  deeded  the  land  to  liis  lieirs,  of  whom 
tliere  are  many.  We  believe  there  has  been  some  dispute 
connected  with  transfers  of  these  hmds,  on  account  of  an  ap- 
parent or  supposed  dower  interest  of  Mrs.  Fowler  in  them. 
The  timber  lands  have  been  robbed  considerably  by  settlers 
around  them,  who  found  no  opportunity  for  purchasing.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  Fowler  land  in  this  county  has  now  been 
sold  to  settlers." 

Since  the  above  account  was  published,  we  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  object  of  Joseph  Fowler  in  entering  this  large 
tract  was  purely,  or  in  part,  benevolent.  Having  a  large 
number  of  poor  relations  living  in  Maryland,  he  conceived  and 
adopted  this  plan  to  secure  them  homes  in  the  west,  where 
they  might  have  a  chance  to  better  their  circumstances.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  on  his  way,  by  sea,  to  gather 
T;hem  up  to  transfer  them  to  their  new  homes. 



THE  MYSTERIOUS  GEAVE.' 


BY  ELirilALET  PRICE. 


There  is  a  high,  bald,  mountainous  promontory,  situated 
immediately  at  the  junction  of  the  Volga  and  Turkey  rivers, 
whose  summit  is  crowned  with  a  solitary  grave,  which,  at  an 
earlier  })eriod  of  time  was  visited  annually  by  a  v(>nerable  In- 
dian of  the  Sauk  nation,  who,  after  carefully  removing  the 
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vegetation  tlifit  grew  upon  its  surface,  and,  depositing  liis 
presents  to  the  dead,  would  quietly  depart  for  his  tribe,  far 
awa}'  towards  the  waters  of.the  Missouri. 

It  was  in  the  summer  of  1835,  tliat,  in  one  of  my  hunting 
rambles,  I  was  decoyed  to  the  summit  of  this  hill  by  an  ani- 
mal which,  at  a  distance,  had  the  appearance  of  a  bear,  but, 
upon  gaining  the  height,  the  game  had  disappeared. 

As  I  stood  gazing  upon  the  wild,  romantic  scenery  that 
stretched  far  away  beneath  my  feet,  reposing  in  solitude,  and 
wrapt  in  the  gorgeous  mantle  of  verdant  nature,  I  was  started 
by  the  barking  of  a  dog.  Turning  in  the  direction  of  the  noise, 
I  discovered  an  Indian  a  short  distance  from  mc,  sitting  in  a 
stooping  posture,  removing  the  grass  and  vegetation  from  one 
of  those  little  mounds  or  hillocks  that  usually  cc^ver  the  re- 
mains of  the  sepulchered  red  man.  I  approached  near  to 
him  and  stood  leaning  upon  my  rifle,  contemplating  the 
various  ceremonial  rites  that  reverence,  and  the  superstitions 
of  nations  have  prompted  over  the  mouldering  remains  of 
the  dead,  as  a  demonstration  of  their  love,  affection,  and 
regard  for  the  departed  friend.  And  I  said  to  myself,  "  in 
this  respect,  Indian,  you  are  worthy  to  be  ranked  with  the 
more  enlightened  lioman,  Athenian,  or  Egyptian."  Ho 
seemed  not  to  observe  me,  but  busied  himself  in  digging 
up  with  his  knife  the  grass  that  grew  upon  the  surface  of 
the  mound,  throwing  it  aside,  and  beating  the  ground  with 
a  small  paddle,  seemingly,  in  order  to  give  it  a  hard,  smooth, 
and  even  surface.  Ilis  long  white  locks,  that  hung  promis- 
cuously around  his  visage,  as  he  bent  forward  in  the  ])erlbrm- 
ance  of  iiis  solemn  task,  almost  hid  from  my  view  the  time- 
worn  furrows  on  his  withered  cheek ;  but  as  they  wan- 
toned in  the  wind,  I  could  accasionally  discover  a  tear 
sparkling  along  the  dusky  channels,  starting,  tlien  pouring, 
and  starting  again,  as  though  reluctant  to  (piit  that  fount 
\\hich  had  become  almost  extinguished  by  tiie  drouth  of  time. 
At  length,  being  satisfied  tinit  he  had  ]>erformed  his  annual 
service  to  the  dead,  he  arose  to  his  feet,  and,  j^hicing  his  hand 
over  his  eyes  as  a  shad(i,  he  viewed  the  solar  orb  for  a  mo- 
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ment,  seemingly  to  ascertain  how  far  it  had  progressed  in  its 
diurnal  revolution;  then,  adjusting  his  blanket  robe  about  his 
person,  he  tottered  away,  l)on(ling  uuder  the  weighty  burden 
of  time.  He  had  gone  but  a  few  yards,  when,  observing  that 
his  dog  was  asleep,  he  turned  back,  and  called  loudly  but 
mildly  to  him  ;  for  be,  too,  like  his  master,  was  old,  and  had 
lost  his  hearing.  "Come,  Shun-ga-rah,  come,"  said  he, 
*^  tliere  is  danger  here ;  tlie  camp-tires  of  our  enemies  arc  blaz- 
ing away  upon  the  graves  oi  my  people"  —  evidently  referring 
to  the  Wiunebagoes, —  who  had  just  commenced  crossing  the 
Mississippi,  to  ])oacli  upon  the  newly-acquired  lands  of  the 
government.  The  dog  aroused  at  the  summoiis  of  his  mas- 
ter, when  I  observed,  "  Indian,  who  is  it  that  sleeps  beneath 
this  mound,  that  has  awakened  in  your  breast  these  rites  of 
hospitality?" 

He  paused  for  a  moment,  his  eyes  intently  upon  the  ground, 
apparently  giving  attention  to  my  remark  ;  then,  starting 
from  his  reverie,  he  advanced  towards  me,  while  a  smile  of 
mingled  joy  and  sorrow  seemed  to  diftuse  itself  over  the  wavy 
furrows  in  his  wrinkled  cheek,  as  he  proceeded  to  excavate 
the  earth  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  mound.  In  a  few 
minutes  he  brought  forth  a  scroll  of  aspen  bai'k,  the  ends  of 
"which  were  enclosed  with  a  beautifully  embroidered  skin  of 
the  martin,  from  which  dangled  a  braid  of  beads,  tasseled 
with  the  tusks  of  the  panther.  Kemoving  the  embroidered 
skin  at  one  end,  he  drew  forth  a  plain,  brown,  German  llute, 
and  desired  me  to  play  on  it.  I  received  the  instrument, 
while  my  curiosity  was  excited  to  the  highest  degree,  to  know 
for  what  purpose  he  had  deposited  it  there,  and  to  whom  it 
had  originally  belonged.  While  brooding  over  the  melan- 
choly reflections  that  it  awakened,  I  placed  the  instrument  to 
my  mouth,  and,  in  my  humble  way,  blew  one  of  the  beautiful 
airs  of  Erin,  then  paused  to  listen  to  its  echoing  sound,  as  it 
leaped  from  crag  to  crag,  and  hushed  its  softer  murmurs  in  the 
far-receding  distance.  My  attention  was  now  arrested  by  the 
Indian,  who  was  rolHng  u])on  the  ground,  singing,  crying, 
and  laughing  alternately,  and  beating  the  earth  with  his 
hand,  and  repeating  the  words,  "  Your  brother,  my  brother." 
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At  lengtl),  coDiposing  liiinsclf,  I  sat  down  by  him  upon  the 
grass,  when  he  related  the  following  story  :  — 

Yery  many  yeai'S,"  said  he,  "when  I  was  a  vei'y  J'Onng 
man,  our  warriors  went  into  the  Sionx  country  and  returned 
witli  many  scalps.  A  great  feast  was  ordered,  and  I,  M'ith 
many  others,  was  dispatched  to  kill  game  for  the  occasion.  I 
had  been  unsuccessful  the  first  day,  and  was  returning  to  my 
wigwam,  following  the  windings  of  yonder  stream,  that  takes 
its  course  along  that  forest-covered  valley  (pointing  to  what  is 
now  known  as  Elk  creek),  when  I  heard  a  splashing  in  the 
water.  Creeping  carefully  to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  I  was 
surprised  at  betiolding  a  white  man,  sitting  upon  a  stone  wash- 
ing the  blood  from  his  face  and  arms.  I  had  seen  but  one 
white  man  before,  wdiich  was  more  than  many  of  my  people 
had  seen.  He  soon  discovered  me,  and  beckoned  that  I 
should  come  to  him.  I  approached  him  cautiously  at  first, 
when,  by  signs,  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had  been 
wounded  by  a  bear,  and  could  not  walk.  He  was  a  young 
man,  about  my  age,  and  I  carried  him  upon  my  back  to  our 
village,  which  was  situated  just  yonder  (pointing  to  the  ])rairie 
now  occupied  by  the  farm  of  Col.  Wayman).  Our  chiefs  \vel- 
coraed  him,  and  our  medicine  men  soon  healed  his  wounds, 
while  he  became  a  great  favorite  with  all  our  people.  AYe 
were  friends  and  companions  —  I  taught  him  to  hunt  and  fish 
— but  he  was  melancholy  and  sick  at  heart,  and  would  often 
wander  aw^ay  by  himself,  and  remain  all  da}'  sitting  upon 
some  elevated  piece  of  ground,  blow^ing  upon  his  flute  the 
tune  you  blew,  or  singing  and  crying.  Often  at  night,  when 
our  people  were  hushed  in  sleep,  he  would  steal  away  from  my 
wigwam  and  clamber  to  the  top  of  this  hill,  and  break  the  still- 
ness of  the  night  with  the  voice  of  his  ilute.  The  wolves 
would  howl  from  the  neighboring  hills,  and  the  shi'ill  scream 
of  the  treacherous  })anther  would  start  the  slumbering  Indian 
from  his  bear-skin.  At  lengthj  our  ]U'opliet  said  it  would 
bring  evil  upon  our  peo])le,  and  our  chiefs  forbid  him  going 
again.  lie  grew  more  sad  and  melancholy  at'tiM*  this,  and  vnr 
medicine-men  said  that  he  would  die.    Gradually,  he  sick- 
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cued,  and  refused  to  eat.  I  watched  by  him  uiai\y  nights, 
for  I  Jiad  found  him,  and  called  him  my  brother.  When  he 
could  no  loni;"er  speak,  ho  mai'ked  upon  a  piece  of  bark  that, 
which  means  something  in  your  language,  and  gave  it  to  me, 
together  with  this  flute.  He  died,  and  I  buried  him  here.  I 
have  shown  the  bark  to  many  white  men  since  —  they  would 
look  at  it,  laugh,  and  give  it  to  me  back  agaiu.  I  couhl  not 
learn  what  it  said;  so,  when  I  grew  old,  and  the  white  man 
bad  bought  our  lands,  I  buried  it  here  with  his  flute." 

"Where  is  the  bark  ?"  said  I,  eagerly  ;  "  let  me  see  it." 

He  drew  from  the  scroll  a  small  piece  of  birch-bark,  upon 
^vhich  had  been  written,  evidently  with  a  lead  pencil,  though 
much  obliterated  by  handling,  the  following  words:  "Erin, 
an  exile  bequeaths  thee  his  blessing  !  " 

I  translated  it  into  the  language  of  the  old  Indian,  when  a 
smile  of  satisfaction  beamed  upon  his  countenance  as  he  shook 
me  by  the  hand,  and  he  arose  to  depart,  taking  with  liim  the 
scroll  and  its  contents. 

"  Come,  Shun-ga-rah,  come,"  said  he,  "you  have  seen  many 
moons  —  Shun-ga-rali,  you  will  never  come  again,  but  1  will 
come  once  more." 

Manj^  years  have  elapsed  since  then,  but  the  old  man  has 
never  returned.  The  rains  have  nearly  levelled  the  little 
mound,  wliile  the  trembling  aspen  and  the  wild-briar  grow 
hixuriantly  over  the  Mysterious  Grave. 


HISTORY  OP  LOUISA  COUNTY. 


BY  WILLIAM  L.  TOOLE. 


The  readers  of  the  following  continued  sketches,  or  history 
of  Louisa  county,  are  recjuested  to  read  the  former  article 
relating  thereto,"  to  kee})  up  the  connection,  and  therein  lind 
what  may  apj^ear  in  this  an  omission  or  im])ertectness  in  his- 

*  SuotclicB  and  Incidents  iclatiui^  to  tlic  sctllomcnt  of  Louisa  County,  i)a};e  45,  Vol.  VI., 
Janu.irv,  18(;s. 
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torj ;  and,  in  this  article  as  in  tlie  former,  briefness  will  be 
adopted,  repetition  avoided,  and  recital  of  all  scenes  and  inci- 
dents 01  early  times  in  the  connty  omitted  that  wonld  be  un- 
interesting to  readei's  in  other  counties. 

The  promise  in  the  other  article  to  continue  and  complete 
the  same,  was  based  upon  the  belief  that  persons  in  other 
parts  of  the  connty,  more  competent,  would  freely  assist 
in  completing- said  sketches;  but,  after  repeated  eifort  to  se- 
cure that  aid,  and  repeated  failures,  1  come  to  the  conelusion 
that  th(jse  persons  are  fearful  that  their  aid  would  not  be  ap- 
propriate or  usei'ul  in  said  history,  and  decline  giving  it. 
Therefore,  to  fnlilU  said  promise,  I  undertake,  unaided,  to  con- 
tinue and  complete  said  sketches  or  Jiistory  of  early  times  in 
our  county,  and  hope  all  imperfectness  will  be  overlooked. 

The  former  sketches  were  mostly  confined  to  the  south-east 
part  of  the  county;  this  will  embrace  the  whole  county  in  its 
generalities.  Having  Des  Moines,  Henry,  Washington,  and 
Muscatine  for  its  adjoining  counties,  and  possessing  a  soil  un- 
excelled or  exceeded  in  fertility  or  productiveness,  none  where 
nature  has  been  more  liberal  in  its  gifts,  and  none  ]")roducing 
a  stronger  claim  as  the  granary  and  treasury  of  Iowa.  Its 
early  settlers  being  mostly  farmers,  its  commercial  interests 
were  neglected;  but  an  improvement  therein  is  ])lainly  show- 
ing itself,  and  Louisa  county  will  soon  become  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  counties  of  the  state. 

The  north-west  part  of  Louisa  county  was  not  occupied  or 
settled  upon  as  soon  as  the  south-east.  Mr.  Rice  was  among 
the  first  to  bring  that  part  into  notice,  succeeded  by  Mr.  ]\[or- 
timore,  and  he  by  Judge  Springer,  Mr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Colton, 
and  othei's.  Columbus  City,  i-eferred  to  in  the  other  article, 
is  in  that  part  of  the  county.  The  south-west  part  of  the 
county  was  earlier  settled  upon  ami  occupied.  Among  the 
first  there,  was  J.  W.  and  E.  V>.  Isett,  George  Xeyes,  J .  Mar- 
shall, and  others  ;  these  had  Virginia  Grove  for  their  busi- 
ness point,  the  ])Ost  office,  st^)res,  and  shops.  The  south-cjist 
and  north-(Mist  portions  were  referred  to  in  former  article. 

With  the  Mississipjv!  for  its  front,  and  the  Iowa  river  run- 
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iiing  diagonally  through  it,  thus  giving  it  Ji  good  share  of 
bottom  prairie  land  and  bottom  timber  land,  and  well  supplied 
with  timber  along  the  small  streams,  and  groves  in  the  prai- 
ries, our  county,  at  an  early  (hiy,  attracted  the  attention  of  stock 
raisers,  who,  with  other  early  settlers,  soon  began  to  turn 
into  market  their  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs.  It  also  soon  be- 
came a  grain-prodncing  county,  with  its  surplus  finding  a  mar- 
ket in  St.  Louis;  and,  like  its  adjoining  counties,  soon  began 
to  show  that,  with  its  abundant  supply  of  bottom  timber  and 
prairie,  and  adaptedness  for  stock-raising  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
was  also  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  in  quantities  and  quality  equal  to  any  in  the  state. 
In  fact,  the  eagerness  with  which  the  first  settlei's  took  hold  of 
all  the  moi'e  desirable  locations,  and  of  the  Indian  reserve  on 
the  Iowa  river,  referred  to  in  former  article, —  a  strip  of  land 
ten  miles  in  width  and  about  forty  miles  in  length,  embracing 
Keokuk  and  Black  Hawk  villages,  near  mouth  of  Iowa  river; 
also,  Wapello  village,  where  our  county  seat  now  is,  Kishka- 
kosh  village,  where  Fredonia  is,  and  Poweshiek  village,  near 
where  is  now  Iowa  City;  —  I  say,  the  eagerness  shown  in  tak- 
ing possession  of  these  locations  two  or  three  jenrs  before  the 
government  surveys  of  this  district,  is  sufiicient  evidence  of  its 
"adaptedness for  agricultural  purposes,  and  the  wisdom  of  their 
choice  or  selection  of  location  for  a  home  in  Iowa  is  more  and 
more  developed  as  time  progresses,  and  the  present  ])i'os]')erous 
and  healthy  condition  of  affairs  therein,  shows  plainly  that 
those  pioneers  were  notnn'staken  in  their  opinion  of  the  same, 
and  have  reaped  the  benefit  thereof. 

Connection  of  events  requiring  it,  I  must  be  excused  foi'  a 
little  digression  in  turning  to  matters  referring  to  myself. 
Very  little  of  the  district  now  com])Osing  this  county  was  oc- 
cupied in  IS35.  An  estimable  citizen,  Levi  Thornton,  who 
became  a  member  of  the  legislature,  resided  in  the  north-east 
part  of  it,  and,  on  a  visit  to  him,  extended  my  rambling  up 
the  Mississi})pi  to  the  remaining  shanties  of  an  old,  abandoned 
Indian  trading  |)0st,  which,  in  I80G,  became  occupied  by  Air. 
Vanatta  and  Mr.  Casey,  who  ]uit  up  Iwo  or  (hrce  log  cabins 
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there,  and  did  n  little  trading  with  the  remaining  Indians 
and  the  new  immigrants,  which  gave,  as  a  name  to  the  location, 
"Casey  Landing,"  and,  in  ISoT,  other  persons  located  there, 
and  Casey  ]^anding,  beginning  to  attract  attention,  a  town 
Avas  laid  olf  with  the  name  of  Bloomington,  wliich,  in  a  few 
years,  was  changed  to  Muscatine,  a  corruption  of  the  Indian 
name  Musquakeen,  the  Indian  name  of  the  large  island  be- 
low, a  large  part  of  which  is  in  Louisa  county.  It  was  while 
on  this  footino-  from  Mi'.  Tliornton's  to  this  Indian  tradinir  shan- 
ty  that  I  had  my  adventure  with  some  ten  or  twelve  young 
drunkeii  Musquawkee  Indian  warriors  on  their  ponies,  who 
met  me  near  there,  and  dismounted  and  surrounded  me,  I  sup- 
pose, partly  for  the  purpose  of  trying  my  courage,  or  to  be 
amused  at  my  fears.  Their  hand-shaking  and  crowding  around 
me  ceased  to  bo  intei-esting  to  me,  and  I  feared  would  end  seri- 
ously ;  but,  foi-tunately  for  me,  one  of  them,  apparently  hav- 
ing authority,  recognized  in  me  one  who  had  rendered  him  a 
slight  flivor,  and  who,  much  to  my  relief,  at  once  ordered  all 
away  from  me  and  put  in  a  lengthy  excuse  for  them,  that  they 
liad  been  indulging  too  treely  in  Illinois  whiskey.  Tiie  most 
amusing  part  was,  that  he  showed  evidence  of  having  indulged 
quite  as  freely  as  the  rest;  however,  they  all  obeyed  him  in 
his  orders  to  approach  and  apologize  fur  their  rudeness,  and 
give  a  friendly  shake  of  the  baud.  Tliey  then  re-mounted 
their  ponies,  gave  a  friendly  bow,  and  then,  with  an  Indian 
whoop,  went  on  their  way  for  the  villages  of  Musquawkeens. 
These  Musquawkee  Indians  were  of  the  Black  Hawk  tribe, 
the  remnant  of  which  were  located  in  western  Kansas,  there 
to  become  extinct  as  a  tribe  or  nation. 

I  also  extended  my  rambling  then  to  mouth  of  Cedar  river, 
and  there,  also,  found  the  abandoned  renuiins  of  log  shanties, 
or  old  Indian  trading  place,  and  Kishkakosh  village.  An  es- 
timable citizen,  Mr.  George  Storm,  was  the  first  to  locate  a 
claim  near  there,  and,  in  1830,  the  Clark  family  located  there, 
and  soon  after  started  the  town  of  Fredonia. 

A  peep  into  old  dockets  of  justices  of  the  ])eace  hereabouts 
will  show  that  In  the  days  of  s<piatterism  they  had  an  eye  to 
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law.  Among  the  cases  is, —  Shuck  versus  Denisoii,  and  Deni- 
son  versus  Shuck  ;  Kuflher  ve7'sus  Shuck,  aud  Shuck  versus 
Euffner;  Jloaror  attorney  for  Shuck,  wlicther  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant. And  in  the  district  conrt  of  early  days  these  same 
parties  litigated,  lloarer  always  appearing  for  Shuck.  "  And  so 
it  is  shown  they  had  a  Roarer  in  those  days,  and  one  who  pro- 
posed new  rules  and  orders  in  justices'  courts, —  muscular 
force  instead  of  slow"  progress,  and  wives,  sons,  or  relatives 
for  deputies,  c^c.  They  had  attorneys  Grimes,  Thomas,  Starr, 
and  others  in  those  days,  who  were  not  confined  to  one  family 
in  their  practice,  but  lor,  or  against,  as  might  suit  the  ])ai'ties 
to  engage  them.  Many  amusing  scenes  could  be  nari'ated  of 
trials  before  justices  in  those  days,  showing  the  independence 
or  stubbornness  of  litigants,  but  we  will  let  it  be  buried  with 
them. 

In  my  first  article  I  gave  tlie  names  of  some  of  our  early 
pioneers,  and  names  of  some  of  the  early  towns  of  our  county  ; 
in  connection  therewith,  I  will  here  state  that  the  first  ferry 
established  across  the  Iowa  river  \vas  MitchelPs  ferry,  now 
Toolsboro,  and  the  first  ferrying  from  there  to  Tjp])ei"  Yellow 
Bank,  Illinois  (now  Is  ew  Boston),  was  in  Indian  canoes ;  soon 
after  in  a  small  flat-boat,  then  by  horse-boat,  from  JN^ew  Boston, 
Illinois,  then  a  small,  steam  ferry-boat,  and  now  the  steamer 
Lansing.  The  next  ferries  established  across  the  Iowa  were 
at  Wapello,  by  Mr.  Milligan  and  Mr.  Brewer,  and  at  Fredo- 
nia,  by  Mr.  Clark. 

While  on  the  subject  of  ferries  I, will  again  digress  a  little, 
60  show  the  troubles  and  trials  in  traveling  in  those  early  days, 
and  refer  to  some  trouble  and  trials  of  Judge  Charles  j\[ason 
and  F.  Gehon  (Marshal).  In  those  earlv  days  Indian  trails 
were  the  thoroughfares,  and,  if  not  on  foot,  Indian  ponies  in- 
stead of  iron  horses  for  conveyance  ;  and,  instead  of  carpet- 
bags, saddle-bags  were  used  for  baggage.  Early  in  the  spring 
of  1837,  Judge  ]\rason  and  JMarshal  Gehon  started  out  on  their 
ponies  IVom  Dubuque  for  Ihirlington.  A  previcms  knowledge 
of  the  route  by  the  IMarshal  was  ol'  particular  worth  to  the 
journey ists  in  the  ci'ossing  of  larger  and  smaller  streams,  par- 
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ticiilarly  the  AVapsie;  the  different  watering  places  and  phices 
of  mixed  waters  would  be  reached,  althoni^di  sometimes  be- 
hind time,  for  the  corn  bread  and  bacon,  owing  to  ]:)cltinfi; 
snows,  iinsale  crossii.g  of  streams  on  the  ice,  and  slipperj^ 
roads,  and,  of  course,  while  waiting  for  the  bread  and  bacon 
in  the  shanties  oi'fur  traders,  and,  being  much  fatigued,  wonld 
liave  to  revive  their  fatigued  bodies  before  partaking  of  the 
Bolid  food,  and,  if  coffee  was  scarce,  would  use  tlie  common 
reviver.  But,  to  their  credit,  tiieir  ponies  were  always  iirst 
properl}^  attended  to  before  their  own  comlbrts  were  sought 
for.  At  last,  after  repeated  troubles,  and  trials,  and  difficul- 
ties, in  slippery  places,  so  common  in  early  Marcli,  they  ar- 
rived at  the  Iowa  river;  it  had  just  taken  a  rise  of  several  feet, 
and  the  ice  still  thereon,  and  presented  a  difficulty  not  to  l)e 
easily  overcome,  for  Mitchell's  ferry-boat  could  not  be  used  ; 
and  the  ice  appearing  too  weak  for  crossing  the  ponies  there- 
on, the  only  apparent  course  to  adopt  ap])eared  to  be  to  leave 
the  ponies  with  ferryman  Mitchell,  and  perform  the  balance 
of  their  journey  on  foot,  with  saddle-bags  on  their  backs  in- 
stead of  the  ponies'  backs.  But,  after  a  search  by  myself  and 
one  or  two  others  for  a  crossing  place  for  the  ponies,  one  was 
found  that,  with  proper  care  and  caution,  and  our  assistance, 
the  ponies  were  led  across  on  the  ice  safely,  and  the  Judge 
and  Marshal,  after  thanking  us  for  aiding  them  in  overcoming 
this  apparently  insurmountable  difficulty,  and,  after  being  re- 
freshed at  the  cabin  of  friend  Creighton,  went  on  theii-  way 
cheerfully,  and  reached  Burlington  safely,  where  our  account 
of  their  difficult  journey  ends,  and  their  rejoicing  and  rein- 
vigorating  was  left  for  them  to  report. 

Being  partly  in  connection,  I  will  refer  to  my  former  arti- 
cle for  origin  of  names  of  locations  and  rivers,  particularly  of 
origin  of  proper  name  of  the  ]\[ississij)pi  and  Missouri  rivers; 
viz:  Masso-scpo  (]^>ig  river),  and  Masso-reah-sepo  (Uig  Yellow 
river),  and  N^ec-a-tosh  (Cedar  river). 

Louisa  county,  like  other  counties  was  lir.^t  occujiied  i)y  a 
po])ula(.ion  who  considercul  all  UTU-laimcd  ])nbli(Han(l  theirs  by 
occupancy,  until  })ublic  land  sales,  and  all  that  was  neevlcd 
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was  to  find  such  a  tract  and  occupy  it,  and  find  protection  un- 
der the  claim  law.  The  territory  of  Iowa,  at  an  early  day, 
passed  laws  lavoj'ing-  such  occupancy,  and  protecting  the 
claimant  until  such  public  land  sales,,  tlie  saine  as  if  he  had  a 
right  from  the  government,  ])rovided  said  claim  did  not  exceed 
a  half  section,  and  the  boundaries  plaiidy  shown  by  stakes  in 
prairie,  and  tree  marks  in  the  timber,  and  had  made  the  im- 
provements thereon  required  by  the  so-called  claim  laws  of 
that  district.  Contentions  in  regard  to  those  claims  and  boun- 
daries of  claims  were  of  frequent  occurrance,  but  usually  de- 
cided by  the  neighbors.  These  claim  laws  were  strictly  ad- 
hered to,  and  no  one  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  claim  of 
anotlier,  and  all  were  united  against  land  speculation  at  the 
public  land  sales,  previous  to  which  all  disputes  would  be  set- 
tled through  a  jury  or  committee  chosen  froui  among  them- 
selves, and  strictly  adhered  to  ;  with  such  an  advantage,  and 
the  })re-emption  law,  they  would  go  to  the  sales  sure  of  secur- 
ing tlieir  homes.  Tiiose  claims  would  be  regularly  registered 
by  a  person  selected  for  that  ])urpose,  and  at  the  sale,  he  being 
well  posted,  would  be  the  bidder  for  that  district,  and  the  own- 
ers of  the  claims,  in  a  body,  stand  ready  to  oppose  any  oppos- 
ing bid,  and  woe  to  the  person  w'ho  would  undertake  to  bid 
against  him;  thus  these  sales  w^ould  usually  pass  oH'  quietly 
and  satisfactoj'ily.  I  was  the  register  and  bidder  for  this  dis- 
trict. 

As  stated  in  former  article,  our  county  has  no  large  or  com- 
mercial metropolis  ;  and,  not  that  it  would  be  interesting,  but 
in  connection  with  its  early  liistory,  will  here  state  that  in  its 
early  days  it  had  a  full  share  of  speculative  or  prospective  cities, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  proprietors,  that  are  now  dead  or  exlinct 
towns,  and  embraced  in  boundaries  of  cornfields ;  viz :  Be- 
ginning at  mouth  of  Iowa  river,  it  had,  first,  Cuba  City,  next, 
Sterling,  Tecumsch,  Yellow  .l>ank,  Iowa  Town,  Florence,  Har- 
rison, Pittsburgh,  and  Catteese,  all  on  the  Iowa  river.  Those 
of  the  now  living  and  more  promising  towns  are  named  in  a 
former  artick^,  among  which  is  Wapello,  the  county  seat,  and 
bids  fair  to  become  the  em})oi'ium  and  connnercial  })oint  of  the 
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county;  it  certainly  will,  when  our  western  railroad  passes 
through  it.  It  had  its  troul)les,  trials,  and  diflicnlties  in  its 
early  days,  having  then  three  divisions  claiming  the  ascend- 
ency; viz:  Upper,  Lower,  and  ALiddle  Wapello,  the  proprie- 
tors of  each  division  striving  i'or  the  county  buildings;  Mr. 
Rinearson,  ]\[r.  Gilliland,  Mr.  Isett,  Mr.  Minton,  and  Mr. 
Ives  among  the  contending  parties.  Middle  AVapell  >  was 
finally  successful,  and  the  county  commissioners  decided  upon 
having  the  court  house  therein.  The  three  towns  finally 
united  into  one..  It  had  its  troubles  also  regarding  the  I'erry, 
which  was  first  at  Lower,  and  then  at  Upper,  but  finally,  per- 
manently established  at  Middle  Wapello. 

In  providing  for  the  organization  of  counties,  the  first  legis- 
hiture  enacted  that  three  commissioners  should  attend  to  all 
county  mattei's  and  county  business,  one  to  be  elected  annually, 
after  the  first  election  of  three.  The  first  three  elected  for  our 
county  were  Wright  AVilliams,  Wm.  L.  Toole,  and  J.  W.  Isett ; 
John  Gilliland  was  elected  clerk,  and  Jacob  Rinearson,  recorder. 
This  was  in  the  early  days  of  Judge  Joseph  Williams,  and 
when  the  shade  of  an  elm  tree  and  river  bank  was  the  jurors' 
rooms,  a  small  log  cabin  the  court  room,  and  a  big  box  the 
clerk's  and  attorneys'  table ;  and  when,  at  Minton's  tavei-n  of 
one  story,  twenty  by  thirty  feet,  and  a  small  kitchen  adjoining, 
was  the  only  public  room  in  town,  and  in  which  would  con- 
gregate judge,  sheriff,  clerk,  jurors,  belligerents,  and  witnes- 
ses; and  in  the  room  where  Judge  Williams  so  successfully 
exercised  his  skill  in  ventrilocpiism,  by  imitating  the  noise  of 
prairie  wolves  near  the  house,  and  thus  drawing  the  crowd 
from  the  only  stove  in  the  house,  and  he  and  those  friends,  in 
the  secret,  taking  possession  of  the  stove  while  the  crowd  were 
hunting  the  wolves.  The  Judge  had  some  celebrity  in  those 
days  in  jokes  of  this  kind,  none  more  amusing  than  of  the  two 
self-admired,  conceited  lawyei-s  searching  their  rooms  lor  a 
crying  infant;  and  of  the  two  young  ladies  hunting  among 
their  surplus  trail  dresses  for  the  little  laj)-dog  thereunder 
barking.  The  Judge  niade  it  all  (piiet  at  the  right  time  in  each 
case. 
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And  in  connection  with  these  early  occurrences  in  which 
I  took  a  pai't,  by  referring  to  records  of  onr  first  legishiture  of 
territory  and  state,  ])olitical  conventions,  and  asking  Congress 
for  a  state  government,  name  thereof,  &c.,  and  first  conven- 
tion for  framing  constitution  for  Iowa,  and  many  other  con- 
ventions, my  name  will  be  found.  In  those  days  I  had  vigor, 
strength,  and  health,  but  now  nearly  seventy,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  entirel}^  withdi-avv-n  from  my  former  business, 
merchandising  and  general  trading,  I  leave  those  busy  matters 
in  the  hands  of  those  at  present  more  competent;  and  will  be 
pleased  if  sotno  one  more  competent  will  review,  revise,  and 
perfect  these  sketches. 

As  before  stated,  the  first  occupancy  of  our  county  was  in 
the  south-east  part,  and  by  those  persoiis  then  named  ;  then 
that  part  around  the  forks  or  junction  of  Iowa  and  Cedar 
rivers  attracted  the  attention  of  early  settlers  in  1830,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  George  Storm  and  family,  and  Mr.  A.  Clark 
and  family,  and  two  brothers.  Mr.  Clark  settled  upon  the 
tract  at  said  river  junction,  and  started  the  town  of  Fredonia 
in  1837,  permitting  himself  to  be  fiattered  with  the  idea  that 
bis  town  would  become  an  emporium  ;  but  a  stronger  compa- 
ny opposed  his  hopes,  by  beginning  the  town  of  Catteese,  on 
"the  point  of  land  between  the  Iowa  and  Cedar  rivers,  opposite 
his  town,  and,  with  great  display  and  show^  through  large 
hand-bills,  had  a  fixed  day  for  public  sale  of  lots  in  Catteese, 
at  which  the  Catteese  company  became  the  prominent  bidders, 
and  afterwards  made  some  show  in  putting  up  buildings,  hav- 
ing a  tavern  started,  a  store,  blacksmith  shop,  v.tc.,  Arc,  and 
inducing  settlers  to  buy  and  locate  and  improve  lots  by  aiding 
them,  and  in  selling  them  goods  on  a  long  credit.  The  Fre- 
donians,  in  the  meantime,  making  extraordinary  eiforts  to 
keep  their  town  ahead,  and  the  two  towns  struggled  and  strove 
and  worked  against  each  other,  until  their  end  was  like  the 
Kilkenny  cats.  Catteese  ])roving  a  complete  failure  and  aban- 
doned ;  and  Fredonia  i-emaining  unnoticed  for  sevei-al  years, 
and  until  it  was  selected  as  the  crossing  })lace  of  a  raih'oad, 
which  revived  it  up  again  into  a  H\  ely  business  town,  with  the 
34 
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prospect  of  so  continuing;  the  junction  of  said  railroads  near 
it  still  adding  to  its  prospects  and  notice  of  the  business  public. 
Situated  in  the  center  of  a  district  unsurpassed  in  richness  of 
soil,  and  j^roductiveness  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  fruits,  and  veg- 
etables, and  for  raising  stock,  and  a  district  wherein  industry 
and  tliril't  strongly  ])redoniinate,  Fredoiiia,  with  pi'oper  mau- 
agenient  of  its'  ])resent  citizens,  may  beconie,  as  before  said, 
the  business  center  of  that  part  of  our  county.  Wapello  be- 
came the  emporium  or  niain  commercial  center,  and  Tools- 
boro  strove  to  become  the  business  point  of  the  south-east  part 
thereof. 

Louisa  county  was  in  the  tii-st  purchase  of  land  in  Iowa 
from  the  Indians,  known  as  the  .Ulack  liawk  purchase,  and  so 
called  or  known  until  organized  into  Iowa  territory  ;  thus  it  is 
show^n  that  our  county  can  claim  an  important  connection 
with  the  early  history  of  the  state.  In  those  early  days  stone 
coal  was  discovei-ed  in  tw^o  or  three  ravines  near  the  mouth 
of  Iowa  river,  but  ]iot  in  quantities  sufficient  to  encourage  a 
thorough  search  for  it;  but  it  may  yet  engage  the  attention  and 
thorough  searching  of  some  one  who  may  hnd  coal  in  quanti- 
ties sufficient  to  make  it  profitable. 

As  I  liave  aimed  to  be  brief,  and  avoid  being  tiresome,  I  shall 
omit  accounts  relating  to  our  first  schools,  fii'st  churches,  first 
sermons  preached,  names  of  preachers,  teachers,  merchants, 
and  jurors,  and  may  omit  some  matter  and  occurrences,  and 
give  imperfect  sketches  of  some  ])arts  of  our  county,  but  the 
subject  can  be  continued  by  those  discovering  these  faults  and 
corrected,  they  first  giving  a  thorough  examination  to  first 
article. 

Louisa  county,  like  some  other  counties  of  the  state,  has  un- 
mistakable evidences  of  antediluvian  occupancy,  through  tho 
ancient  mounds  and  fort  at  Toolsboro,  a  particular  descri})tion 
of  which  is  given  in  my  other  article.  These,  and  similar  evi- 
dences arc  on  the  most  elligible  points,  and  extensive  tracts 
of  fertile  lands,  and  where  the  traces  of  a  numerous  i)opula- 
tion  are  usually  found,  and  of  a  peo])lo  having  ;i  knowledge 
of  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  they  have  left  us  perfect  specimens 
of  circles,  squares,  octagons,  and  parallels,  on  a  grand  and  no- 
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ble  scale.  These  and  other  evidences  strongly  establishing 
their  antediluvian  origin  ;  none  more  strongly  than  the  innu- 
merable mounds,  the  se}tulchres  of  antediluvians,  presenting 
the  sublimcst  monuments  which  any  people  could  raise  over 
the  bodies  of  their  departed  friends,  and  calculated  to  continue 
while  the  worhl  itself  shall  continue,  unless  destroyed  by  the 
eacriligious  hand  of  man.  The  most  able  and  pious  writers 
dilfer  in  their  conclusions  relative  to  these  matters,  and  should 
any  writer  contend  that  the  continent  of  America  is  the  old 
world,  instead  of  as  .it  is  usually  called,  the  new  world,  and  that 
it  is  the  land  of  orign  of  the  human  race,  and  had  its  millions 
of  millions  of  the  human  tamily  before  the  flood,  and  encour- 
age the  belief  that  from  the  time  the  flood  bore  up  the  ark, 
and  was  carried  from  this  continent  by  the  winds  while  the 
deluge  lasted,  and  all  written  records  and  traces  of  these 
countless  millions  nothing  ii^left  but  these  antediluvian  works, 
there  would  be  no  harm  in  such  teaching.  Certainly,  and  se- 
riously, there  is  no  part  of  the  world  where  there  is  such  scope 
and  such  material  for  observation  as  ours  to  sti-engthen  these 
teachings,  and  to  encourage  the  enquirings  which  of  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Avorld  were  first  peopled  by  the  people  of  our  land 
in  antediluvian  times,  and  what  was  their  knowledge  of  arts 
and  sciences,  and  of  their  religious  and  political  observances 
and  institutions;  these  are,  indeed,  worthy  the  investigation 
of  all  teachers,  all  historiographers,  and  all  searchers  into  ante- 
diluvian matters.  This  subject  has  had  the  attention  of  many 
able  searchers  of  antiquities,  and  is  deserving  the  close  attention 
and  searchings  of  all  able  and  learned  antiquarians. 

Antediluvian  evidences  of  various  kinds  are  found  in  buried 
cities,  in  works  of  art,  tools,  and  utensils,  vfec,  buried  at  a 
great  depth,  evidently  by  alluvion  of  the  flood,  strongly  sh.ow- 
ing  that  our  continent  was  occu})ied  by  millions  of  millions 
previous  to  the  great  deluge.  Discoveries  have  been  made 
and  ai-e  continuing  to  be  made  all  over  our  continent  strength- 
ening this  ])osition,  say,  from  the  lakes  of  Is^orth  America, 
through  the  vaUey  of  the  ^Iississli)[>i,  and  through  IMexico,  to 
the  isthmus  of  Darien,  tlicn  from  the  bay  of  ]\laracaibo,  through 
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the  valley  of  Amazon,  to  the  Andes  vallc}^  olTatagonia.  By 
whom  and  when  were  these  erected,  are  questions  on  which 
the  learned  and  proibnnd  antiquarian  sliould  ponder;  and,  in 
absence  of  dehige-destroyed  written  records  and  liistory,  find 
evidence  of  antediluvian  history  through  these  silent  works  of 
art  of  those  untold  ages.  And  who  can  say  that  the  discover- 
ies on  the  Isile,  and  of  Ninevah,  Babyloji,  and  Thebes,  are 
more  ancient  than  those  of  LTxniel,  Patagonia,  Cholula,  and 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  ?  And  who  can  say  that  on  this 
continent  there  hav^e  not  been  cities  counting  their  millions? 
The  immense  ruins  of  pyramids,  palaces,  and  temples  are 
silent  and  lasting  evidences  and  memorials  of  ancient  great- 
ness, of  skill,  of  humaji  art,  although  all  written  evidences 
were  destroyed  by  the  flood.  And  who  can  say  that  these  evi- 
dences are  not  sufficient  to  denote  ours  the  old  instead  of  the 
new  world  ? 

And  let  those  who  believe  that  there  were  different  races 
of  men,  reflect  on  those  facts  of  the  similarity  of  those  ancient 
works  all  over  the  world,  and  let  them  learn  wisdom  from 
the  searchings  and  conclusions  of  able  and  learned  antiquari- 
ans relative  to  these  antediluvian  matters,  and  let  the  antiqua- 
rian, the  geologist,  the  historian,  the  learned  divine,  continue 
their  ponderings  thereon. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  readers  of  this  read  my  first  article, 
particularly  that  part  relating  to  the  fort  and  mounds  at  Tools- 
boro. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say,  our  county,  in  addition  to  the  two 
railroads  now  passing  through  it,  and  in  hailing  distance  to 
the  one  now  to  New  Boston,  Illinois,  has  the  prospect  of  one 
from  mouth  of  Iowa  liver,  or  Toolsboro,  westward ly  thrinigh 
Wapello,  Crawlbrdsville,  Brighton,  Bichland,  and  Oskaloosa 
to  Council  r)luifs,  or  Wai)ello,  Washington,  Sigourney,  and 
Oskaloosa  to  Council  I^)luirs.  Either  route  would  be  of  easy 
and  light  grades,  and  easily  constructed,  and  the  citizens  along 
the  route  will,  no  doubt,  take  hold  and  complete  it  to  (/ouncil 
Bluifs.  For,  at  the  ])resent  time,  any  people  away  from  a 
railroad  and  its  conveniences  and  advantages  are  subjected  to 
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a  groat  loss;  and  all  efforts  to  build  np  towns  away  from  rail- 
roads are  perfectly  futile.  Eut  the  opposite  of  this  is  shown 
along  the  line  of  all  railroads,  in  the  increased  price  of  farms, 
and  in  the  raj^id  increase  in  growth  of  towns,  and  prices  of 
propei'ty.  This  is  but  a  natural  and  unavoidable  result ;  for 
the  necessary  and  acquired  business  of  the  road  itself  pro- 
duces life  and  stir  at  all  their  stations,  attracting  and  drawing 
there,  and  making  therein  the  center  of  all  mechanical,  mer- 
cantile, manufacturing,  and  grain  and  stock  dealing  opeiations 
of  that  vicinity.  Therefore,  the  people  being  watchl'ul  of  their 
interest,  will  take  immediate  steps  for  the  making  uf  said  rail- 
road, even  if  it  should  require  half  their  real  estate  to  do  it; 
for,  one-half  with  the  i"oad,  will  be  worth  more  than  all  with- 
out, and  the  attention  of  capitalists  seek  opportunities  ibr  in- 
vestment and  business,  through  this  new  channel  and  conven- 
ience for  freighting  by  raih-oad  and  river,  and  Louisa  county 
go  on  to  prospei'j  and  be  prospering. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SQUATTEES  AND  SPEOULATOES  AT  THE  PIEST.  LAND  SALES. 


BY  HAWKINS  TAYLOR. 


Previous  to  the  survey  of  lands  in  Iowa,  even  to  the  survey 
of  the  base  and  township  lines,  what  was  known  as  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase  (as  described  in  a  foi'mer  number  of  youi*  pa- 
per), was  mainly  taken  up  and  settled  upon  by  what  Avas  then 
designated  as  "  squatters."  There  were  then  no  homestead 
laws,  as  now,  not  evm. pvo-empiloih  laws.  The  settlers  had  to 
be  a  law  unto  themselves,  to  protect  their  own  homes  and  iirc- 
sides.  To  do  this  pi'cvious  t'>  the  lands  being  offored  for  side, 
the  settlers  i)i  each  township  met  and  adopted  their  own  by- 
laws, by  which  each  settler  was  allowed  to  hold  three  hun- 
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dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  by  settling  on  the  same,  or 
making  certain  improvements  thereon  ;  tliey  also  appointed  a 
committee  of  five  or  seven,  to  settle  all  disputes,  which  were 
numerous,  mainly  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  of 
the  claims  were  made  before  the  lands  were  surveyed,  and 
seldom  agreeing  witli  the  claim  lines.  Often  the  house  of, one 
settler  and  the  farm  of  another  would  be  on  the  same  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,' by  the  government  survey.  This 
township  committee  prepared  a  townshi])  map,  and  registered 
each  settler's  claim  as  he  claimed  to  luive  located  it,  and  so 
on  until  all  the  settlers  in  the  tovrnsliip  filed  their  claims, 
when  the  committee  would  cite  belbre  them  all  parties  con- 
testants, and  have  each  party  bi'ing  his  witnesses  and  give  all 
the  facts  in  his  case.  Each  parly  and  all  the  witnesses  told 
their  own  stoiy,  on  the  honor  of  settlers;  none  were  sworn  ; 
there  was  no  need  of  swearing  men  at  that  day  to  get  the 
truth.  The  committee  would  tlien  decide  the  case,  and  cor- 
rect the  register  accordingly,  ar.d  from  that  decision  tliere  vms 
no  appeal^  and  1  never  knew  of  injustice  being  done  in  a  sin- 
gle case.  After  this  registration  was  made,  a  bidder  was  ap- 
pointed for  each  township,  who  bid  oil  at  the  land  sale  each 
tract  of  land  to  the  party  to  whom  it  was  registered,  and,  in 
cases  wliere  more  than  one  inan's  claim  was  embraced  in  the 
same  tract,  the  person  to  Vvdiom  it  was  bid  off  would  deed  to 
the  proper  claiFuant  the  amount  belonging  to  him,  he  paying 
his  proper  share  of  the  ])urchase-money.  In  this  way,  every 
man  was  fully  protected  in  his  rights.  The  law  never  did 
and  never  can  protect  the  peojile  in  all  their  rights,  so  fully, 
and  so  com})letely,  as  the  early  settlers  of  Iowa  protected 
themselves  by  these  organizations,  doing  justice  to  all,  as  well 
as  paying  the  government  fully  for  the  lands  occupied  by 
them. 

The  land  officers  at  Burlington,  General  Yan  Ant  verp  and 
General  Dodge,  most  heartily  entered  into  the  spirit  and  inter- 
ests of  the  settlers  at  the  land  sales  in  securing  them  their 
lands,  f)r  which  these  eai'ly  settlers  honored  (Jen.  Dodge,  po- 
litically, as  few  men  wei*e  ever  trusted  by  any  peo])le.  (Jen. 
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Van  Antwerp,  fortunate]}^,  oi-  iinfortniiatcly  for  himself,  as  a 
politician,  never  went  to  tlie  people  for  office;  he  was  of  the 
old  Knickerbocker  chivalry — ^  was  educated  at  West  Point, 
and  always  wore  a  boiled  shirt  and  starched  collar — full  of 
^n'it,  but  always  true,  but  never  of  the  masses.  God  bless,  as 
lie  will  sui-ely  do,  the  "  old  settlers,"  generally  and  collect- 
ively, of  that  day. 

StraTige  as  it  may  seem  to  people  at  this  day  of  free  lands 
to  all  who  will  go  and  settle  upon  them,  at  that  day,  the  set- 
tlers on  public  lands  were  held  as  squatters,  without  any  I'ights 
to  bo  respected  by  the  government  or  land  speculators. 
Manj  amusing  incidents  happened  at  these  sales;  one  I  will 
relate;  There  were  thousands  of  settlers  at  the  sale  at  Bur- 
lington, in  the  fall  of  183S  ;  the  officers  could  sell  but  one  or 
two  townships  each  day,  and  when  the  land  in  any  one  town- 
ship was  offered,  the  settlers  of  that  township  constituted  the 
army  on  duty  for  that  day,  and  surrounded  the  office  for  their 
own  pi'otectiou,  with  all  the  other  settlers  as  a  reserve  force, 
if  needed.  The  hotels  were  full  of  speculators  of  all  kinds, 
from  the  money  leaner,  who  would  accommodate  the  settler 
at  fifty  per  cent,  that  is,  he  would  enter  the  settler's  land,  in 
his  own  name,  and  file  a  bond  for  a  deed  at  the  end  of  two 
years,  by  the  settler  paying  him  double  the  amount  the  land 
cost.  At  these  rates.  Dr.  ]3arrett,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and 
Louis  Benedict,  of  Albany,  New  York,  loaned  out  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  each,  and  Lyne  Sterling,  and  others,  at 
least,  an  equal  amount,  at  the  same,  or  higher  rates  of  interest. 
The  men  who  come  to  Iowa  now  cannot  realize  what  the  earl}^ 
settlers  had  to  encounter.  The  hotels  were  full  of  this  and  a 
worse  class  of  money  sharks.  There  was  a  numerous  class 
who  wanted  to  rob  the  settlers  of  their  lands  and  improve- 
ments entirely,  holding  th'it  the  settler  was  a  squatter  and 
trespasser,  and  should  be  driven  from  his  lands.  Yc»u  would 
hear  much  of  this  sort  of  talk  about  the  hotels,  but  none  about 
the  settlers'  cainps.  Amongst  the  loudest  talkers  of  this  kind 
was  an  F.  F.  Y,  a  class  that  has  now  about  "give  out."  This 
vnliant  gentleman  was  going  to  invest  his  money  as  he  pleased, 
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without  refcronco  to  settlers'  claims.  When  the  township  of 
"West  Point  was  sold  it  was  a  wet,  rainy  day;  I  was  bidder, 
and  the  oflicers  let  me  go  inside  of  the  office.  Jnst  when  I 
went  into  the  office,  Squire  John  Judy,  who  lived  on  section 
thirty-two  or  thirty-three,  whispered  to  me  that  he  had  been 
disap])ointed  in  getting*  his  money,, at  the  Last  moment,  and 
asking  me  to  pass  over  his  tract  and  not  bid  it  off.  I  did  so, 
but  this  Virginian  bid  it  off.  I  was  inside,  and  could  not 
communicate  to  any  one  until  the  sale  was  through,  and,  as  I 
did  not  bid  on  the  tract,  the  outsiders  supj)osed  that  it  ^.  as 
not  claimed  by  a  settler,  and  the  moment  the  bid  was  made, 
the  bidder  left  for  his  hotel.  As  soon  as  I  could  get  out, 
which  was  in  a  few  minutes,  and  make  known  that  Judy's 
land  had  been  bid  off'  by  a  speculator,  within  five  minutes 
time,  not  less  than  lifteen  hundred  of  as  desperate  and  deter- 
mined a  set  of  men  as  ever  wanted  honjes,  started  for  the  bold 
bidder.  Prominent  in  the  lead  was  John  G.  Iiennedy,  of 
Fort  Madison,  who  enjoyed  such  sport.  Col.  Patterson,  now 
of  Keokuk,  a  Virginian  by  birth,  but  a  noble,  true-heai'ted 
friend  of  the  settler,  and  who  had  been  intimate  with  the  Vir- 
ginian, made  a  run  across  lots,  and  reached  the  hotel  before 
Kennedy  and  his  army.  The  Colonel  informed  the  bidder  of 
the  condition  of  affairs,  and  advised  him  at  once  to  abandon 
his  bid,  which  he  did,  or,  rather,  he  authorized  the  Colonel  to 
do  it  for  him.  The  Colonel  went  out  and  announced  to  the 
crowd  that  the  bid  was  withdrawn,  and  that  the  bidder  had 
also  withdrawn  himself  Both  ofi'ers  were  accepted,  but  the 
latter  was  bitterly  objected  to,  and  only  acquiseed  in  when  it 
was  found  that  the  party  had  escaped  the  back  way,  and  could 
not  be  found  ;  there  was  no  other  remedy.  This  was  the  last 
outside  bid  given  during  that  sale,  and  you  heard  no  more 
talk  about  outside  bidding,  about  the  hotels.  The  squatters' 
rights  were  respected  at  that  sale. 

The  secretary  of  the  territory,  with  Chambers,  was  O.  IT. 
W.  Stull,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  in  place  of  Virginia  ;  ho 
was  Chambers's  brother-in-law,  eccentric,  but  high-toned  and 
honorable.    At  the  end  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his  old 


1870.] 


SQUATTERS  AND  SPECULATORS. 


273 


homo  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  with  credit  to  him- 
self, up  to  his  death,  but  a  few  years  since.  Many  amusing 
anecdote.^  couhl  be  told  of  him,  of  apiece  with  the  one  named 
by  ISTegus. 

The  lirst  whig  territorial  convention  held  was  in  May  or 
June,  1840,  in  Muscatine  ;  it  was  a  mass  convention  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  Congress.  There  was  a  large  delegation 
from  Lee  and  DeslMoines  counties.  ~Tlie  candidates  for  nomi- 
nation were  Alfred  Ritch  and  Philip  Yiele,  both  lawyers,  and 
citizens  of  Fort  Madison,  and  both  men  of  ability.  Jiitcli  was 
one  of  the  brightest  young  men  in  the  territory,  but  fell  an 
early  victim  to  consum])tion.  Judge  Viele  still  li\'es  at  his 
old  home,  in  Fort  j\[adison,  rich  and  honorable.  The  contest 
was  exciting,  and  almost .  bitter.  Hitch  was  the  pet  of  the 
young  America  of  his  party,  while  the  Judge  was  rather  the 
representative  of  whig  respectability.  One  delegation  from 
the  south  numbered  about  sixty,  and  camped  the  first  night  at 
Wapello,  Louisa  county.  The  next  morning,  a  few  miles  be- 
low Muscatine,  in  passing  a  house  a  red  petticoat  was  thrown 
out  as  a  shir  on  Gen.  Harrison,  the  whig  candidate  for  presi- 
dent; the  delegates  nuide  a  charge  on  the  red  flag,  headed  by 
the  redoubtable  "  Sile  Hudson,"  nov/  minister  abroad.  The 
flannel  was  captured,  and  the  delegation  |)assed  on.  There 
was  great  enthusiasm  at  the  convention.  Ivitch  was  nomi- 
nated, but  beaten  by  General  A.  C.  Dodge,  the  democratic 
candidate,  by  a  few  hundred  votes. 

I  will  give  one  case,  of  hundreds  and  thousands  that  could 
be  given,  of  the  hardships  of  the  early  settlers:  Alexander 
Crookshanks,  a  ISTorwegian  sailor,  one  of  the  noblest  works  of 
God,  an  honest  man  in  all  things,  settled  a  few  miles  west  of 
West  Poin.t,  in  Lee  county,  in  1835,  and,  by  luird  work,  made 
him  a  large  farm.  When  the  sale  of  his  land  was  ordered  by 
the  government,  he  went  to  western  New  York  and  borrowed 
four  hundred  dollars  of  his  brother,  to  enter  his  land.  This 
was  when  Martin  Van  Lurcn's  specie  circular  was  in  ibrce, 
and  certain  designated  banks  were  made  government  de- 
positories by  the  government.  Crookshanks,  to  be  certain 
35 


274 


ANKALS  OF  IOWA. 


that  his  money  was  'Mand  office  money, "  when  he  got  homo, 
paid  a  premium  of  threi^  ])cr  cent  in  ]\'ew  York,  to  get  the 
bills  of  a  city  bank  that  was  a  government  deposit  bank.  His 
brothel'  gave  him  thirty-four  dollars  to  pay  his  expenses  home. 
At  that  time  there  were  no  railroads.  Alex  walked  to  Pitts- 
burgh and  there  took  a  boat  for  St.  Louis;  but  when  he  got 
to  New.  Albany,  Indiana,  the  Ohio  river  was  so  low  that  there 
was  no  certainty  of  getting  to  St.  Louis  in  time  to  get  home 
by  the  day  of  the  sale  of  his  land,  and  he  had  no  money  to 
spare  to  go  by  stage.  So  he,  on  foot,  crossed  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  reaching  home  the  Friday  before  the  sale  on  ]\[onday; 
and  when  he  went  to  Burlington,  he  found  that  his  Kew  York 
money  would  not  be  taken  by  the  land  office,  and  he  had  to 
shave  off  his  money  that  he  had  already  paid  a  premium  for, 
to  get  "land  office  money"  for  "land  office  money"  and  pay 
another  premium  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  reducing  his 
four  hundred  to  three  hundred  and  lifty  dollars.  To  makeup 
this  fifty,  lie  had  to  sell  off  a  part  of  his  scanty  stock  at  less 
than  one-iifth  of  what  the  same  kind  of  stock  would  sell  for 
now.  I  recollect  the  day  Alex  started  to  -New  York  to  borrow 
the  money  to  enter  his  land  with,  asking  him  what  he  would 
do  if  he  failed ;  his  answer  was,  "  I  will  come  home  and  try 
to  borrow  at  the  sale,  but  if  I  fail,  and  lose  my  land,  I  will 
cross  the  Rocky  mountains  but  what  I  will  have  and  own  my 
own  land."  Of  such  stuff  were  the  early  settlers.  Why 
should  not  the  state  be  great  and  noble  now  ? 
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REOOLLEOTIOl^^S  OF  THE  EAELY  SETTLEMENT  OF 
NORTHWESTEEN  IOWA. 


BY  N.  LEVERING,  GREENWOOD,  MO. 


(Continued  from  page  143.) 

For  several  3'ears,  there  lived  and  roamed  a  siiiall  band  of 
Indians  in  nortliwestern  Iowa  and  southern  Minnesota, 
who  were  robbers  and  outlaws  from  other  tribes,  banded  to- 
gether. Thev  seceded,  mostly,  from  the  Sissitons  and  Yank- 
ton Sionx,  and  some  thieving  stra^u'<^lers  from  other  tribes. 
They  were  not  recognized  by  government  as  a  tribe  until 
within  a  few  years  back;  they,  however,  drew  annuities  from 
government,  by  attending  the  drawings  with  the  Yankton 
Sioux,  and  passing  themselves  for  Sioux.  This  band  was 
originally  known  as  the  Two-Finger  tribe,  having  taken  its 
name  from  its  chief,  "  Si-dom-i-na-do-tah  "  (two  fingers),  who 
had  lost  two  lingers  in  battle.  After  Si-dom-i-na-do-tah's 
death,  his  brother,  Ink-pa  do-tah  (Red  l  op),  succeeded  him  as 
chief.  It  was  then  known  as  Ink-pa-do-tah's  band.  They 
spent  much  of  their  time  fishing  and  hunting  about  the  lakes 
and  rivers  of  northwestern  Iowa.-  There  were  among  their 
number  several  half-breeds.  Their  numbers  have  been  vari- 
ously estimated  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Early  in  the  month  of  March,  1S57,  a  portion  of  Ink-pa-do- 
tah's  band  were  hunting  in  the  valley  of  tlie  Little  Sioux  river, 
in  the  east  of  AVoodbury  county,  when  they  chanced  to  pur- 
sue a  herd  of  elk  into  the  Smithland  settlement,  near  the  town 
of  "  Smithland,"  where  (as  1  was  informed  by  one  of  the  set- 
tlers) the  Indians'  pursuit  was  intercepted  by  the  settlers, 
who  took  from  them  their  guns,  and  pui'sued  the  elk  them- 
selves. The  snow  was  very  deep,  the  weather  cold,  and  the 
Indians  hungry  and  weary,  having  been  on  the  chase  for  sev- 
eral hours  without  iood ;  now,  deprived  of  the  means  of  ob- 
taining it,  their  savage  indignation  was  aroused.    They  de- 


276 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[jULT, 


mahded  provisions  of  the  settlers,  hnt,  their  stools"  beino-  short 
their  wants  were  not  fully  siipplied.  Ink-po-do-tah  and  his 
people  (estinjated  to  be  about  fifty)  remained  some  two  or 
three  days  in  the  settlement.  Tiie  settlors,  becoming  wearied 
with  the  protracted  visit  of  their  red  brethren,  resolved  to  re- 
sort to  some  strategy  to  relieve  themselves  of  their  company, 
as  their  cupboards  were  nearly  bare,  and  meal-tubs  empty, 
which  may  account  for  their  pursuing  the  elk.  Knowing  thai 
the  blood}'  and  disastrous  defeat  of  Ash  Hollow  was  yet  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  all  the  Indians  in  the  north-west,  and  that  it 
had  rendered  the  name  of  Gen.  JIarney  a  terror  to  every  sav- 
age heart,  they  resolved  to  personate  Gen,  Harney.  One  of 
the  settlers  donned  an  old  uniform  of  an  army  ofHcer,  and  was 
soon  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Little  Sioux  j-iver  from 
where  the  Indians  were  camped,  when  he  was  pointed  out  by 
some  of  the  settlers  to  the  Indians  as  Gen.  Harney,  and  they 
were  told  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  them,  whereupon  they 
packed  up  their  tents,  and  started  up  the  river,  with  their 
savaire  natures  aroused  and  burnini!:  with  revenjre  which 
they  yearned  to  gratify.  They  were  not  long  in  reaching  a 
small  settlement  in  Cherokee  county,  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles.  Here  they  entered  the  houses  of  the  settlers 
under  the  guise  of  friendship,  and,  after  discovering  the 
whereabouts  of  their  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  they  at  once 
seized  them  and  turned  them  upon  tlieir  owners,  who,  until 
now,  had  not  divined  their  treachery,  and  who  now  ibund 
themselves  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  their  unwelcome  visitors, 
who  were  panting  for  their  blood.  Tliey  first  helped  them- 
selves to  such  provisions  as  they  could  find,  then  auuised 
themselves  by  shooting  into  the  dilferent  articles  of  furniture, 
ripping  open  feather-beds  and  scattering  their  contents  to  the 
winds,  and  making  general  havoc  among  household  I'urniture 
generally.  In  one  house  they  foun.d  a  lady  washing;  she 
had  a  stove  boiler  filled  with  wat(M' ;  quite  a  number  of  them 
found  much  amusement  in  discharging  their  guns  at  il,  and 
would  laugh  heartily  to  see  the  water  gush  out  of  the  bullel- 
holes.    After  they  had  amused  themselves  in  this  way  a  short 
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time,  they  then  turned  upon  the  stock,  shooting  down  cattle, 
liogs,  etc., -cutting  out  the  choicest  portions,  and  leaving  the 
balance  ;  in  the  meantime,  tlie}^  kept  close  watch  of  the  set- 
tlers so  th'at  none  conld  escape.  Their  hellish  passions  were 
now  aroused  to  deeds  of  a  more  diabolical  character  —  they 
ravished  the  womeii  in  the  most  brural  manner;  the  lialf- 
brecds  among  them  seemed  to  be  the  principal  actors  in  these 
fiendish  outrages;  they,  liowevcr,  killed  no  one.  After  re- 
maining here  two  or  three  days,  they  next  proceeded  to  a  set- 
tlement in  Chay  county,  that  l)eing  the  next,  or  nearest,  on 
their  route.  Arriving  there,  they  scattei'ed  out  in  small 
squads  to  the  different  houses,  made  demonstrations  of  friend- 
ship as  they  entered  the  houses  of  the  settlers,  but  were  not 
long  in  developing  their  treachery.  Here  similar  destruction 
of  property  followed  as  at  Cherokee,  and,  if  possible,  the 
abuse  of  the  women  was  worse.  In  some  instances,  they 
would  make  the  husband  and  father  stand,  with  the  muzzle  of 
a  gun  pointed  at  his  bosom,  and  see  his  wife  or  daughter  rav- 
ished by  these  fiends  incarnate.  After  remaining  here  some 
two  or  three  days,  and  laying  waste  the  property  of  settlers, 
but  sparing  their  lives,  they  left  for  Spirit  Lake,  and  the  Oak- 
a-bo-jie  lakes  in  Dickinson  county.  These  lakes,  for  years, 
had  been  the  favorite  resort  for  these  Indians  and  nearly  all 
the  northwestern  tribes.  Tlie}^  are  romantically  situated, 
and  their  scenery  is  of  the  most  enchanting  character.  Spirit 
Lake  is  about  twenty  miles  in  circumference,  its  waters  re- 
markably clear  and  sparkling  —  so  clear  that  the  eye  can  ])ene- 
trate  its  crystal  bosom  several  feet.  ,  In  the  middle  of  this  lake 
no  bottom  has  ever  been  found.  It  abounds  in  evei'y  variety 
of  fish  found  in,  or  common  to,  the  north-western  lakes  and 
rivers,  together  with  other  aquatic  2;ame  of  every  kind  that  is 
known  to  the  country.  This  lake  is  about  eight  feet  higher 
than  that  of  East  Oak-a-bo-jie,  which  is  not  over  six  or  seven 
rods  distant  to  the  south  of  it.  An  enterprising  yankee,  in 
1860,  if  I  mistake  not,  cut  a  channel  from  one  of  these  lakes 
to  the  other,  aiul  erected  a  grist  mill  on  the  bank  of  the  Oaka- 
bojie,  thus  securing  a  most  valuable  mill  seat,  and  forming 
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the  only  outlet  to  S])irit  Lake.  The  waters  of  this  beautiful 
lake  are,  at  times,  much  agitated  and  throwj)  into  ^reat  coiii- 
motion,  its  waves  surging  and  dashing  their  wliite  foam  upon 
its  beautiful  pebbled  shores,  while  at  the  same  time  the  waters 
of  the  Oakabojie  are  periectly  calm  and  tranquil.  It  is  re- 
lated that,  at  times,  deep  consecutive  roariiigs  are  heard  in 
the  midst  of  this  lake,  as  if  proceeding  from  the  depths  o'f  its 
silvery  bosom. 

"Lo!  the  poor  Indian,  whose  untutored  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds,  and  liears  llim  in  tlie  wind," 

believes  this  roaring  to  be  the  voice  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and 
this  lake  is  the  home  or  abode  of  spirits  ;  so  firmly  were  they 
of  this  0])inion,  that  it  is  said  that  an  Indian's  canoe  never 
pressed  its  crystal  waters,  or  his  dripping  oar  ruflied  its 
bosom  ;  hence  the  name  of  Spirit  Lake.  Oakabojie  is  also  an 
Indian  name,  meaning  a  place  of  rest;  or,  as  an  old  French 
interpreter  delined  it  to  me,  "when  I  get  there  I  feel  rested  ; 
I  don't  feel  tired."  East  Oakabojie  is  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  long,  and  will  not  exceed  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  width  at  the  widest  point.  The  beautiful  groves  of  timber 
that  partly  encircle  this  lake  add  much  to  its  beauty  and  ro- 
niantic  character.  Its  waters  are  not  so  clear  and  pure  as 
those  of  Spirit  Lake,  showing,  conclusively,  tliat  there  is  no 
connection  between  the  two.  It,  too,  is  iilled  with  a  large  va- 
riety of  excellent  fish,  and  its  bosom  is  constantly  dotted  over 
with  countless  numbers  of  aquatic  Ibwls,  which  keep  up  a  con- 
tinuous squawking  serenade,  and  inspire  the  beholder  with 
a  feeling  of  romance  and  pleasure.  At  the  south-west  ex- 
tremity of  this  lake  is  located  West  Oakabojie  Lake,  united  to 
the  former  b}^  a  small  channel  of  water.  At  this  point  a  ])en- 
insula  extends  from  the  south  to  within  two  or  three  rods  of 
the  opposite  shore,  forming  an  excellent  wagon  road,  and 
across  the  channel  is  a  good  bridge,  com])letlng  the  road  to 
the  opposite  shore.  AVest  Oakabojie  is  about  the  same  size  of 
its  sister  lake,  but  its  waters  more  clear  and  ])ure,  showing 
that  there  is  no  connection  between  the  two,  other  than  the 
channel  before  spoken  of.    The  shores  of  this  lake,  in  ]>laces, 
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arc  walled  up  with  houlders  for  several  feet  in  length,  and 
liave  the  app'v'aranee  uf  having  been  built  by  the  hands  of 
some  very  skillful  stone  mason.  Whilst  many  believe  that 
human  hands  erected  tliese  walls,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the 
great  Architect  of  the  [Jnivcrse,  who  scooped  out  tliese  beau- 
tiful lakes  and  filled  them  Avith  their  limpid  waters,  erected 
these  walls,  in  the  hipse  ol"  time,  by  causing  the  waves  to  dash 
against  the  shores  and  wash  out  or  remove  the  surplus  gravel 
and  stones,  thus  leaving  the  boulders  one  upon  anothei'  as 
they  now  lie.  In  many  places  the  shoi'cs  are  crowned  with 
beautiful  o-roves  and  cbarn}in<x  foliac^e,  that  bend  theij-  wavino- 
heads  over  the  brow  of  these  rocky  shores,  as  if  to  kiss  the 
frothy  waves  that  dash  at  their  feet.  This  lake  is  the  source 
of  the  Little  Sioux  river. 

Well  might  the  Indian  call  this,  place  of  rest ;  for  here  he 
could  rest  his  wearied  limbs  after  a  long  chase,  and  cool  his 
heated  bruw,  and  slake  his  thirst,  and  regale  his  appetite  on 
the  luxurious  fish  that  coursed  through  these  pearly  lakes. 
The  Indian  was  not  the  only  one  to  ap])reciate  and  enjoy 
this  beautiful  country  ;  tliese  beautiful  lakes  and  surrounding 
rich  agricultural  country,  for  many  miles,  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  hardy  pioneers.  In  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1856  a  number  of  families,  numbering  in  all  about  sixty 
persons,  settled  about  these  lakes,  at  dlli'erent  points,  making 
the  settlement  very  scattering.  It  was  here  that  those  savage 
miscreants  bent  their  way  after  leaving  the  settlement  in  Clay 
county,  with  a  determination  to  slake  their  thirst  for  blood. 
On  arriving  there,  they  scattered  out  in  small  bands  to  the 
cabins  of  the  settlers,  professing  the  same  friendship  as  they 
had  done  on  previous  visits  ;  when  they  had  thus  entei'ed  all 
of  the  houses  in  the  settlement,  they  made  a  simultaneous  at- 
tack upon  the  inhabitants,  followed  by  an  in<liscriminate 
butchery  and  destruction  of  property.  They  spared  none 
from  the_  mercik^ss  tomahawk  and  scalpingdvuije  except  four 
Avomen,  who  were  made  [)risoners;  they  were  j\lrs.  Marble, 
Mrs.  Noble,  Mrs.  Thatcher,  and  iMiss  Gardner.  Some  live  or 
six  of  the  men  were  absent,  thus  saving  their  lives.  Two 
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wounded  men  (Thomas  and  Cai'ver,  I  think,  were  their  names), 
and  a  boy  twelve  or  fifteen  years  okl,  and  a  young  hidy  were 
all  that  escaped.  These  Ibnr  last  named  ])ersons  were  after- 
wards rescued  by  three  companies  from  Fort  Dodge,  and  vi- 
cinity, under  command  of  Maj.  Wilh'ams,' of  that  place,  who, 
on  learning  of  the  terrible  massacre,  at  once  hastened  to  re- 
lieve the  suiierers.  These  were  noble-hearted  men,  for,  in 
spiic  of  the  very  deep  snow,  severe  frosts,  swollen  streams, 
and  warring  elements,  they  beat  their  way  through  the  snow  — 
sometimes  drifts  of  filTeen  or  twenty  feet  in  depth  —  dragging 
after  them  their  1:1*0 visions  and  arms  on  hand-sleds,  the  deep 
snow  and  swollen  streams  rendering  their  horses  and  cattle  of 
but  little  utility;  the  frozen  earth  was  their  bed  at  night,  with- 
out a  tent  to  cover  their  heads  from  the  severe  frosts  or  pelt- 
ing stoi-ms.  On  arriving  there  they  buried  the  dead,  which 
were  about  ibrty-tvro.  On  their  ap})roach  the  enemy  fled  ; 
they  pursued  them  to  the  state  line,  when  they  retraced  their 
steps  for  home.  On  their  march  homeward  they  were  over- 
taken by  a  severe  snow-storm,  in  which  two  of  these  brave 
men  perished  —  Captain  Johnson,  and  William  Buckholder  — 
whose  bodies  Avere  aftei-wards  found  and  decently  interred  ; 
many  others  were  severely  fi'osted.  The  names  of  these  noble 
men  deserve  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold. 

The  Indians  remained  about  the  lakes  for  about  one  week 
after-committing  the  horrid  butchery,  keeping  a  close  watch 
all  the  while  over  their  prisonei-s,  whon»  they  kept  secreted 
in  the  brush;  in  the  ineantime,  keeping  a  sharj)  look-out  for 
the  approach  of  troops. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Mrs.  Marble  removed  to  Sioux  City, 
and  resided  in  the  family  of  Wm.  Granger  (whose  brother  had 
fallen  a  victim  in  the  massacre),  when  1  made  her  acquaint- 
ance. I  learned  from  her,  through  ^Irs.  Levering  (for  she 
would  not  converse  v\dth  a  gentleman  upon  the  subject  of  her 
captivity),  tliat  the  same  Indians  who  murdered  her  husband 
and  took  her  captive,  were  in  the  habit  of  freciuently  visiting 
her  house,  always  manifesting  warm  iViendship,  and,  on  com- 
ing into  the  house,  would  leave  their  guns  at  the  door,  on  the 
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outside;  but,  on  the  day  of  the  massacre,  wl^en  they  entered 
they  brouglit  tlieni  into  the  liousc  with  tliem,  wliich  aronsed 
her  6usi)icions  thnt  all  was  not  rii^-ht.  They  ordered  some- 
thing to  eat,  which  slie  immediately  set  ahout  preparing  for 
them;  and,  while  tlms  engaged,  they  insisted  that  her  husband 
should  shoot  at  a  mark  with  them,  which  he  had  frequently 
done.  Mr.  Marble  was  a  good  sliot,  and  a  good  competitor 
for  them.  The  mark  was  shot  down,  and  Marble  ran  to  put 
it  up,  and,  thus  engaged,  they  shot  him  down,  killing  him 
almost  instantly  ;  they  then  turned  to  Mrs.  Marble  and  told 
her  that  she  must  go  with  them.  After  partaking  of  the  re- 
past which  she  had  prepared  for  them,  they  loaded  her  down 
with  such  ])lunder  as  they  wished  to  possess,  and  started  for 
their  camp,  which  was  in  the  timber  near  the  lake  shore.  The 
poor  captive  could  now  only  gaze  for  a  moment  and  for  the 
last  time,  on  the  cold  and  ^lifeless  form  of  him  she  so  fondly 
loved,  and  with  whom  she  had  periled  her  life  amid  the  wilds 
of  the  frontier,  Air  from  dear  and  loving  friends,  and  among  a 
savage  and  merciless  foe.  She  was  goaded  on  by  these  un- 
feeling demons,  through  the  deep  snow,  and  under  a  ci'ushing 
load,  to  their  camp,  where  she  found  the  other  uniortunate 
captives,  who,  like  hei-self,  with  streaming  eyes  and  a  bleeding 
lieai'tjhad  gazed  for  the  last  time  on  the  lifeless  forms  of  loved 
ones,  and  their  rustic  homes,  once  so  happy  and  cheerful,  now 
so  gloomy  and  desolate. 

On  leaving  Spirit  Lake,  the  savages  headed  for  Springfield, 
a  small  town  in  ^Finncsota,  which  they  attacked,  but  were 
met  with  strong  resistance,  and  were  repulsed,  the  settlers 
fighting  nobly. 

From  what  JMrs.  Marble  could  learn  fi'om  her  captors,  some 
of  the  settlers  about  the  lakes  made  a  desperate  resistance. 
On  tlieir  leaving  Springfield,  they  were  closely  pressed  by  a 
company  of  mounted  infantry  from  Fort  Kidgley,  under  Capt. 
Bee. 

Captain  Fee  })ursued  the  enemy  only  a  few  miles,  overtak- 
ing some  sti'aggHng  squaws,  and  finding  (•c)nsivlei-able  })lunder 
that  had  been  left  behind  in  order  to  })i'eci])it:Ue  iheir  ilight  ; 
36 
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he  was,  nndoiibtedly,  close  upon  tliem  when  he  .ibandoned  the 
pursuit.  Mrs.  Marble  stated  that  quite  frequently  she  fell 
prostrate  to  the  earth  from  sheer  exhaustion  under  lier  burden- 
some load,  when  one  of  the  savages  would  place  the  muzzle  of 
a  loaded  gun  close  to  the  side  of  her  head  and  lire  it  off,  the 
report  of  which,  said  she,  ''would  nerve  me  up,  and  1  soon 
found  myself  again  upon  my  feet."  So  close  would  they  lire 
the  gun  to  her  head  that  the  hair  was  burned  olf  the  side  of 
her  head,  and  the  skin  on  her  neck  and  face  tilled  with  pow- 
der, the  marks  of  which  were  visible  fur  years  after.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  heavy  loads  they  were  forced  to  carry,  each  one 
was  compelled  to  carry  a  pappoose  strapped  on  top  of  their 
load.  These  tawny  little  specimens  of  human  nature  they 
were  anxious  to  rid  themselves  of,  if  possible,  and,  whenever 
an  opportunity  presented  itself  that  they  were  not  discovered 
by  the  Indians,  they  would  give  the  little  copperheads  such 
a  blow  with  their  list,  or  pinch,  as  would  cause  them  to  yell 
lustily,  so  that  the  Indian  parents  soon  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  ''Injun  pappoose  no  like  white  squaw,"  and  they  were 
relieved  of  them,  in  a  measure. 

When  Mrs.  Thatcher  was  taken  prisoner,  her  little  babe, 
about  four  weeks  old,  was  murdered  ;  and,  not  having  a  child 
to  nurse,  and  being  exposed  to  the  deep  snow  and  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  her  breast  healed,  and  her  limbs  became  very 
much  swollen,  so  that  by  the  time  they  reached  Big  Sioux 
river  she  was  ahnost  totally  unable  to  travel  further.  Hav- 
ing been  goaded  on  for  days  under  an  intolerable  load  until 
her  physical  powers  were  com})letely  overtaxed,  weary  natui-e 
DOW  yielded,  and  death  stood  waiting  for  the  last  sands  of  life 
—  not  as  the  king  of  terrors,  but  to  her,  as  a  kind  and  benevo- 
lent friend,  ready  to  relieve  from  distress.  While  she  was 
making  an  effort  to  cross  the  river  on  a  log  oi*  tree  that  lay 
across  the  stream,  tlie  savages,  doubtless,  thinking  that  she 
would  no  longer  be  of  use  to  them,  shut  her  through  llie  head, 
her  body  falling  into  the  stream,  where  it  was  left.  Thus 
ended  the  sutlerings  of  ALrs.  Thatcher. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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(Concluded  from  pa^olGO.) 

Concerning  the  boundary  difficillty  between  Iowa  and  Alis- 
soiiri,  Governor  Lucas,  on  the  3d  of  Oct()])er,  1839,  wrote  to 
the  secretary  oi"  state,  saying  it  seemed  to  be  his  misfortun'e  to 
1)0  drawn  irresistibly  into  a  controversy  with  the  authorities 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  inck)sing  copies  of  his  own  proc- 
lamations and  the  prochamittion  of  Governctr  Boggs,  of  Mis- 
souri, togctlier  with  copies  of  acts  of  the  Missouri  legishiture 
touching  tlie  matter,  and  conipLaints  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  Yan  Buren  county,  Iowa. 

In  those  days  the  mails  traveled  in  slow  and  uncertain 
coaches,  and  the  governor,  therefore,  determined  to  dispatch 
to  Washington  a  discreet  and  intelligent  special  messen- 
ger, who,  besides  bearing  his  communications  with  safety 
and  celerity,  would  be  able  to  ex])lain  satisfactorilj^  the 
condition  of  affairs  to  tlie  authorities  at  Washington. 
James  M.  Morgan,  or,  as  he  was  nick-named,  on  account 
of  his  rather  small  stature  and  vermillion  hair,  "Little 
Ked,"  who  was  afterwards  editor  of  the  Burlington  Gazette^ 
was  selected  for  this  res})onsible  duty;  and  on  the  9th  of 
December  started  from  Burlington  for  Washington,  with  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Avritingby  the 
governor.  Bat  "Little  Red  "  was  onl}^  four  days  on  his  jour- 
ney, when  the  situation  having  become  suddenly  more  threat- 
ening, the  governor,  on  the  13th  of  December,  forwarded  an- 
other communication  to  Washington,  giving  additional  in- 
formation, requesting  instructions  how  to  act,  and  inclosing 
the  affidavit  of  Stephen  Whit(;hcr,  Jr.,  a  lawyer  residing  in 
Muscatine,  who  had  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  scene  of 
difficulty,  setting  forth  the  fact  that  the  ^tate  of  Missouri  had 
actually  endxxlied  aji  armed  force  for  the  invasion  of  Iowa. 

The  legislature  of  Iowa,  p(M'ha])S  intending  to  ]>ouroil  upon 
the  troubled  watiu-y,  passed  a  j^reatnble  ami  resolnlions  of  so 
conciliatory  a  temper  that  in  effect  they  surrendered  the  point 
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at  issue  to  the  ]\lissouri  authorities.  They  were  entitled 
"Preamble  and  liesolutions  I'elative  to  the  difficulty  between 
the  territory  of  Iowa  and  "the  state  of  Missouri."  The  gov- 
ernor, whose  message  to  the  legislature  vetoing  them,  was 
dated  December  Gth,  1839,  had  no  further  to  look  than  to 
their  title  foi-  a  reason  for  withholding  his  signature  from 
them  ;  for  he  said  that  he  recognized  no  difficulty  between 
Iowa  and  Missouri,  but  that  the  controvei-sy  was  between  that 
Btate  and  the  United  States.  The  Governor  of  Missouri,  never- 
theless, seems  to  have  taken  advantage  of  their  passage  by 
the  legislature  by  publishing  them,  and  leaving  tlie  inference 
to  be  drawn  that  they  embraced  the  sense  of  the  territorial 
government  of  Iowa  on  the  sul)ject ;  whereas  they  had  no  such 
significance  withont  the  sanction  of  the  governor. 

However,  the  Alissouri  authorities,  seeing  the  firm  stand 
taken  by  Governor  J^ucas,  soon  after  began  to  relax  their  grasp, 
and  the  result  of  the  whole  proceedings,  which  had  kept  both 
Iowa  and  Missouri  in  a  state  of  turmoil  for  more  than  a  year, 
was  that  SherilF  Ileffieman,  of  Clark  county,  Missouri,  was  ar- 
rested by  the  sheriff  of  Yan  Buren  county,  Iowa  ;  and,  to  avoid 
excitement  and  the  ])ossibility  of  an  attempt  at  rescue  by  the 
JMissouri  partizans,  was  brought  to  Burlington,  where  he  had 
an  interview  with  Governor  Lucas.  The  governor  extended 
to  him  kind  words  and  a  conciliatory  manner,  promising,  so 
far  as  he  could  in  his  executive  capacity,  to  shield  him  from 
the  consequences  of  his  attempt,  in  obedience  to  the  mad-cap 
acts  passed  by  the  Missouri  legislature,  to  discharge  official 
duties  in  Iowa  that  should  have  been  confined  to  Missouri. 
Heffleman  declined  to  enter  iiito  recognizances,  as  suggested 
by  the  Iowa  authorities ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  was  not 
imprisoned,  but  was  nominally  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of 
Muscatine  county,  and  boarded  with  Josiah  Barvin  (father  of 
Prof.  T.  S.  Parvin),  and,  as  his  host,  like  others  of  a  later  gen- 
eration of  the  same  name,  was  distinguished,  among  other 
commendable  qualities,  for  hos})itality  and  generous  fare,  no 
tears  need  be- shed  at  this  present  writing  over  his  captivity. 
The  excitement  resulting  from  his  arrest  gradually  subsided, 
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till  on  the  3d  of  T^Tovembor,  1840,  Governor  Lucas  had  the 
satisfaction  to  formally  and  officially  announce  that  it  had 
ceased  alto^j^ether,  and  that  the  cordial  and  fraternal  feeling 
which  should  ever  mark  the  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  the 
several  states  was  fully  restored  between  the  people  of  Iowa 
and  Missoui'i. 

Tlie  arrest  of  Jleffleman  was  the  cuhnination  of  the  contro- 
versy. Missouri,  having  followed  bad  councils,  and  with  much 
pomp  and  bluster  precipitated  a  state  of  affairs  bordering  on 
civil  war,  like  all  braggarts,  was  in  the  end  most  com])letely 
defeated  and  dee])ly  humiliated,  and  the  judgmentand  conduct 
of  Governor  Lucas  was  signally,  though  tardily,  vindicated 
in  the  end,  by  a  decision  of  the  supi'eme  court  ol'  the  United 
States,  rendered  in  December,  1S48,  giving  to  Iowa  all  the 
territory  ever  claimed  for  her  by  her  first  governor. 

Governor  Lucas  announced  in  his  message  of  Xoveniber 
6th,  1839,  to  the  legislative  assembly,  that  the  territory  of 
Iowa  had  advanced  since  its  organization  in  improvement, 
wealth,  and  population  (which  latter  was  estimated  at  fifty 
thousand),  without  a  parallel  in  history,  and  recommended 
the  necessary  legislation  preparatory  to  the  formation  of  a 
state  government.  The  governor's  recomniendation  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  legislature,  but  the  proposition  to  form  a  state 
government  for  Iowa  was  overruled  by  tlie  people,  and  only 
consummated  in  1846. 

Among  the  latest  of  Governor  Lucas's  official  acts  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  executive,  was  a  proclamation,  dated  the  30th  of 
April,  1841,  calling  the  legislature  to  assemble,  for  the  lirst 
time,  at  Iowa  City,  the  new  capital,  un  the  first  Monday  of 
December  succeeding,  m  accordance  with  a  legislative  act 
passed  at  the  previous  session,  changing  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  the  logislatui'e,  and  authoi'izing  the  governor  to 
proclaim  Iowa  City  the  capital  as  soon  as  the  new  state  house 
should  be  in  a  sufficient  state  of  completion  to  give  sheher  to 
the  asscmblj',  or  suitable  buihlings  for  its  meetings  could  be 
procured  here. 

The  democratic  administration  of  Yan  Buren  having  given 
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place  to  tlie  whig  govenimeiit  of  Ilarrisoii,-  on  tlie  25th  of 
Alarcli,  1841,  John  Chambers  was  appointed  territorial  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa,  to  succed  Governor  Lucas,  wliose  term  would 
liave  at  any  rate  come  to  a  close  by  limitation  on  the  4th  of 
July  succeeding.  The  letter  of  Governor  Lucas  to  Daniel 
Webster,  then  secretary  of  state  under  Tyler  (who  by  this  time 
had  become  ])resideut),  is  dated  June  18th,  1S4I,  and  informs 
the  administration  tliat  he  had  turned  over  his  office  to  his 
successor,  and  also  contains  a  j^retty  sharp  side  thrust  at  Cham- 
bers for  the  apparently. discourteous  manner  in  which  he  had 
taken  possession  of  the  executive  oilice  in  Lucas's  temporary 
absence,  and  without  calling  on,  or  in  any  way  notifying  him 
of  his  presence  or  auihoi'ity.  This  ought,  howev^er,  to  have 
been  overlooked  and  excused  by  Lucas,  as  it  was  no  donbt 
attiibutable  to  ignorance  of  official  etiquette  on  the  part  of 
Chainbei-s;  for  it  was  long  since  the  whigs  had  had  a  chance 
at  office,  and  they  had  lost  the  knack  of  taking  hold,  like  a 
half-weaned  child  that  retains  the  old  thirst,  but  has  awkwardly 
forgotten  the  manner  of  gratifying  it. 

After  retiring  Irom  the  office  of  governor  of  Iowa,  Governor 
Lucas  removed  to  the  land,  adjoining  Iowa  City  on  the  south- 
east, which  he  had  purchased  from  the  government  when  it 
was  first  brought  into  market,  where  he  spent  the  most  of  his 
remaining  days  in  the  management  of  his  iarm,  the  care  of 
his  family,  and  the  education  of  his  children.  From  these 
grateful  employments  he  was  to  some  extent  withdrawn  for  a 
time  by  the  people  of  Johnson  and  Iowa  counties,  who  elected 
him  as  one  of  their  members  of  the  first  state  constitutional 
convention  ;  Hon.  S.  II.  McCrory  and  Hon.  Henry  Felkner 
(the  latter  now  a  resident  of  Muscatine  county,  and  the  former 
still  living  in  Johnson  county),  being  his  colleagues  from  this 
district.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees 
of  the  state  university. 

From  early  yoiilh,  Governor  t.ucas  had  been  a  devoted  and 
consistent  nuMnber  of  the  .\L;t iiodisl  l^piscopal  Church,  and 
consecrated  much  time  to  1  he  composit  ion  of  hymns  and  \'erses 
of  a  religious  character,  numy  of  which  are  by  no  means  dcs- 
it  ute  of  true  poetical  merit. 
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In  looking  back  npon  the  vista  of  a  long  and  useful  life, 
there  were  no  niatei'ial  points  in  liis  eventful  career  to  be  re- 
gretted. Starting  on  the  errand  of  life  in  the  dense  forests  of 
Ohio,  witli  the  surveyor's  chain  and  c()nij)ass  in  his  liands, 
these  instruments  seem  to  have  suggi'Sted  the  high  resolve, 
never  once  relaxed,  to  direct  his  pi'ivate  steps  and  ofiicial 
^valks  in  straiglit  lines,  regardless  of  personal  consequences. 

lie  had  a  clear  insight  into  the  future,  and  predicted,  on  ac- 
count of  slavery,  the  civil  war,  which  since  his  death  has 
steeped  the  land  in  blood.  Of  a  truly  courageous  and.  inde- 
pendent spirit,  although  warmly  attaclied  to  the  political  party 
whose  principles  he  had  es])oused  in  youth,  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  sever  his  connection  with  it  when  he  conceived  its 
course  reprehensible,  as  he  did  when  he  withdi-ew  his  support 
from  the  presidential  nominee  of  his  party  in  1852.  This 
trait  of  his  cliaracter  is  also  well  demonstrated  in  his  calm 
devotion  to  the  dictates  of  duty  during  the  boundary,  difficul- 
ties with  Missonri,  while  the  legislative  assembly  was  peti- 
tioning the  president  for  his  removal,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  territory  was  intriguing  foi'  In's  displacement. 

His  abnegation  and  heroism  are  evinced  by  an  episode  in 
his  military  services,  while  attaclied  to  Iluirs  army.  In  a  re- 
iTcat,  after  a  disastrous  engagement  with  the  British  and  In- 
dians, one  Stockton,  a  mounted  man,  had  his  horse  badly 
wounded  in  the  head,  which  caused  the  animal  to  plunge  about 
till  he  had  covered  his  rider  with  blood  and  then  thrown  him  off. 
Governor  Lucas,  who  at  the  time  was  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  a  brigadier  general,  and  with  a  few  brave  militia  was  cov- 
ering the  retreat  and  keeping  the  enemy  in  check,  seeing  the 
horseman  rise  stunned  and  bleeding,  uncertain  what  to  do  and 
unable  to  proceed,  and  apparently  badly  wounded,  without 
hesitation  instantly  dismounted  and  helping  Stockton  into  his 
own  saddle,  pointed  the  wa}',  and  told  him  to  make  his  escape 
as  fast  as  his  horse  could  carry  him.  This  delay  left  Governor 
Lucas  on  foot  and  the  very  last  man  on  the  retreat,  ox]>osed 
to  the  deadly  lire  of  the  pi'cssing  Indian  enemy,  tVom  whowso 
showers  of  rilie  balls  he  was  only  miraculously  }u-otected. 
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Thus,  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life,  lie  saved  that  of  a  fellow- 
soldier,  though  an  entire  stranger  to  hini. 

In  ])crson,  Governor  Lucas  was  tall,  being  six  feet  in  stat- 
ure, active  and  wiry.  IJis  complexion  presented  that  com- 
bination of  colors  larely  blended  —  black  hair,  a  fair  skin, 
and  blue  eyes.  Ills  aquiline  nose  was  long  and  thin.  Though 
stern  in  camp  and  coujicil,  in  private  life  he  was  exceedijgly 
gentle,  pleasant  and  kind,  the  companion  of  children  and  the 
friend  of  boys,  though  his  daughters  contend  that  he  loved  his 
girls  the  best,  while  all  agree  that  he  was  the  best  of  ])lay-fel- 
lows.  It  is  thcrelbre  unnecessary  to  add  that  he  was  an  in- 
dulgent father  as  well  as  an  atYectionate  husband.  All  men 
who  know  him,  even  those  who  differed  from  him  on  questions 
of  public  polity,  accord  to  him  native  ability  of  a  high  order, 
incorruptible  honesty  of  pur])ose,  and  unswerving  patriotism. 

In  habits,  Governor  Lucas  bordered  on  the  ascetic,  abstain- 
ing from  alcohol  in  all  its  forms,  from  hard  cider  to  modern 
whiske}^  and  was  a  member  of  the  first  temperance  society  or- 
ganized in  the  United  States.  Though  not  rich  in  immor  or 
wit,  hewasan  exceedingly  eloquentand  popular  stumpspeaker. 
Leaving  the  field  of  anecdote  and  pleasantry  to  others,  he 
dealt  in  sledge-hamnjcr  facts  and  argument,  pressed  in  a  fluent 
and  earnest  manner,  which  carried  the  crowd. 

His  death  was  not  the  result  of  disease,  but  from  exhaustion 
and  the  weight  of  years.  His  physicians,  M.J.  Morsman,  M. 
1).,  and  Henry  Murray,  M.  D.,  of  Iowa  City,  were  assiduous 
in  their  attentions  to  him.  But  only  "seventy  years  are  al- 
lotted to  man,"  and  he  had  already  exceeded  this  term  by 
nearly  two  years.  On  the  7th  of  February,  1S53,  full  of  years 
and  honors,  gray-haired  and  venerable,  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  members  of  his  family  save  one,  without  regrets,  strug- 
gles, or  objections,  he  quietly  passed  earth's  boundary  line, 
more  unchangeably  fixed  lor  us  all  than  that  of  ^Missouri  or 
Michigan,  to  the  confines  of  immortality. 

On  the  following  day  his  body  was  consigned  to  the  ceme- 
tery adjoining  Iowa  City  on  the  northeast,  where  he  awaits 
the  resurrection,  and  where  the  place  of  his  ret^t  is  mai'kod  by 
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a  four-sided  marble  shaft,  I)earing  on  the  west  side,  besides  the 
keystone  and  otlier  enibleiris  of  nia^^onic  mysteries,  illegible 
except  to  exalted  members  of  that  benevolent  order,  this  in- 
scription :  — 

ROBERT  LUCAS, 

DIED 

Feb.  7,  1853, 

AGED 

71  ys.  10  ms.  iind  6  ds. 
He  SETivED  iiTs  cou>;tky  in 

THE  WAll  OE  1813, 

WAS  ELECTED  TWICE  GOVERNOR 

OF  Ohio, 

and  avas  the  organic 
Governor  oe  Iowa  Territory. 


I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION  AND 
THE  LIFE  ; 

HE  THAT  BELIEVETH  IN  ME, 
THOUGH  HE  WERE  DEAD, 
YET  SHALL  HE  LIVE. 

His  death  occurred  just  as  the  Sabbath  night  had  worn  into 
the  morn  of  Monday.  Charles  Cartwright  and  Col.  Trow- 
bridge composed  his  body  for  the  grave.  Ihe  funeral  took 
place  the  succeeding  Tuesday,  and  was  numerously  attended 
—  the  religious  services  being  conducted  at  the  Methodist 
church,  on  the  corner  of  Dubuque  and  Jefierson  streets,  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  and  at  the  grave  by 
the  masonic  order,  of  which  he  was  a  member  of  higli  rank, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Hon.  E.  Chirk  and  Col.  S.  C. 
Trowbridge.  The  procession  from  tlic  church  to  theccm-  tcry 
was  one  of  genuine  mourners,  who  had  no  need  of  hhu-k 
crape  or  other  factitious  signs  of  woe,  to  indicate  their  gi  iot", 
as  they  followed  the  dead  governoi*,  on  whose  collin  lay  the 
sword  so  gallantly  won  and  worn  in  the  second  war  for  inde- 
pendence, and  which  he  had  bequeathed  to  whichever  of  his 
37 
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grandsons  should  lirsl  bejii- anus  in  delenco  of  liis  country. 

As  tlie  future  ([ualities  of  or!>-anic  nia'tter,  animal  or  ve,i2:et- 
able,  arc  foreshadowed  in  tlie  i^-erni,  su  is  it  witli  states.  Wlio 
will  say  that  many  of  the  qualities  which  have  made  citizens 
of  Iowa  pi-e-eminent  in  camp  or  cahinet  may  not  l)e  due,  re- 
motely, to  the  impiilse  (.'iven  the  youn<2;  teri"i<ory  by  her  iirst 
govei'uor  ?  lie  earnestly  advocated  the  common  school  sj^s- 
tem,  and  to-day  oui-  prairies  arc;  decked  v/ilh  school  houses, 
dotted  with  colle^u'es,  and  crowned  with  two  universities.  He 
laid  it  down  as  an  iuilexible  rule  for  his  official  action  that  no 
gambler  or  drunkard  should  receive  an  executive  appointment 
during  his  term,  and  Iowa  was  among  the  first  of  the  states  to 
enact  a  prohibitory  li(pior  law  ])y  the  ])opular  voice,  and  the 
worst  forms  of  gambling  are,  to  a  gi'eat  extent,  banished  from 
the  State.  IJe  strongly  advised  an  eai'ly  and  thorough  organ- 
ization of  the  militia,  and  thougli  pai'aae  has  been  dispensed 
with,  the  latent  martial  spirit  was  such  that  scarcely  a  gi-eat 
feat  of  the  late  tremendous  struggle  can  be  recounted  by  the 
historian  without  recording  the  transcendant  valor  of  some 
Iowa  corps. 

It  only  remains  to  be  add< d  that,  as  an  indication  of  the 
appreciation  in  which  his  services  are  held,  and  the  futui-e  in- 
terest to  be  taken  in  his  memoiy,  the  Historical  Society,  aside 
from  this  brief  and  very  imperfect  sketch  of  Clovernor  Lucas, 
and  his  portrait  ])ublished  in  the  January  number  of  the  An- 
nals (copies  of  which  are  already  being  sought  by  those  who 
hold  liis  memory  dear  in  other  states),  possesses  a  life-like  and 
life-size  portrait  of  him,  ])ainted  by  an  Iowa  artist, 
George  K.  Yewell,  which  adorns  the  library  room  of  the 
society. 

*In  ac-cor<l;ince  with  the  governor's  l)fqno<t,  this  sword,  worn  by  iiowvuov  Lucas 
when  in  the  regular  nnny,  li;is  come  into  tlu:  pos-^i-ssion  ot'OirirU's  S.  Ncallcy,  of  Musca- 
tine (the  only  son  of  (ioveruor  fjucas's  sofouil  d:uiL'htcr,  At)i'j;ail,  <U'ci';is(mI,  who  was  liio 
wife  of  thehite  Col.  Cliiirlt!.-.  N\-;il!oy),  uii  orphan  iH>y.  who  :it  the  u-o  of  >lxU'  n,  in  O.ao- 
bor,  iSiU,  joined  Company  <;  uft'.e  Elovrnlh  Iowa  liif  intry,  at  its  ori-in  il  or-aui/.ation ; 
but  wiio,  havini;  been  rejected  on  account  of  iiis  yr,u;h,  was,  on  his  repeated  impor- 
tunity, mustered  in  as  a  druuimer  boy,  suid  served  with  his  rc;.;iinont  tn  this  capacity  till 
after  llio  ba'tlc  of  Shiloli,  when  he  was  diseharged  on  account  of  sickness.  He  al;er- 
wiirds  rc-enlidted  in  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  witli  which  lie  served  as  musician  In  tli* 
rei.'hnoutnl  band. 
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THE  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

As  one  of  the  objecl^^  of"  tlie  Annates  (a>  hy  staTidiii!;-  un- 
iiounceniont.  on  its  cover  luis  licen  made  known  to  its  readei'S 
for  yeui-s)  is  to  publish  such  liistoi'ical  facts  as  i-elate  to  ^'tlie 
ori^'in,  f^i'owtli,  and  deveh)|)niont  ol'  tlie  institutions  of  the 
state,  with  their  l)enring  upon  the  vai'ious  interests  which 
liave  called  Iheni  into  existence,'*  it  niav  not  he  amiss  to  say 
a  word  concerning:  the  action  of  the  boai-d  of  i-eirents  at  tlieir 
session,  beu-nn  the  2^th  of  Jmn^  last,  tlie  first  held  under  the 
law  passed  i)ythe  le<iis]ature  last  winter,  "  for  the  iiitverninent 
of  tiie  state  university." 

At  this  meeting  two  very  im[)ortant  measures  were  adoj)tcd 
by  the  i-egents  —  an  aflii  inative  measure  abolishing  the  cluiir 
of  liistory  and  jiolitical  economy,  and  a  neg;itivc  measui-e,  re- 
fusing to  say  yes  or  no  to  the  medical  de])artment  —  a  false 
conception  of  the  late  boai'd  of  trustee.-,  wliich  was  blighted 
in  eirthryo  by  the  act  creating  the  board  of  i-egents.  This  act 
distinctly  says,  "  the  university  slrall  include  a  collegiate, 
scientific,  nornK\l,  law,  and  sucli  other  (le])artments,  with  >\\v\\ 
courses  of  instruction  and  elective  studies,  as  tlie.  board  of 
regents  may  determine  ;''  and,  of  course,  failing  to  name  a 
medical  department,  although  its  framers  well  knew  such  a 
department  had  a  quasi  existence  under  the  old  Board,  it 
must  be  conceded  to  be  suspended  for  the  time  being  by  tlie 
law,  unless  the  courts  shall  decide  that  the  negative  action  of 
the  regents  in  refusing  to  ]~)crform  a  work  of  supererogation 
b}'  declaring  suspended  or  abolished  a  de])artment  which  had 
already  been  set  aside  by  the  legislature,  should  be  interpreted 
as  establishing  it  —  a  theory  exploded  by  a  ])Ositive  resolu- 
tion of  the  regents  ]*efusing  to  make  any  a])propriations  them- 
selves, and  withdrjiwing  all  those  ali-eady  made  by  the  pre- 
ceding board  to  the  medical  department  :  or  unless  a  special 
meeting  of  the  board  (who  adjourned  till  next  ?y[arch'l  should 
be  lield  previous  to  the  re-opening  of  lh(>  univ(U'sity  in  Sep- 
tember, to  define  the  intent  of  their  iirst  action,  and  declare 
otherwise. 
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But  it  was  not  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  present  at- 
tempt to  establish,  witlioiit  antliority  of  Law,  a  medical  depart- 
ment, which  has  met  the  all  but  unanimous  ]v;otests  of  the 
medical  profession  of  the  state,  the  opposition  of  all  the  in- 
structors in  the  university  but  two,  the  condemr.ation  of  the 
leicis^hiturc  itself,  and  the  earnest  remonstrances  'A'  four  of  the 
six  I'cgents  i-ecentlv  elected  by  the  letiislature,  ar.d  is  support- 
ed only  by  the  pretended  medical  proiessors  themselveSj  and 
their  parasites,  together  with  those  of  the  old  board  ]:)revious- 
1}^  committed  to  the  ])roject ;  but  rather  to  point  out  the  in- 
consistent I'cdundancy  in  the  cast  of  the  interloping  medical 
faculty  wheii  compared  with  the  merciless  prunirg  of  the  col- 
legiate department,  in  sd'ippingit  of  a  chair  recognized  as  a 
necessity  by  nearly  every  college  of  standing  in  Auierica  and 
Europe,  and  one  which  was  hi  led  l)y  a  gentleman  the  longest 
of  any  associated  with  the  university,  and  who.  by  securing 
to  it  by  appro])riation  of  a  former  legislature,  the  proceeds  of 
the  saline  lands,  had  insured  to  the  university  one-fifth  of  its 
entire  permanent  fund. 

A  newspaper  published  at  the  seat  of  the  university,  says, 
in  a  semi-official  tone,  that  the  chair  of  history,  which  was 
lopped  off  the  collegiate  department  by  the  board  of  regents, 
"  was  created  by  the  last  board  rather  as  a  temporaiy  arrange- 
ment, and  the  time  seeming  to  have  arrived  now  when  its 
labors  could  be  distributed  among  the  other  professors  and 
save  the  expense  of  a  separate  teacher,  it  was,  by  resolution, 
abolished  as  a  separate  chair  of  the  institution."  This  explana- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  Board  is  flatly  contradicted  by  the 
official  announcements  of  the  univei'sity  itself  fvom  its  organ- 
ization in  1856  to  the  present  time  —  every  chancellor  or 
president,  actual  or  acting —  Amos  Dean,  Silas  Totten,  O.  M. 
Spencer,  IST.  li.  Leonai-d,  and  even  J.)r.  .Black  himself —  pro- 
claiming its  importance ;  and  in  Totten's  time  it  was  placed 
only  second  in  the  list  of  professorships.  So  th;it  this  chair 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  established  as  a  tcmporai-y  one, 
but  has  been  recognized  and  commended  by  every  ])resident 
of  the  university  from  the  organization  of  that  institution  to 
the  present  time. 


isro.] 


MEMOIR  OF  COL.   N.  AV.  MILLS. 


293 


l>nt  ill  the  composition  of  a  fhcultj  for  the  spurious  medical 
departmcnf  we  find  a  redundant  com])lcmeiit  of  cliairs  over- 
flowing- with  professors,  witliout  any  effort  to  prune  down  to 
eave  expense.  For  instance,  here  we  have  tlie  chair  of  med- 
ical jui-ispriidence,  wliile  tliere  are  Imt  two  otlier  medical 
schools  in  the  whole  Union  containincr  such  a  jn'ofessorship  ; 
and,  ag-ain,  we  have  the  chair  of  obstetrics,  and  the  chair  of 
diseases  of  women  and  chihlren,  tilled  by  two  separate  })rofes- 
sors;  while  in  sncli  medical  schools  as  Belle vue,  Kew  York, 
the  medical  department  of  the  university  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia,  and  a  dozen  others  that  might  be  named,  the 
most  eminent  institutions  of  medical  learning  in  the  country, 
where  the  professor  is  secured  for  the  chair  and  the  chair -not 
made  for  the  professor,  we  find  these  chairs  combined.  The 
anxious  inquirer  will,  therefore,  have  to  look  elsewhere  than 
to  economy  for  the  motive  of  the  president  of  the  university 
in  recommending  the  abolishment  of  the  important  chair  of 
history  and  political  economy  in  the  collegiate  department, 
while  he  favors  and  commends  the  unusual  and  unnecessary 
ones  referred  to  in  the  medical  department. 

It  is  but  sheer  justice  to  add  that  Prof.  T.  S.  Pai-vin,  who 
has  been  removed  from  his  professorshij)  in  the  university  by 
the  recent  action  of  the  regents,  is  a  gentleman  who  has  long 
and  earnestly  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  history,  local 
and  general,  ancient  and  modern,  and  is  conceded  by  all  to 
have  special  aptness  and  qualitications  for  the  chairwhich  has 
been  discontinued. 


MEMOIR  OF  COL.     W.  MILLS. 


'Non.h  Webster  Mills,  the  fourth  colonel  of  the  second  Iowa 
infantry,  whose  [)ortrait  we  ])resent  as  a  frontisjneco  to  this 
number  of  the  Annals,  was  born  in  MontgomcMT  county, 
Indiana,  June  21st,  1831.    He  received  hib  education  partially 
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at  Wabash  College,  defj-aving  lii.s  own  exj^en.'^es  w'lile  there 
from  the  proceeds  of  his  work  in  a  printing  <>liice.  In  college 
lie  was  distinguished  for  modesty,  morality,  and  industry. 
After  leaving  college,  he  was  attached  to  an  engineei'  corps, 
and  afterwai'ds  was  emplo^yed  in  Adams'  Express  Com])any 
as  a  messenger.  While  thus  engaged,  he  ap))lied  his  spare 
moments  to  the  study  of  law.  De  was  admitled  to  the  har  in 
in  1S5G,  and  the  same  year  i-emoved  to  Des  Moines,  where, 
renouncing  the  j.)rofessi<)n  of  law  for  the  time,  lie  engaged 
with  his  brother,  F.  M.  Mills,  in  the  book  ])rinting  business, 
as  one  c)i'  the  well  known  and  successful  lirm  of  ^lills  &  Co. 

On  the  l)reaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  he  was  among  the ' 
first  in  Jowa  to  join  the  Union  ai-my,  and  entered  the  service 
as  a  lieutenant  in  Capt.  M.  Crocker's  ctjuipany.  which  was 
assigned  to  the  second  infantry.  At  the  organization  ol' the 
regiment,  Crocker  became  major,  and  Mills  took  his  place  as 
captain,  which  ])osition  he  held  till  the  22d  day  of  June,  1802^ 
wlien  he  was  promoted  to  the  majority,  two  days  later  to  the 
lieutenant  colonelcy,  and  finally,  in  the  succeeding  (3ctober, 
to  the  full  colonelcy  of  the  regiment.  Ilis  latest  promotion, 
however,  had  not  time  to  reach  him  before  his  death.  lie  en- 
tered npon  his  military  career  with  the  lowest  commissioned 
position,  and  in  seventeen  months,  by  bravery  and  good  con- 
duct, had  attained  the  highest  regimental  rank. 

He  had  passed  with  his  regiment  unscathed  throngh  many 
Bevere  conflicts,  such  as  the  siege  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the 
battle  of  Shiloli,  but  death  awaited  him  in  the  second  day's 
battle  of  Corinth,  October  4,  1802,  whei'e  and  when  he  re- 
ceived his  death  wound.  Col.  Baker,  wlioAi  he  succeeded  in 
command,  had  been  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
preceding  day.  On  the  second  day,  the  enemy  had  massed 
his  forces  on  the  south  side  of  Corinth  for  a  last  desperate 
cliaro-e  on  the  Union  lines,  and  came  dashin£r  down  into  the 
town  on  tlicdouble-quick.  At  this  critical  juncture  ('ol.  iMills, 
while  rallying  liis  regiment  In  a  successful  ellbrt  to  drive  back 
the  rebels,  received  a  musket  ball  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  which 
plowed  a  furrow  from  the  toes  to  the  heel,    lie  was  taken  to 
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the  hospital  in  due  tiiiio,  and  liis  wound  not  being  considei-ed 
even  dangerous,  he  was  warndy  congratuhited  on  the  happy 
issue  of  the  figlit,  and  the  conspicuous  services  himself  had 
rendered  in  securing  tlie  victory,  as  well  as  on  the  promotion 
which  certainly  awaited  him.  But,  unhappily,  death  is  too 
often  in  the  wake  of  the  slightest  injury,  and  lock-jaw  super- 
vening, the  gallant  Col.  Mills,  eight  days  alter  the  i-eceipt  of 
his  wound,  was  numbei-ed  with  tlie  slain.  His  body  was  soon 
aftei'wards  brought  home,  and  buried  with  distinguished  hon- 
ors at  J)es  i\l()ines.  . 

Col.  Mills  somewhat  exceeded  the  average  height,  and  was 
ratlier  portly,  lie  had  a  good  voice  and  was  kind  and  frank 
in  manners,  wliich  were  enhanced  by  a  blue  eye,  fair  com- 
plexion, and  light  brown  hair.  lie  was  a  good  scholar  and  a 
forcible  writer,  and,  though  young,  was  an  inllucntial  citizen 
of  Des  Moines  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

L.  D.  Ingersoll,  author  of  "Iowa  and  the  Eebellion,"  says 
of  him:  "A  kinder  heart  than  his  never  beat,  nor  a  more 
generous  soul  ever  animated  man.  He  was  a  practical  printer, 
a  ripe  scholar,  an  independent  thinker,  aline  writer,  an  excel- 
lent soldier,  a  man  of  a  thousand  admirable  qualities  and  not 
one  bad  one.  His  modesty  had  ])revented  him  from  gaining 
the  standing  to  which  his  merits  entitled  him ;  but  it  is  the 
absolute  truth  that  in  his  death  Iowa  lost  one  of  her  best,  one 
of  her  most  lovable,  most  promising  citizens,  and  the  volun- 
teer service  an  officei*  who,  had  ho  been  spared,  would  have 
added  to  its  dignity,  its  fame,  and  its  usefulness." 

He  left  a  wife  and  two  children.  The  battle  of  Corinth  be- 
reft his  wife  not  only  of  her  husband,  but  of  her  father,  Brig. 
Gen.  TTackelman,  of  Indiana,  who  was  killed  in  the  first  day's 
fight.  When  informed  of  the  inevital)ility  of  death.  Col. 
sent  touching  messages  to  his  parents  and  family,  breathing 
nothing  but  resignation  and  heroism. 

The  principal  fa(;ts  contained  in  this  meagre  sketch  have 
been  gleaned  from  Ingersoll's  Iowa  and  the  Rebellion,''  and 
Stuart's  ''Iowa  Colonels  and  Regiments." 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


It  should  have  been  mentioned  before  that  the  fine  sketch  of  Gen.  J.  A. 
Williamson,  publislied  in  the  April  number,  was  written  by  that  spirited 
■writer,  L.  D.  Ingersoll,  now  one  of  the  principal  editors  of  the  Chicago 
Post,  and  popularly  known  among  all  lowu  readers  as  "  Linkensale." 


The  loica  School  Journal,  published  by  Mills  &  Co.  of  Des  Moines,  and 
edited  by  an  able  corps  of  writers,  is  one  of  the  regular  monthly  visitants 
to  the  sanctum  of  the  Annals.  It  is  so  filled  with  suggestions  and  expe- 
riences in  the  field  of  practical  education,  that  we  cannot  see  how  any  one 
in  Iowa,  engaged  in  this  high  calling,  can  all'ord  to  be  Avitliout  it. 


Miss  Mar}'-  IMurra}',  a  young  amateur  artist  of  Iowa  City,  lias  ju«t  com- 
pleted, for  Gov.  Hays,  of  Ohio,  a  copy  of  the  portrait  of  Gov.  Lucas, 
painted  by  George  H.  Yev/ell  for  the  Historical  Society.  Miss  Murray's 
picture  is  pronounced,  by  members  of  the  Lucas  family,  to  be  the  best  like- 
ness extant  of  the  first  governor  of  Iowa. 

Tlie  Evergreen,  a  Masonic  monthly,  published  at  Dubuque,  under  the 
able  editorial  supervision  of  Dr.  Guilbert,  is  not  only  an  eflectivc  exponent 
of  freemasonry,  but  always  contains  articles  of  value  and  interest  to  the 
general  reader. 


We  send  this  number,  as  we  did  the  last,  to  every  newspaper  on  the 
secretary  of  state's  list,  and  to  such  others  as  we  know  to  have  been 
started  since  that  list  was  issued,  and  are  now  in  receipt  of  a  larger  file  of 
Iowa  papers  than  was  ever  bL^fore  deposited  in  the  Historical  Rooms.  AVe 
should  like  to  make  this  file  entirely  complete,  and  hereby  request  all  pub- 
lishers, who  have  not  already  done  so,  to  put  the  Annals  on  their  ex- 
change list. 


We  have  not  room  to  publish  all  the  fine  things  said  by  the  press  of  the 
April  number  of  the  xVnnals,  but  the  compliments  are  appreciated  all  the 
same. 
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THE  EAULY  HISTOEY  OF  IO¥A. 


BY  CHARLES  NEGUS. 


(Continued  from  page  216.) 

A  CHAPTEK  OF  CEIME. 

THE  INDIAN  GIRL  HAXTA. 

In  1838,  while  the  Sioux  occupied  the  northwest  part  of 
lowii,  and  the  Pawnees  hved  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
souri, on  the  river,  about  one  hundred  and  lifty  miles  above 
Council  Blufis,  there  happened  an  incident  quite  revolting  to 
civilization. 

The  Pawnees  have  been  uoted  as  a  warlike  and  cruel  peo- 
ple, and  had  long  been  at  variance  witli  the  Sioux,  and  at 
that  time  were  engaged  in  a  fierce  and  sanguinary  war. 

In  the  month  of  February  of  this  year,  the  Pawnees  cap- 
tured a  Sioux  girl,  about  fourteen  years  old,  named  Ilaxta. 
She  was  taken  to  their  village,  wliere  she  was  kej^t  as  a  pris- 
oner, and  treated  as  one  of  their  own  tribe.  Her  situation 
being  known  to  the  Indian  ti'aders  in  tliat  vicinity,  they  made 
efforts  to  piircliase  lier  liberty,  that  she  might  be  restored  to 
herparerits.  But  tliesc  eiforts  proved  unsuccesstul.  She  was 
kept  as  a  prisoner,  and  treated  kindly  for  several  months. 
38 
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About  the  time  the  Indiaiis  commenced  to  plant  their  corn, 
the  chiefs  and  warriors,  about  ei<^-htj  in  number,  held  a  coun- 
cil, at  which  they  determined  to  offer  her  "  to  the  spirit  of 
fecundity  in  a  new  corn  crop,  which  they  were  about  to 
phnnt."  At  the  close  of  the  council  she  was  taken  from  her 
lodgings,  and,  accompanied  by  the  whole  council,  was  led 
from  wigwam  to  wigwam  througli  the  whole  village,  at  each 
of  which  she  was  pi-esented  with  a  present. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  two  days  after  she  had  been 
presented  with  these. presents,  she  was  led  to  the  place  of  her 
sacrifice ;  and  not  until  she  arrived  at  this  spot  was  she  in- 
formed of  the  doom  which  awaited  her.  The  place  selected 
was  between  two  trees,  which  stood  about  five  feet  apart. 
Three  bars  of  wood  were  fastened  to  the  trees,  as  a  platform 
for  her  to  stand  upon.  A  fire  was  kindled  under  the  bars, 
and  supplied  with  dry  fuel  till  the  flames  would  reach  the 
platform.  Two  stout  warriors  then  raised  the  girl  by  the 
arms,  mounted  the  platform,  and  caused  her  to  stand  directly 
over  the  flames.  Two  small  fagots  of  dry  wood  were  ignited 
and  placed  under  her  arm-pits  ;  while  she  was  thus  suflering 
torture,  the  assembled  population  of  the  village  stood  around, 
at  a  short  distance  from  their  victim,  to  witness  the  scene. 
~  After  she  had  thus  suffered  till  exhausted  nature  had  nearly 
surrendered  life,  all  the  warriors,  who  were  standing  by  with 
their  bows  and  arrows,  at  a  given  signal,  let  fly  their  arrows, 
and  every  vital  part  of  her  body  was  pierced  with  these  mis- 
siles. As  soon  as  life  was  extinct,  their  arrows  were  pulled 
from  the  quivering  flesh,  and,  while  her  body  was  still  warm, 
her  fiesh  was  cut  in  small  pieces  from  her  bones,  and  placed 
in  baskets. 

The  baskets  of  flesh  were  taken  to  a  newly  prepared  corn, 
field;  here,  the  principal  chief  first  took  a  ]nece  of  flesh  from 
the  basket,  and  squeezed  from  it  a  drop  of  blood  upon  the  de- 
posited grains  of  c(jrn ;  this  example  was  followed  by  the  cith- 
ers, till  every  liill  had  been  bathed  with  blood,  when  the  corn 
was  covered  with  earth.  And  thus  closed  the  tate  of  the 
Sioux  Indian  girl,  IJaxta. 
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About  this  time  (1SJ3),  there  was  a  man  in  Iowa  who  at- 
tracted much  attention,  and  who  was  known  by  the  name  of 
"Bill  Johnson."  There  h^cd  been  a  man  in  Canada  who  was 
known  to  the  public  hy  this  name.  This  man  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  some  of  their  political  movements,  and  had  car- 
ried liis  measures  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  charged  with 
treason,  and  to  elude  the  grasp  of  the  civil  authorities  se- 
creted himself  among  the  islands  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here, 
with  a  party  of  his  associates,  for  some  months  he  managed 
his  enterprise  for  political  reformation,  and  balHed  all  efforts 
of  the  civil  authorities  to  arrest  him  ;  frequently  making  sallies 
upon  the  shipping,  which  went  up  and  down  the  river,  to  ob- 
tain his  supplies. 

This  man  and  his  exploits  were  subjects  ofmany  newspaper 
comments,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, sympathized  with  him  in  his  political  undertakings  ;  and 
^lie  was  commonly  styled  the  "Canadian  patriot,"  or,  "the 
hero  of  a  thousand  exploits." 

An  individual  pretending  to  be  the  Canadian  patriot,  came 
into  Iowa  with  a  young  girl,  whom  he  represented  to  be  his 
daughter,  and  settled  in  Clayton  county,  which,  at  that  time, 
was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  was  attached  to  Dubuque 
county,  for  judicial  purposes.  Johnson  had  not  been  in  this 
location  very  long,  before,  for  some  reason,  he  became  very 
obnoxious  to  his  neighbors;  and  some  eight  or  ten  white 
persons,  accompanied  by  a  party  of  Indians,  went,  one  cold 
night,  to  his  house,  and  he  represented  that  they  took  him 
•  from  his  bed,  forced  him  out  of  doors,  and  tied  him  to  a  tree, 
and,  after  giving  him  about  tifty  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  or- 
dered him  and  his  daughter  Kate  to  pack  up  their  things  and 
leave-the  neighborhood  within  two  hours,  and  never  to  return 
again,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

Johnson  and  his  daughter,  after  being  thus  dealt  with, 
started  in  the  night,  and  travelled  a  distance  of  twenty-tive 
miles,  over  a  prairie  country,  when  it  was  so  cold  that  ono  of 
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the  rioters  was  reported  to  have  frozeu  to  death ;  another 
froze  his  feet,  and  several  others  were  more  or  less  frost-bitten 
before  they  could  get  to  their  own  liomes.  "When  Johnson 
and  his  daughter  rehearsed  in  Dubuque  the  treatment  they 
had  received,  and  the  old  man  representing  himself  to  be  the 
Canadian  patriot,  they  elicited  much  sympathy  in  their  behalf. 
The  newspapers  published  their  wrongs  to  the  world,  and  the 
citizens  of  Dubuque  interested  themselves  in  bringing  the 
offenders  to  justice.  The  rioters  were  arrested,  and  four  of 
the  number,  by  the  names  of  Evans,  Spencer,  Parrish,  and 
Rawley,  v/ere  convicted,  and  one  was  sentenced  to  the  peni- 
tentiary for  two  years,  and  the  others  fined  two  hundred  dol- 
lars each. 

After  this  transaction  Johnson  left  Dubuque,  and  coming 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  territory  with  his  daughter,  he 
stopped  and  made  a  claim  in  Mahaska  county.  Johnson  was 
a  large,  stout  man,  well  built,  bold  and  resolute  in  his  man- 
ners, and  his  whole  bearing  of  such  a  character  as  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  fear  and  dread  in  those  who  might  chance  to 
meet  with  his  displeasure. 

He  had  not  been  in  Mahaska  county  long,  before  a  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Peck,  who  had  made  a  claim  near  to 
Johnson's,  became  enamored  with  Miss  Kate,  and  the  young 
twain  wished  to  be  joined  as  husband  and  wife.  The  old 
man,  being  informed  of  their  wishes,  was  violently  opposed 
to  it,  and  ordered  Peck  to  stay  away  from  his  house.  P)Ut 
Peck,  not  willing  to  give  up  the  object  of  his  love,  watched 
an  opportunity  when  the  old  man  was  away  from  home,  took 
the  girl,  and  came  to  Benjamin  McClary's,  a  special  Iriend  of 
his,  in  Jefferson  county,  where  they  were  married. 

The  old  man  coming  home  and  finding  his'  daughter  gone, 
soon  learned  the  cause  of  her  absence,  got  on  their  trail,  and 
followed  in  hot  pursuit.  The  young  couple  had  been  married, 
and  had  just  retired  to  bed,  when  the  old  man  arrived  at  ^Ic- 
Clary's.  lie  entered  the  house  with  a  drawii  pistol,  ascended 
the  ladder  to  the  loft'of  the  cabin,  where  his  daughter  and 
her  spouse  had  gone  to  bed  ;  made  her  got  up  and  dress  her- 
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self,  ordered  her  to  go  down  tlie  ladder,  put  her  on  a  horse, 
and  rode  awaj,  while  her  husband  stood  by,  a  silent  specta- 
tor, and  dared  not  move  a  finger  or  say  a  word  in  her  behalf. 

Young  Pech,  though  he  showed  no  resistance  at  the  time, 
did  not,  as  it  is  2:)resumed  from  the  sequel,  quietly  brook  the 
insult  offered,  or  forget  the  injury  received,  in  being  thus  de- 
prived of  his  wife;  for,  a  few  evenings  after  Johnson  returned 
with  his  daughter  to  his  home  in  Mahaska  county,  some  -per- 
son,  just  after  dark,  approached  his  house,  which  was  occupied 
only  by  himself  and  daughter,  pointed  a  rilie  through  a  hole 
iu  the  cabin,  and  sent  a  leaden  bullet  through  his  heart,  and 
the  old  man  fell  on  the  fioor  and  died  without  speaking  a 
word. 

Peck  was  arrested  for  the  murder,  and  lodged  in  the  jail  of 
Wasliiugton  county,  which  then  had  judicial  jurisdiction  over 
all  the  territory  west  of  it.  He  subsequently  had  his  trial, 
and  was  acquitted,  though  there  was  little  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  the  public,  that  he  was  the  murderer  of  this  bold  and  dar- 
ing man. 

These  transactions  made  Jolmson  so  notorious  a  character 
in  Iowa,  that  means  were  taken  to  ascertain  if  the  history  he 
had  given  of  himself  was  correct;  and  it  was  satisfactorily 
found  out  that  he  was  an  impostor ;  a  man  of  low  repute ; 
and  not  the  disduguished  Bill  Johnson,  the  Canadian  patriot. 
And,  on  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  his 
troubles  in  Clayton  county,  it  was  very  evident  that  he  and 
Miss  Kate  had  perjured  themselves  on  the  trial  of  those 
charged  witli  abusing  them, —  so  much  so,  that  the  governor 
thought  proper  to  pardon  tliese  convicts;  and  these  individ- 
uals, upon  being  pardoned,  immediately  took  measures  to  ar- 
rest jMiss  Kate  for  perjury.  But  the  friends  of  Peck,  at  his 
request,  interposed,  and  sent  her  off  out  of  the  territory  in 
time  to  elude  tlie  ofticers  of  the  law,  and  slie  thus  escaped  a 
lefftal  investi^-ation. 

And  thus  ended  the  career  of  this  man  and  liis  daughter  in 
Iowa,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  those  who  were  instrunn»nlal  in 
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liolping  to  convict  those  who,  as  they  supposed,  had  inflicted 
a  flagrant  wrong  upon  Eill  Johnson,  the  Canadian  j)atriot, 
'the  celebrated  hero  of  a  thousand  islands. 


THE  INDIAN  TRADERS. 

About  this  time,  the  Winnebago  Indians,  who  lived  in  the 
norther  part  of  Iowa,  on  the  neutral  grounds,  were  very 
troublesome.  Some  unprincipled  whites  were  in  the  habit  of 
selling  them  whiskey,  and  prompting  them  to  commit  depreda- 
tions by  stealing  and  robbing. 

"While  under  the  influence  of  whiskey,  some  of  the  tribe  ' 
murdered  Messrs.  Tegardner  and  Atwood,  traders  in  the  In- 
dian country,  and  severely  wounded  the  son  of  the  former 
gentleman.  These  murders  were  committed  at  their  trading 
house,  which  the  Indians  set  on  fire,  and  the  house  and  the 
dead  bodies  were  burned  to  ashes. 

Some  of  the  Indians  supposed  to  have  been  engaged  in 
these  murders  were  taken  prisoners,  brought  to  Dubuque,  and 
lodged  in  jail.  They  remained  in  prison  a  long  while  before 
they  were  brought  to  trial,  and,  while  confined,  one  of  them, 
named  Wah-con-chaw-kaw  (big  Indian),  killed  one  of  his  com- 
panions, and  when  interrogated  why  he  did  it,  the  only  an- 
swer was,  that  ''so  great  a  liar  ought  not  to  live."  The  oth- 
ers had  their  trial  and  were  all  acquitted  ;  but  Wau-con-chaw- 
kaw  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  life. 

While  waiting  for  a  trial,  some  of  the  Indians  escaped  from 
the  jail,  and  after  being  absent  some  time,  very  unexpectedly 
to  everybody,  came  back.  The  reason  of  their  return  was, 
probably,  because  their  comrades  would  not  receive  them  as 
belonging  to  their  nation  till  they  had  answered  to  the  penal- 
ties of  their  ci'ime,  or  been  honorably  acquitted,  supposing, 
if  they  protected  them,  that  I  heir  nation  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  their  crimes. 
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COFMAN. 

In  the  spring  and  snnimer  of  1815,  the  west  seemed  to  be 
infested  with  a  band  of  desperadoes  and  reckless  characters, 
and  the  pnblic  mind  was  ahnost  dail}^  startled  bj  the  report 
of  horse-stealing,  robbei'j,  or  some  bloody  crime. 

A  young  man  in  Washington  county,  by  the  name  of  ]\Ic 
Cally,  ran  away  with  a  man's  wife  by  the  name  of  Cofman, 
wlio,  being  left  with  several  small  children,  and  not  knowing 
how  to  better  his  condition,  made  pursuit,  overtook  the  run. 
aways,  and  brought  his  wife  back.  McCally  soon  returned  to 
the  neighborhood,  and  sought  interviews  with  Mrs.  Cofman, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  her  husband.  One  Sunday  eve- 
ning, Cofman  and  his  wife  started  to  pay  a  visit  to  one  of  their 
neighbors ;  their  course  led  them  to  pass  by  a  cornfield,  and 
Cofman  was  carrying  a  child  in  his  arms.  McCally  (as  was 
supposed),  in  a  collusion  with  Mrs.  Cofman,  had  secreted  him- 
self in  the  cornfield  with  a  loaded  rifle,  and  as  the  couple 
were  passing  his  place  of  concealment,  shot  Cofman  dead  on 
the  spot,  the  ball  just  missing  the  child. 


MILLER  AND  LIECY. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1815,  John  Miller,  with  his  son-in- 
law,  by  the  name  of  Liecy,  with  their  families,  emigrated 
from  Ohio,  and  stopped  in  Lee  county,  where  they  offered  to 
pay  cash  for  a  good  farm  ;  and,  from  this  circumstance,  it  was 
soon  reported  through  the  neighborhood  that  he  had  a  large 
amount  of  money. 

Miller,  Liecy,  and  another  man  were  the  only  male  inmates 
of  the  house.  On  the  night  of  the  tenth  of  May,  tlio  family, 
as  usual,  retired  to  bed  for  the  night.  About  twelve  o'clock 
at  night  they  were  aroused  from  their  slumbers  by  three  men 
entering  the  house  with  a  dark  lantern,  and  demanding  their 
money.  The  old  man  and  his  son-in-law,  not  being  disposed 
to  cpiietly  give  up  tlieir  money,  did  not  readily  comply  with 
their  denumds,  but  undertook  to  drive  tlio  robbers  from  tlicir 
house,  while  the  third  num,  being  friglitened,  hid  himself  un- 
der the  bedclothes. 
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There  was  a  desperate  struggle  between  the  robbers  and 
the  old  man  and  his  son-in-law.  stiller  was  stabbed  in 
the  heart,  and  immediately  breathed  his  last.  Liecj,  being 
first  shot  with  a  pistol,  and  then  i'ecei\  ing  several  deep  gashes 
upon  the  liead  and  back  from  a  bowie-kuife,  fell  helpless  on 
the  floor.  The  assassins,  being  disheartened  at  the  bold  resist- 
ance with  which  they  had  been  received,  and,  pi'obably,  fear- 
ing tliat  the  disturbance  which  they  had  made  might  raise  the 
neighbors,  made  a  hasty  retreat  without  securing  their  booty. 

The  Jiews  of  this  Ijloody  tragedj^  spread  rapidly  througli 
the  settlement,  and  the  whole  neighborhood  became  alarmed 
for  their  own  safety.  Every  imaginable  efibrt  was  made  to 
discover  the  perpetrators,  but  for  a  long  while,  nothing  could 
be  ascertained  which  threw  any  light  upon  the  dark  transac- 
tion. 

A  cup  was  found  near  the  house,  which  was  supposed  to 
belong  to  one  of  the  murderers,  which  he  had  probably 
dropped  in  his  hurry  to  get.  away  from  the  scene  of  carnage. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Edward  Bonny,  who  resided  at 
Montrose,  and  well  calculated  for  finding  out  dark  deeds,  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  cup,  nndertook  to  ascertain  the  owner,  and 
by  strategem,  and  a  series  of  maneuvering,  he  found  the 
owner  of  the  cup,  and  became  satisfied  that  two  young  men 
by  the  name  of  William  and  Stephen  Ilodges,  and  a  Thomas 
Brown,  who  resided  at  I^auvoo,  must  be  the  men  who  had 
committed  the  murder. 

Brown  made  his  escape  ;  but  the  two  Ilodges  were  ai-rested 
and  taken  before  Liecy,  who  was  still  living,  though  he  died 
soon  after  from  his  wounds,  and  they  were  identified  by  him 
as  being  two  of  the  men  who  entered  the  house. 

The  district  court  of  Lee  county,  at  this  time,  was  in  ses^^ion, 
and  the  Ilodges  were  indicted  and  arraigned  for  trial,  but 
they  succeeded  in  delaying  their  sentence  for  a  few  weeks, 
by  taking  a  change  of  venue  from  that  county  to  Des  Moines 
county.  They  were  tried  at  r)urlington,  found  guilty,  and,  on 
tlie  fifteenth  of  July,  publicly  executed:  lliey  being  the  i'lv^t 
persons  who  ever  sutlered  capital  punishment  in  thesoulluu-n 
part  of  Towa. 
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COL.  GEORGE  DAVENPORT. 

On  the  fourth  of  July.  1845,  on  Rock  Island,  opposite  Dav- 
enport, there  was  a  most  daring  murder  committed  on  the 
person  of  Col.  George  Davenport. 

Col.  Davenport,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  was  born  in  1Y83. 
In  his  younger  days  he  followed  the  sea,  and  as  a  sailor,  came 
to  New  York  in  180d-.  While  his  vessel  lay  at  Kew  York,  in  at- 
tempting to  save  a  fellow-sailor  from  a  watery  grave,  he 
broke  his  leg,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for  duty,  and  he 
was  left  at  that  city  in  the  hospital. 

Soon  after  recovering  from  this  accident  he  entered  into  the 
United  States  service  as  a  soldier,  and  was  appointed  a  ser- 
geant. In  the  spring  of  1806,  his  regin^ent  was  ordered  to 
the  west,  and  put  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  for 
ten  years.  After  he  was  discharged,  he  went  into  the  employ- 
ment of  Col.  William  Morrison,  of  Kentucky,  a  government 
contractor,  as  his  agent  for  furnishing  the  troops  with  provis- 
ions. 

In  the  spring  of  1816,  he  came  up  the  Mississippi  with  a 
body  of  United  States  troops,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Lawrence.  They  came  up  to  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  where 
they  stopped  aiid  made  an  examination  inv  a  suitable  place  to 
build  a  fort,  and  selected  the  lower  end  of  Rock  Island  as  the 
most  suitable  point.  The  troops  landed  on  the  Island  the 
10th  of  May,  1816,  and  as  soon  as  their  encampment  was 
completed,  Davenport  "employed  the  soldiers  to  cut  logs  and 
build  a  store  house  for  the  provisions."  "  This  was  the  first 
building"  ever  erected  on  the  island.  The  soldiers  immedi- 
ately went  to  work  to  build  a  fortification,  which  was  called 
Fort  Armstrong. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Rock  Island,  Davenport  commenced 
trading  with  the  Indians,  and  did  a  very  extensive  and  profita- 
ble business. 

In  182r>  there  was  a  post  (jffice  establislied  at  Rock  Island, 
the  first  one  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  Davenport  was 
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appointed  postmaster.  In  tlie  fall  of  1820  he  quit  trading 
with  the  Indians  in  his  private  capacity,  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  had  "  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trade  from  the  mouth  of  the  Iowa  river  up  to 
Turkey  river." 

In  the  Blackhawk  war  Davenport  took  an  active  part,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Illinois  acting  quarter- 
master general,  with  the  rank  of  colonel." 

After  the  close  of  the  Blackhawk  war  he  built  on  Eock 
Island,  ou  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  a  fine  residence,  which 
he  occupied  till  his  death. 

In  1834,  Jlock  Island  county  was  organized,  and  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  county  commissioners. 

In  1835,  he,  with  six  other  individuals,  purchased  from 
Antoine  LeClaire  seven-eighths  of  the  section  of  land  oppo- 
site Rock  Island,"  given  to  LeClaire  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
in  the  treaty  of  1832,  and  laid  out  a  town  which  was  called 
Davenport,  as  a  token  of  respect  for  the  first  settler  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country. 

At  the  treaty  of  1842,  when  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  sold  all 
their  lands  in  Iowa,  Davenport  was  present,  and  rendered 
Gov.  Chambers  great  service  in  eftecting  this  purchase.  Soon 
after  this  treaty,  the  Indians  moving  west,  Davenport  with- 
drew from  the  Fur  Company  and  gave  up  the  Indian  trade, 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged  over  twenty  years.  As  an 
Indian  trader,  he  had  acquired  wealth,  and  became  exten- 
sively known  and  highly  respected  in  the  west. 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  there  was  a  celebration  on  the  Illinois 
side  of  the  river,  to  which  all  the  family  had  gone,  and 
left  the  old  man  at  home  to  take  care  of  the  house.  It  was 
generally  supposed  he  kept  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
about  him,  wliich  attracted  the  attention  of  the  desperadoes  of 
the  west,  and  a  party  of  them  laid  their  plans  to  get  his  money 
in  their  possession.  After  the  family  had  gone  the  old  man 
sat  down  in  his  parlor,  and  was  engaged  in  reading  a  news- 
paper. Hearing  some  noise  at  the  well,  he  arose  to  ascertain 
what  occasioned  it.    As  he  advanced  toward  the  door  which 
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opened  the  way  to  the  well,  it  was  suddenly  opened,  and 
tliree  men  stood  before  him.  Before  a  word  was  spoken,  the 
foremost  one  discliarged  a  pistol  at  him,  and  the  ball  passed 
throngh  the  left  thigh.  As  he  turned  to  get  his  cane  to  defend 
himself,  the  three  men  rushed  upon  him,  threw  him  upon  the 
iloor,  blindfolded  him,  and  tied  his  arras  and  legs  with  hickory 
bark,  so  that  he  was  helpless.  In  this  condition  they  dragged 
him  through  the  liall,  and  up  stairs  to  a  closet,  where 
was  kept  an  iron  safe.  The  robbers,  not  knowing  how 
to  open  it  themselves,  compelled  him  to  unlock  it,  and 
appropriated  to  their  own  use  all  the  money  it  contained.  But 
not  getting  as  much  money  as  they  expected,  and  thinking 
that  there  was  more  about  the  premises,  they  then  put  him  on 
a  bed  and  demanded  of  him  to  show  them  where  his  other 
money  was  kept.  The  old  man  pointed  to  a  drawer  in  a 
dressing-bureau.  The  robbers,  in  their  haste,  opened  the 
wrong  drawer,  and  not  finding  any  money,  renewed  their  as- 
saults upon  his  person,  and  carried  them  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  fainted,  and  became  senseless.  They  revived  him  by 
dashing  cold  water  in  his  face,  and  as  soon  as  he  became  sensi- 
ble, they  again  demanded  of  him  to  tell  them  where  his  money 
was  kept.  He  again  pointed  to  the  drawer  ;  but  the  robbers 
again  opened  the  wrong  drawer,  and  finding  no  money,  they 
renewed  their  assaults,  and  choked  him  till  he  again  fainted. 
They  again  attempted  to  revive  him,  and  threatened,  if  he 
did  not  tell  them  where  his  money  was  kept  they  would  set 
fire  to  the  house,  and  leave  him  in  his  helplo-ss  condition  to 
perish  in  the  iiames.  The  robbers,  discovering  tliat  their  vic- 
tim was  unable  to  answer  their  inquiries,  now  took  their 
leave,  taking  with  them  between  seven  and  eight  hundred 
dollars  in  money,  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  a  double-barreled 
shot  gun,  and  a  pistol,  leaving  the  venerable  old  pioneer  tied, 
so  that  he  could  not  help  himself,  and  nearly  exhausted  from 
their  abuse. 

He  was  first  discovered  in  this  condition  by  a  Mr.  Cole, 
who,  with  two  others,  had  been  out  on  a  fishing  excuj'sion, 
and  returning  home  in  a  skill",  })assed  down  the  river  near  (he 
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island,  and  when  opposite  to  the  lionse  they  heard  the  cry  of 
murder.  They  ininiediately  lauded  and  went  to  the  house. 
On  entering  the  door,  they  found  the  floor  besu-ieared  with 
blood,  and  heard  a  cry  for  help,  coming  Irom  up  staii'S.  Cole 
immediately  ascended  the  stairs  and  made  his  way  to  the 
room  from  which  the  cry  came,  and  here  he  found  the  ,old 
man  in  a  most  perilous  condition;  he  released  him  from  the 
hickory  bark  bands,  leaving  him  in  the  charge  of  his  two 
companions,  gave  an  alarm,  and,  as  quickly  as  possible,  pro- 
cured medical  aid.  The  physician  and  his  friends  rendered 
all  the  assistance  they  could  to  restore  his  strength  and  alle- 
viate his  sufferings,  and  so  far  succeeded  in  relieving  him  that 
he  was  enabled  to  give  a  minute  account  of  the  whole  trans- 
action ;  but  he  had  received  so  much  injury  that  his  physical 
strength  gave  away,  and  he  expired  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  that  evening. 

The  murdering  of  so  prominent  a  man  as  Col.  Davenport 
caused  a  great  deal  of  feeling  through  the  whole  west,  and 
great  anxiety  was  felt  to  find  out  the  perpetrators  of  this 
bloody  deed.  A  reward  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  oflTered 
by  the  family  for  the  arrest  of  the  murderers,  and  the  whole 
community  became  interested,  and  were  on  the  look-out  and 
trying  to  ferret  out  the  assassins,  that  they  might  be  brought 
to  justice.  But  days  and  weeks  passed  off,  and  not  the  slight- 
est information  could  be  obtained  of  those  concerned  in  the 
robbery.  The  success  of  Edward  Bonu}^  in  detecting  the  mur- 
derers of  Miller  and  Liecy,  in  Lee  county,  and  bringing  the 
Hodges  to  punishment,  had  given  him  quite  a  distinguished 
character  for  such  undertakings,  and  the  friends  of  Col.  Dav- 
enport applied  to  him  for  aid.  Bonny  undertook  the  task, 
and  by  representing  himself  as  a  man  of  dark  deeds,  got  into 
the  confidence  of  tlie  desperadoes,  and  after  several  months' 
exertions  in  laying  plans  and  maneuvering,  ascertained  that 
the  persons  who  entered  the  house  were  generally  known  by 
the  names  of  "William  Fox,  Roltert  r>ircli,  and  John  Long, 
and  that  another  man  by  the  lunne  ot  Aaron  Long,  was  on 
the  outside,  standing  sentiriel,  while  the  othei-s  did  (he  work 
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inside  of  the  house.  lie  also  ascertained  that  a  man  by  the 
name  of  John  Baxter,  who  had  been  living  in  the  family  of 
Col.  Davenpoi-t,  gave  the  other  parties  ihe  information  of  the 
money,  and  how  to  obtain  it.  He  also  learned  that  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Granville  Young,  and  several  others  ^Yere  acces- 
sories to  the  robbery.  These  parties  were  arrested  and  lodged 
in  prison  ;  Baxter,  repenting  of  his  acts,  informed  on  the  oth- 
ers. The  two  Longs  and  Young  were  executed ;  Fox  and 
Birch  broke  prison  and  got  away ;  Baxter  was  sentenced  to 
be  hung,  but  his  sentence  was  commuted  to  imprisonment  for 
life ;  while  some  others  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a 
shorter  time. 

The  aiTest  and  conviction  of  some  of  the  prominent  ones 
of  the  desperadoes  deterred  others,  so  that  the  community 
were  someAvhat  relieved  from  such  depredations. 


SCENE  m  THE  EAELY  HISTORY  OF  I0¥A. 
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The  Conquest  of  Sodom. 

Situated  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  county  of 
Clayton,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  village  of  ]\Ionona,  may 
still  be  seen  the  ruins  of  the  once  populous  and  flourish- 
ing village  of  Sodom,  whose  /oundation  was  inaugurated 
in  the  year  of  our  Lurd  that  witnessed  the  locating  of  the 
Indian  agency  upon  the  head  waters  of  Turkey  river — in 
ISiO.  Its  contiguousness  to  the  Indian  lands,  at  that  time, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  origin  of  a  variety  of 
opinions  as  to  the  future  object  and  intent  of  the  inliahit- 
ants.  The  more  sagacious  })orlion  uf  the  communiiy,  skilled 
.n  foretelling  future  events,  declared  that  Sodom  was  de- 
signed as  an  extensive  manufacturing  town,  which  ju-o])hetic 
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declaration  was  ahvays  acconipaDied  with  a  careless  jingling 
of  whatever  coin  the  pocket  might  contain ;  others  held 
reverently  to  the  position  that  it  was  to  be  the  grand  ral- 
lying point  from  which  the  ascending  followers  of  Miller 
were  to  start  upon  their  aerial  flight  to  that  unlocated  bourn 
beyond  the  starry  firmament ;  while  the  more  prudent  and 
cautious  would  shake  their  heads  knowingly,  and  whisper 
that  Sodom  was  to  be  no  better  than  it  should  be.  Not- 
withstanding the  variety  of  opinions  expressed,  and  the 
gossiping  scandal  circulated  against  the  little  village  that 
might  have  perp^etuated  the  name  of  its  distinguished  an- 
cestor, still  its  march  was  onward.  ''The  clink  of  ham- 
mers," and  the  resounding  of  the  frontier  axe,  seemed  to 
announce  its  progressive  march,  as  house  after  house  loomed 
up  with  log'Cabin  majesty,  dignifying  and  expanding  the 
area  of  the  village.  Besides,  it  was  currently  rumored  that 
a  temperance  society  was  to  be  started  in  Sodom,  under  the 
fostering  care  of  'Squire  Wanzer ,  while  the  fact  still  hves 
within  the  memory  of  many  of  our  oldest  and  most  respect- 
able citizens,  that  the  venerable  and  indulgent  parson  located 
upon  our  northern  circuit,  while  exhorting  a  drowsy  congre- 
gation at  "  Poverty  Point,"  of  a  summer's  afternoon,  to 
awaken  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  closed  his  ineffectual 
efibrts  with  the  announcement  that  there  would  be  preach- 
ing at  Sodom  on  next  Sabbath  evening  at  early  candle  light. 
Many  were  the  controversies  betTveen  the  inhal)itants  of 
Sodom  and  Monona,  as  to  the  fact  of  this  announcement 
having  been  made;  the  latter  always  contending,  with  much 
warmth  and  zeal,  that  the  story  had  its  origin  at  Sodom,  and 
was  designed  to  give  character  to  the  place,  and  thereby  in- 
jure its  rival,  whose  pride  it  was  to  boast  that  they  had 
already  realized  the  benefits  of  two  prayer  meetings  and  a 
promise  of  a  regular  sermon.  Xotwithstanding  the  records 
of  the  town  clei'k  of  Sodom  are  sileiit  upon  the  subject,  still 
it  was  generally  conceded,  beyond  the  innnediatc  vicinity  of 
its  rival,  that  Sudom  had  some  good  ti-aits  of  character — and 
what  town  is  there  that  has  not  some  l,)ad  ones?    No  village 
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ill  the  county  contributed  so  largely  to  the  public  coffers ; 
its  steady  and  increasing  demand  for  grocery  licenses  almost 
extricated  tlie  county  from  its  public  indebtedness,  when  an 
evil  hour  approached,  casting  a  gloom  over  the  inhabitants 
of  the  little  village,  and  threatening  it  with  a  fate  as  desti-uct- 
ive  as  that  which  in  distant  years,  and  in  other  climes,  had 
swept  over  the  festive  homes  and  gorgeous  palaces  of  its  an- 
cient namesake. 

The  Indian  agent  upon  Turkey  river  had  dreamed  that 
Sodom,  with  all  its  inhabitants,  was  occupying  a  portion  of 
the  Indian  lands.  O  dreadful !  monstrous  dream!  ungener- 
ous offspring  of  the  slumbering  mind  !  No  one  believed 
that  such  a  dream  could  have  been  inatured  upon  the  couch 
of  repose  without  the  aid  of  some  evil  disposed  person;  and 
although  the  inhabitants  living  in  the  rival  town  of  Monona 
were  nev^er  directly  chai'ged  with  whispering  in  the  slumber- 
ing ear  of  Indian  authority,  still  it  was  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance, that  whenever  after,  the  name  of  Sodom  was 
mentioned  in  the  sermons  of  the  good  parson  of  Monona, 
the  congregation  would  rise  to  their  feet,  close  up  one  eye, 
and,  after  bringing  the  end  of  the  thumb  in  contact  with  the 
extremest  part  of  the  nose,  the}'^  would  proceed  to  give  utter- 
"ance  to  a  low  whistle,  accompanying  the  same  with  a  slight 
agitation  of  the  little  finger  attached  to  the  uplifted  hand. 

The  announcement  of  this  dreadful  dream  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Sodom,  by  the  Indian  agent,  was  accom])anied  with  a 
demand  to  evacuate  the  town  ;  but  man  naturally  abandons 
with  reluctance  a  lucrative  business,  and  is  at  all  times  ex- 
tremely tenacious  of  those  castle  rights  secured  to  him  by  the 
sheltering  roof  of  his  own  domiciL  Accordingly,  a  ])o^itive 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  demand  was  ordered  to  be  entered 
upon  the  records  of  the  town  clerk.  Thus  matters  stood 
until  time  had  rolled  around  the  month  of  August,  which  be- 
held Sodom  still  enthroned  uj)on  its  high,  rolling  ])rairie, 
enjoying  a  commanding  view  of  the  surrounding  counti-y.  It 
was  early  morn;  not  a  breath  of  air  was  stirring;  the  golden 
streaks  that  skirted  the  eastern  hoi'izon  announced  the  com- 
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iiig  of  the  sultry  orb  of  day;  already  the  smoke  had  begun 
to  rise  in  lofty  columns  from  the  little  stick  chimneys  that 
peeped  modestly  over  the  tops  of  the  village  habitations; 
wliile  the  hum  of  life  had  begun  to  manifest  itself  b}^  the 
sounding  of  the  woodman's  axe  throughout  the  village,  pre- 
paring fuel  for  the  morning  meal.  Here  and  there  might  be 
seen  an  Indian  reposing  in  undisturbed  slumber  upon'  the 
green  carpet  of  the  prairie,  fondly  embracing  in  his  arms  the 
endearing  likeness  of  the  illustrious  Washington,  as  delin- 
eated upon  the  glass  surface  of  an  empty  11  ask.  The  pearly 
dew-drops  that  lay  upon  the  flowers  and  blades  of  grass, 
touched  with  the  early  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  glittered  and 
sparkled  around  him,  leaving  the  dark  gem  of  the  forest  re- 
posing in  silent  grandeur  amid  the  sparkling  emeralds  of  the 
praifie. 

Such  was  the  morning  appearance  of  Sodom,  when  the 
distant  notes  of  a  bugle  swept  over  the  yet  slumbering  town, 
arousing  the  inhabitants  into  the  street  to  gaze  upon  the 
approach  of  a  company  of  dragoons  from  Fort  Atkinson, 
who  were  descending  one  of  the  distant  hills  of  the  prairie, 
headed  by  the  threatening  and  dreaming  agent  of  the  Win- 
nebago Indians. 

The  alarm  was  spread  throughout  the  village.  What  was 
to  be  done?  ]Not  a  gun  in  town,  with  the  exception  of  an 
old  musket,  the  stock  of  which  had  been  lost  at  the  battle  of 
the  Bad  Axe,  while  the  lock  had  long  been  rusting  in  the 
smith  shop  of  Charlie  Guy,  at  Monona,  who,  it  was  whis- 
pered, had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place  not  to  repair  the  ticklish  thing. 

"If  so  be  we  could  bring  them  to  a  halt,"  said  'Squire 
Wanzer,  thrusting  his  hands  into  his  breeches  pockets  up  to 
his  elbows,  and  straightening  himself  up  with  an  air  of  oflicial 
dignity,  "I  would  speak  to  them  as  the  mayor  of  this  town, 
if  60  be  they  would  give  me  a  heariug." 

"Is  it  bring  thim  to  a  halt  ye's  want, 'S(juire  ?  Faith, 
d' yor  be  laving  that  to  me,"  said  Looney  Orim.  iS^ow,  i\[r. 
Grim  \vas  not  only  a  native  of  the  Fmerald  Isle,  but  the 
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owner  of  a  yoke  of  cattle,  a  truck  cart,  and  a  whisky  barrel, 
wliich  enabled  hini  to  sn})p]y  the  inhabitanti  of  Sodom,  for 
purposes  of  ablution,  the  ]-efreshing  bevei-ao-e  tliat  gushed 
Ironi  the  far-fjinied  prairie  sjjring.  Besides,  Looney  had 
distinguished  liiniself  upon  tlie  field  of  Waterloo,  as  an  artil- 
leryman, as  well  as  in  several  other  European  battles,  the 
names  of  which  he  had  forgotten.  The  hopes  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Sodom  were  at  once  concentrated  upon  the  military 
genius  of  Looney,  who  had  already  mounted  the  old  musket 
alluded  to,  upon  his  truck,  and,  wdtli  a  fiie-brand  in  one 
hand,  was  sallying  forth  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  advanced 
at  a  smart  ti'ot  until  within  a  few^  yards  of  the  battery  of  Mr. 
Orim,  who  stood  swinging  his  fire-brand  in  the  air,  and  occa- 
sianally  blowing  it  to  keep  it  alive. 

"Will  ye's  be  stopping  there  a  bit,  if  ye  pl'ase,"  he  ex- 
claimed; "and  the  divil  take  the  foremost  if  iver  a  peg 
farther  he  shows  his  ugly  face.  D 'ye's  mind  Uncle  Sam. 
there,  b'ys,"  pointing  to  his  musket  barrel,  "  louded  up  to  his 
face  with  powther  and  blue  balls,  bad  luck  to  ye's  all  whin 
he  spakes;  an'  it's  the  'Squere  that'll  be  down  in  a  gifiy  an' 
teach  ye's  bether  manners  than  to  be  killing  dacent  people 
in  time  of  peace." 

iNTow,  Lieutenant  Jenkins,  who  had  the  fitting  command  of 
the  dragoons,  was  a  humane  as  well  as  a  sagacious  ofiicer — 
not  that  he  was  afraid,  for  well  he  knew  that  a  chai'ge  from 
his  dragoons  would  be  attended  with  the  tpiking  of  Looney's 
gun,  and  consequent  surrender  of  Sodom;  but  then  there 
stood  Looney,  waving  his  fire-brand  over  the  touchdiole,  and 
should  he  a])ply  it  to  the  priming,  he  knew  that  the  contents 
of  the  old  musket  would  sweep  down  many  of  his  men,  while 
the  humble  waterman  was  but  a  poor  offering  to  sacrifice 
upon  the  tombs  of  his  departed  sons  of  Mars.  Accordingly, 
the  Lieutenant,  considering  prudence  the  better  part  of  valor, 
ordered  a  halt. 

In  the  meantime,  a  deputation  had  arrived  from  the  vil- 
lage with  a  long,  written  protest,  declaring,  among  other 
things,  "  that  Sodom  was  not  upon  the  Indian  land,  and  that 
40 


>..  I 


T 


314: 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[OCTOBER, 


they  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  Indian  agent  was  lineally  de- 
Bcended  frojn  the  wife  of  CaBsar." 

The  Lieutenant  was  not  to  be  thrown  off  his  guard  by  this 
thrust  of  raillery,  but  promptly  ordered  the  line  to  be  run 
that  separated  the  Indian  lands  from  the  public  domain. 
This  w^as  speedily  accomplished,  when  lo !  it  was  discovered 
that  onl^^  one  solitary  habitation  of  Sodom  stood  daringly 
out  upon  the  Indian  land.,  l^o  sooner  was  it  known,  than 
the  bugle  sounded  for  the  troops  to  mount.  Looney  at- 
tempted to  shift  his  position  by  a  flank  movement,  so  as  to 
protect  the  trespassing  habitation  of  his  friend,  Taffey  Jones; 
but  the  keen  military  eye  of  the  Lieutenant  at  once  detected 
the  design  of  the  enemy,  and  instantly  ordered  a  chai-ge.  In 
a  moment  the  ti'amping  of  the  heavy  dragoon  horse-  re- 
sounded tlii'ough  the  halls  of  Mr.  Jones's  castle,  surrounding 
it,  and  summoning  him  to  surrender;  but  Mr.  Jones,  like  his 
friend  Looney,  had  seen  much  military  service  in  his  day, 
particularly  of  that  kind  which  had  drawn  largely  upon  his 
diplomatic  genius  and  skill.  Accordingly,  when  the  fortunes 
of  war  seemed  to  warrant  the  conducting  of  an  advantageous 
surrender,  securing  the  door  of  his  domicil,  and  thrusting  his 
head  through  the  window  sash,  from  which  a  solitary  light 
had  disappeared,  he  proposed  to  capitulate  upon  terms  that 
secured  to  himself  his  liberty  and  moveable  property.  To 
this  proposition  the  Lieutenant,  with  that  magnanimity  that 
has  ever  characterized  the  American  soldier  towards  a  iallen 
foe,  at  once  conceded,  Vv^hen  Mr.  Jones  proceeded  to  roll  out 
his  stock  in  trade. 

In  the  meantime  Looney  had  arrived,  and  succeeded  in 
planting  his  battery  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  "Arrah, 
Taffey,  dear,"  said  he,  "do  ye\s  be  givin'  it  to  the  spal[)eens 
in  front,  an'  it 's  meself  that  '11  be  cutting  off  their  retrate," 
when  bang  went  Mr.  Orim's  battery — the  balls'  whistling  in 
the  air  lar  above  the  heads  of  tlie  dragoons,  while  the  gun 
had  leaped  froni  its  trappings  with  a  retrograde  movement, 
wounding  and  alarming  the  oxen,  who  dashed  away  into  the 
prairie,  with  Air.  C)rim  closing  gradually  upon  them.  Mr. 
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Jones  having,  in  due  time,  removed  his  goods  from  the  for- 
bidden ground,  the  building  was  committed  to  the  flames,  by 
order  of  tlie  commanding  officer,  when  the  bugle  sounded  2^ 
retreat,  and  iu  a  moment  more  the  U.  S.  dragoons  were 
spurriijg  acress  tlie  prairie  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Atkinson, 
flushed  with  the  conquest  of  Sodom. 


EEPORT  or  OAMPAiaN  AGAINST  MA.JOE  QEMRAL  STERLINa 
PEIOE,  IN  OOTOBER  AND  NOVEMBEE,  1864. 


(Continued  from  page  197.) 

Cattle,  camp  equipments,  negroes,  provisions  partly  cooked, 
and  stolen  goods  were  scattered  over  miles  of  the  forest  camp 
and  along  the  lines  of  the  retreat.  Few  were  killed  on  either 
Bide,  as  the  night  and  early  morn  attack  created  a  general 
fright  in  the  rebel  lines,  and  only  random  shots  on  either  side. 

General  Sanborn's  brigade  being  in  advance^  and  the  Col- 
orado squadrons,  assisted  by  my  escort,  which  came  up  early 
in  the  skirmish,  did  most  of  the  work.  After  following  in  hot 
pursuit  for  a  mile.  Gen.  Sanborn  halted  his  brigade  for  break- 
fast, while  Gen.  Pleasanton  led  the  advance  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  division. 

This  battle  of  Marias-des-Cygnes  was  a  gallant  affair,  com- 
menced in  a  dark  and  rainy  night,  and  consummated  at  early 
dawn,  after  a  day  and  night  march,  to  the  surprise  and  horror  of 
Price's  forces.  They  burned  a  public  store-house,  formerly  used 
by  our  pickets,  and  tired  many  haystacks  in  the  vicini  ty,  but  their 
loss  of  two  guns,  many  cattle,  sheep,  and  thousands  of  little 
necessaries  for  slcc])ing  and  carrying  supplies,  were  serious 
losses  to  the  enemy.  Gen.  Sanborn,  being  afterwards  Kci)a- 
rated  with  Gen.  Pleasanton  from  my  command,  reported  to 
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Gen.  Rosecrans,  so  that  I  cannot  ^'we  his  version  of  this  and 
other  events  of  tliis  day's  transactions. 

Major  AYeed,  A.  A.  D.  C.  of  nij  staff,  reports  concerning 
his  detaclied  duties  as  follows.  After  reporting  the  matter  of 
a  proposed  movement  to  the  left  hy  Gen.  Pleasanton,  which 
I  rejected,  as  likely  to  separate  us  on  the  march  of  the  2ith^ 
he  says :  — 

''The  pursuit  was  continued  regularly  until  eight  o'clock  p. 
M.  at  which  hour  we  reached  West  Point,  where  the  division 
of  General  Pleasanton  was  placed  in  the  advance,  for  a  night 
march,  and,  at  midnight,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Trading  Post, 
a  small  settlement  at  the  crossing  of  the  Marias-des-Cygnes, 
and  halted.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  front,  in  compa- 
ny with  ]\rajor  McKenny,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  halt, 
and  learned  from  Brig.  Gen.  Sanborn  that  his  advance  had 
struck  the  enemy's  column  on  a  high  mound,  half  a  mile  north 
of  the  town,  and  that,  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  could  not  and  would 
not  assume  the  responsibility  of  moving  any  further  until  day- 
light. On  making  these  facts  known  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, he  ordered  the  artillery  of  Gen.  Sanborn's  brigade  for- 
ward, to  open  at  once  on  the  enemy's  lines. 

"At  four  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  25th,  no  firing  having  been 
heard,  I  was  directed  to  go  to  the  front  and  ascertain  why  the 
artillery  had  not  been  opened  as  directed  some  hours  previ- 
ous. On  arri\nng  there  I  found  the  battery  just  going  into 
.position,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  position  occupied  by  the 
enemy  during  the  night,  and  four  guns  were  very  soon  opened 
on  the  crest  of  this  mound.  After  a  few  shots  had  been  lired, 
Major  R.  II.  Hunt  rode  up  from  our  skirmish  line  and  begged 
them  to  cease  tiring  from  that  point,  as  their  shells  were  fall- 
ing in  the  midst  o1  our  own  men,  who  had  already  driven  the 
enemy  from  their  position.  I  then  learned  from  jMajnr  Hunt 
that  three  companies  of  the  2d  Colorado  cavahw,  who  had 
been  in  advance  daring  the  day  and  night  previous,  had,  in 
the  darkness  and  rain,  juished  forward  without  suj^port  and 
gained  possession  of  this  conunanding  point. 


;  '  ■■     ■  '    '        -    '  ■ 

.     r.  ^  ..^  ,..,1: 
.w^,,;  }mm:  ^j:;:)       '...-t; 'MJO  •■;^v;'|-C'f  .7!- 


1870.] 


CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  PRICE. 


317 


''On  retaroing  to  report  to  the  comwiandiiig  general  I  met 
Brig.  Gen.  Sanborn,  who  had  just  left  his  quarters,  and  in- 
formed liim  of  the  facts  al)0ve  stated.  ^ 

"I  remained  with  the  major  general  commanding  until 
Phillips's  brigade  had  crossed  the  stream  at  Trading  Post, 
when  I  was  ordered  over  with  a  message  to  Gen.  Pleasanton, 
and,  after  delivering  it,  proceeded  to  the  front,  with  Coh  Blair 
and  Maj.  R.  II.  Hunt." 

Maj.  Hunt,  my  chief  of  artillery,  who  commenced  this 
contest  at  the  Trading  Post,  or  Marias-des-Cygnes,  says,  after 
speaking  of  our  march  on  the  24th  :  — 

"The  commanding  general  insisted  on  the  troops  keeping 
on  the  shortest  line;  marched  all  day  and  night, —  distance^ 
probably,  fifty  miles.  Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  I  directed  Capt.  Kingsberry,  who  commanded  three 
squadrons  of  the  Colorado  troops,  to  take  the  hill  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  which  he  did,  in  connection  with  CoL  Gravelly, 
who  commanded  this  picket  line,  driving  the  enemy  across 
the  Marias-des-Cygnes,  where  they  had  felled  trees  to  obstruct 
our  passage.  Quite  a  spirited  engagement  occurred  during 
the  passage  of  the  creek.  Our  forces  crossed  and  resumed 
the  pursuit  on  a  run.  The  enemy  opened  with  a  number  of 
"guns,  one  of  which  was  here  captured." 

Major  T.  J.  McKenny,  A.  D.  C.  and  my  inspector  general, 
thus  reports  concerning  the  night  and  morning  operations  of 
the  2ith  and  25th  :  — 

"The  command  was  halted  by  order  of  the  major  general 
commanding,  about  nightlall,  to  cook  some  beef,  at  a  small 
place  called  West  Point.  At  eit.ht  o'clock  p.m.  an  order  came 
from  the  major  general  connnandin^-,  directing  Gen.  Blunt  to 
remain  in  present  position  ;  that  Gen.  Pleasanton  woukl  take 
the  advaucc.  Proceeded  until  three  o'clock  at  night,  it  being 
exceedingly  dark,  and  raining,  when  the  column  baited.  I 
was  ordered  forward  to  ascertain  the  cause.  Found  Gen.  i\lc- 
Neil,  who  said  he  had  his  instructions  Irom  Gen.  Sanborn,  in 
advance,  to  luilt  and  build  tires  to  dry.  At  this  time,  an  or- 
der came  from  the  front  to  extinguish  tires.    1  re})ortcd  these 
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facts,  when  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  front  to  ascertain  from 
Gen.  Sanborn  the  cause  of  the  lialt.  Found  Gen.  Sanborn  in 
bed,  some  two  miles  in  advance,  and  about  tliree  miles  from 
Trading  Post,  lie  told  me  he  had  ascertained,  to  his  satisfoc- 
tion,  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  force,  perhaps  ten  thousand 
strong,  immediately  on  the  high  hills  in  his  front,  and  that  he 
thought  it  unsafe  to  proceed  further.  These  facts  being  com- 
municated, we  bivouacked  for  the  night." 

October  25tli  Gen.  Pleasanton,  in  the  advance,  skirmished 
with  the  enemy  across  the  Marias-des-C3"gnes.  During  that 
night  Generals  Pleasanton,  Lane,  and  myself  traveled  most  of 
the  time  between  the  divisions;  but,  at  early  dawn,  we  went 
forward  and  saw  most  of  the  conflict,  especially  the  advance 
of  our  troops  on  the  plain  and  the  taking  of  the  mounds.  We 
also  joined  the  advanced  movement  in  the  timber,  while  our 
troops  were  skirmishing  with  the  foe  and  driving  him  from 
the  crossing. 

Brig.  Gen.  Sanborn  and  the  troops  of  his  brigade,  Major 
Weed,  Major  Hunt,  and  Major  McKenny,  of  my  staff,  deserve 
special  commendation  for  their  efforts  in  this  Battle  of  the 
Marias-des-  Cygnes. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  OSAGE  OCTOBER  25,  1864. 

Mine  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Osage,  and  the  Osage,  at  this 
point,  are  small  streams,  several  miles  apart,  both  skirted  with 
timber,  and  surrounded  by  open  prairie  country. 

After  the  affair  at  Trading  Post,  considerable  delay  and 
consequent  separation  of  troops  had  occurred  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Marias-des-Cygnes. 

While  Gen.  Sanborn  halted  to  breakfast  his  brigade,  Gen. 
Pleasanton  led  the  advance,  consisting  mainly  of  Colonels 
Benteen's  and  Phillips's  brigades,  in  raj^id  further  ]}ursuit  of 
the  enemy.  About  three  miles  iVom  Trading  Post  the  enemy 
formed  on  the  north  side  of  j\line  Creek,  and  made  stubborn 
resistance.  The  brigade  ot*  Col.  ]*hillips,  composed  of  Mis- 
souri troops,  came  into  line  of  battle  and  commenced  tiring  at 


1870.]  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  PKICE.  '  319 


long  range,  his  men  displaying  good  discipline  and  great  gal- 
lantry. Col.  Ben  teen,  whose  brigade  comprised  Iowa,  Indi- 
ana, and  other  troops,  came. up  on  the  left  of  this  line.  Mean- 
time, the  heavy  roar  of  cannon  induced  me  to  hurry  forward 
my  own  escort,  with  two  little  howitzers  and  other  artillery  at 
the  utmost  speed. 

Col.  Benteen  met  some  of  my  staff  officers  on  his  arrival  at 
the  left,  who  suggested  an  immediate  cavahy  charge.  The 
Colonel  had  already  resolved  on  this  movement,  and  only 
waited  for  the  same  order  to  be  communicated  to  Col.  Phil- 
lips. Major  Weed  conveyed  the  order  to  Col.  Phillips.  Col. 
Benteen's  brigade  came  into  line  in  a  moment,  and  dashed 
against  the  enemy's  right,  outflanking  and  suri'ounding  it, 
gaining  position  on  and  beyond  the  creek.  Col.  Pliillips,  also, 
with  his  brigade,  moved  quickly  upon  the  enemy,  so  as  to 
surround  or  overpower  a  large  detachment  ot  them,  who  im- 
mediately surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.  Among  them 
were  two  rebel  generals  (Marmaduke  and  Cable),  killing  an- 
other (General  Graham),  and  many  colonels  and  other  officers, 
and  taking,  altogether,  five  or  six  hundred  men. 

Gen.  Pleasanton,  being  in  command  of  the  advance,  had 
directed  the  general  movement,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
field.  Gen.  Lane,  Col.  Blair,  Col,  Crawford,  Coi.  PoLerts, 
Maj.  Weed,  Maj.  McKenny,  Maj.  Hunt,  and  Maj.  Curtis,  of 
my  volunteer  and  regular  staff,  and  Capt.  Ilinton,  and  others 
of  Gen.  Blunt's  staff,  were  also  very  active  in  tlie  field  on  this 
occasion,  which  occupied,  perhaps,  thirty  minutes. 

I  directed  Col.  Blair,  who  presented  Gen.  Marmaduke  to 
me  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  turn  him  over  to  Lieut.  Col.  Sears, 
18th  U.  S.  C.  T.  whom  I  directed  to  act  as  provost  marshal, 
and  take  charge  of  the  prisoners.  I  also  detailed  a  regi- 
ment of  Missouri  troops  to  take  charge  of  them,  soon  after 
informing  Gen.  Sanborn  and  Gen.  Pleasanton  of  the  detail. 

All  this  transpired  as  we  moved  forward,  crossing  iMine 
creek,  and  while  the  advance  were  still  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy.  The  rear  brigades  wc>re  also  coming  up  at  full 
speed,  and  the  enemy  again  forming  on  a  hill  about  a  mile  in 
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front.  This  point  he  soon  abandoned,  and  we  halted  to  form 
and  close  up  our  extended  lines.  After  our  rear  brigades 
came  near,  the  whole  force  advanced  with  caution,  in  two 
lines,  our  skirmishers  pressing  the  enemy  beyond  the  ridge 
which  divides  Mine  creek  and  Osage.  He  now  formed  on 
the  Osage,  and  the  rear  of  our  troops  still  being  far  behind, 
although  I  had  repeatedly  sent  ordei'S  to  hurry  them  up,  I 
mentioned  the  matter  to  Gen,  Pleasanton  as  somewhat  re- 
markable ;  he  told  me  Gen.  McNeil  seemed  insubordinate  or 
neglectful  of  his  orders,  and  did  not  come  forward  as  directed. 
His  brigade  being  in  front  of  Gen.  Biunt's  division,  auy  delay 
by  Gen.  McNeil  also  delayed  all  the  Kansas  troops. 

I  then  sent  my  adjutant.  Major  Cliarlot,  witli  a  special  order 
which  brought  forward  tlie  brigade  of  Gen.  McNeil  at  tlie  ut- 
most speed  of  his  horses.  On  reporting  to  me,  the  General 
said  his  delay  was  no  fault  of  his,  and  it  was  evident  General 
Pleasanton's  orders  had  never  reached  him,  which  caused 
some  misunderstanding;  and  he  further  assured  me  that  I 
would  iind  him  ready  to  obey  all  orders  as  promptly  as  possi- 
ble. I  directed  him  to  deploy  as  quickly  as  possible  and  take 
the  advance,  which  he  did,  with  great  success.  I  also  told 
him  to  continue  to  report  to  Gen.  Pleasanton,  who  com- 
manded the  division. 

Before  this  occurred,  the  skirmish  line  reporting  to  me  as 
broken  down  from  fatigue.  Gen.  Sanborn,  at  my  instance,  had 
changed  them,  by  placing  Col.  Cloud,  of  my  stalf,  with  some 
of  the  2d  Kansas  volunteers,  on  this  duty.  Entering  fields 
and  forests.  Col.  Cloud  continued  the  skirmish  to  the  valley  of 
the  Osage,  and  beyond  the  stream.  ]\[eantime.  Gen.  Mc- 
Neil, with  his  brigade,  soon  bi'oke  the  lines  of  the  rel)els,  that 
had  extended  for  miles  on  the  heights  beyond  the  Osage,  and, 
after  about  an  hour's  fighting  in  cornfields  and  timber,  where 
our  troops  numifested  great  gallantry  in  repealed  charges,  the 
enemy  again  broke  in  great  di^^order,  scattering  arms,  utensils, 
wagons,  and  all  kinds  of  equij^ments  over  the  field. 

Gen.  Biunt's  division  came  up  rapidly  about  the  close  of 
this  battle  of  the  Osage  and  began  to  deploy  ;  but  the  lliglit 
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of  the  eiiemj  was  so  rapid  I  could  not  r,ct  all  the  troops  in 
line  hofore  it  was  necessaiy  to  resume  the  inarch  in  cohimn. 

All  this  contlict  between  ~M\ne  creek  and  Osage,  and,  in- 
cludini^  the  fighting  at  both  streams,  occupied  some  two  lionrs 
or  more,  and  extended  over  several  miles  of  onward  march. 

Being  mostly  a  prairie  countrj^,  the  troops  of  both  armies 
were  in  full  view,  and  the  rapid  onward  movement  <^f  the 
whole  force  presented  the  most  extensive,  beautiful,  and  ani- 
mated view  of  hostile  armies  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Spread 
over  vast  prairies,  some  moving  at  full  speed,  in  column,  some 
in  double  lines,  and'  ofhei'S  as  skirmishers,  groups  striving  in 
utmost  efforts,  and  shifting,  as  occasion  required,  while  the 
great  clouds  of  living  masses  moved  steadily  southward,  pre- 
sented a  picture  of  prairie  scenery  such  as  neither  man  nor 
pencil  can  delineate. 

I  present  extracts  from  the  reports  of  my  comrades  who 
mingled  bravely  in  the  great  panorama,  showing  some  of  the 
details  of  this  eventful  struggle. 

Col.  Blair,  now  acting  on  my  staff,  after  detailing  his  move- 
ments at  and  near  Marias-des-Cygnes,  says:  — 

I  here  fell  in  with  Major  Weed,  of  your  staff,  and  Surgeon 
Walgemotte,  and  we  advanced  in  front  of  the  left  of  our  line. 
-On  an  eminence  in  rear  of  where  their  last  line  of  battle  was 
formed  we  came  across  an  abandoned  wagon,  the  first  I  had 
seen  since  the  burning  ones  just  south  of  their  camp.  Find- 
ing a  lot  of  books,  letters,  and  papers  of  various  icinds  in  the 
wagon,  we  stopped  a  few  minutes  to  make  a  hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  contents,  and,  on  I'esu/ning  our  forward  movement, 
.1  observed  that  the  brigade  on  our  I'ight  was  some  distance 
past  us,  although  we  were  still  in  advance  of  the  one  on  our 
end  of  the  line. 

"Arriving  on  the  table-land,  which  formed  the  summit  level 
between  the  Marias-des-Oygues  and  Osage,  we  again  saw  the 
enemy's  line,  and  at  this  time  it  was  evideiit  he  was  in  t'ull 
force,  although  his  whole  line  was  not  visible,  bis  right  being 
behind  the  brow  of  a  hill  which  desci'nded  into  ]\line  Ci'eek. 
Meanwhile  the  gallant  brigade  on  our  right  was  steadily  ad- 
41 
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vaucing  with  slvirmisliers  well  out,  though  brought  to  a  check, 
apparently  unsupported,  in  the  face  of  this  overwhelming 
force. 

The  artiller}'' was  playing  with  great  rapidity  and  considera- 
ble effect.  I  looked  at  the  enemy's  line,  close  serried,  and 
vomiting  fire;  I  looked  at  the  dauntless  httlo  brigade,  which 
was  unflinching  and  steadfast  in  its  front,  and  then  turned  to 
the  rear,  and  it  seemed  a  fearful  distance  to  tlie  head  of  the 
supporting  column.  I  called  Major  Weed's  attention  to  the 
sitiiation,  and  he  galloped  to  the  rear  to  hurry  forward  rein- 
forcements, as  it  was  evidently  here  the  battle  was  to  be 
fought,  and  the  desperate  issue  joined,  on  which  the  fate  of 
the  south  tier  of  Kansas,  at  least,  depended. 

Advancing  alone,  to  see,  if  possible  how  far  the  right  ex- 
tended beyond  the  cover  of  the  hill,  the  bursting  in  the  air 
and  the  tearing  up  of  the  earth,  soon  satisfied  me  that  they 
were  firing  canister  at  an  enemy  that  they  supposed  was  ad- 
vancing on  their  right,  and  hidden  from  view  by  the  acclivity 
immediately  in  their  front.  This  conviction  on  their  part,  I 
am  satisfied,  saved  the  brigade  on  our  right,  as  a  rapid  and 
vigorous  advance  at  that  time  would  eitlier  have  overwhelmed, 
or  utterly  put  it  to  rout. 

I  moved  to  the  right  to  get  out  of  the  sweep  of  the  canister, 
and  then  advanced  till  their  extreme  right  was  developed  to 
view,  and  then  rode  rapidly  to  the  rear  with  a  tolerably  full 
understanding  of  the  situation.  Meeting  Col.  Crawford  but 
a  short  distance  back,  I  explained  matters  to  him  very  hastily  ; 
told  him  they  had  commenced  canister  firing,  and  urged  him  , 
to  go  back  and  hurry  up  the  troops,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  most  of  the  brigade  officers  of  Gen.  Pleasanton's  division, 
and  I  had  no  acquaintance  whatever  with  any  of  them,  lie 
agreed  to  do  so,  and  again  started  to  the  rear.  I  then  moved 
ofi'to  the  brigade  on  our  right,  and  when  I  arrived  there, 
found  it  engaged  at  long  range,  and  halted  for  our  other 
troops  to  come  up  in  our  line.  The  enemy's  artillery  was  play- 
ing on  this  line  with  fearful  eilect,  and  we  had  nothing  but 
musketry  to  reply,  but  the  men  were  steady  and  self-pos- 
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sessed,  and  perfectly  easy  under  the  fire.  I  don't  know  how 
long  it  was  before  the  other  brigade  came  up ;  to  me,  it 
seemed  a  long  time,  and  I  had  ridden  from  this  brigade  back 
towards  the  enemy's  right  once  or  twice  before  it  came  up. 
When  it  did  come  in  line,  the  whole  command  advanced  to 
short  range,  and  for  a  time,  the  fire  was  incessant  and  terrific. 
Both  lines  seemed  like  walls  of  adamant, —  one  could  not  ad- 
vance, the  other  would  not  recede.  The  crash  of  musketry, 
the  scream  of  shell,  the  liissing  sound  of  canister  and  balls, 
mingled  with  the  shouts  of  the  soldiers  and  the  cries  of  the 
wounded,  set  ofi',  too,  by  the  walls  of  fire  in  front,  and  girdles 
of  steel  behind,  which  marked  both  lines,  formed  a  scene  more 
easily  remembered  than  described. 

During  this  terrible  conflict  I  passed  along  the  whole  line 
and  met  your  gallant  staft'  oflicers  everywhere,  counselling, 
encouraging,  exhorting,  and  commanding,  and  the  tenor  of  the 
whole  was,  "  Charge  ! "  It  was  evident  that  our  only  safety 
was  in  a  successful  charge,  by  which  we  might  capture  the 
guns. 

At  length,  the  movement  commenced;  slowly  at  first,  but 
increasing  in  velocity  until  it  swept  on,  resistless  as  an  ava- 
lanche. A  rush,  a  scramble,  and  all  was  over.  The  guns 
were  captured,  the  enemy  broken  and  flying  to  the  rear,  while 
our  victorious  squadrons  were  in  almost  breathless  pursuit. 
So  rapidly  was  tliis  accomplished  that,  w^hen  our  left  ])ushed 
forward  into  a  field  on  the  south  side  of  the  ravine,  the  shells 
from  our  own  artillery  were  crashing  right  into  their  midst. 
I  was  to  the  right  of  this,  but  so  close  that  I  could  see  this  re- 
sult, and  could  also  see  Captain  Ilinton,  of  General  Blunt's 
stafl:',  in  the  midst  of  our  victorious  line.  Pushing  rapidly  for- 
ward, I  witnessed  the  capture  of  Major  General  jNEarmaduke, 
by  Corporal  James  Dunlavy,  of  company  "  C,"  3d  Iowa  Cav- 
alry. Marmaduke  was  endeavoring  to  rally  his  men,  and 
Dunlavy  was  galloping  towards  him,  occasionally  firing  at 
him.  Marmaduke,  evidently,  mistook  him  for  one  of  his  own 
men,  and  started  towards  him,  reproving  him  for  firing  at 
his  friends;  at  least  I  so  judged  from  what  I  could  see  and 
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hear,  and  so  the  boy  afterwards  told  me.  Tlie  boy  stopped 
and  coolly  waited  until  JMannaduke  got  within  twenty  or 
thirty  rods  of  him,  then  covered  him  with  his  carbine  and  or- 
dered him  to  dismount  and  surrender,  or  he  would  fire.  Mar- 
maduke  dismounted,  and  his  horse  galloped  off.  Seeing  that 
1  was  an  officer,  the  bo}"  proj)Osed  to  turn  him  over  to  me, 
but  I  declined  being  bothered  with  a  prisoner.  IvFarmaduke 
then  said,  "  Sir,  you  are  an  officer;  I  claim  protection  at  your 
hands;  I  am  a  general  officer  —  General  Marmaduke."  I 
then  took  C-iarge  of  him,  and  informed  him  that  I  would  pro- 
tect him  until  delivered  to  you  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  at  which 
he  seemed  very  much  relieved.  The  boy  then  spoke  up  and 
said,  Colonel,  remember  I  took  hiui  prisoner;  I  am  James 
Danlavy,  corporal  of  company  '  C,'  3d  Iowa  cavalry.  I  told 
the  boy  (who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  forearm,  but 
who  still  grasped  his  pistol  with  vigor  and  energy),  to  come 
along  also,  and  he  should  have  the  honor  of  being  introduced 
to  you  as  the  captor  of  Marmaduke. 

On  the  way.  General  Marmaduke  complained  of  being  dis- 
mounted, and  Dunlavy  pron}ptly  apologized,  saying,  "if  I  liad 
known  you  were  a  general  officer,  I  should  have  allowed  you 
to  remain  on  horseback."  Marmaduke  then  informed  me 
that  he  was  very  faint  and  weak,  and  could  not  walk  much 
farther.  Meeting  a  soldier  witli  a  led  horse,  I  took  charge  of 
him  and  mounted  the  prisoner. 

Soon  after  this,  I  met  Major  McKenny,  of  your  staff,  and 
proffered  to  turn  the  prisoner  over  to  him,  but  ho  was  too  in. 
tent  on  getting  to  the  front,  to  be  troubled  with  him.  On  my 
way  back  I  saw  one  or  two  general  otHcers,  but  I  })referred 
delivering  my  prisoner  to  the  commanding  general  of  the 
array  of  the  border,  and  you  will  remember  that  1  accordingly 
placed  him  in  youi-  own  hands,  at  the  same  time  introducing 
his  captor,  giving  iiis  fall  name,  company,  and  regiment. 

This  is  the  true,  unvarnished  story  of  the  ca})ture  of  j\[ar- 
maduke,  about  which  thei'e  has  been  so  much  misrepresenta- 
tion in  the  newspa])ers.    Having  rid  myself  of  this  res})cnsi- 
,  bility,  I  again  hurried  to  the  front. 
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When  I  overtook  the  advauce,  I  found  it  halted  at  the  foot 
of  the  precipitous  mound  descending  into  the  Osage  vallej. 
Leaving  v  oL  Cloud,  of  your  staff,  here,  Capt.  Ilinton  and  myself 
pushed  forward  to  the  skirmish  line,  away  in  the  advance 
ahnost  as  far  as  we  could  see  over  the  smooth  prairie,  and  on 
arriving  there,  we  could  plainly  see  the  rebel  column, moving 
straight  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Scott.  At  the  same  time,  a 
smaller  column  was  effecting  a  junction  with  it,  and  came 
from  a  j^oint  to  our  right,  higher  up  the  Osage,  and  which 
was,  most  probably,  the  force  engaged  by  Col.  Moonlight, 
near  Fort  Lincoln.  The  column  in  our  front  moved  off  and 
disappeared  from  sight,  while  ourown  line  still  remained  sta- 
tionary in  our  rear.  I  picked  up  an  orderly  from  the  skirmisli 
line  wlio  belonged  to  the  2d  Kansas  cavalry,  and  sent  him 
back  with  a  message  to  Col.  Cloud,  requesting  him  to  get 
Gen.  Pleasanton  to  move  forward,  as  I  feared  for  Fort  Scott, 
and  at  the  same  time  got  a  citizen  who  had  come  forward 
with  us,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  right  and  try  to  reach  Fort 
Scott,  with  a  verbal  message  to  the  commanding  officer  to  hold 
out  to  the  last  if  the  enemy  struck  him,  as  we  were  immedi- 
ately upon  his  rear.  Minutes  passed,  and  still  our  line  did 
not  move.  I  grew  impatient,  and  sent  another  man  of  the 
2d  Kansas,  with  a  second  message  to  Col.  Cloud,  requesting 
him  to  see  you  and  tell  you  that  the  enemy  w^as  moving  in  a 
direct  line  tow-ard  Fort  Scott,  and  that  to  save  it,  somethinn; 
must  be  done  immediately.  I  feared  that  some  one  unac- 
quainted with  the  to]^ography  of  the  country  had  led  you  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  was  diverging  to  the  east,  as  I  knew 
at  that  time  he  was  not. 

At  length,  my  suspense  was  ended,  and  the  line  began  to 
move,  and  from  this  on  there  was  no  unnecessary  delay.  Sim- 
ultaneously, the  skirmish  line  also  advanced.  I  waited  (ill  Gen. 
Fleasanton  came  up  (he  1  )eiiig  with  the  advance),  explained 
to  him  the  topography  of  the  country,  the  direclioji  Ihe  en.  my 
had  taken,  my  fears  for  Fort  Scott,  its  situation,  amount  of 
stores,  ttc,  and  then  hurried  forward  again  to  the  skirmish 
line.  • 
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[It  is  proper  to  saj  here,  that  the  dehiy  at  the  inoimd  spo- 
ken of,  and  subscqnenily  on  the  snmnn't,  was  only  sufficient 
for  General  McNeil's  brigade  to  come  np  and  take  the  ad- 
vaiice,  whicli  seemed  absolutely  necessary,  to  relieve  the  weary 
troo])S  thai  had  before  acted  in  front. 

Fort  Scott  was  Col.  Blair's  home,  and  his  regular  post,  and 
a  few  moments  seemed  to  him  a  long  period.  Besides,  Col. 
Cloud  was  then  in  the  advance,  by  my  orders,  leading  the  skir- 
mishers, and  could  not  have  received  Col.  Blair's  report.] 

The  movement  was  then  rapid  and  continuous,  till  the 
skirmish  line  was  cliecked  near  the  verge  of  the  Osage  timber. 
The  woods  seemed  alive  with  rebel  soldiers,  but  in  rapid  mo- 
tion. The  skirmishers  kept  up  occasional  firing  at  them  nntil 
the  advance  brigade  came  up,  and  we  all  charged  rapidly  down 
into  the  timber,  but  the  enemy  disappeared  before  our  arrival. 

"  Col.  Cloud  Vv^as  in  the  charge,  with  about  sixty  veterans 
of  the  2d  Kansas  cavalry.  He  halted  in  the  timber  to  rest 
his  horses  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  passed  on  with  the  ad- 
vance brigade,  which,  I  think,  was  Brig.  Gen.  McXeil's ;  at 
all  events,  it  was  commanded  by  a  general  officer.  We  fol- 
lowed down  the  stream  some  distance,  crossed  at  the  ford,  and 
just  as  we  were  emerging  from  the  timber,  on  the  south  side, 
the  head  of  the  column  w^as  fired  on  by  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers. We  soon  dislodged  them,  however,  and  pushed  on  to- 
wards a  cornfield  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

The  head  of  the  column  was  here  checked  by  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  field,  and  it  w^as  evident  that  another  battle  was  to 
be  fought.  Accordingly,  the  General  (McNeil)  formed  his 
brigade  in  close  column  of  companies,  and  made  them  a  little 
speech  while  forming,  to  the  effect  that,  "It  made  no  differ- 
ence whether  there  w^as  one  thousand  or  ten  thousand  men  in 
that  field,  he  wanted  them  to  lide  right  over  them."  The 
men  responded  with  a  yell,  the  dismounted  skirmishers  tore 
down  the  fence  in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire,  and  the  column 
swept  through  it  like  a  tornado. 

In  the  rear  of  tlie  cornfield  anotlier  line  was  formed  on  the 
prairie, the  right  resting  on  the  skirt  of  timber  fringing  a  sniall 
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stream,  while  the  advance  of  the  hrioade,  rapidly  deploying 
into  line,  charged  and  broke  them  at  the  first  onset. 

A  third  line  of  battle- was  formed  still  further  to  the  rear, 
in  a  low  basin,  where  there  had  been  an  evident  intention  to 
encamp,  which  was  surrounded  by  a  semi-circle  of  hills,  where 
they  held  us  at  bay,  under  a  severe  fire,  for  about  twenty 
minutes  or  more,  and  until  the  whole  brigade  formed  in  line 
and  charged.  Before  this  impetuous  charge  they  were  again 
broken,  and  as  I  passed  through  their  temporary  halting 
place  there  was  abundant  evidence  of  the  haste  they  were  in, 
in  the  broken  weapons,  dismounted  forges,  fragmentary  mess- 
chests,  and  smashed  crockery  with  which  the  ground  was 
strewn.  The  chase  then  continued  about  a  mile,  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  south  of  the  valley  of  the  Osage,  and  on  getting 
view  of  the  enemy  from  the  summit  of  the  hill,  T  was  grati- 
fied to  observe  that  he  was  bearing  very  palpably  to  the  east, 
thus  giving  me  my  first  reasonable  hope  that  Port  Scott  might 
be  spared.  I  noticed,  too,  with  increased  satisfaction,  that 
we  were  at  least  a  mile  east  of  the  wire  road,  and  that  for  the 
first  time,  the  enemy's  direction  was  turned  from  this  place. 
Satisfied  that  I  could  render  no  further  service,  I  determined 
to  come  directly  here  (Fort  Scott)  to  see  to  a  certainty, 
"whether  the  post,  which  was  my  special  care,  was  safe  or  not, 
and  to  satisfy  those  cravings  of  hunger,  which,  though  per- 
sistently ignored  for  three  days  and  nights,  would  still,  de- 
epite  of  resolutions,  occasionally  become  clamorous. 

I  refrain  from  adding  the  glowing  compliments  properly 
bestowed  on  others  of  my  staft"  by  Col.  Blair,  although  he  and 
they  deserve  all  he  has  written,  for,  undoubtedly,  much  of  the 
success  of  this  day's  operations  are  due  to  tlieir  unceasing  and 
extraordinary  efforts. 

Col.  ^Y.  F.  Cloud,  acting  on  my  staft',  with  a  small  detacli- 
ment  of  his  own  regiment  (2d  Kansas),  reports  of  these  bat- 
tles as  follows :  — 

"  Accompanied  by  a  small  detachment  of  Kansas  cavalry, 
the  2d,  commanded  by  Sergeant  Peck,  1  moved  forward  in  the 
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space  between  onr  extreme  right  and  the  left,  giving  sucli  or- 
ders and  encouragement  to  our  forces  as  seemed  necessary.' 
In  this  order  we  came  to  a  rebel  battery,  the  men  of  Avliich 
had  ceased  to  fight,  from  fear,  at  which  a  rebel  Colonel  Jef- 
fries surrendered  to  me,  chTiming  protecticjn  for  himself  and 
men.  Giving  such  directioiis  as  seemed  proper  for  guarding 
the  prisoners,  I  moved  to  another  part  of  tlie  field,  as'sisting 
in  arresting  prisoners,  and  secui-ing  several  pieces  of  artillery 
abandoned  by  the  rebels  in  their  retreat  through  the  brush 
and  creek. 

"  Seeing  Gen.  Pleasanton  upon  the  field,  near  to  a  section 
of  artillery,  I  moved  forward  and  repoi-ted  facts  as  directed, 
and  then,  observing  that  he  was  directing  the  lire  of  our  ar- 
tillery upon  a  detachment  of  our  own  troops,  I  so  infoi'med 
him,  but  was  rebuked  ;  still  persisting  in  my  statements,  I 
had  them  contirmed  by  an  olficer  from  the  detachment  under 
fire,  whose  assurances  were  united  with  my  own,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  the  General  to  give  the  order  to  cease  firing,  say- 
ing at  the  same  time,  ^Yon  should  carry  your  colors  upon 
the  battlefield.' 

"At  the  order  of  General  Sanborn,  the  2d  Kansas  cavalry 
was  moved  forward  as  skirmishers,  some  iHOunted,  some  dis- 

' mounted,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods  and  across 
the  river.  Here  the  enemy  had  another  line  formed,  and  our 
troops  were  ordered  forward,  the  2d  Kansas  remaining  in  its 
position  on  the. right;  and  in  this  order,  pi'essiug  forward,  we 
reached  from  right  to  left,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  which 
placed  us  in  the  advance  of  the  center,  when  the  rebels  re- 
treated from  our  steadily  advancing  army. 

"My  command  had  the  advance  from  the  advantageous 
formation  of  the  ground,  and  leading,  in  this  manner  pursued 
tk<».- ^UiJ'Uij  for  the  distance  of  three  miles,  in  a  continuous 
charge,  until  compelled  to  halt  from  sheer  exhaustion  of  the 
horses,  many  of  ihem  falling  under  their  riders." 

Col.  Cloud  was  very  active  during  the  campaign,  an^i  his 
•immediate  connection  with  the  capture  of  Col.  J  olfii^  s  and 

..ilwi  battery  of  rebel  guns  at  Mine  Creek,  and  leading  the 
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skirmishers  at  the  Osag'©,  are  distinguished  achievements 
which  ought  to  secure  his  promotion. 

Major  A^^eod,  of  m}^  staff,  acting  A.  D.  C.  and  commissary 
of  musters  of  my  department,  also  participated  in  tliis  day's 
fight,  and  reports  his  detached  service  as  follows  :  — 

"  I  remained  with  the  major  general  commanding  until 
Phillips's  brigade  had  crossed  the  stream  at  Trading  Post, 
when  I  was  ordered  over  with  a  message  to  Gen.  Pleasanton, 
and  after  dehvoring  it,  proceeded  to  tJie  front  with  Col.  Blair 
and  Major  P.  11.  Hunt. 

"Three  miles  south  of  Trading  Post,  with  Mine  Creek  in 
their  rear,  we  Ibund  the  entij-e  fighting  force  of  the  enemy 
(Shelby's  division  excepted,)  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  As 
only  one  brigade  of  our  own  troops  had  come  uj),  I  rode  a 
short  distance  back,  on  a  i-oad  running  j/araljel  with  and  to 
the  left  of  the  one  on  which  Phillips's  brigade  had- marched, 
and  verj^  soon  met  Lieut.  Col.  Benteen  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade,  and  informed  him  of  the  position  of  the  enemy.  He 
pushed  rapidly  forward,  and  on  coming  in  sight  of  the  rebel 
lines,  at  once  formed  his  brigade  for  a  charge:  I  then  started 
to  return  to  the  troops  already  on  the  iield,  to  urge  upon  the 
.„ commanding  officer  a  charge  at  the  same  moment  with  that 
of  Benteen.  Before  reaching  the  command,  however,  I  was 
accosted  by  an  officer  who  pointed  to  the  right-center  regi- 
ment of  Phillips's  brigade,  and  asked  me  to  take  that  regi- 
ment into  action,  and  to  tell  the  men  their  colonel  would  soon 
be  with  them.  He  then  rode  off  at  a  rapid  pace,  in  a  north- 
westerly direction,  probably  on  some  urgent  mission.  I  at 
once  rode  to  the  head  of  the  regiment  indicated,  gave  the 
message  to  all  the  offi(;ers,  and  to  lessen  as  much  as  possible 
the  depressing  eifects  of  the  commanding  officer's  absence 
upon  the  men,  chaiged  with  and  in  advance  uf  them.  xVs 
they  came  near  enough  to  the  enemy's  line  to  open  fire,  I 
crossed  their  I'ront  and  took  position  in  the  line  on  the  right, 
where,  in  conjunction  Avith  ]\rajor  P.  H,  Hunt,  I  did  what  I 
could  to  encourage  and  urge  it  forwai'd. 
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"  After  the  enemy's  line  had  been  broken,  and  his  whole 
force  put  to  iiight,  I  rode  to  the  Ici't  of  our  line  and  assisted 
in  gathering  together  and  sending  to  the  rear  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  who  had  been  captured  with  the  artillery  taken 
by  Benteen's  brigade.  While  engaged  in  this  duty  I  heard 
of  the  capture  of  Genei-al  Marmaduke,  and  some  twent}^  min- 
utes later,  meeting  General  Pleasanton,  who  was  just  com'ing 
to  the  field,  I  informed  him  of  the  foct,  also  telling  him  that 
Marmaduke  had  already  been  sent  to  the  rear.  I  then,  at 
his  request,  took  several  squads  of  our  men  who  had  been 
separated  from  their  comnuands  during  the  charge,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  pick  up  prisoners,  who  were  scattered  over  every 
part  of  the  battle  ground,  some  under  guard,  and  many  work- 
ing their  way  to  the  rear  without  guards,  and  no  guides  ex- 
cept their  own  fears. 


LETTER  TEOM  HON.  LYSANDER  W.  BABBITT. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  August  20, 1870. 

Editor  of  the  Annals  of  Iowa  : — 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  just  finished  reading  that  portion  of 
the  July  number  of  the  Annals  devoted  to  the  "Pioneers  of 
Marion  County,"  and  find  it,  in  most  respects,  very  correct; 
but  in  the  sketch  of  Judge  "Williams,  in  tlie  anecdotes  related 
of  him,  you  have  the  wrong  parties  upon  the  (Occasion  of  his 
nomination  for  the  ofiice'of  supreme  judge  by  the  legishitive 
caucus.  I  was  a  member  of  the  legishiture  at  the  time, 
re2:>resenting  Marion  and  nine  other  counties,  and  the  inci- 
dent related  trans})ired  in  my  room  in  Swan's  Hotol.  lion. 
Geo.  W.  Jones  and  the  lion.  T.  Wilson  were  candidate's  for 
Unifed  Stales  senator,  and  the  Hon.  J.  Williams,  S.  C.  Hast- 
ings, and  many  others,  were  candidates  iV^r  suj^reme  judges. 
I  was  numbered  among  tlie  friends  of  AVilliams,  and  when 
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the  caucus  met,  without  showing  any  great  anxiety  upon  the 
subject,  went  round  among  the  members,  saying:  "Old 
Joe  is  a  good  old  fellow,  let  us  give  him  a  complimentary 
vote,"  whicli  proposition  was  agreed  to  by  several  members 
who  desired  the  nomination  of  some  other  person.  It  took 
nineteen  votes  to  nominate,  and  wlien  the  vote  was  counted, 
Judge  Williams  had  received  twenty-three  votes,  being  a 
majority  of  the  whole  vote- cast;  wliereupon  i  arose  and  said: 
"Ina&mucli  as  the  lion.  Joseph  Williams  has,'  on  an  informal 
ballot,  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  this  convention, 
I  move  that  he  be  declared  the  nominee  for  supreme  judge 
by  acclamation."  The  vote  was  instantly  taken,  and  before 
his  oppoiients  could  rally,  he  was  declared  the  nominee, 
whereupon  two  or  three  members  whom  I  had  solicited  to 
give  liim  a  complimentary  vote,  exclaimed,  "  G —  d —  Mr, 
Babbitt's  complimentary  vote." 

After  the  adjourninent  of  the  caucus,  all  hands  were  in- 
vited by  Jones,  Dodge,  Williams,  and  otlicr  successful  candi- 
dates, to  partake  of  an  oyster  supper  and  free  whisky,  at  a 
saloon  near  by,  which  invitation  was  pretty  generally  ac- 
cepted, and  at  which  the  defeated  candidates  partc>ok  pretty 
freely  of  the  last  refreshment  named.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  party  broke  up,  and  the  members  retired  to  theii-  rooms. 
The  defeated  candidates,  Wilson  and  Hastings,  roomed  in 
adjoining  rooms  to  the  one  occupied  by  me,  and  were  very 
much  excited  over  their  defeat;  so  much  so,  that  they  M-alked 
from  room  to  room,  bewailing  their  fate,  and  declaring  tluit 
they  had  been  repudiated  by  the  democracy.  AYhen  they 
came  into  my  room,  I  attempted  to  console  them,  telling 
them  that  they  were'  not  repudiated,  but  that  other  demo- 
crats had  more  friends  in  the  caucus  than  they,  whereupon 
Wilson  exclaimed:  ''If  I  had  been  beaten  by  a  high- 
minded,  honorable  man,  I  could  have  stood  it  withoul  ji  mur- 
mur; but  to  be  defeated  ])y  a  dancing-master,  ruins  my 
reputation  forever."  To  this  speech  llaslings  responded  as 
follows:  "Wilson,  you  have  been  defeated  by  a  high- 
minded,  honoi-able  man — a  gentlenian — a  dancing-master — I 
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congratulate  you ;  but  for  ine  there  is  no  consolation,  for,  by 
G— d,  the  liddler  beat  me." 

In  relation  to  myself,  I  have  to  say  that  I  am  not  quite  as 
old  as  your  report  makes  me;  and  you  might  have  added  to 
your  history  of  my  career  as  a  poHtician,  that  I  was  twice 
elected  recorder  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  and  was  twice 
elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Marion,  and  other  counties 
attached  to  it,  in  the  state,  legishiture. 

With  the  slight  exception  of  misspelling  names,  and  a  few 
other  unimportant  mistakes,  you  have  given  a  very  correct 
history  of  the  early  settlement  of  i^larion  county,  and  I  take 
this  occasion  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  remarkable 
success. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LYSANDEE  W.  BABBITT. 


EEOOLLEOTIOITS  OP  THIETY-IOUE  YEAES  AGO. 


BY  HAWKINS  TAYLOK. 


On  Saturday,  in  early  May,  1836,  in  company  with  Col. 
Wm.  Patterson,  A.  II.  Walker,  and  Green  Carey  (the  two  latter 
now  dead),  we  crossed  the  Miisissippi  river  I'rom  Appanoose 
to  Fort  Madison,  Wisconsin  (tlien  spelled  Ouisconsin).  Appa- 
noose was  then  the  larger  town,  and  aspired  to  be  a  great 
city  very  soon.  The  old  man  White  and  his  son-in-law, 
Doolittie,  owned  the  ferry,  and  they  had  but  a  day  or  two 
before  returned  from  the  Ohio  river  with  an  old  steam  ferry- 
boat. We  landed  at  the  point  below  the  mouth  ol'  the 
branch  below  the  ])resent  penitentiary.  The  lirst  tiling  lliat 
presented  itself  to  our  view  was  the  wreck  of  a  l)()ard  frame 
house  that  had  been  capsized  and  thrown  over  tlic  liii'h  bank 
down  into  the  river,  the  day  before.    On  inquiry,  we  loanunl 
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that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Martin  Cbany  claimed,  by  squat- 
ter right,  a  tract  uf  land  above  the  town  plat  of  Fort  Madison, 
and  now  mainly  occupied  by  the  penitentiary  grounds,  and 
in  accordance  with  claim  laws,  had  built  a  house  on  it  to  hold 
his  claim.  Col.  E.  D.  Ayres  and  others,  claiming  the  same 
ground  under  an  older  "squat,"  as  they  said,  came  to  town 
in  force  and  capsized  Mr.  Chany's  house,  and  would  have 
capsized  him  if  they  could  have  found  him.  "We  found  that 
pubHc  sentiment  was  with  Ayres.  Chany  left  and  went  to 
Iowa  City.  Years  after  this,  I  believe,  and  the  last  I  heard 
of  him,  he  was  still  claiming  the  land,  and  may  be  now  for 
auo'ht  I  know. 

At  that  time  the  w^iole  of  the  town  of  Fort  Madison  was 
above  the  off-set  in  Front  street,  with  the  exception  of  a  few^ 
"wliisky  shanties  along  the  bank  of  the  river  below.  The 
principal  men  of  the  town  at  that  time  were,  Gen.  John  11. 
Knapp,  his  cousin,  Col.  Knapp,  and  Judge  Cutter.  The  Gen- 
eral was  a  man  universally  respected  and  loved.  lie  was  at 
that  time  building  the  Madison  House,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
fort  that  had  been  burnt  in  1S16.  Many  of  the  charred  re- 
mains of  the  fire  were  still  in  sight. 

Col.  Knapp  had  a  store  at  the  second  corner  below^  The 
Colonel  was  a  great  friend  of  the  Indians,  and  especially  was 
he  Black  Hawk's  chief  friend.  Black  Hawk  tlion  wintered 
on  Devil  creek;  his  lodge  was  near  the  old  bridge  across 
Devil  creek,  on  the  old  Fort  Madison  and  Montrose  road. 
His  band  wintered,  and  made  sugar  in  the  spring,  for  several 
years,  in  the  Devil  creek  bottom.  One  spring  they  got  up 
above  the  "half-breed"  line,  and  commenced  tapping  the 
sugar-trees  belonging  to  the  settlers.  This  raised  quite  a 
row;  the  settlors  comjilained  to  Black  Hawk  ;  Black  Hawk 
said,  "Big  white  chief  give  us  leave,"  meaning  Col.  Ivnap]^ 
As  soon  as  the  Colonel  heard  of  the  trouble,  he  told  Bhick 
Hawk  that  he  must  not  go  above  the  line  of  the  "hnlf- 
bretnl  tract."  The  Indians  at  once  left,  as  directed.  Tiie 
Colonel  was  soon  afterwai'ds  killed  by  llendershot,  at  Ben- 
tonsi)ort. 
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Old  Judge  Cutter  liad  a  store  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
As  the  town  plat  was  originally  laid  out,  there  were  frac- 
tional lots  between  Front  street  and  the  river,  for  three 
blocks,  opposite  and  below  the  old  fort.  On  one  of  these 
was  Cutter's  store.    At  that  time,  these  fractional  lots  were  '  > 

considered  the  most  valuable  lots  in  the  town  ;  but  afterwards, 
when  the  government  laid  off  the  town  under  act  of  Con- 
gress, giving  the  owners  of  lots  a  pre-emption  right  to  three 
lots  to  five  towns  in  the  territory — Fort  Madison,  Burling- 
ton, Eellevue,  Dubuque,  and  Mineral  Point — these  fractional 
lots  were  made  public  property.  The  upper  part  of  the  town 
was  covered  with  black  jack,  except  a  few  acres  above  and 
back  of  the  old  fort,  and  that  was  smooth  and  covered  with  a 
most  luxuriant  growth  of  blue  grass.  The  lower  part  of  the 
town  was  covered  with  as  fine  a  growth  of  large  oak  timber 
as  I  ever  saw;  the  lower  bottom  mixed  with  linn,  hickorj^, 
walnut,  and  other  rich  growth  timber,  and  the  pea-vine  was 
as  hifrh  as  our  heads  on  horseback. 

o 

Speculation  was  running  high  at  that  time,  and  everybody 
we  met  had  a  town  plat.  There  were  then  more  towns  in 
what  is  Lee  county  now,  than  there  ai'e  now,  if  paper  plats 
constituted  a  town  ;  and  every  man  that  had  a  town,  had  the 
map  of  a  county  marked  out  to  suit  his  town  as  a  county 
seat.  At  that  time,  or  soon  after,  there  was  West  Point; 
then  Johnson  Chapman  had  Franklin ;  then,  a  few  miles 
south,  "\Vm.  Skinner  had  Leesburgli;  then  the  old  man  Per- 
kins had  a  town  a  few  miles  west  of  West  Point,  I  forget  its 
name;  all  to  be  in  the  exact  centre  of  the  new  county  that 
was  to  be  made. 

We  went  out  to  Dr.  Gilmer's  that  night,  and  s]ient  the 
Sabbath  there.  The  do(5tor  was  an  old  Kentucky  friend  of 
ours;  had  fought  under  Jackson,  at  Xew  Orleans;  a  kind, 
noble,  good,  gcnerouj^,  honest  nuui,  now  in  heaven. 

At  that  time  tliero  were  no  settlements,  scarcely,  on  the 
prairies;  almost  all  the  settlements  were  in  (he  timber,  and 
in  what  is  now  souili-eastern  Jowa.    TIut  were  mainly  en 
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in  the  state  ever  had  or  will  have.  They  lived  on  the  great 
thoroughfare  from  either  Fort  Madisoii  or  Biirlinoton,  going 
west,  had  a  fine  farm,  the  first  orchard  in  the  county,  plenty 
of  everything,  and  the  latch-string  was  known  to  be  always 
out  for  all  preachers  and,  in  fact,  for  everybody  that  wanted 
to  come  to  the  country  and  settle.  The  old  man  lived  to  an 
advanced  age,  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life,' and 
raised  a  large  and  worthy  family. 

That  day  we  bought  the  town  of  West  Point,  Wallcer  and 
Carey  joining  us  in  the  purchase.  {^At  that  time  there  were 
but  three  or  four  log  shanties  on  the  town  plat.  John  L. 
Cotton  had  the  only  store.  The  house  was  about  12  by  IG, 
made  out  of  pealed  hickory  logs,  the  "split  part  inside,  and 
rough  boards  nailed  over  the  cracks,  no  ceiling,  and  the  roof 
steep  enough  to  please  any  Hollander.  The  stock  in  trade 
was  one  barrel  red-eye,  said  to  be  of  approved  quality,  about 
a  dozen  pieces  of  calico,  and  as  many  more  pieces  of  do- 
mestics, some  fancy  articles,  sugar,  tea,  eofi'ee,  and  tobacco, 
all  amounting  in  value  to  a  couple  hundred  dollars.  At  that 
time  there  were  not  twenty  acres  of  ground  fenced  in  sight  of 
West  Point.  A  good  deal  more  was  broken  up  and  pla?ited  ; 
but  the  first  object  of  the  settlers  was,  to  get  in  their  corn 
and  then  fence  their  ground. 

Within  a  few  days  after  our  purchase,  my  associates  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  leaving  me  to  put  up  a  frame  house  for 
each  of  us,  18  by  32  feet,  one  story  high.  I  had  not  a  foot  of 
plank  to  use  in  any  of  them  ;  the  studding  was  rails  sd-aiglit- 
ened;  the  siding,  split  boards;  and  the  lioors,  ]Mincheons. 
The  front  doors  and  window  sash  were  brought  round  froni 
Pittsburgh,  and  bought  at  Fort  Madison."";  At  that  day,  the 
only  lumber  used  on  the  Mississippi  was  brought  from  J^itts- 
burg.  These  houses  are  still  standirig,  I  believe,  and  oc- 
cupied. ^ 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  I  attended  the  fii'st  sale  of  lots  in 
Salem,  now  in  Henry  county.  There  was  then  not  a  slianly 
on  the  town  plat.    At  that  time,  l^'ather  Aaron  Sli'eet,  one  of 
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the  most  intelligent,  worthy  men  tliat  I  ever  met,  the  propri- 
etor of  tlie  town,  lived  in  the  edge  of  the  ;iraber  south-west 
from  the  proposed  town. 

Fram  tliere  I  went,  that  afternoon,  to  "Hound  Prairie," 

^  now  in  Jellerson  county.    There  was  not  even  a  trail  to  fol- 

low. Scott  Walker,  and  one  or  two  other  families,  had 
moved  there  in  the  spring,  but  the  trail  they  made  had 
grown  up.  I,  however,  found  my  wa}^  to  AValker's.  There 
were  two  or  three  families  then  in  Eound  Prairie:  James 
Gilmer,  S.  C.  Walker,  and,  probably,  a  Hardin  and  Putler 
aiul  their  families.  That  was  the  western  settlement  then. 
C^On  the  10th  of  September,  1S36,  the  proprietors  of  West 
Point  made  a  sale  of  lots,  after  pretty  full  advertisement. 
The  proprietors  were  all  temperance  men,  and  one  or  two  of 
them  elders  in  the  old  blue  stocking  Presbyterian  church, 
and  they  had  set  apart  a  liberal  plat  of  ground  to  their  late 
minister,  and  he  was  coming  to  settle  thei'e,  and  they  had  ar- 
ranged to  build  a  meeting  house  and  oi'ganize  a  church.  To 
be  a  "hard  shell"  Baptist  was  then  respectable  with  the  set- 
tlers; to  be  a  Campbellite,  was  passable;  and  to  be  a  ]\retho- 
dist,  could  be  tolerated ;  but  they  felt  that  it  was  asking 
rather  too  much  to  come  among  them  and  propagate  ten:i- 
perance  and  blue  stocking  Presbyterianism.  It  was  strongly 
whispered  that  this  was  a  bad  set  to  settle  a  new  country — in 
fact,  it  was  whispered  pretty  loudly.  The  proprietors  were 
very  anxious  to  have  their  sale  a  success.  They  were  all 
Kentuckians,  and  at  that  tinie  had  seen  but  few  Yankees ; 
still,  they  had  picked  up  some  Yaidvce  ideas,  and  as  nearl}^  all 
the  settlers  were  from  the  south,  they  concluded  to  make,  on 
the  day  of  sale,  a  regular  old-fasbioned  barbecue.  iS^o  sooner 
was  this  known,  than  the  hard  shells  themselves  softened, 
and  ofl'ers  from  all  quarters  were  made  to  take  cliarge  of 
the  roasting  department  of  the  barbecue,  and  the  worst  of 
enemies  became  the  best  of  friends.  ]*6th  the  sale  and 
barbecue  were  a  grand  success;  plenty  to  eat  lor  all,  and 

I  v.-ell  cooked,  no  one  intoxicated,  everything  cheerful  and 

pleasant.    The  sale  amounted  to  about  §2,800.  j 
43  ^ 
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Now,  reader,  do  not  say,  "that  is  no  sura  at  all."  Ton 
must  recollect  that  this  was  before  most  of  yon  were  born, 
and  long  before  the  days  of  army  sutlers,  commissaries, 
quartermasters,  and  shoddy  contractors  during  a  great  war. 

There  were  about  two  hundred  people  at  the  sale ;  many 
brought  their  families.  Among  others,  there  were  a  dozen 
or  so  of  candidates  for  the  legislature.  The  territory  of  Wis- 
consin had  then  just  been  organized,  and  an  election  for  the 
legislature  ordered.  There  were  then  but  two  counties  in 
the  territory,  west  of  the  Mississippi — Des  Moines  and  Du- 
buque— Pine  river,  between  Bloomington  (now  Muscatine) 
and  Davenport,  being  the  dividing  line  on  the  river.  Des 
Moines  county  was  entitled  to  tliree  members  of  the  Council 
and  six  members  in  the  House.  The  main  question  at  that 
election  was  the  county  line.  Almost  everybody  had  a  town, 
and  they  wanted  the  new  counties  made  to  suit  their  towns 
as  county  seats.  All  the  candidates  at  this  sale  were,  of 
course,  in  favor  of  making  a  county  that  would  make  West 
Point  the  county  seat;  but  I  suspect  the  promise  was  for- 
gotten, much  after  the  fashion  of  the  present  day. 

There  was  a  very  great  immigration  to  the  territory  in  that 
year,  and  scarcely  any  grain  raised.  The  result  was,  short 
rations ;  and  to  add  to  this,  it  was  an  early  winter,  closing 
the  river  with  ice,  and  cutting  off  supplies  from  that  quarter. 
The  town  of  Denmark  had  been  located  that  season  by  an 
enterprising  company  of  Yankees,  headed  by  Fox,  Epps,  and 
Shed.  Taking  time  in  advance,  they  had  gone  into  Illinois 
and  bought  a  small  drove  of  hogs  to  drive  on  foot,  expecting 
to  get  back  before  the  river  closed ;  but  when  they  got  to  the 
river  it  was  full  of  ice,  so  that  the  ferry  could  not  run,  but 
fortune  favored  them,  by  the  ice  blocking  so  that  they  drove 
over  their  hogs  on  the  ice  the  next  day.  This  pork  almost 
literally  kept  the  people  from  starving  until  other  supplies 
could  be  got  from  Illinois.  The  winter  was  long,  cold,  and 
dreary,  and  almost  the  entire  supplies  of  every  kind  had  to 
come  from  Illinois,  and  had  to  be  hauled  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles,  and  were  sold  at  enormous  prices. 
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But  during  that  whole,  long,  dreary  winter,  a  methodist 
preacher  by  the  name  of  Cartwright,  living  a  few  miles  west 
of  Burlington,  traveled  the  circuit  of  what  is  now  Des  Moines, 
Lee,  and  Van  Buren  counties,  never  missing  an  appointment. 
F  From  AYest  Point  to  Keosauqua  there  was  nothing  but  a 

trail,  and  that  covered  with  snow  and  ice,  and  few  settlers ; 
yet,  rain  or  snow,  he  was  always  on  time.  I  fear  that  there 
are  few  preachers,  Methodist  or  otherwise,  now  in  that  cir- 
cuit, who  would  be  willing  to  go  through  such  trials,  with 
the  same  fare  and  same  pay.  If  aUve,  I  hope  this  noble 
man  has  an  easy  place  now ;  if  dead,  he  has.  his  reward. 

(  West  Point  itself,  and  immediate  vicinity,  up  to  its  being 
cursed  with  getting  the  county  seat,  for  which  it  struggled 
so  long,  was  a  model  town  for  sobriety  and  moral  character. 
By  nature  it  is  one  of  the  handsomest  places  in  the  state ; 
but  it  has  now,  by  railroads,  been  thrown  into  an  eddy,  and 
has  settled  down  into  a  quiet,  democratic,  Dutch  town. 
When  first  settled,  it  was  a  sort  of  halt-way  place  of  meeting 
between  a  clan  that  lived  on  the  Skunk,  headed  by  a  noto- 
rious rough  by  the  name  of  Hamp.  Kaltan,  and  an  almost 
equally  hard  set  that  lived  on  Sugar  creek,  headed  by  a 
family  by  the  name  of  Point.  These  parties  would  regularly 
meet  in  West  Point  on  Saturdays,  run  scrub  races,  drink 
whiskey,  and  make  themselves  generally  disagreeable  to  the 
good  citizens.  The  Paltan  crowd  were  horse  thieves  and 
regular  desperadoes.  They  finally  .became  so  bad  that  the 
citizens  encouraged  the  Points  party,  and  they,  one  Satur- 
day, drove  the  Raltan  party  out  of  the  town,  and  finally  out 
of  the  country;  and  as  the  county  settled  up,  the  Points 
party  naturally  drifted  oft".  John  Points  was  known  as  the 
bully  of  his  section,  although  not  at  all  quarrelsome. 

At  that  time  there  was  a  man  b}^  the  name  of  Allan  living 
near  where  Charleston  is  situated  now.  Allen  was  from 
Maine,  and  prided  himself  on  bein^;  a  Yankee  —  an  article 
scarce  at  that  time  in  that  section.  Allan  bad  heard  of 
Points  as  the  bully  of  West  Point.  Points  was  a  Iven- 
tuckian.    Allan  sent  him  word  that  he  would  meet  him  in 


) 


310 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[OCTOBEK, 


AYest  Point  on  a  certain  Saturday;  tliat  lie  was  from  Maine, 
and  that  lie  believed  a  ]\[aiiie  man  (jonld  whip  any  Keii- 
tuckian.  With  the  Saturday  Allan  and  Points  met,  for  the 
first  time.  Their  friends  formed  a  ring,  and  the  two  men 
went  to  work.  Points  had  ten  friends  to  Allan's  one,  bnt  no 
one  said  a  word;  perfect  fair  play  was  ol)served,  until  Allan 
said  he  Avas  whipj^ed.  It  was  a  rough  and  tumble  fight,  and 
never  were  two  men  more  evenly  matched,  and  seldom 
better  men.  The  light  was  long  and  desperate;  hoth  men 
were  a  mangled  mass  when  through.  Old  Father  ]]rand,  a 
Yirginia  gentlema/i  of  the  old  school^  who  had  graduated 
into  a  justice  of  the  peace,  commanded  the  peace,  and  com- 
manded the  power  of  the  commonwealth  to  stop  the  light; 
but  it  was  to  no  purpose,  no  one  obeyed,  and  the  common- 
wealth stood  still  until  the  light  was  all  over,  when  he  had 
them  both  arrested.  Each  one  pleaded  that  the  fight  waa 
merely  in  fun;  no  harm  whatever  was  intended;  that  it  was 
merely  to  test  the  fighting  rpialities  of  Maine  and  Kentucky. 
Allan  was  very  eloquent  that  Points,  at  least,  should  not  be 
fined,  as  he  was  the  victor ;  but  the  justice  could  not  be  con- 
vinced that  it  was  legal  for  men  to  fight  in  fun.  He  fined, 
them  five  dollars  each,  but  I  never  heard  of  the  fine  being 
collected. 

The  ambition  of  West  Point,  in  the  early  day  of  its  great- 
ness, was  to  be  the  county  seat,  and  after  many  trials  and 
many  failures,  it  finally  succeeded  in  getting  the  court  house. 
Up  to  that  time  Solomon  had  had  a  monopoly  of  selling 
whiskey  for  the  thirsty  and  the  traveling  man;  but  during- 
court,  John  Kenneday,  of  Fort  Madison,  opened  out  a 
caboose,  where  he  was  supposed  to  sell  choice  "  red  eye. 
J^ear  the  town  lived  a  noble  old  man  by  the  name  of  Creel, 
an  old-fashioned  Kentuckian,  who  ke]:>t  up  the  Kentucky 
rulo  of  taking  a  (ham  when  he  went  to  town.  During  court 
week  Creel  canu'  to  town,  and  meeting  a  friend,  they  went 
to  Kenncday's  and  took  a  couple  of  d)-inks.  Creel  tlien 
went  into  the  court  liouse,  and,  not  liking  somclliing  lliat 
was  said  or  done,  very  empliatically  objecled.    Judge  Mason 
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was  on  the  bench  at  the  time,  and  he  lined  Creel  $5.00. 
TJie  next  niornino-  the  old  man  went  to  Mason's  boarding- 
house  and  told  the  judge  that  he  did  not  object  to  or  com- 
plain of  the  fine,  but  that  he  really  thought  the  fine  should 
have  been  put  on  Keunedaj,  and  not  him.  The  judge,  in 
his  kind  way,  asked,  "Why  so?"  "Why,"  says  the /dd 
man,  "  I  go  to  town  generally  about  once  a  week,  or  once  in 
two  weeks,  and,  according'  to  my  old  custom,  I  go  to  Solo- 
mon's and.  take  two  drinks,  I  treating  some  one  and  he 
treating  me.  We  are  used  to  Solomon's  whiskey ;  it  is  not 
strong,  and  does  not  hurt  us,  we  understand  it;  but  here 
comes  this  man  Kenueday,  from  Fort  Madison,  with  his  new 
kind  of  whiskey,  that  we  know  nothing  about,  and  I  take  only 
my  two  drinks,  and  it  intoxicates  me,  so  that  I  am  fined ; 
now,  it  was  not  me,  but  Keuneday,  that  was  to  blame." 
The  judge  at  once  agreed  to,  and  did,  remit  the  fine.- 

Another  fighting  scene  of  that  day  was  laughable  in  the 
extreme.  Among  the  early  settlers  in  West  Point  was  a 
family  of  Dodds,  the  old  man  a  little  nob  of  a  man  that  did 
not  weigh  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds, 
but  who  had  been  a  celebrated  fighter,  in  Tennessee,  in  his 
day,  and  two  sons,  Orrin  and  AVarren,  both  now  good  citi- 
zens of  Arkansas.  Orrin  had  a  store  on  the  south-east  corner 
of  the  town,  the  doggery  was  on  the  north-west  corner. 
There  was  a  little  path  from  the  grocery  up  to  D odd's  store, 
beat  through  the  grass.  One  beautiful  evening,  just  about 
sunset,  a  big,  blustering  man  by  the  name  of  Driscoll,  from 
'Kentucky,  was  boasting  at  the  grocer}^  of  how  many  men  he 
had  whipped,  and  declaring,  with  boisterous  oaths,  that  he 
could  whip  any  man  of  his  age.  Dodd  was  by,  but  he  had 
lost  his  voice,  so  that  he  could  only  wdiisper;  but  he  goes  up 
to  Driscoll,  who  was  twice  as  big  as  he  was,  and  asked  him 
how  old  he  was.  Driscoll  said  he  was  sixty-five.  Dodd, 
without  saying  a  word,  started  slowly  up  the  })ath  lO  his  son's 
store,  who  was,  at  the  time,  sitting  out  l)y  the  door.  When 
he  got  there  he  whispercul :  "  Ori'in,  old  Driscull  says  that 
he  can  Vv'hip  any  num  of  his  age.    lie  is  sixty-five;  1  am 
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seventy-two.  Will  I  whip  him  ? "  Orrin  answered,  "  If 
you  can  make  anything  by  it."  The  old  man,  without  say- 
ing another  word,  turned,  and  deliberately  walked  back  the 
same  path,  to  the  grocery,  and  goes  up  to  Driscoll  and  says: 
"  You  say  you  can  whip  any  man  of  your  age.  You  are 
sixty-ilve;  I  am  seventy-two;"  and  diff  he  took  him,  knock- 
ing Ijim  down,  when  he  jumped  on  him.  Driscoll  com- 
menced hallooing  "Murder!  murder!!"  The  bystanders 
took  off  Dodd,  when  he  again  slowly  and  quietly  marched 
up  the  same  patli  to  his  son's  store,  and  said,  "I  whipped 
him,"  and  that  was  the  last  of  it.  Driscoll  was  badly  hurt, 
and  never  got  drunk  in  town  after  that.  It  made  him  a 
good  citizen. 

The  article  of  my  old  friend  Toole,  and  your  article  giving 
Gov.  Lucas  credit  for  his  efforts  in  favor  of  public  schools, 
made  me  recollect  an  incident  of  the  first  Iowa  legislature. 
Toole  was  a  member  from  Louisa  county  and  I  from  Lee, 
and  we  both  wanted  to  get  some  territory  from  Des  Moines 
county.  Toole  wanted  three  miles  from  the  north  tier  of 
townships  of  the  county,  and  I  wanted  to  get  the  fractional 
township  across  Skunk  river,  embracing  Denmark.  We  had 
both  introduced  bills  for  that  purpose,  and  we  then  went 
one  evening  to  see  the  governor,  to  urge  him  not  to  veto  the 
bills  if  we  could  pass  them.  Toole,  in  his  most  oily  manner, 
introduced  the  subject  of  his  wants.  The  governor,  at  once, 
with  his  hair  stifler  than  I  thought  I  had  ever  seen  it,  said  : 
"No,  sir;  I  will  not  sign  any  bill  that  divides  townships." 
Then,  pointing  to  my  bill,  which  had  just  come  in  and  been 
put  on  his  hook,  "There  is  a  bill  I  will  veto  if  it  passes. 
Township  organizations  and  public  schools  are  the  life  and 
protection  of  a  free  people.  Of  all  things,  })ublic  schools  are 
the  most  important  to  the  people,  and  they  can  only  be  ])rop- 
erly  organized  by  townships.  No,  sir,  I  will  allow  no  town- 
ship to  be  divided." 

No  man  ever  exerted  himself  more  for  public  schools, 
temperance,  and  Cliristlanity  than  did  Lucas  during  his  ad- 
ministration as  governor.  All  honor  to  him  for  his  noble 
stand  at  that  time. 
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HON.  PHILIP  VIELE'S  ADDRESS  OP  WELCOME  TO  GOVERNOE 
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Having  published  in  the  x\nnals  a  portrait  and  sketch  of 
the  life  of  Gov.  Lucas,  we  should  be  glad  to  follow  them  with 
similar  memorials  of  Gov.  Chambers,  our  second  territorial 
governor,  and  suggest  that  some  one  who  is  well  acquainted 
vvitli  the  private  as  well  as  public  history  of  the  latter,  prepare 
a  meinoir  of  his  life,  and  send  it  to  us  for  publication  in  the 
Annals. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1841,  Governor  Chambers,  who  suc- 
ceeded Governor  Lucas  as  territorial  executive  of  Iowa,  was 
formally  received  at  the  Madison  House,  in  Fort  Madison, 
and  welcomed  to  Iowa,  in  the  following  address,  delivered 
by  the  Hon.  Philip  Yiele,  then,  as  now,  a  citizen  of  Lee 
county :  — 

Governor  Chambers  :  In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Fort 
Madison,  I  have  the  honor  to  welcome  your  arrival  in  our  vil- 
lage. You  will  find  here,  I  do  assure  you,  those  who  are  ca- 
pable of  appreciating  all  that  is  estimable  in  the  private  citi- 
zen, and  distinguished  and  noble  in  public  character. 

The  part,  Sir,  you  have  acted  in  the  service  of  our  common 
country,  and  your  devotion  to  the  fortunes  of  one  who,  while 
living,  awoke  in  our  bosoms  the  liveliest  emotions  of  grati- 
tude and  admiration,  have  already  made  your  name  and  char- 
acter familiar  to  most  of  our  citizens. 

In  entering  upon  the  administration  of  your  government 
you  will,  at  once,  find  yourself  surrounded  by  a  population 
industrious,  enterprising,  intelligent,  and  patriotic.  Men  who 
have  brought  with  them,  into  this  "  hmd  of  promise,"  those 
habits,  views,  and  traits  of  character  which  not  only  adorn 
private  life,  but  exalt  the  tone  of  ])ublic  sentiment.  In  the 
discharge  of  your  responsible  duties,  and  in  ])romoting  the  in- 
terest and  hap])iness  ot*  this  new  and  nourishing  territory,  the 
^viBdom  of  your  measures  will  be  understood,  and  the  purity 
and  disinterestedness  of  your  motives  appreciated. 
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Sir,  the  character  of  the  most  distiiigoishcd  man  in  life  is 
never  beyond  the  changes  and  reverses  of  human  affairs;  nor 
can  the  impress  of  fame  and  immortality  be  fairl}-  given  to  it 
until  the  object  of  public  regard  and  admiration  has  ceased  to 
live,  "  both  to  nature  and  to  glory." 

I  will  not  invade  the  sanctity  of  private  affection,  nor  inter- 
rupt the  melancholy  yet  pleasing  associations  of  long  tried 
and  intimate  personal  friendship,  now  buried  in  ^' cold  mar- 
ble;" but  there  are  ofhces  of  afi^ectionate  consolation  which 
alleviate  the  griefs  we  would  assuage. 

All  of  Harrison  that  inspired  our  confidence  and  warmed 
our  hearts  with  love  and  admiration  still  exists.  AVe  fondly 
cherish  his  memory,  and  embalm  his  many  virtues.  His  race 
is  run  ;  his  sun  is  set  in  unclouded  glory;  and  his  reputation 
for  integrity,  wisdom,  and  patriotism  is  now  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  liazard  or  cavil.  He  died  as  he  always  lived, — 
enthroned  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

So  rare  an  occurrence  of  patriotic  devotion,  through  a  long 
life,  is  seldom  or  never  to  be  met  with,  and  will  be  looked 
upon  by  the  future  biographer  and  historian  rather  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  creative  fancy  of  genius,  than  as  the  record  of 
splendid  acliieveinent. 

Potentates  and  governors,  as  well  as  individuals,  should  be 
admonished  by  the  desolation  of  time  of  the  importance  of 
doing  justice  and  loving  mercy;  of  cultivating  that  humble 
and  graceful  spirit  of  mind  that  assimilates  our  characters  to 
the  standard  of  eternal  truth.  Then,,  all  that  is  noble  in,  hu- 
man action  will  partake  of  that  high  and  sublime  nature  which 
distinguishes  the  Supreme  Being  for  all  that  is  truly  great, 
wise,  and  good. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  detain  you  no  longer.  Again,  I  repeat,  you 
are  welcome  to  our    cabins  "  and  our  hearts. 
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BY  ^VILLIAM  L.  TOOLE. 


(Concluded  from  page  209.) 

In  my  two  former  articles  relating  to  the  earlj  settlement 
or  occupation  of  onr  county,  briefness  was  adopted,  and  tire- 
some repetition  avoided  ;  the  same  course  will  be  followed  in 
this,  ray  third  and  last  article  thereon. 

Louisa  county,  like  its  adjoining  counties,  had  for  its  earlj^ 
settlers  a  people  patriotic  and  spirited,  as  was  fully  shown  at 
the  time  of  our  border  war ;  for,  althougli  then  but  few  in 
numbers,  they  eagerly  and  freely  attended  to  the  call  to  repel 
the  invaders.  Public  meetings  w^ere  held,  an  exchange  of 
opinion  given,  addresses  made,  and  resolves  made  to  be  united 
and  stand  ready  for  a  move  against  the  intruders  from  Mis- 
souri. 

This  display  of  patriotism  and  determinedness  was  not  con- 
fined alone  to  the  males  of  eighteen  years  and  upwards,  but 
the  wives  and  daughters  were  fully  as  zealous,  encouraging 
the  immediate  move  against  the  invaders.  Exemplary  of  it, 
I  will  refer  to  one  instance:  Mr.  Eastwood,  one  of  our  earlier 
justices  of  the  peace,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  who  also 
•kept  a  tavern,  was  made  quite  noted  through  these  public  po- 
sitions of  justice  of  the  peace,  blacksmith,  and  tavern-keeper, 
and  as  a  consequence,  his  cabins  were  places  of  public  resort, 
and  places  of  public  meetings.  His  wife  possessed  equal  zeal 
and  patriotism,  and  was  quite  a  favorite  of  the  people,  on  ac- 
count of  her  hospitality  and  kindness.  She  took  quite  an  in. 
terest  in  these  public  meetings,  and  on  one  occasion,  assisted 
by  a  few  of  her  female  friends,  prepared  n  free  dinner  for  all 
assembled,  and  enough  for  all.  The  diniuT  was  made  noted 
tlirough  the  huge  (Johnny  or  join*ney)  cake  she  prepared  for 
the  occasion;  it  was  fourteen  foot  long,  and  about  one  foi-t 
wide,  baked  on  a  board  before  a  lire  lixed  along  a  large  log^ 
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and,  perhaps,  the  largest  cake  ever  made  in  Iowa.  The  nov- 
elty of  the  cake,  the  patriotic  speeches,  and  the  fife  and  drum 
imparting  life,  and  all  striving  to  make  the  occasion  interest- 
ing, livel}'  and  humorous,  none  enjoying  the  joyousness  more 
than  the  popular  favorite,  Mrs.  Eastwood. 

These  assemblages  and  public  meetings  would  be  composed 
of  citizens,  immigrants  from  several  different  states,  possessing, 
all  the  good  qualities  requisite  to  make  patriotic,  spirited,  and 
useful  citizens,  probabl}^  greatly  superior  to  those  left  behind 
them,  for,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  only  those  of  health,  strength, 
and  vigor,  honorable,  patriotic,  and  trustw^orthy,  and  ca])able 
of  successfully  organizing  politically,  and  for  self-protection, 
who  do  emigrate  westwardly,  and  not  the  feeble,  the  imbecile, 
the  drones,  and  fossils ;  for  those  have  not  the  will,  the  cour- 
age, strength  of  intellect,  or  perseverance  sufficient  to  move 
them  from  the  firesides  of  their  fathers  ;  and  if  they  did  emi- 
grate, would  not  aid  much  in  subduing  the  wilderness,  or  in 
converting  the  wild,  unoccupied  prairie  into  fruitful  fields ; 
nor  would  they  add  much  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  battle- 
fields. 

And  the  first  immigrants  into  Louisa  county,  like  in  the  ad- 
joining counties,  showed  evidence  of  soon  taking  proper  steps 
for  organizing  for  self -protection,  and  politically.  A  reference 
to  their  articles  of  union  has  been  made  heretofore,  but  I  may 
be  excused  for  introducing  here  one  or  two,  to  show  their 
soundness  and  suitableness,  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  in 
our  county,  July  4:th,  1836  :  — 

"  Whekeas,  It  has  been  the  setthjd  policy  of  tlie  United 
States  to  extend  its  territory  by  extiiiguishment  of  Indian 
titles  by  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  to  encourage  settlement 
thereon  ])y  granting  pre-emption  therefor ;  and  to  prevent 
the  confusion  that  might  be  produced  in  selecting  locations 
or  claims,  we  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt  certain  rules  and 
regulations  for  that  purpose ;  thereby,  preserving  unity  and 
peace  amoiig  ourselves,  and  good  order  in  society,  until  Uncle 
Sam  extends  his  ann  of  protection  over  us,  and  gives  us  his 
laws  for  our  guidance, — 
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"TT^^  resolve,  Tluit  all  persons  of  tliis  district  QS[o.  1),  male 
and  female,  over  eighteen  years  old,  shall  be  protected  in 
claims  on  public  lands,  each  one  to  the  amount  of  one  half- 
section,  b}^  adopting  proper  boundaries  to  the  same." 

Another  article  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  As  it  is  the  custom  of  the  government  to  have  the  public 
lands  surveyed  and  brought  into  market  at  public  sale,  we, 
to  prevent  confusion,  and  to  protect  ourselves  against  oppos- 
ing bidders  at  the  public  land  sale,  do  mutually  pledge  our- 
selves to  settle  and  adjust  by  ourselves  all  difficulties  that  may 
exist  in  connection  with  our  claim-lines  ;  or  by  a  committee 
of  three  persons,  one  to  be  chosen  by  each  party,  and  those 
to  choose  the  third  ;  the  three  shall  hear  all  the  evidence  in 
the  case  (without  oaths),  and  decide  thereon,  which  decision 
shall  be  final  and  binding,  and  that  we  will  unitedly  support 
it." 

Another,  as  follows :  — 

"  That  all  the  claims  shall  be  numbered  and  registered,  and 
bid  off  at  the  public  sales  by  a  bidder  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  bind  ourselves  to  protect  said  bidder  on  said 
day  of  sale,  while  bidding  for  us  for  our  registered  claims,  and 
in  a  body,  united  with  claimants  of  other  districts  and  coun- 
ties, prevent  any  opposing  bidding." 

And,  as  said  in  other  numbers  of  the  Annals,  the  people 
thus  safely  organized,  and  having  all  matters  connected  there- 
with properly  arranged,  attended  the  land  sales  in  a  body, 
feeling  entirely  certain  of  securing  their  homes.  These  facts 
strengthening  tlie  assertion  that  the  early  settlers  of  Louisa 
county  were  capable  of  enacting  good  governing  laws  for 
their  protection,  and  willing  to  be  governed  by  all  ju'opcr  and 
wholesome  laws. 

Those  same  new  settlers  of  our  county,  after  getting  through 
with  the  business  of  securing  their  homes,  together  with  citi- 
zens of  other  counties,  began  to  turn  their  attention  to  public 
and  governmental  matters,  petitioning  Congress  for  a  sejia- 
rate  territorial  government  from  Wisconsin,  ifec,  Szc.  AihI, 
as  said  before,  as  our  county  history  closely  connects  itself 
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with  the  early  history  of  Iowa,  I  may,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
petuating the  history  of  county  and  state,  be  excused  for 
herein  giving  ihc  j^roceedings  of  the  convention  held  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  Congress  to  grant  us  a  separate  territorial 
government,  pre-emption  law,  &c.  Said  convention  met  in 
Burlington  in  November,  1837;  viz:  — 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  C.  S.  Jacobs,  of 
Des  Moines  county  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Warren,  of  Du- 
buque county.  Ml".  Jacobs  was  made  chairman  ^ro  ^^m.  of  the 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russel,  of  Dubuque,  J.  W.  Parker,  of 
Dnbuque  county,  was  elected  secretary  ^9/^(9  ieni. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Muscatine  county,  the  counties 
were  called  over  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  delegates  from 
each  one,  and  the  following  gentlemen  presented  their  creden. 
tials  and  took  their  seats  in  the  convention  ;  viz:  — 

From  county  of  Diibuque. —  P.  II.  Engle,  J.  T.  Fales,  G. 
W.  Harris,  W.  A.  Warren,  W.  B.  Watts,  A.  F.  Kussel,  W. 
H.  Patton,  J.  W.  Parker,  J.  D.  Bell,  and  J.  F.  Eose. 

From  Des  Moines  county. —  David  Eorer,  Kobert  Ealston, 
and  C.  S. 'Jacobs. 

From  Yan  Bureii  comity. —  Y.  Caldwell,  J.  G.  Kenner,  and 
James  Hall. 

-  From  Henry  county. —  W.  H.  Wallace,  J.  D.  Payne,  and 
J.  L.  Myers. 

From  Muscatine  county. —  J.  E.  Struther,  M.  Couch,  E. 
Eeynolds,  S.  C.  ILi stings,  S.  Jenner,  A.  Smith,  E.  K.  Fay. 

From  Louisa  county. —  J.  M.  Clark,  Wm.  L.  Toole,  and 
J.  Einearson. 

From  Lee  county, —  Henry  Eno,  John  Claypool,  and  Haw- 
kins Taylor. 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  organization. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Jacnlis  was  elected  president,  JNfcssrs.  Clark  and 
Wallace,  vice  presidents,  and  Parker  and  Stnithers  secretaries. 

The  fjovernor  and  members  of  lej'ishiture  were  invited  to 
Beats. 
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A  committee  of  seven, —  viz:  Messrs.  Eno,  Claypool,  Ken- 
ner,  Ralston,  Davis,  Watts,  and  Toole, —  -were  appointed  to 
draft  a  memorial  to  Coni;-.ress,  on  the  subject  of  the  attempt 
making  by  the  state  of  Missouri  to  encroach  upon  our  south- 
ern boundary,  and  ask  its  interposition  therein. 

A  committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  Engle,  Payne,  Struthers, 
Patton,  and  Smith,  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to 
Congress  in  relation  to  separate  organization  of  a  territorial 
government  for  Iowa. 

Also,  one  composed  of  Messrs.  Harris,  Caldwell,  Fales, 
Hastings,  Parker,  Taylor,  and  Rose,  to  prepare  a  memorial 
to  Congress  in  relation  to  pre-emption. 

Said  committees  reported  their  memorials,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  convention  then,  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  its 
sentiments  relative  to  the  efforts  of  Missouri  to  encroach  upon 
cur  territory, — 

Resolved^  That  it  fully  approved  that  part  of  the  message 
of  Governor  Dodge,  relating  to  our  southern  boundary,  as 
communicated  to  the  legislative  assembly  at  their  session, 
and  with  him, -believe  that  Missouri  has  made  encroachments 
upon  our  territorial  rights,  in  endeavoring  to  extend  its 
"boundary  north. 

The  convention  then  voted  its  thanks  to  Governor  Dodge, 
and  to  our  delegate  in  Congress,  Geo.  W.  Jones.  And  then, 
after  the  usual  complimentary  thanks  to  president  and  officers 
of  the  convention,  requests  that  its  proceedings  be  printed  in- 
all  the  newspapers  of  the  territory,  and  requesting  our  dele- 
gate to  present  its  proceedings  to  Congress.  And  after  a 
short  address  of  its  president,  the  convention  adjourned. 

The  three  memorials  adopted  at  this  convention  were  well 
received  by  Congress,  and  acts  passed  conforming  thereto, 
and  its  interposition  secured  in  regard  to  the  border  was  re- 
ferred to  a  settlement  thereof  made  entirely  satisfactory  to 
Iowa.  The  timely  memorial  on  this  subject,  no  doubt,  had 
its  influence  on  Cyongress,  and  was  the  means  of  })roventing 
bloodshed. 
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Louisa  county,  like  its  adjoining  counties,  has  been  agitated 
from  center  to  circumference,  and  from  outline  to  outline,  on 
the  railroad  bond  question,  the  citizens  more  or  less  interested, 
because  it  reaches  their  pockets,  and  all  opposed  to  paying 
taxes,  to  meet  the  interest  or  liquidate  the  bonds.  Not  in  de- 
fense of,  or  to  excuse  the  (then)  majority,  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  project  for  which  said  bonds  v/ere  issued,  but  as  it  Is  a 
subject  now  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  the  county, 
and  one  that  has  agitated  the  county  more  than  any  other, 
either  local  or  political,  it  will  not  be  inappropriate  herewith 
to  include  it  in  its  history,  and  give  a  brief  statement  of  the  ori- 
gin, progress,  and  final  failure  of  the  railroad  in  the  county,  the 
prime  cause  of  issuing  said  bonds. 

In  1851,  several  noted  railroad  presidents  and  engineers, 
members  of  Congress,  editors,  and  distinguished  business 
men  of  the  states  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  In- 
diana, among  whom  were  General  Schenck,  General  Wilson, 
Judge  Humphrey,  Mr.  Pennington,  Mr.  Day,  Mr.  Bayless, 
and  others  equally  distinguished,  began  a  correspondence, 
urging  tlie  move  for  an  organization  to  make  an  air-line  rail- 
road from  some  central,  suitable  point  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
Fort  AYayne,  Indiana.  Williamsport,  in  Lycoming  county, 
Pa.,  was  suggested  as  the  beginning  point,  and  where  connec- 
tions could  be  had  with  railroads  running  to  ISTew  York  and 
Philadelphia,  thence  via  Franklin,  Medina,  and  Tiffin,  to  Fort 
"Wayne,  Indiana.  Meetings  were  held  along  the  line  in  1852, 
addressed  by  those  men.  Newspapers  advocated  the  move, 
and  finally,  companies  were  formed  to  forward  the  work. 
That  done,  then  those  influential  men  and  railroad  com]\anies, 
in  1853,  began  to  agitate  the  move  of  the  air-line  railroad  west- 
wardly,  soon  securing  an  interest  therein  through  Illinois  via 
Lacon  to  New  Boston.  That  done,  they  then  extended  their 
efibrts  into  Iowa,  soon  securing  the  interest  and  inliuence  of 
Gen.  Curtis,  who,  with  those  first  approached  on  the  sjibject, 
honestly  believed  that  the  extension  of  said  railroad  through 
Louisa  county,  then  west  to  the  Missouri  river,  at  a  point  op- 
posite the  initial  point  of  tlie  Pacilic  road,  wouhl  be  (he  begin- 
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ning  of  a  new  era  of  prosperity  in  Louisa  county  ;  and  a  com- 
pany was  organized  to  forward  the  great  work  conjointly  with 
'  the  other  companies  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. And  at  a  meeting  in  Fort  T7ayne,  in  1854:,  these  com- 
panies all  became  consolidated,  under  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can Central  Railroad  Company,  and  elected  General  Schenck 
president  thereof,  and  Pennington,  Plumer,  Bayless,  Day, 
Perry,  "Wilson,  and  General  Curtis  vice  presidents,  who  pub- 
lished able  addresses,  strongly  urging  the  early  completion  of 
the  American  Central,  as  proposed,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Missouri,  exhibiting  its  great  national  importance,  its  vitality, 
to  the  interests  of  commerce  and  civilization,  to  the  spread  of 
intelligence  and  liberal  principles,  &c.,  and  that  every  heart  be 
warmed  with  the  greatness  of  the  enterprise, —  an  enterprise 
that  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore  would  vie  with 
each  other  in  eagerness  to  form  a  connection  therewith  ;  a 
great  road,  national  in  importance  and  usefulness ;  and  that 
the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  agriculturalist,  and  commer- 
cial men  should  favor  the  construction  of  the  American  Cen- 
tral, a  combination  of  railroads  unrivalled  au  to  distance, 
grades,  curves,  location,  and  connection  with  sea-board,  and 
that  could  be  constructed  as  cheaply  as  any  other  railroad  in 
contemplation,  &c.,  &c.,  and  for  the  completion  of  which  the 
strength,  energy,  and  aid  of  the  whole  people  along  its  line 
could  not  be  better  applied. 

With  these  representations  and  influences,  and  the  import- 
ant fact  that  the  work  of  construction  was  progressing  all 
along  the  line  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  an  early  completion 
expected  without  a  doubt.  I  say,  how  could  that  majority  in 
Louisa  county,  who  favored  a  connection  with  this  important 
line  of  railroads,  and  urged  a  beginning  of  work  thereon,  with 
county  aid,  be  blamed  ?  Nor  was  it,  until  the  Crimean  AYar  of 
185i  to  1856  interfered  with  negotiations  for  sale  of  bonds, 
checking  its  progress,  and  iinally  producing  an  entire  cessa- 
Bation  of  the  work  thereon. 

Those  same  friends  of  the  Central  in  Iowa  did,  however, 
make  an  elibrt  to  revive  it  a  tow  years  tigo,  but  were  again  in- 
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terriipted  by  the  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria  interfering 
witli  negotiations  for  sale  of  bonds,  that  was  in  each  case  re- 
duced to  a  certainty.  And,  notwithstanding  these  two  disap- 
pointments, its  completion  through  Iowa  was  still  resolved 
upon,  and  a  third  move  for  that  purpose  began  this  year,  and 
its  bonds  about  to  be  introduced  into  the  market,  when  here 
comes  the  war  between  France  and  Prussia,  interfering  with 
all  plans  and  arrangements  for  funds.  For,  in  this,  as  in  other 
similar  enterprises,  it  depended  upon  foreign  aid  for  progress 
and  completion. 

Although  not  as  at  first  designed, —  under  one  organization, 
—  the  air-line  American  Central  Pailroad  will,  no  doubt,  be 
completed  by  continued  connections  of  railroads, —  already  so 
to  Fort  Wayne, —  and  from  Galva  to  Mississippi  river,  and 
organizations  for  its  completion  through  Indiana.  The  next 
move  in  Iowa  on  it  vviW  be  from  Toolsburg  to  Wapello. 

This  history  of  the  American  Central  railway  should  satisfy 
the  now  majority  against,  that  the  majority  that  was  for  it 
aimed  at  benefiting  our  whole  county,  and  all  of  this  tier  of 
counties  to  the  Missouri  river. 

To  show  that  the  first  movers  of  the  Central  were  also 
among  the  first  movers  of  Pacific  road,  we  may  be  excused 
for  adding,  in  county  history,  that  the  friends  of  the  Air-line 
Central,  at  one  of  their  meetings  in  Lacon,  111.,  in  1853,  called 
the  citizens  together,  to  make  known  their  views  relative  to 
the  Pacific  railroad.  Mr.  Bayless,  of  Indiana,  was  chosen 
president  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Barnett,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr. 
Buckingham,  of  Ohio,  vice  presidents,  and  Thomas  Tiger,  of 
Indiana,  and  Wm.  L.  Toole,  of  Iowa,  secretaries.  The  presi- 
dent announced  to  the  meeting  that  its  ol)ject  was  to  ])romote 
and  advance  the  great  enterprise  of  constructing  the  Pacific 
railroad,  and  to  encourage  immediate  action  on  the  subject. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  wishes  of  the  meeting,  which,  by  their  chairman,  re 
ported:  first, —  that  a  railroad  across  the  central  \y.\vt  of  the 
United  States,  connecting  the  two  great  oceans,  would  be 
traversed  by  the  whole  world,  and  be  a  great  national  band 
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to  unite  our  own  states,  and  to  extend  our  commerce.  Sec- 
ondly,—  tliat  a  series  of  public  meetings  bo  immediately 
called,  to  recommend  the  peculiar  advantages  of  the  Platte 
Yalley  route,  and  urging  Congress  to  appropriate  money  and 
means  for  its  early  commencement  and  completion.  And 
that  all  proceedings  of  public  meetings  be  sent  to  members  of 
Congress,  with  the-  request  that  they  present  the  same,  and 
give  all  proper  attention  thereto.  Then,  Mr.  Buckingham,  of 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  Fleming,. of  Indiana,  ably  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. And  General  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  also  addressed  the  meet- 
ing at  much  length,  advocating  the  Platte  Valley  route,  as 
central  and  national,  and  of  easy  adaptation  to  a  rapid  and 
permanent  construction  of  the  road.  The  address  was,  alto- 
gether, a  masterl}'  effort,  combining  important  information, 
sound  logic,  and  patriotic  sentiment.  Some  other  important 
matters  connected  therewith  were  also  attended  to. 

This,  as  well  as  the  two  former  articles  relative  to  early 
history  of  Louisa  county,  without  any  assistance  or  sugges- 
tions, has  been  made  from  my  own  knowledge  of  occurrences 
and  events  relative  thereto.  But  in  case  other  persons  may 
know  of  any  matter  connected  with  its  early  history  that 
should  be  included,  by  reporting  it,  such  matter  can  be  in- 
cluded in  article  number  four ;  but  if  none  is  reported,  this  is 
the  end. 


HARVEY  HATTON'S  SERMON. 


Prom  tlie  Hnpublisked  History  of  Cedar  County. 


BY  AVILLIAM  H.  TUTIIILL,  TIl'TON,  IOWA. 


As  distinguished  from  the  stated  ministry  of  the  orthodox 
churches  in  "Old  Cedar,"  some  singular  specimens  of  illiter- 
ate preachers  have  from  time  to  tinie  appeared,  and  after  a 
45 
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brief  sojourn,  passed  away,  but  their  crude  and  often  absurd 
views,  liad  tliev  been  written  out  in  tlieir  own  peculiar 
pliraseology,  would,  beyond  a  doubt,  arause  if  not  instruct 
the  readcj-. 

One  of  them,  known  as  Bro.  Ilinckle,  remained  long 
enough  to  organize  a  church  in  the  southern  part,  of  the 
county,  giving  it  the -extraordinary  appellation  of  "The 
Bride,  the  Lamb's  Wife ;  "and  although  strongly  suspected 
of  being  a  renegade  Mormon,  succeeded  in  getting  a  small 
number  of  converts,  among  them  a  well-known  resident  of 
the  county  named  Harvey  Ilatton. 

Now,  as  Harvey  was  generally  considered  an  idle,  whis- 
key-drinking, Ishmaelitish  personage,  abounding  in  low  cun- 
ning, whose  character  for  honesty  and  probity  stood  somewdiat 
low  in  the  community,  his  sudden  conversion  could  hardly 
be  accounted  for,  unless  the  theory  of  John  Finch  was  ac- 
cej)ted,  tliat  as  Harvey  was  bound  over  to  court  for  assaulting 
and  violently  beating  an  officer  who  had  attempted  to  arrest 
him,  that  fact  might  account  for  the  ir.ilk  in  the  cocoa-nut. 

B.e  that  as  it  niay,  court  term  came  on,  and  the  grand  jury 
was  regularly  impanneiled ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
day,  and  before  they  had  fairly  entered  upon  the  dischai'ge 
of  "'their  official  duties,  Harvey  was  announced  to  j9rtrt(?/<  to 
the  people  of  Tipton.  A  sermon  from  Harvey  Hatton 
brought,  of  course,  a  crowded  assemblage,  in  which  ajipearcd 
a  goodly  representation  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  court. 
Promptly  at  the  appointed  hour,  Harvey  made  his  debut,  and 
after  a  preliminrcry  prayei",  characterised  by  exuberant  fer- 
vency (reading  a  portion  of  scripture  being  omitted,  for 
obvious  reasons),  gave  as  his  text  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul, 
somewhat  shrewdly  Intimating  that  it  was  the  tyjie  and  fore- 
runner of  his  own. 

Of  all  the  sermons  in  this  sermonising  land,  thi.s  one  of 
Harvey  Hatton's  may  well  be  con^idei-ed  as  iruly  original. 
Ho  was  exceedingly  lluviit  iind  energetic,  anti  his  7/oi'S/\r 
language,  coupled  with  his  ludicrous  niisquoial ions  fi-om  the 
sacred  volume,  were  I'uHy  appreciated  by  his  attenlive  hear- 
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ers.  One  of  his  unique  renderings  will  long  be  remembered  : 
Paul !  Paul !  it  is  Lard  for  you  to  kick  agin  natur." 
This  queer  discourse  produced  an  effect.  Tlie  grand  jury, 
sapient  in  their  wisdom,  concluded  that  it  would  be  liigldy 
improper  to  indict  a  ])reachor  who  held  forth  with  so  much 
unction,  and  thus  Harvey  escaped  scathless  from  tlie  clutches 
of  the  law;  bnt,  sad  to  relate,  owing,  probably,  to  liis  'naiin\ 
from  that  time  onward  all  liis  religious  manifestations,  by  a 
curious  coincidence,  had  entirely  evaporated. 


BEOOLLEOTIOl^S  OP  THE  EAELY  SETTLEMIlUT  OP 
NOKTn¥ESTESlT  IOWA. 


(Continued  from  page  2!S2.) 

The  remaining  three  captives  were  forced  to  continue, 
their  weary  and  torturing  journey  across  the  dreary,  snow- 
clad  plains,  which  lay  stretched  out  far  beyond  them,  the 
sight  of  which,  with  the  wailing  of  the  chilling  winds  that 
came  rushing  over  the  hills,  and  sweeping  the  valleys,  and 
moaning  amid  the  lealless  tree-tops  around  their  cam])-fires, 
as  if  to  mock  their  suffering,  and  cause  a  dcc])er  ])all  of 
gloom  to  encircle  their  grief-stricken  hearts,  sliut  out  every 
ray  of  hope  for  escape.  The  heart  bleeds  and  sicke]is,  and 
frail  humanity  shudders,  when  we  survey  the  suffering  con- 
dition of  these  poor  capli\'es  out  on  these  Ixumdhv^s  prairies, 
amid  snow,  and  biting  frost,  and  chilling  winds.  Tlidse  who 
have  ti'a\'ci*scd  the  piairic  s  ofllie  uorll)-wc\<[  in  the  inclement 
weather  that  is  common  in  ihat  region  in  the  rongli  month 
of  J\rarch,  c;in  Ibrm  a  J'ainl  c^'iiccjil i»'n  of  iho  suliV-i-ings  of 
these  pO(U'  wonuiu,  who  wiM-e,  in  a  measui'e,  dcprixcdi  of  a 
sulliciency  of  clollilng  and  hoallliy  I'ood  ;  bul  "llo  llir.:  loui- 
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all  murdered,  bnt  who  had  been  apprised,  through  the  mail, 
of  their  rescue.  Mrs.  Allen  stated,  that  during  her  captivity 
she  belonged  to  or  was  kept  in  charge  by  White  Cloud,  a 
chief.  One  day  a  warrior  came  to  White  Cloud's  Uepe^  and 
related  to  the  cliief,  in  her  presence,  that  during,  or  about 
the  time  of,  the  massacre  referred  to,  he  went  into  a  white 
man's  house,  wliere  he  found  no  one  at  home  except  squaw 
and  pappoose,  as  he  said.  The  woman  was  engaged  in  bak- 
ing bread,  and  had  her  stove  oven  hot  for  that  purpose.  As 
she  stooped  down  to  place  the  bread  in  the  hot  oven,  he 
struck  her  a  blow  upon  her  head,  with  his  tomahawk,  killing 
her  instantl}^  He  then  took  her  little  infant,  that  lay  in  the 
cradle,  and  placed  it  in  the  hot  oven,  where  its  mother  had 
tried  to  put  her  bread.  The  cries  and  shrieks  of  tlie  poor 
babe  were  heart-rending.  When  he  took  it  out  and  beat  its 
brains  out  upon  the  hot  stove,  said  the  savage,  "  its  brains 
fried  on  the  stove."  White  Cloud  remarked:  "I  wish  I 
had  been  there  to  have  laughed  at  it."  They  both  laughed 
heartily  over  the  recital  of  this  and  similar  brutalities  men- 
tioned by  them. 

Many  bitter  days  of  suffering,  mental  and  physical,  to  the 
captives,  rolled  sluggishly  by,  and  nature  unrolled  her  green 
robes  over  the  vast  prairies ;  beautiful  llowers  shot  forth,  as  if 
to  adorn,  beautify,  and  perfume  nature's  verdant  robes;  the 
trees  put  forth  their  quivering  leaves,  and  the  sweet  songsters 
flitted  among  their  boughs,  warbling  their  sweetest  strains  of 
praise  to  their  Maker.  Nature,  thus  arrayed  in  all  her 
beauty  and  glory,  had  no  charms,  or  could  create  no  emotions 
of  pleasure  in  these  poor  unfortunates,  whose  minds  were 
now  bordering  upon  a  state  of  insanity.  All  around  tliem 
looked  sad  and  dreary.  The  dark  clouds  of  despondency 
had  drank  up  their  tears,  and  were  settling  around  their 
crushed  hearts  and  reeling  brains:  reason  was  almost  de- 
throned, and  these  poor  captives  rendered  ])ltiful  wrecks  of 
humanity. 

Gov.  Samuel  AEcdarv,  of  ]\[innesota,  who>e  genero\i>  heart 
was  ever  0})en  to  suilcJ'ing  liunianity,  learning,  through  some 
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friendly  Indians,  the  probable  whereabouts  of  Ink-pa-do-tah'g 
band,  at  once  secured  the  services  of  some  of  Little  Crow's 
band  to  go  in  pursuit,  and,  if  possible,  rescue  the  priso  ners. 
The  governor  fitted  out  the  friendly  Indians  with  a  numbc  r 
of  j)onies  and  a  number  of  sacks  of  flour,  together  with  many 
trinkets  of  Indian  character,  that  they  might  barter  with  the 
captors  for  their  cap^tives.  These  friendly  Indians  set  out  on 
their  errand  of  mercy,  and  after  wandering  for  some  time 
through  northern  Dakota,  they  struck  their  trail  and  came 
upon  them,  but  too  late  to  rescue  one  of  the  captives.  Mrs . 
ISToblc,  who  had  become  very  despondent,  and  who  for  days 
had  yearned  for  death  to  release  her  from  her  condition,  had 
sometimes  aggravated  the  savages,  with  the  hope  that  they 
would  shoot  her.  The  day  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  friendly' 
band,  she  was  sitting  on  the  ground,  moaning  most  pitifully, 
when  an  Indian  who  stood  next  to  Mrs.  Marble  leveled  his 
gun  at  Mrs.  Noble  and  fired.  The  ball  crashed  through  her 
half-crazed  brain.  Her  troubles  and  sufferings  on  earth  were 
now  at  an  end,  and  her  spirit  winged  its  way  to  Him  who 
gave  it. 

Depression,  gloom,  and  sadness  now  fell  with  a  more 
crushing  weight  upon  the  hearts  of  the  two  remaining  cap- 
tives, who  were  expecting  at  any  moment  to  share  the  same 
fate.  Fortunately  for  them,  however,  the  friendly  Indians 
arrived  the  next  day,  and  after  some  considerable  parleying, 
they  succeeded  in  purchasing  the  prisoners,  giving  in  ex- 
change for  them  the  ])onies,  flour,  vfec.  brought  with  them. 
Imagine  the  joy,  if  you  c;in,  of  these  two  remaining  captives, 
when  they  were  informed  of  their  ransom  and  liberty,  and 
that  they  were  again  to  be  returned  to  homes  and  friends.  It 
was  with  some  difficulty  that  they  could  realize  the  fact. 

Their  benefactors  at  once  set  out  with  them  for  the  AVin- 
nebago  Mission,  in  south-west  IMinncsota,  where  they  arrived 
in  a  few  days,  and  were  very  kindly  received  by  the  Christian 
missionary  and  his  excellent  lady.  Here  they  remained  tor 
a  short  time  to  recruit  their  wearied  frnnies  and  broken 
spirits,  when  they  left  for  »St.  Paul;  but,  Ix-Iure  leaving,  tho 


H  I  .1 


1870.]       EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  NORTUWESTERN  IOWA.  359 


missionary's  lady  gave  each  of  them  a  ealico  dress  and  siin- 
bonnet,  whioli  they  ghadly  accepted,  and  for  wliich  they  left 
•in  exchange  tlicir  Indian  rig. 

On  their  arrival  in  St.  Paul,  the  most  heartfelt  sympatliy 
was  manifested  by  the  citizens.  Ilnndreds  crowded  the  hotel 
where  they  stopped,  to  olfei*  their  congratnlations  and  express 
their  sympathies.  Mrs.  Marble's  mind  was  in  such  a  delir- 
ious condition  that  she  felt  herself  incapable  of  receiving 
company,  and  went  to  her  room  and  closed  the  door  against 
all  visitors,  as  she  said  she  did  not  want  to  be  an  object  of 
curiosity  for  so  many  strangers,  not  one  of  whom  she  knew. 
After  a  few  hours  of  seclusion,  Wm.  Granger,  brother  of  the 
murdered  Granger  before  spoken  of,  who  then  resided  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  and  who  happened  in  St.  Paul  at  that  time 
on  business,  hearing  that  Mrs.  Marble  was  there,  called  at 
her  room  to  see  her.  She  refused  him  admission  until  he  in- 
formed her  who  he  was,  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
her  husband,  and  had  seen  her  at  Spirit  Lake,  when  she 
readily  adn:iitted  him. 

"My  joy,"  said  she,  "was  indescribable  to  meet  with  one 
person  whom  I  knew.  It  seemed  as  though  my  heart  would 
leap  out  at  my  mouth." 

Mr.  Granger  said  that  he  soon  discovered  her  mind  was 
much  out  of  balance,  and  that  she  looked  very  much  dejected 
and  broken  down.  He  asked  her  where  she  expected  to  go, 
&c.  She  replied,  that  she  did  not  know ;  that  she  was  home- 
less, and  knew  not  what  to  do.  He  told  her,  that  iC  she  v.'ould 
go  home  with  him,  his  house  should  be  a  home  for  her  while 
she  lived,  should  she  wish  to  remain  with  hiuL  Slie  accepted 
the  offer;  but  before  she  left,  which  was  some  tliree  or  four 
days,  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul  contributed  $1000  for  her  and 
§500  for  Miss  Gardner.  AYhen  the  money  was  placed  at  her 
disposal,  slie  said  she  did  not  know  what  disposition  to  make 
of  it,  when  a  banker  in  St.  I*aul  called  upon  her  and  kindly 
proifercd  to  [Aaca  it  in  his  bank,  subject  to  her  order  at  any 
time  that  she  might  sec^  lit  to  dvaw  on  him  foi*  thai  amount; 
which  she  did,  and  in  about  three  days  al'ter  she  had  made 
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tlie  deposit,  the  bank  failed,  and  she  lost  the  last  dollar  of  it. 
Such  was  the  indignation  of  tlie  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  thej  could  be  restrained  from  mobbing  the 
bank.    Grim  misfortune  still  follovved  on  her  track. 

Miss  Gardner  returned  to  her  people,  in  Iowa,  where,  in 
two  or  three  years  lalei',  she  married  and  moved  back  ,to 
Spirit  Lake,  where  now,  I  think,  she  resides. 

l\Irs.  Marble  accom])anied  Mr.  Granger  to  his  home  in 
Michigan,  where  she  was  treated  veiy  kindly.  Mrs.  Granger 
informed  me,  that  when  Mrs.  Marble  came  to  her  house,  her 
mind  was  very  much  impaired,  and,  at  times,  reason  appeared 
partially  dethroned,  and  she  became  very  troublesome,  and 
required  close  watching  for  fear  that  she  would  commit  self- 
destruction.  She  would  occasionally  take  the  rille  and  go  to 
the  woods  and  bring  down  a  squirrel  from  the  top  of  the 
tallest  tree.  She  was  well  skilled  in  the  use  of  firearms,  and 
was  an  excellent  shot. 

In  a  few  months  her  shattered  mind  began  to  improve; 
she  was  soon  herself  again.  It  was  quite  seldom  that  she 
could  be  induced  to  speak  of  her  captivity,  and  when  she  did, 
it  was  to  those 'of  her  intimate  friends  among  her  own  sex, 
never  conversing  with  a  gentleman  upon  the  subject.  After 
she  had  recuperated  in  mind  and  body,  she  went  on  a  visit 
to  her  parents,  in  Ohio.  After  remaining  a  few  weeks,  she 
returned  again  to  Mr.  Granger's  house,  which  she  now 
seemed  to  recognize  as  her  only  home. 

Granger  was  a  cunning  and  crafty  man,  and  by  no  means 
honest,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 

In  1S5S  or  1859,  he  removed  to  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  and 
took  a  claim  on  the  south  bank  of  West  Okoboji  Lake,  Airs. 
Marble  accompanying  the  family.  Settlers  were  now  pour- 
ing in  very  rapidly;  so  much  so,  that  no  danger  was  appre- 
hended from  the  savages.  Granger  sought  out  those  who 
had  lost  friends  and  property  in  the  nuissacre,  and  soon  suc- 
ceeded in  ingratiating  hinjself  in  tlieir  good  opinion,  and  then 
proffered  his  services  to  assist  them  in  i-eco\  ering  a  damage 
olf  of  the  Indians,  through  the  govenuneiit.    lie  succeeded 
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in  obtaining  powers  of  attorney  from  several  to  prosecute 
their  claims.  Among  the  claims  was  that  of  Mrs.  Marble, 
m  Iio  had  unlimited  conlidonce  in  G.  and  now  looked  upon 
liim  as  a  father.  Granger,  now  being  fully  prepared  to  col- 
lect his  claims,  set  out  for  "^Yashington,  where  he  arrived  in 
due  time  and  laid  his  claims  before  the  proper  authoriites, 
and  in  tlie  course  of  a  few  months  he  succeeded  in  collecting; 
the  most  of  them,  which- were  deducted  by  the  government 
out  of  the  annuities  of  the  Indians.  When  he  returned  to 
Spirit  Lake,  he  reported  the  want  of  evidence  in  some  cases, 
and  delays  on  tlie  part  of  the  government  in  others,  &c. 
.while  some  few  had  been  partially  paid.  In  a  few  months 
he  again  returned  to  Washington  to  further  prosecute  the 
collection  of  claims.  AVhen  he  returned,  he  reported  to  jVLrs. 
Marble  that  ]\Iarble  had  another  wife  living  in  Ohio,  vrhom 
lie  had  married  previous  to  marrying  her,  and  that  she  had 
applied  for  the  claini,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  it  out  of 
his  hands,  and  that  she  need  not  expect  to  realize  anything. 
In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  G.  he  made  the  same  statement 
to  me. 

This  was  a  crushing  weight  to  Mrs.  M.  Sad  misfortune 
still  seemed  to  follow  on  her  track,  and  plunge  its  bitter  shafts 
into  her  bleedinc:  heart.  She  could  not  for  a  moment  allow 
herself  to  think  that  he  whom  she  had  so  tenderly  loved,  and 
whose  death  she  yet  mourned,  could  have  thus  deceived  her 
nor  could  she  think  that  he  whose  roof  sheltered  her,  and 
whose  hospitality  she  so  long  had  shared,  could  o';  would  thus 
traduce  and  malign  the  character  of  her  deceased  husband, 
and  abuse  the  conlidence  that  she  had  placed  in  him.  She 
sorrowful]}'  pondered  these  things  in  her  grief-stricken  heart, 
and  gloomily  brooded  .over  them  for  months,  earnestly  and 
prayerfully  trusting  that  facts  might  yet  come  to  light  that 
would  vindicate  the  character  of  her  departed  husband. 

As  before  stated,  Granger  removed  to  Sioux  City,  and 
while  there  he  took  into  his  emj^loy  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Oklliam,  an  industrious  and  lionorable  man.  .Vl'lcr 
a  few  months'  acquaintance,  an  intimacy  s})rang  u)>  between 
46 
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Mr.  Oklhaul  and  Mrs.  Marble,  which  was  of  a  reciprocal 
character,  and  seemed  to  say  that  at  no  distant  day  the  twain 
should  be  made  one  llesh.  '  • 

Granger,  after  remaining  here  about  one  year,  removed  to 
Bonham,  in  Dakota  territor^^,  or  in  that  vicinity,  Mrs.  Marble 
and  Oldham  going  with  him.  Soon  after  his  removal,  Mr. 
Oldham  and  Mrs.  Marble  were  married.  Soon  after  their 
marriage,  Oldham  became  somewhat  suspicious  of  Granger's 
conduct  in  reference  to  the  collectio]i  of  his  wife's  cLaim; 
feeling  confident  that  there  was  "something  rotten  in  Den- 
mark." He  accordingly  wrote  to  the  department  at  Wash- 
ington, and  was  soon  informed  that  his  suspicions  were 
correctly  founded ;  that  §1500  had  been  allowed  her,  and 
that  some  months  previous  it  had  been  paid  over  to  Wm, 
Granger,  her  agent,  whose  receipt  they  held  for  the  same; 
and  that  as  for  another  Mrs.  Marble  applying  for  the  claim, 
it  was  utterly  false.  The  truth  was  now  brought  to  light, 
and  base  treachery  exposed.  Granger,  on  learning  that  his 
tracks  had  been  unearthed  and  his  villainy  exposed,  and 
fearing  he  would  in  all  probability  receive  the  severe  penalty 
of  the  law,  at  once  hastily  ari'anged  his  business  matters,  and 
gathering  up  his  effects,  decamped  with  his  family,  leaving 
the  territory  and  going  somewhere  east. 

These  facts  were  given  me  by  Mr.  Oldham  in  person.  In 
the  fall  of  ISGtJr  I  met  Mr.  Oldham  and  lady  in  Sioux  City, 
on  their  way  east  to  visit  some  of  their  friends,  and  thouglit 
that  in  all  probability  they  would  not  again  return  to  reside 
in  the  west. 

Such  is  a  brief  and  imperfect  history  of  the  checkered  life 
of  a  frontier  woman  who  drank  deeply  of  the  cup  of  misfor- 
tune and  atliiction.  But  this  is  only  one  instance  out  of  many 
that  occur  in  a  frontier  life.  Could  all  the  facts  in  i-elation 
to  the  many  cruelties  and  atrocities  committed  by  the  sav- 
ages on  our  frontier  settlers  be  sj^read  out  to  the  world,  they 
would  be  found  to  have  origimUxd  from  the  base  and  villain- 
ous conduct  of  white  men,  who  are  a  disgrace  to  their  race, 
and  worse  even  than  it  is  possible  lor  a  savage  to  be. 

(To  bo  coiitinuetl.) 
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•  BY  JOHN  DOE  J  M.  D.,  IOWA  CITY. 


I  thoiiglit  it  might  be  well  to  sketch  a  few  incidents  in  the 
early  history  of  Tama  connty. 

On  the  sonth  bank  of  the  Iowa  river,  near  the  western 
border  of  the  county,  where  bluff,  bottom,  river,  and  timber- 
land  all  blend  into  a  beautiful  landscape,  is  now  the  some- 
what dilapidated  village  of  Indiantown.  Here,  upon  the 
interval  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  was  a  settlement  or  col- 
ony of  Musquakas,  that  gave  name  to  this  settlement  of  the 
white  man.  These  Indians,  according  to  certain  treaty  stipu^ 
lations,  were  required  to  leave  for  the  more  distant  west,  and 
to  enforce  their  removal,  a  company  of  United  States  troops 
were  sent  out,  who,  on  arriving  at  the  place,  planted  their 
cannon  on  a  neighboring  bluff,  ready  to  enforce  their  order. 

Here  was  real  trouble  for  the  poor  Indians.  It  was  true, 
such  a  treaty  had  been  gotten  up,  somehow,  but  they  did  not 
consider  themselves  a  party  to  the  contract.  They  were  in- 
nocently there,  where  game  and  fish  were  plenty,  where 
springs  of  pure  water  flowed  from  the  sides  of  the  blufi^, 
where  the  tortuous  Iowa  ran  silently  by  their  cabins,  where 
a  broad  belt  of  timber  furnished  poles  and  bark  for  their 
wigwams,  and  fuel  for  their  fires,  and  where  were  a  healthful 
climate,  fertile  soil,  and  a  variegated  landscape  scarcely  surpass- 
ed in  the  west.  On  the  north  side  of  the  river  was  an  opening 
in  the  timber,  where  the  squaws  had  raised  several  acres  of 
excellent  corn,  which  was  now  in  the  milk,  ready  to  be  gath- 
ered and  dried  for  winter's  use.  It  was  sad  to  leave  all  these, 
but  a  power  greater  than  they  compelled  submission.  A  few 
white  men  settled  in  that  viciiiity  about  the  time  the  Indians 
left,  and  the  writer  has  heard  them  say,  that,  although  it  was 
for  their  interesi:  to  have  them  go,  yet  they  could  not  help 
pitying  them  as  tliey  went.    The  corn-jieKl  tliey  so  reluclanlly 
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left,  became  the  great  rendezvous  of  game  tlie  following  win- 
ter, and  it  was  tliere  the  settler  bagged  many  a  wild  turkey 
with  which  lie  supphed  Iiis  otherwise  scanty  table. 

In  September,  1855,  the  writer  first  visited  this  settlement. 
The  Indians  luxd  returned,  and  for  some  time  had  been  occu- 
pying their  old  camp-ground  on  the  banks  of  the  river;  while 
the  whites  had  commenced  their  town  at  the  foot  of  the  adja- 
cent bluffs.  Here  the  two  races  were  living  in  peace,  and 
wliile  the  white  man  seemed  to  be  a  protection  to  the  j\Ius- 
quaka  against  his  inveterate  enemy,  the  Sioux,  the  Indian 
aflbrded  some  A'ariety  to  the  incidents  in  the  life  of  the  few 
pioneers. 

Sometimes  the  Indians  would  be  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
supposed  approach  of  the  Sioux.  An  instance  of  this  kind 
occurred  in  the  fall  of  l  S5'i.  Hon.  P.  Helm,  the  hotel-keeper 
of  the  settlement,  was  awakened  in  the  small  hours  of  the 
night  by  his  old  friend  Pat-a-ka-too,  who  whispered  to  him 
that  the  Sioux  were  coming,  and  requested  him  to  explain 
matters  to  his  comrades,  so  that  they  need  not  be  alarmed 
should  they  hear  discharges  of  musketry ;  intending  by  this 
to  assure  the  whites  of  their  friendship,  and  tlie  danger 
threatened  both  parties  by  their  common  enemy.  In  his 
true  Indian  manner,  he  had  entered  the  house,  climbed  a 
ladder  to  the  chamber,  whose  floor  was  loose  boards,  and  de- 
livered his  message  without  awakening  any  one  but  ]\Ir. 
Helm,  though  many  travelers  were  lying  on  the  floor  pro- 
miscuously, as  was  usual  in  tlie  early  days  of  inniiigration. 
On  the  next  day,  a  few  whites  and  many  Indians,  all  mounted 
and  armed,  set  out  in  search  of  the  formidable  Sioux,  and 
after  scouring  the  pj-airie  for  some  thij'ty  miles  around,  and 
finding  no  foe,  they  returned  to  the  settlement,  led  by  the 
redoubtable  T.  i).  11.  Wilcoxen,  Esq.,  resolving  that  they 

would  have  peace."  From  that  time  forward,  so  far  as  I 
can  recollect,  peace  reigned  within  their  borders. 

In  those  days,  tlie  majority  of  tlie  Mus<piakas  living  on 
their  reservation  in  iCansa^,  i\'cei\(Ml  tlic  annuities  award^'d 
to  their  tribe  by  the  government,  while  tho.^e  living  in  Tanui 
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county  received  nothing,  but  in  tlieir  yearly  visits  to  and 
from  Kansas,  they  are  said  to  receive  many  valuable  presents 
from  their  Kansas  brethren. 

Though  the  Sioux  were  a  source  of  great  fear  to  them,  as 
previously  stated,  yet  they  really  did  not  disturb  their  colony, 
so  far  as  I  know ;  while  their  friends  the  Winnebagoes,  from 
the  north,  would  occasionally  visit  them,  express  much 
friendly  feeling,  and  then  steal  many  of  their  ponies  as 
they  left. 

About  the  year  .1859,  the  Indians  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  lying  on  the  Iowa  river,  about  five  miles  below  their 
old  ground.  To  this  place  they  removed,  built  their  village 
of  bark  cabins,  and  make  it,  to  this  day,  their  summer  resi- 
dence, while  the  winter  is  chiefly  spent  on  the  Cedar  river. 
They  have  recently  had  an  agent  appointed  by  government, 
which,  I  suppose,  entitles  them  to  annuities,  so  long  and  so 
much  needed.  They  are  fast  passing  away;  the  braves  that 
Black  Hawk  led  on  to  battle  have  disappeared,  and  the 
whole  tribe  will  soon  be  extinct.  Their  number  has  dimin- 
ished more  than  half  in  the  last  fifteen  years ;  and  I  am 
pleased  to  see  that  my  friend  J.  A.  Wetherby,  artist,  at  Iowa 
City,  has  commemorated  on  canvas,  Tama  (Taihoina),  Appa- 
noosa,  and  others.  But  of  all  their  braves,  Pat-a-ka-too  was 
the  most  to  be  admired  —  noble  in  action,  strong  in  his  influ- 
ence for  peace  and  temperance,  he  gained  friends  wherever 
he  was  known. 

Mr.  Wheaton  Chase, ''^  who  was  Black  Hawk's  interpreter 
when  he  went  to  Washington,  is  now  living  in  Tama  county, 
I  suppose,  and  is  better  informed  resj^ecting  the  history  of 
this  remnant  of  a  tribe  than  any  other  pers()n. 

I  will  finish  this  sketch  by  a  few  words  respecting  their 
manner  of  burying  tlie  dead.  Sometimes,  in  their  haste, 
they  would  hang  the  body  high  up  in  a  tree,  and  tliere  leave 
it  to  decay ;  but  generally  the}^  buried  them  with  some 
funereal  cei'emony.  The  writer  has  often  looked  from  his 
house,  situated  on  one  bluff,  to  an  Imlian  burying-ground  on 

*Since  uiitiiii^  tlio  al>ovi'  I  li;ivc  Icariiod  oftlm  dcalh  ot  Mr.  ('I)!ise. 


866 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[OCT055EK, 


another  bluff,  some  half  mile  distant,  to  see  the  Bqlla^YS  per- 
form their  rites  over  the  graves  of  their  friends,  at  their  an- 
nual visitations. 

After  fitting  up  the  graves  and  shaping  the  turf,  they  would 
place  some  little  memorial  on  the  mound,  and  then  sit  down 
with  their  heads  bowed,  like  the  captive  women  of  Judea, 
and  remain  in  this  position  for  an  hour  or  more. 

AVIiat  could  be  the  thoughts  of  such  a  rude  daughter  of  na- 
ture, as  she  sat  there  ?  She  could  see  that  the  last  resting 
place  of  her  deceased  friend  was  in  the  corner  of  a  white 
man's  plow-field ;  that  all  the  country  around  was  fast  filling 
up  with  strangers,  and  that  soon  there  would  be  no  place  left 
for  her  and  her  people  ;  and  then  her  thoughts  would  wander 
naturally  away  to  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  dimly-distant 
spirit  land,  and  as  she  recalled  the  memory  of  her  friends 
that  had  gone  before,  she  would  pray  that  she,  too,  might 
soon  be  there,  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and 
the  weary  are  at  rest. 


HISTORY  or  MAESHALL  OOUNTY. 


BY  NETTIE  SANEOKD,  MARSIIALLTOWN,  IOWA. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Prior  to  the  settlement  of  Marshall  county  by  the  whites, 
it  was  inhabited  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  remnants  of  power- 
ful nations  ])resided  over  by  the  far-famed  Black  Hawk. 
Their  descendants  are  still  living  a  nomadic  life,  roving  over 
Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas,  but  receiving  their  annuities 
from  the  government  upon  their  reservation  in  Tama,  county, 
near  the  western  boundary.  They  now  call  themselves  the 
Musquaquas. 
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In  the  winter  of  18-17-8,  a  body  of  Mormons,  in  their  fliglit 
from  Nauvoo  to  Salt  Lake,  camped  and  staj^ed  through  the 
winter  in  the  forest  noilli  of  the  ph\ce  where  MarshaUtown 
now  stands.  Bringing  but  a  small  portion  of  provisions  nec- 
essary^, famine  and  disease  attached  them,  and  many  })erished. 
So  straitened  were  they,  that  peeling  the  elm  trees  of  the 
bark,  they  found  a  substitute  for  bread.  In  the  spring  fol- 
lowing they  folded  their  tents,  placed  the  early  spring  violets 
upon  the  brown  sods  of  their  companions'  graves,  and  planted 
their  church  standards  beyond  the  Missouri.  A  few  strag- 
glers of  this  modern  crusade  built  calnns  near  Council  Bluffs, 
and  made  permanent  homes  afterwards. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  Marshall  county  was  Joseph 
Davison,  who  came  to  Le  Grand  township  in  1817,  but  soon 
after,  his  brother,  William  Davison,  came  and  built  a  cabin 
in  the  same  neighborhood. 

In  1818,  Joseph  Ferguson  and  Josiali  Cooper  made  a  set- 
tlement on  the  south  side  of  the  grove  between  Middle  and 
South  Timber  creeks,  in  Timber  Creek  township.  Alter  this, 
a  few  pioneers  came  into  the  neighborhood,  and  others  into 
Marietta,  Iowa,  and  Marshall  townships ;  so  that  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1819  the  county  was  organized  —  J.  M.  Ferguson  act- 
ing as  sheriff,  and  J.  llobbs  was  appointed  judge. 

In  July  of  1851,  the  first  court  was  held,  in  a  little  log 
shanty  near  the  edge  of  the  forest,  where  Col.  Shurtz  now 
lives,  north  of  Marshalltown.  The  grand  jury  met  in  the 
bushes  near  the  slough,  and  these  rejjresentatives  of  jii?>tice 
were  in  session  only  ten  minutes.  How  the  merry  squirrels 
and  gophers  must  have  laughed  in  tlieir  sleeves  at  the  solemn 
faces  of  the  jurors  who  had  "  nothing  to  do  "  ! 

This  (the  first  District  Court)  was  hehl  at  the  cabin  of  ^Iv. 
William  Ralls,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  ]\rarshall  township. 
Judge  Mclvay,  of  Dos  AFoines,  was  on  the  bcncli.  Several 
lawyers,  al'terwards  of  great  renown,  wei'e  there  interested  fur 
their  clients.  Lieut.  GJov.  Eastman,  in  tlu>se  days  called 
Uncle  Ihux'h,"  made  himself  (piite  i)opular  mow  ing  bay 
for  tlie  horses  belonging  to  this  august  body,  as  well  as  ex- 
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pounding*  law  and  equity  to  the  pioneei'S.  Seevers,  of  Oska- 
loosa,  ]au<xlied  at  him,  as  he  came  around  a  heavy  winrow 
witli  his  glittering  scythe.  "  Why,  Uncle  Enoch,"  said  he, 
"you  make  better  winrows  than  6])eeches."  Cassiday,  of 
Polk,  who  now  ranks  high  in  the  profession,  was  in  attend- 
ance;  also  a  young  greenhoi-n  by  the  nan:ie  of  Young. 

As  the  family  of  Mr.  Halls  lived  in  the  court  room,  comprisiirg 
dormitories,  kitchen,  and  dining  hall,  there  was  but  little  room 
for  forensic  display  or  ceremony.  M]*s.  Ralls  cooked  the  meals 
of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  by  a  chunk  fire,  out  of  doors, 
yet  the  smoke  interrupted  the  dignity  of  the  court  several 
times.  When  night  came  on,  attornej^s  Eastman  and  Seevers 
climbed  the  pole  ladder  of  the  little  cabin,  and  slept  in  the 
loft.  They  looked  rather  undignified  as  they  slowly  swung 
themselves  over  the  heads  of  the  family ;  and  as  Eastman 
went  he  looked  dmon  at  the  cradle,  rather  a  primitive 
one,  made  of  oak  splints.  "  Well !  well !"  said  he,  "  that 
looks  like  the  running  gear  of  a  bear's  nest." 

Zeno  Freeman  was  the  first  treasurer  of  Marshall  county; 
John  Amos,  Greenbury  Ralls,  William  Ballard,  county  com- 
missioners; and  Jacob  Ilauser,  clerk. 

At  this  term  of  court  there  were  only  two  cases  upon  the 
docket  —  one  by  change  of  venue  from  Ilardin  county,  and  a 
divorce  suit  between  Wm.  Davison  and  wife.  People  had 
domestic        then  as  now. 

Mrs.  Davison  remarked,  as  her  husband  rode  up  on  horse- 
back to  attend  court:  "  La!  Mrs.  Ralls,"  leaning  out  of  the 
window,  "old  Billy  thinks  he 's  goin'  to  git  a  divorce  eniiy- 
how.    See  !  how  straiirht  he  sets  up  1" 

The  town  site  of  Marietta  was  located  this  year  (1851),  and 
the  connnissioncrs  ap]>ointed  by  the  legislature,  passing  over 
some  eligible  situations,  but  finding  this  place  so  near  the 
geographical  center  of  the  county,  located  the  county  seat 
there.  The  town  was  surveyed  by  ]\[essrs.  IToltbs  and  Daw- 
son, and,  after  the  action  of  the  commissioners,  immigration 
gave  an  impetus  to  town  lots,  and  })rospe('ts  were  bright  Ibr  a 
young  city. 
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Mr.  Wm.  Dishon,  from  Oskaloosa,  brought  the  first  stock 
of  goods  to  the  county,  and  coninicnced  business  here.  He 
•was  also  tlie  firjt  postmaster.  ^lahlon  Collins  followed,  soon 
after,  with  a  lot  of  }ankee  notions;  then  a  merchant  by  the 
r.ame  of  Darlington,  also  had  a  little  store.  Quite  a  number 
of  Quakers  settled  about  Marietta,  giving  a  high  moral  tone 
to  the  community. 

Tliis  year  was  known  as  the  rainy  season.  Torrents 
rushed  down  where  rills  had  been,  carrying  off  bridges,  so  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  travel  in  any  direction. 


CHAPTEK  II. 

We  turn  a  leaf  backward  in  the  history,  and  learn  of  eye 
witnesses  of  what  is  called  the  Indian  war  of  1850. 

Through  the  month  of  May  there  had  been  some  little 
trouble  between  a  son  of  William  Davison  and  the  Musqua- 
quas.  IJeing  in  close  proximity  when  the  Indians  were  on 
their  reservation,  the  red  men  became  jealous  of  the  whites 
in  their  encroachments  upon  tiieir  hunting  grounds.  Saucy 
threats  were  of  an  every-day  occurrence.  The  Indians,  pass- 
ing one  day  Mr.  John  CampbelTs  claim,  killed  some  of  his 
Logs,  drove  off  a  few  head  of  stock,  and  pointed  their  guns 
at  him  in  a  wicked  style,  as  if  "  they  meant  business."  They 
had  war-dances,  were  armed  and  painted  for  light,  and  threat- 
ened death  to  some  of  the  settlers  every  day.  Davison 
burned  corn  belonging  to  the  Indians,  intending  to  exas- 
perate them,  and  have  "  a  little  brush,''  when  he  expected 
the  United  States  troops,  stationed  at  Fort  Dodge,  would 
drive  them  out  of  the  county.  Of  course,  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  Congress  settled  such  ditliculties,  and  not  sol- 
diers. But  the  commander  at  Fort  Dodge  sent  word  to  the 
Beared  settlei's,  that  they  must  protect  themselves  or  remove 
from  the  vicinity.  Giving  u\)  their  claims  and  summer  crops 
was  not  to  be  thought  ot*,  so  they  concluded  to  build  a  furt, 
47 
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or  stockade,  near  a  Mr.  Eobinson's,  now  called  Eurkc'b  Hill. 
It  was  begun  on  the  lltli  ol'  June,  and  occupied  as  soon  as  it 
was  finished,  and  may  be  remembered  in  the  military  annals 
of  Iowa  as  Fort  Ilobinson.  In  this,  twenty-four  families  took 
refuge,  leaving  their  little  cabins,  crops,  etc.  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  Musquaquas. 

The  stockade  was  ninety  feet  square,  built  of  puncheons, 
driven  like  posts  into  the  ground,  the  fort  walls  being  ten  feet 
high.  Away  from  the  forest,  the  only  chance  for  the  red  man 
was  to  scale  the  walls ;  but  in  that  case,  the  settlers  were  to 
be  ready,  not  only  with  guns,  but  the  women  were  to  make 
their  broomsticks  liy  around  lively.  The  pioneers  brought 
in  their  furniture  and  provisions,  but  kept  the  cattle  stationed 
outside,  tied  by  tlie  horns  to  the  walls.  An  occasional  dog 
crept  in;  the  sound  of  women's  voices  was  heard,  directing 
their  domestic  concerns;  and,  with  over  thirty  cljildren,  there 
was  no  lack  of  music,  even  if  the  young  calves  outside  were 
silent. 

How  vveary  the  days  passed  along,  with  nothing  to  break 
the  ennui  but  the  fear  of  Indians  —  patching  coats  and  wash- 
ing dishes ;  there  was  plenty  of  work  after  all.  Their  tents 
were  made  of  wagon  covers  and  old  quilts.  They  had  a  few 
chunk  fires  in  connnon.  Each  fomily  had  their  own  table, 
and  rough  fare  placed  upon  it.  Corn-bread,  from  i)oundijig 
the  kernels  in  an  old  kettle,  wild  meat,  cofiee,  without  sugar, 
and  a  little  butter,  made  up  tlie  bill  of  fare  —  some. \ hat  dif- 
ferent from  Delmonico's. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  siege,  Wm.  Smiih  and  John  Camp- 
bell went  down  to  the  2\Lu'squaquas'  canqi,  a?  detectives. 
They  found  large  canq^-fires  Inirning,  and  six  kettles,  ]>laced 
in  a  row,  partly  filled  with  water.  Peeping  carelully  through 
the  bushes  where  th oy  were  concealed,  a  little  way  tai  tlier 
on,  six  large  dogs  were  hung  by  ihe  necks  to  the  limbs  ot'  a 
tree.  Here  the  warriors  of  the  tril)e  danced  around  for  iwo 
hours,  bi'andishing  their  war-clubs,  and  looking  tierce  enougli 
to  eat  up  the  whites  of  the  settlement  After  the  ])orspii'alion 
bad  washed  their  f;ices  of  the  j)aint,  and  they  seemed  pietty 
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well  exliaiisled,  tlie  sqnaws  throw  the  do<^s  into  the  kettles, 
where  a  sort  of  stew  was  made,  in  the  st^^e  of  Macbctli's 
witches,  only  this  was  all  dog.  The  beldames  dished  it  out 
to  the  panting  v/arriors,  sprinkled  a  little  sugar  over  it,  and 
it  was  a  feast,  so  far  as  satisfaction  was  secured.  Tliere  were 
a  good  many  warriors  to  bo  seen,  and  it  looked  dark  for  the 
little  handful  of  men  in  tlie  fort. 

The  next  day  Campbell  and  Smith  were  out  watching, 
when  they  met  four  different  parties  of  Indians,  well  armed, 
who  stopped  the  white  men,  with  their  guns,  and  interrogated 
them  as  to  the  number  of  men  in  the  fort.  They  answered: 
"Big  heap  white  men  —  come  away  off."  This  seemed  to 
drive  the  Indians  back  for  that  day. 

In  a  few  days  tlie  braves  came  again,  and  asked  Captain 
James  Logan,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  "  IIow  many  ? " 
lie,  of  course,  exaggerated  the  number  of  men  and  arms, 
talked  of  the  "  big  chief"  at  Fort  JJodge,  and  "  Sioux,  heapy." 
This  sent  tliem  away  sullen,  yet  they  did  not  attack. 

A  few  days  after  this,  Wm.  Davison,  thinking  it  would  be 
a  nice  thing  to  test  the  courage  of  the  garrison  and  com- 
mander, laid  a  plan  for  a  sham  attack.  The  night-guard  was 
Wm.  Asher.  Davison  let  him  into  the  secret,  and  Jack 
Braddy,  he  being  a  good  shot,  and  a  courageous  sort  of  a 
man.  Davison  went  up  the  hill  back  of  the  fort,  where 
some  of  the  cattle  were  tied,  and  raised  a  stampede  among 
them.  The  cow-bells  jingled  at  an  awful  rate;  reports  of 
guns  were  heard,  as  if  tliere  were  many  braves  in  the  dis- 
tance; the  sleeping  garrison  aroused  themselves  to  the  dread- 
ful emergency  of  meeting  the  Indians.  Poor  old  Mrs. 
Ilobinson  yelled  out,  as  if  in  a  Methodist  camp-meeting: 
"Oh!  Lord,  I  have  tried  to  live  in  thy  service,  but  I  lind 
I've  not  enough  religion  to  die  by.  Give  me  more.  Lord, 
doo^  please." 

There  was,  of  course,  a  terrible  excitement.  The  men 
grasped  their  guns,  while  the  women  hushed  the  little  ones, 
and  prayed,  without  preface  or  introdi^ction,  "  L(>rd  save  us." 
Logan  acted  very  well,  and  most  of  the  men,  Ih-achly  and 
Asher  laughing  in  llieir  sleeves  at  the  fun. 
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Finally,  about  daj^light,  there  being  no  moccasin  print  or 
feather  seen  above  the  walls  or  about  the  stockade,  the  gar- 
rison concluded  thej  had  been  sold.  The  scamps  of  the 
fiasco  let  tlie  secret  out,  and  indignation  ran  high  for  awhile, 
as  a  lady  neai-ly  died  from  fright.  There  being  no  physician 
within  fifty  miles,  matters  looked  dismal  for  the  jokers. 
After  quarreling  two  or  three  weeks  over  this  and  some  other 
annoyances,  the  settlers  concluded  to  leave  the  fort,  and  trust 
to  Providence  for  protection  from  the  red  men. 

Cowed  by  menaces  from  Major  Williams,  from  Fort  Dodge, 
and  other  persons  from  Des  Moines,  the  poor  Musquaqua  re- 
signed himself  to  his  fate,  and  peacefully  withdrew,  leaving 
the  beautiful  Iowa  valley  to  the  plow  and  primrose  of  the 
pioneer. 


CHAPTER  III. 

We  have  already  traced  the  events  of  the  years  preceding 
1852,  and  in  repeating  the  story  of  hardship  and  annoyances 
to  the  settlers  locating  towns,  we  have  nothing  sensational, 
nothing  but  "  the  simple  annals  of  the  poor."  Immigration 
came  in  covered  wagons,  with  the  chickens  in  a  box  over  tlie 
hind-board  of  the  wagon  ;  tow-headed  children  in  front;  boys 
driving  cows ;  and  even  girls  were  seen  ]}atiing  along  in  the 
path,  whipping  calves  along,  and  cows,  too. 

Albion  was  laid  out  and  surveyed  in  August,  1S52,  by 
George  W.  Yoorhees  and  Thomas  Brown,  iind  was  first 
called  Lafayette,  which  name  it  bore  till  1S5S,  when  it  was 
changed  to  Albion,  there  being  another  town  named  Lafay- 
ette on  the  Des  ALoines  river,  in  Polk  county. 

Albion  is  situated  on  tlie  east  side  of  tlie  Iowa  river,  seven 
miles  north-west  from  Marshalltown,  and  has  a  tine  loc^ation. 
Among  the  earlier  settlers  was  Martin  Pei'igo,  who  com- 
menced business  in  merclumdise,  j'calizing  a  liandsome  i'or- 
tune.    Jotham  Keyes  came  the  year   1853.     Attorney  T. 
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Brown,  now  one  of  the  best  criminal  lawyers  in  the  state, 
coniiiiciiced  his  legal  career  in  Marshall  county  here.  lie 
foi'inerly  lived  in  Tama  I'onnty.  Mr.  Abram  Stanley  has 
made  a  hirge  fortune  here,  a  prominent  mercliant,  and  a  lib- 
eral man  in  aid  of  colleges,  railroads,  etc. 

Le  Grand  was  laid  out  a  little  later  than  Albion,  by  James 
Albnan.  This  village  was  too  near  the  edge  of  the  county 
to  hope  for  the  capital,  but  it  lay  near  the  great  quarries  of 
limestone  rock  and  variegated  marble,  so  that  its  resonrces 
for  building  material  were  considered  better  than  those  of 
any  town  in  its  vicinity.  Ten  years  after  its  christening, 
when  the  iNTorthwestern  Railroad  built  np  towns  along  its 
line,  Blair's  cupidity  determined  the  company  to  build  its 
station  house  two  miles  away  from  Le  Grand,  thus  leaving 
"Cobtown,"as  lier  enemies  named  the  unfortunate  village, 
out  in  the  cold.  This  was  exceedingly  aggravating,  as  prom- 
inent citizens  had  donated  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  the 
company,  with  the  understanding  that  a  depot  was  to  be 
built  within  the  corporation  limits.  Their  chagrin  knew  no 
bounds,  when  they  found  that  the  company  did  not  recognize 
verbal  ccn tracts. 

In  18G4,  the  Kew  Light  church  of  Le  Grand,  with  the  help 
of  the  same  sect  in  other  places,  built  a  fine  college  building, 
and  opened,  the  next  year,  under  favorable  auspices.  Brof. 
James  Guthrie,  of  Antioch  College,  Ohio,  was  the  president. 
For  a  time  the  institution  seemed  a  success ;  but  upon  the  death 
of  the  president,  and  from  other  causes,  the  college  has  closed 
its  doors,  and  one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  state  is  tenant- 
less,  and  students  are  going  elsewhere  to  gain  instruction. 
Le  Grand  did  nobly  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  in  sani- 
tary aid  for  the  same  was  in  the  foremost  i-anks.  It  is  a 
village  of,  perhaps,  three  hundred  inhabitants,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  most  healthful,  pi-osperous  community. 

Le  Grand,  in  1850,  had  an  excitement  ujion  the  "woman 
question, "  cxcooding  the  discussion  now-a-dnys.  A  saloun 
was  0])enc(l  hy  some  vile  wr(;k'h,  and  alter  vcMuling  his  nhom- 
inable  stulf  for  awhile,  the  ladies  conchuUM]  to  use  force,  as 
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pleasant  words  Lad  been  exhansted.  A  part}^  of  nine  ladies 
entered  the  dog;o;cry,  and  while  some  were  engaged  in  knock- 
ing in  the  barrel-heads  with  axes,  etc.  Mrs.  Jack  AVheitzell 
tlirew  out  of  doors  brandy  bottles  and  tumblers,  and  tlien 
taking  the  "  saloon  man  "  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  sent  him 
out  after  them.  She  was  a  strong,  muscular  woman,  weigh- 
ing two  hundred  pounds,  and  the  whiskey -seller  made  but 
little  resistance.  The  whole  concern  was  demolished,  and  no 
other  of  the  kind  ever  lifted  its  demon  front  in  the  village 
until  the  days  of  drug  stores.  These  ladies  were  arrested 
and  brought  before  Justice  Yeamans,  of  Marshalltown,  who 
liad  them  in  court  three  days,  but  after  a  wonderful  array  of 
witnesses  and  legal  talent,  they  were  released  from  some  Haw- 
in  the  indictment.  The  next  day  they  were  to  be  brought 
again  into  court  for  breaking  the  peace;  the  constable 
hunted  high  and  low  for  the  energetic  dames,  but  they  had 
disappeared  into  Tama  county,  like  Yenus  into  the  foam  of 
the  sea. 

We  go  back  to  Albion,  and  in  rummaging  old  files  of  news- 
papers, the  lovm  Central  Journal  makes  its  appearance.  It 
was  established  in  1855,  by  Prof.  1\  J.  Wilson,  an  able 
scholar,  and  was  the  first  journal  in  the  county.  Prof.  Wil- 
son, now  deceased,  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  pleasant 
courtesy^  w]}ile  literature,  schools,  etc.  found  a  warm  place  in 
his  heart.  While  crossing  Linn  creek,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  he  lost  his  life 
by  drowning.  The  lovxi  Central  speaks  glowingly  of  a  cele- 
bration on  the  fourth  of  July,  1855.  Dr.  llixon,  of  Marietta, 
delivered  a  tine  oration,  William  Ballard  and  others  per- 
formed the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  and  the  multitude  enjoyed 
the  programme,  especially  the  dinner. 

Prof.  Wilson  sold  out  the  paper  to  E.  N.  Chapin,  a  terse, 
keen  writer,  the  present  editor  of  the  Thnes^  who  associated 
with  him  in  the  enterprise  Mr.  K.  II.  Barnhart,  a  local  editor 
of  fine  ability.  Tlie  ])aper  had  many  a  round  witli  the  ]\Iari- 
etta  Kq^rexs^  that  was  established  a  little  later  by  Thomas 
IJiirh  and  A.  J.  Kennev.    Marietta  and  Albion  were  rival 
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towns,  with  a  secret  hate  for  a  long  time  before  it  showed  it- 
self in  the  journals  or  in  public  meetings. 

It  is  lime  to  write  on  these  leaves  the  begininng  of  Mar- 
shalltown,  which  was  such  an  eye-sore  to  Marietta,  a  rival 
that  finally  ate  her  np,  as  the  giants  in  tlie  fable.  The  quar- 
rels of  these  towns,  with  the  incidents  thereof,  would  fill  a 
volume. 

Marsha] Itowzi  was  laid  . out  by  Henry  Anson,  Esq.  in  the 
summer  of  1853,  the  year  after  Albion  and  Le  Grand,  and 
two  years  after  Marietta.  Anson  had  a  claim  which  was 
bounded  north  by  Islmn  street,  that  he  built  a  cabin  upon  in 
1851,  entering  the  claim  at  Dubuque  the  same  year.  The 
town  was  named  Marshall,  bnt  it  was  found  that  there  was 
another  post  office  by  that  name  in  lienry  county,  so  the 
affix  of  toiv/i  supplied  the  name  with  an  awkward  handle, 
but  significant  in  an  early  day. 

Many  of  the  settlers  in  the  township  were  border-men,  who 
now  are  fighting  Indians  and  wolves  on  the  confines  of  civil- 
ization ;  who  lived  in.  cabins  witii  the  dooj'S  open  through  the 
winter  to  let  in  the  blessed  sunlight ;  and  when  Mr.  Anson 
put  in  a  window  to  his  house,  it  made  much  connnent  through 
the  settlement. 

'  Mr.  Anson  is  a  'man  of  great  energy  of  character;  and  in 
naming  him  the  founder  of  Marshalltown,  no  one  need  think 
the  term  misap])Hed.  He  was  long  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
built  the  first  saw-mill  in  tlie  county.  Such  an  enter|)rise, 
when  the  machinery  had  to  be  hauled  two  hundred  miles, 
and  no  money  to  be  had  from  the  settlers,  was  no  small  mat^ 
ter.  It  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  community.  AVhen  the 
Cedar  Kapids  railroad  was  to  be  built,  no  one  in  the  vicinity 
can  forget  his  untiring  efibrts  to  obtain  the  assistance  needed 
to  bring  the  enterprise  to  a  successful  issue. 


(To  be  (lonliiuu  d.) 
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GENERAL  JOHN  EDWARDS. 


"We  present  m  lliis  niimber  a  portrait  of  General  John  Ed- 
wards, wliose  countenance  will  at  once  be  recognized  by 
many  of  our  readers  wlio  account  tliemselves  as  elder  citizens 
of  Iowa. 

lie  was  born,  October  2'I,  1815,  in  Jefferson  county,  Ken- 
tucky, almost  within  the  present  boundaries  of  the  city  of 
Louisville,  and  near  the  childhood  horae  of  old  Zack  Tayior, 
twelftli  President  of  the  United  States,  and  is  at  this  writing 
just  lifty-five  years  old.  His  father,  vv^hose  name  was  also 
plain  John  Edwards,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Louisville's  immediate  vicinitv,  and  had  acquired,  before  he 
of  whom  we  write  was  born,  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of 
land,  part  of  which  is  embraced  in  what  is  now  the  suburbs 
of  that  pleasant  city,  and  extending  from  Bear  Grass  creek 
for  several  miles  on  the  Lexington  road. 

Besides  his  domain  near  Louisville,  the  elder  Edwards 
owned  a  large  extent  of  rich  bottom  land  in  Lavrrence  county, 
Indiana,  near  what  is  now  Lawrenceport,  near  White  river, 
which  he  gave  to  the  subject  of  our  sketch  when  the  latter 
had  "attained  his  eighteenth  year,  and  had  acquii'cd  such  edu- 
cation as  the  schools  of  Louisville  then  afforded,  on  condition 
that  he  should  occupy  and  improve  it.  These  terms  wei'o 
gladl}^  acceded  to  by  the  son,  who,  even  at  that  early  age, 
had  discovered  a  prejudice  against  slavery,  and  longed  to  be- 
gin his  career  under  the  auspices  of  impartial  free. ium,  but 
soon  after  found  himself  captured  and  bound  by  Cu])id,  who, 
at  that  remote  period,  had  ali'eady  forced  his  ^vay  to  the  banks 
of  White  river.  The  upshot  ol'  this  was,  that  young  Ed- 
wards, shortly  after  his  i-emoval  to  Indiana,  was  wed  to  .^^i^s 
Eliza,  daughter  of  JMarcus  Knight,  who  had  immigrated  there 
with  his  i'aniily  from  Kentucky,  and  was  an  early  pioneer  of 
Lawrence  county. 

Soon  after  his  nnin-iagc*,  Genecal  Ixlwards  i'enu)\  ed  to  Bed- 
ford, the  seat  of  justice  of  Lawrence  county,  and  Ibr  several 
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years  was  engaged  in  the  shipment  of  cattle  and  producej  by 
flat-boat  to  Kew  Oi-leans,  alter  tlie  manner  of  "Honest  Old 
Abe."  Finding  it  unprofitable  to  carry  on  liis  farm  and  live 
at  the  count}^  seat,  he  soon  after  removed  to  Lawrenceport, 
within  one  mile  of  his  farm,  where  he  resided  till  1849,  carry- 
ing on  his  trade  in  grain  and  stock  b}^  boating  from  his  farm 
to  New  Orleans. 

In  1819,  he  took  four  young  men  (two  of  whom  had  served 
him  faithfully  on  his  farm),  fitted  them  out,  and  went  with 
them  to  Caliibrnia,  where  he  arrived  with  the  first  ox-train 
that  reached  the  El  Dorado  that  year.  Ilis  first  stopping 
place,  with  a  view  to  mining,  was  Nevada  Gulch,  where  he 
]iad  remained  but  a  short  tinie  when  the  miners  of  his  dis- 
trict elected  him  to  the  Alcalde.  lie  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Nevada  City,  and  built  the  first  hotel  in  that  place,  in  co- 
partnership with  a  lawyer  from  Illinois  named  Ellis.  This 
hotel,  with  the  whole  town,  was  shortly  afterwards  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  General  Edwards  barel}'-  escaped  with  his  life, 
the  clothes  on  his  back  and  five  dollars,  all  else  that  he  had 
brought  to  or  acquired  in  California  being  consumed  in  the 
flames. 

-  He  remained  in  California,  performing  the  functions  of  a 
judge,  or  in  law  practice  with  his  partner,  Elhs,  until  1852, 
when  he  was  called  home  to  Indiana  by  the  illness  of  his 
wife,  whose  precarious  state  of  health  forbid  his  returning  to 
the  "  Golden  State,''  as  he  had  intended. 

The  same  year  that  he  returned  from  California,  the  whig 
party  in  LawrePiCe  county  nominated  him  fur  the  state  sen- 
ate, against  Gen.  Ben  Newland,  and  notwithstanding  a 
democratic  majority  of  three  hundred  in  the  county,  he  was 
triumphantly  elected  over  his  oi)ponent  by  a  liandsome  ma- 
jority. But  this  was  no  great  feat  for  Edwards  to 'perform; 
for  he  had,  previously  to  going  to  California,  been  elected  to 
the  lower  branch  of  tlie  Indiaiui  legislature,  as  a  whig,  in  the 
face  of  a  strong  majority  of  the  0])posite  i>ar(y.  It  must  bo 
recollected  that  "Harry  of  the  West"  hehl  sway  in  those 
days  in  Kentucky,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  politicians 
1-8 
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hailing  from  the  land  of  Eoonc,  were  of  the  same  political 
faith  as  the  groat  orator  of  Ashland.  It  is,  therefore,  hy  no 
means  siirprisiiig  that  GeJieral  Kd wards  began  his  political 
life  as  a  whig,  as  was  his  father  before  him. 

At  the  death  of  General  Edwards's  father,  which  occuri-ed 
in  18iO,  in  the  distribution  of  his  many  slaves  among  his 
children,  he  bequeathed,  in  his  will,  a  family  consisting  of- a 
favorite  man-servant,  his  wife  and  several  children,  to  his 
son  John.  But  General  Edwards  had  lived  too  long  in  a 
commonwealth  of  universal  freedom  to  accept  such  a  legacy 
for  his  own  benefit.  lie  thercfoi'e  took  his  slaves  to  Indiana, 
emancipated  tlicm,  and  made  liberal  provision  for  them  lor 
life.  As  before  stated,  he  entertained  an  aversion  for  slavery 
in  his  youth,  which  ripened  into  hatred  from  seeing  the  enor- 
mities and  brutalities  of  the  "  peculiar  institution  "  on  his 
boating  trips  to  the  more  distant  south,  on  each  retui-n  from 
which  he  would  implore  his  father,  by  letter  or  orally,  to 
manumit  his  slaves. 

In  1858,  General  Edwards  removed  from  Indiana  to  Iowa, 
and  established  his  home  at  Chariton,  in  Lucas  county,  and  in 
1856  was  elected  to  represent  the  ninth  senatorial  district 
(embracing  Lucas  county)  in  the  constitutional  convention, 
which  met  in  Iowa  City,  Janviary  19,  1857,  to  frame  the  be- 
nign constitution  uiider  which  the  happy  people  of  Iowa  are 
even  unto  this  day  panoplied. 

As  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  he  took  a 
prominent  and  leading  part  in  framing  the  present  organic 
law  of  our  state,  sei'ving  as  chairnum  of  the  committee  ''On 
right  of  suffrage."  There  was,  ])erha])s,  no  subject  considered 
by  the  convention  which  elicited  so  much,  anel  such  angry, 
debate  as  that  assigned  to  this  connnittee;  lor  it  opened  the 
whole  question  of  African  slavei-y  from  the  cstabHshment  of 
the  federal  government  to  tlie  n:iiddle  ol"  (he  ])resent  century. 
In  all  these  debates  General  Edwards  was  an  eh>quent  p;u"tic- 
ipant,  in  favor  of  the  most  liberal  and  judicious  measures 
which  in  that  daik,  though  so  rcn-ent,  age  couKl  lie  pri»jecleil 
to  pave  the  way  linvard  imparl ial  suiiV;)ge,  and  in  ihe  course 
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of  one  of  bis  speeches  maldiig  the  following  prediction,  which 
has  since  been  fully  vej-ified :  — 

"I  have  hoped,  and  I  hope  jet,  the  day  will  come  when 
the  fetters  shall  be  stricken  from  all  this  unfortunate  race. 
Aye,  and  the  day  will  come,  as  sure  as  there  is  a  just  God  in 
heaven.  And  the  unfortunate  coloi-ed  man,  who  was  stolen 
from  his  native  laud,  and  is  now  suil'cring  under  the  yoke  of 
oppression  and  bondage,  will  some  day  receive  justice,  and 
when  that  justice  is  meted  out  to  him,  heaven  grant  that  this 
nation  does  not  sufier." 

General  Edwards  also  served  three  terms  in  the  legislature 
of  Iowa,  and  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 

It  was  while  a  member  of  the  Iowa  legislature  that  he  re- 
ceived from  the  democratic  members  and  press  the  sohr'iqvet 
of  "  Honest  John."  It  occurred  on  account  of  a  charge  made 
by  him  of  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  for  examining  into  the  school 
fund  of  three  counties,  and  representing  to  the  legislature  the 
condition  of  the  same,  while  the  most  of  those  appointed  to 
perform  the  same  service  for  other  counties,  had  charged  the 
state  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  dollars,  and  in  some  instances 
more. 

In  June,  1S61,  General  Edwards's  military  career  began, 
by  his  receiving  a  commission  as  aid-de-camp  to  Governor 
Kirkwood,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  the  first  ap- 
pointment of  the  kind  which  was  made,  and  under  which  his 
chief  duties  were  to  keep  the  rebels  on  the  southern  borders 
of  Iowa  in  subjection.  This  he  did  pretty  efiectually,  tvrico 
marching  his  troops  far  beyond  the  northern  boundary  of 
Missouri,  through  nests  of  armed  revolters.  So  well  did  ho 
perform  this  diflicult  task,  that,  a  year  later,  Governor  Kirk- 
wood made  him  a  full  colonel,  and  gave  him  command  of  the 
eighteentli  Iowa  infantry.  His  service  as  colonel  of  this  gal- 
lant-regiment was  mostly  performed  in  jMissouri,  where  he 
rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Union  cause  in  nuiny 
minor  actions,  and  cons])iL'Uously  disiinguislicd  himself  for 
courage  aiul  good  geiieniklii[)  at  the  battk'  of  Spi-inglicld. 
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Here,  with  his  own  regiment,  three  companies  of  raAV  Mis- 
souri militia,  and  a  few  score  of  sick,  altogether  aggregating 
less  than  a  thousand  men,  he  utterly  routed  and  com])lctely 
foiled  the  rebel  General  Marmaduke,  who,  with  a  force  more 
than  double  that  under  Edwards,  had  come  to  take  the  town. 
In  August,  18G3,  while  still  colonel  of  tlie  eighteenth,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  district  in  Missouri,  and  the 
following  October  marched  into  Arkansas  and  captui'ed  FoTt 
Smith,  which,  before  the  war,  had  been  selected  on  account 
of  its  strength  as  a  United  States  military  post.  It  was  now, 
by  a  field  order,  re-eslablishcd  as  a  post,  the  command  of 
which  was  assigned  to  General  Edwards,  as  a  mark  of  ap- 
proval for  his  gallantry  in  capturing  it.  Commanding  a 
brigade,  he  took  a  valiant  part  in  many  of  the  affairs  fought 
in  Arkansas,  in  1SG4-,  including  the  battles  of  Prairie  d' Anne, 
Camden,  and  Saline  river  ;  in  recognition  of  which  he  was 
promoted  by  the  president  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general. 

In  military  administration,  as  in  civil  service,  he  was  char- 
acterized by  stern  integrity  and  strict  justice,  that  left  no 
room  for  suspicion  of  a  weakness  for  cotton,  wdjich,  during 
the  rebelHon,  sullied  the  escutcheons  of  so  many  of  our  mili- 
tary commanders.  While  just  to  the  government  he  served, 
it  is  an  evidence  of  the  leniency  he  accorded  the  conquered 
who  found  themselves  under  martial  law  as  administered  by 
him,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  after  retiring  from  the 
army,  he  made  his  home  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  (a  town  lie 
had  captured  and  commanded),  where  he  still  resides  —  secure 
and  respected  as  an  unarmed  citizen  among  those  he  had 
subdued,  where,  while  surrounded  by  body-guards  and  reg- 
iments, his  hfe  was  in  danger  from  the  cotton-tliieves  and 
peculators  he  had  warned  and  foi-bidden. 

The  war  being  over.  President  Johnson  appointed  him  a 
revenue  assessor  for  the  district  including  Fort  Smith,  which 
ofQce  he  relinquished  on  the  accession  of  the  present  federal 
administration.  As  before  stated,  he  is  still  a  I'csident  of 
Fort  Smith,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  tliird  congressional 
district  of  Arkansas,  and,  true  to  those  instincts  of  inde))end- 
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encc  and  patriotism  which  have  caused  him  formerly  to  be 
denounced  in  tlie  phice  of  his  nativity,  by  his  fire-eating  rela- 
tives, as  an  aholUionist^  and  more  recently  by  the  extremists 
of  the  dominant  party  as  a  conservative^  he  is  now  canvassing 
his  district  as  an  independent  candidate  for  congress. 

In  person,  General  Edwards  is  of  medium  size,  warm  and 
genial  in  manner,  with  a  pleasing  cast  of  features,  which,  we 
legret  to  say,  is  not  well  portrayed  in  the  engraving'.  lie 
has  a  number  of  children,  some  of  wliom  are  happily  married 
and  settled  in  life.  It  is  to  his  son,  E.  E.  Edwards,  of  Char- 
iton, Lucas  county,  and  to  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  II.  11.  Maynard, 
of  Tipton,  formerly  a  surgeon  of  the  eighteenth  Iowa,  but 
now  the  leading  physician  of  Cedar  county,  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  most  of  the  facts  relating  to  General  Edwards's 
private  life  contained  in  this  sketch. 


PIOl^EEES  or  MAEION  OOUNTY. 


BY  WM.  M.  DONNELL. 


(Continued  from  page  253.) 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

LIST  OF  COUNTY  TREASUKEKS.  THE  STANFIELD  DEFALCATION. 

 ROBBERY  OF  THE  TREASURY  IN  1SG7. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  county  treasurers  from  the  organ- 
ization of  the  county  till  the  present  date,  —  1S70  :  — 

David  T.  Durham,  elected  September,  1815  ;  re-elected 
August,  ISIG,  and  served  till  August,  1SI7.  Isaac  Walters, 
from  August,  1847,  to  1849,  and  re-elected  from  that  until 
1851.  Oiaiborn  llnll,  J 852  and  J85r>.  David  Stanfiehl,  1854, 
1855,  1850,  and  1857.    A\niliam  Ellis,  1858,  1859,  1800,  and 
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18G1.  A.  II.  Yierson,  1862  and  1863.  Emery  F.  Spcny, 
1861  and  1S65 ;  during  the  last  year  of  wlncli  term  Edwin 
Baker  served.  William  T.  Cunningham,  1S6G  and  1867. 
Edwin  Baker,  1868,  18G9,  1870,  and  1871. 

During  this  period  tlie  treasury  sufl'ered  twice  from  rob- 
bery;  the  first  time  hy  defalcation  at  the  close  of  Stanfield's 
second  term;  and  the  second  time  by  burglary,  during  the 
second  year  of  Cunningham's  term.  The  history  of  tlie  first 
is  briefly  as  follows  :  — 

At  the  August  election,  in  1847,  Mr.  Stanfield,  being  a 
candidate  for  a  third  term,  was  defeated,  and  liis  successor 
(as  the  custom  then  was)  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  ofllce  as  soon  as  the  result  of  the  election  was 
known  ;  and  on  settling  up  Jthe  affairs  of  the  offtce  a  default 
of  $1,516.20  was  discovered.  So  soon  as  this  discovery  was 
made  he  was  arrested,  and  an  indictment  was  found  against 
him  at  the  September  term  of  the  District  Court.  Upon  this, 
judgment  was  reudei-ed  against  him  and  his  securities  for  the 
amount.  Of  this  amount,  his  assignee,  C.  G.  Brobst,  paid 
into  the  treasury  in  cash,  notes,  and  judgment  §2,206.93,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  §2,339.27  due  the  county. 

Mr.  Stanfield  seemed  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  loss  occurred,  and  persistently  denied  his  participa- 
tion in  it ;  and,  as  the  affair  was,  to  some  extent,  a  mystery, 
many  persons  doubted  his  guilt,  and  some  even  believed  him 
entirely  innocent.  It  was  for  some  time  a  subject  of  a  severe 
partizan  warfare  of  words,  in  wbicli  the  Journal  and  Standard 
participated  vigorously,  firing  weekly  volleys  of  hot  shot  into 
each  other's  camp,  without,  however,  gaining  any  apparent 
advantage  for  either  side. 

In  October  of  the  same  year,  IVfr.  Stanfield  moved  to  Kan- 
sas, wdiere,  late  in  the  fall,  or  during  the  winter,  lie  was  fol- 
lowed and  visited  by  Dr.  Patterson  and  James  AValtcrs,  who, 
on  their  return,  rei)orted  that  they  had  found  him  living  in 
almost  extreme  poverty,  apparently  confirming  tlio  truth  of 
his  plea  of  imiocence.  In  conse(|uence  of  these  factvS,  no  at- 
tempt was  nuule  to  pi'osecute  th(^  case  further;  and,  in  1867, 
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in  response  to  a  petition  of  a  ninjority  of  the  citizens  of  the 
connt}^,  the  board  of  supervisors  released  the  bondsmen  of 
David  Stanlield  from  their  liability,  thus  finally  ending  tlio 
trouble. 

The  second  robbery  was  one  of  mnch  greater  'magnitude, 
and  proved  a  total  loss.  It  occurred  on  Saturday  night  of 
February  9th,  18G7,  or  very  early  on  the  following  morning, 
but  was  not  discovered  till  about  8  o'clock,  when  it  produced 
a  sensation  quite  unusual  for  the  time  and  place. 

It  was  known  that  the  treasury  contained  a  large  sum,  and 
it  was  at  first  supposed  that  it  had  all  been  taken,  and  excit- 
ing stories  of  the  robbery, —  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
effected,  and  tlie  magnitude  of  the  loss, —  were  verl)a]ly  re- 
ported through  the  county  befoj'c  the  facts  were  fully  ascer- 
tained. For  a  detailed  account  of^e  aff^iir,  we  quote  the 
following  from  the  Ma7'io7i  Coicnty  Republican^  of  February 
12,1867:  — 

"On  Saturday  night  last,  the  office  of  the  count}'  treasurer, 
at  the  court  house,  in  this  place,  was  entered  and  robbed  of  all 
the  money  in  it,  which  amounted  to  over  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  burglars,  in  the  first  place,  broke  into  Mr,  Keed's 
blacksmith  shop  and  helped  themselves  to  all  the  tools  they 
required.  They  entered  the  treasurer's  office  through  a  win- 
dow that  was  very  insecurely  fastened.  By  the  side  of  the 
door  of  the  vault  they  removed  a  few  bricks,  which  enabled 
them,  with  the  aid  of  a  cold  chisel,  to  reach  the  bolt  and  drive 
it  back,  thus  opening  the  door.  The  safe  in  the  vault  was 
purchased  during  the  last  year,  for  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 
The  burglars  broke  the  knob  olf  (he  door  of  the  safe,  cut  into 
the  lock,  opened  the  door,  and  took  the  funds.  The  most 
that  was  taken  belonged  to  the  school  fund  of  the  county.  ?tlr. 
Dan  Smick,  of  Knoxville,  loses  over  $1,000,  which  he  had 
placed  there  for  safety.  A  ])ortion  o{  the  funds  was  owned 
by  the  stale. 

"Tlie  robbery  was  discovered  al)out  S  o'clock  Sunday 
nu)rning,  and  caused  a  groat  doal  of  excatenicnl  among  om- 
citizens  all  day  long,  hundreds  \i-illng  the  court  house. 
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Prompt  action  was  taken  to  find  the  robbers.  DifFcrent  per- 
sons were  sent  out  to  spread  tbc  news  and  place  officers  of 
the  law  on  the  watch.  As  it  was  impossible  for  the  scoun- 
drels to  take  tlie  benefit  of  the  railroad  until  yesterday,  we 
trust  they  may  be  speedily  overhauled,  and  the  stolen  funds 
recovered. 

"The  board  of  supervisors  was  called  together  yesterda}'." 

The  following  additional  particulars  we  quote^  from  the 
same  article  :  — 

"The  knob  was  first,  knocked  oflT,  then  a  portion  of  the 
chilled  iron  nnder  it  cut  out.  Heavy  blows  were  next  struck 
exactly  in  the  riglit  place  to  loosen  the  bolts  or  break  tlic 
fastenings,  so  heavy  as  to  break  the  steel  facing  of  the  sledge 
used.  Both  of  these  operations,  which  we  have  imperfectly 
described,  had  the  efi'ect  to  loosen  the  bolts.  Chisels  were 
then  used  to  pry  open  the  dooi',  which,  unfortunately,  was 
accomplished.  The  burglar,  or  burglars,  seemed  to  know 
just  what  was  requisite  to  do  in  order  to  accomplish  their  ob- 
ject. The  one  who  made  the  safe  could  not  have  gone  to 
work  more  scientifically,  or  with  a  better  understanding  of 
what  was  necessary  to  be  done." 

After  a  more  critical  examination  of  the  amount  taken,  the 
losses  of  the  various  funds  were  found  to  be  as  follows:  — 


School  Fund  $20,000  00 

State       "    3,600  83 

County    "   2,100  50 

Bridge     "    3,300  dS 

Poor  House  Fund   2,27C>  74: 

Insane  Fund   1,103  20 


Making  a  total  of  $32,1:71  81 


As  some  circumstar.ees  connected  with  the  robbeiy  seemed 
to  indicate  the  treasurer's  connection  with  it,  the  board  or- 
dered his  arrest,  employed  an  attorney  for  the  county,  and 
sent  to  New  York  for  a  detective  to  exaun'ne  llie  sal'e,  and 
make  such  discoveries  as  might  lead  to  the  arrest  oi'  ihe  rob- 
bers. 
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A  ])reliiniiiary  examination  of  Mr.  Cunningliam's  case  came 
off  (hiring  this  called  session  of  the  hoard;  and,  as  some  ot 
the  evidence  seemed  to  lead  to  his  conviction,  his  case  was 
left  for  the  investigation  of  the  grand  jury  for  the  March  terin 
of  the  district  conrt. 

On  the  arrival  of  a  detective,  the  safe  was  closely  exam- 
ined, and  the  work  upon  it  was  pronounced  by  him  iiot  to 
have  been  that  of  a  scientific  burglar.  It  appeared  that  the 
strokes  of  the  sledge  must  have  been  made  after  the  door  of 
the  safe  was  open,  for  the  bolts  were  shot  out  as  when  locked, 
and  had  been  rendered  quite  immovable  by  the  blows  that 
had  damaged  the  combination,  so  that  it  could  not  be  shut. 
Ten  thousand  dollai's  were  offered  as  a  reward  for  the  arrest 
of  the  robbers  and  the  recovery  of  the  money,  but  no  clue  to 
the  whereal)outs  of  either  could  be  ol)tained. 

In  the  meantime,  some  parties  had  employed  a  young  man 
who  claimed  to  have  been  an  army  detective,  to  ferret  the 
matter  out.  Actuated  by  a  hope  of  the  large  reward,  he  se- 
cured the  arrest  of  a  man  named  William  D'Armond,  who 
had  been  a  citizen  of  Knoxville  for  a  short  time,  and  had 

moved  to  country  soon  after  the  robbery.    JNIr.  D'Ar- 

mond  was  brought  to  Ivnoxville  and  then  sent  to  the  Oska- 
loosa  jail  for  a  few  weeks,  to  aw'ait  his  trial.  The  trial  was 
had  before  Justice  Kenedy,  in  Knoxville,  and  occupied  about 
two  days.  M.  Y.  Bennett  was  for  the  state,  and  G.  1).  Atli- 
erton  for  the  defense,  by  both  of  whom  the  case  was  warmly 
contested;  but  the  trial  resulted  in  the  acquittal  of  D'Ar- 
mond. 

A  bill  was  found  against  Mr.  Cunningham  at  the  jMarcli 
term,  whereupon  he  took  a  change  oi'  voif/r  to  JMonroe  county. 
Here,  however,  the  state  failed  to  get  its  witnesses  at  the 
time  set  for  trial  and  the  case  was  discontinued.  AUcv  this, 
the  board  employed  attoi'ueys  to  investigate^  the  matter,  and 
sue  on  the  bonds  for  whatever  anuuint  they  suj)}»oscMl  they 
could  sustain  an  action  U])on.  J>ut,  after  investigating,  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  against  Mr.  was 
not  sufiicient  to  justify  an  attempt  at  prosecution.  So  the 
case  was  finally  dismissed. 
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The  great  loss  sustained  by  the  county  in  this  affair,  to- 
gether with  tlie  expenses  of  employing  detectives,  attorneys, 
the  puj'cliase  of  a  new  safe,  &c.,  proved  quite  embarrassing 
for  a  time.  It  was  at  lirst  thought  advisable  to  issue  bonds 
and  obtain  a  loan  for  the  bene.tit  of  those  funds  that  were  in 
the  most  pi'essing  demand,  particularly  tlie  school  and  bridge. 
But  this  was  not  done.  AVarrants  were  paid  on  claim-s  on 
which  the  county  paid  interest,  and  many  of  these  were  bought 
by  speculators  at  a  profitable  discount.  In  due  time,  how- 
ever, by  strict  economy,  and  prom])tness  in  the  payment  of 
taxes,  the  linances  of  the  county  so  iar  improved  as  to  bring 
her  warrants  to  par  before  three  years,  and  the  whole  ma- 
chinery is  now  in  as  nourishing  a  condition  as  it  was  before 
the  robbery. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

mSTOrwY    OF  THE    PRESS  IN  MARION   COUNTY. —  J»ELLA  GAZETTE." 

 KNOXVILLE     JOURNAL.  —  DEMOCRATIC     STANDARD.  PELLA 

WEEKLY   BLADE.  —  MARION    COUNTY     REPUBLICAN.  —  PELLA. 

BLADE.  MARION    COUNTY    DEMOCRAT.  PELLA  GAZETTE.  

IOWA  VOTER.  COPPERHEAD. 

Between  the  years  1847  and  1855  the  population  of  the 
county  was  greatly  increased  hy  immigration  Irom  all  pai-ls 
of  the  east  and  south,  and  a  large  majority  ol'  those  who  luid 
established  permanent  homes  within  her  limits  were  men  and 
women  of  intelligence  and  enterpi-ise,  if  not  of  groat  weaU;h. 
Farms  were  made  on  every  pi-airie,  and  almost  every  grove 
resounded  with  the  stroke  of  the  ax.  Here  and  there  the 
neat  frame  dwelling  was  beginning  to  take  the  place  of  the 
rude  log  cabiu,aud  yearly  expanding  iieids  of  coi*n  and  wliont, 
and  numerous  orchards  of  all  stages  of  growth,  from  \\\v 
lately  planted  scion,  to  the  young  fruit  brearoi',  all  betokened 
the  husbandnuairs  thrift,  and  ])ronn'se(l  him  uhima1(^  w<>;ihh. 
Yillages  were  laid  out  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  many  of 
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the  most  liceded  niiiimiaclories  were  cshiblislied  in  and  about 
tliem,  with  merchandise  to  exclian^'e  for  tlie  prodncts  of  the 
soil.  Saw  and  £;ivist  mills  were  sutlicently  nnmeroiis  to  bo 
comparatively  convenient  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  parts  of  the 
connty ;  and  tbese  were  yearly  increasing  in  number  and  en- 
larging in  capacity,  as  tlic  increasing  demands  of  the  county 
Bccmed  to  require.  Even  at  that  early  period  a  railroad  and 
river  navigation  (one  or  both)  were  confidently  expected. 
Tlie  Des  Moines  Yalley  Road,  though  yet  distant,  both  in 
time  and  space,  was  talked  of  as  a  fixed  fact,  the  arj-ival  of 
which  would  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
the  county,  as  an  avenue  of  trade  and  means  of  speedy  corres- 
pondence with  the  east.  How  completely  this  hope  has  been 
realized  within  the  last  fev/  years,  tlie  people  know  better  than 
we  can  express  it.  And  we  must  not  omit  to  notice  that, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  our  county  history,  the  im])ortant 
matter  of  education  was  not  neglected.  In  the  midst  of  the 
toils,  difliculties,  and  inconveniences  of  pioneer  life,  school 
districts  were  organized  in  every  settlement  of  a  sufHcient 
number  of  children,  a  claim-pen  (if  one  could  be  had),  used 
for  a  scliool  house,  or  a  cabin  hastily  erected  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  teacher  selected  from  among  the  more  capable  mend:>ers 
of  the  community.  AYith  such  houses,  such  teachers,  and 
such  books  as  the  country  could  afford,  schools  were  main- 
tained till  greater  conveniences  came  along  with  all  the  other 
advantages  that  are  the  natural  result  of  growth  in  poi)ulation 
and  wealth. 

But,  so  late  as  1854  and  1855,  one  of  the  great  levels  of 
commerce  and  general  intelligence  was  lacking  in  JMarion 
county.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  evidences  of  advancement 
the  need  of  a  local  newspaper  must  have  been  felt.  This 
need  was,  in  a  measure,  supplied  by  the  ])ublication  of  the 
Pellto  Garu'tic^  early  in  1855. 

Early  in  the  autunm  of  1851-,  Edwin  II.  Grant,  a  i)i'actical 
printer,  came  from  the  cast  to  I*ella,  and  entered  into  co-part- 
nership with  Henry  I\  Scliolte,  for  the  purpose  ot'  pubhsliing 
a  weekly  news])a])er  in  that  town.    They  innnedialely  set 
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about  inakiiig  the  nccessaiy  preparations.  A  press  ixhd  type 
were  pni'chased,  a  biiildiug  suitable  for  a  newspaper  office 
erected,  and  a  list  of  subscribers  obtained.  At  lejigth,  after 
a  delay  of  several  months  after  the  enterpj-ise  v/as  lirst  an- 
nounced to  the  public,  the  lirst  number  of  the  Pclla  Gazciic^ 
the  first  newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  appeared  under 
date  of  February  1,  1855  ;  and  it  was,  just  at  that  time;  the 
most  western  paper  published  in  Iowa  before  reaching-  the 
Missouri  river.  The  Bes  Moineis  8t(H\  })ublished  at  Ft.  Des 
Moines,  liad  suspended  operations  just  previously. 

The  Gazette  was  a  large  sheet,  seven  columns  to  the  page, 
beautifully  printed  from  new  type,  of  a  size  rather  smaller 
than  is  generally  used  foj*  a  country  paper.  The  leading  ed- 
itorial was  a  lengthy  article  by  Mr.  Scholte,  consisting  mostly 
of  a  brief  histor^^  of  the  Holland  Colony.  In  an  article  headed 
"  Defining  our  Position,"  Mr.  Grant  said  :  — 

''It  is  not  our  intention  to  remain  silent  upon  the  great  po- 
litical questions  of  the  day.  But  we  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  we  do  not  intend  to  give  a  blind  credence  to 
the  machinations  of  any  of  the  parties  now  dominant.  AVe 
shall  boldly  avow  our  sentiments  respecting  any  of  the  great 
movements  of  the  age,  regardless  of  political  bias.  Whenever 
we  can  consistently  approve  of  any  acts  pei-formed  by  either 
party,  which  seem  to  us  to  be  calculated  to  benefit  our  state, 
or  the  great  national  confederacy,  we  shall  coi'dially  lend  our 
influence  to  sustain  and  promote  such  measures." 

In  his  address  "  To  the  Public,"  in  the  same  issue,  the  same 
writer  added :  — 

"The  difliculties  and  expense  which  have  attended  us  in 
reaching  this  position  can  hardly  be  appreciated  by  any  one 
unacrpuiinted  with  the  business,  and  with  the  dilliculties  inci- 
dent to  a  new  country." 

Like  most  pioneers,  the  Gazette  began  with  a  small  list  of 
subscribers,  and  but  few  of  these  ])aid  in  advance.  Evidently, 
but  few  persons  wisliod  to  risk  their  money  in  an  enterpi'ise 
of  this  kind  till  they  could  be  assured  of  ils  success.  Notw  ith- 
standing  this,  the  paper  held  its  own  for  several  years,  grad- 
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iiallj  iiicreat^ing  its  })atronai;o  along  with  its  more  recent  coni- 
])elitors.  i\Lr.  Gi-ant  continned  liis  connection  with  tiie  Ga- 
zette till  some  time  in  1857-or  1S5S,  after  which  the  paper  ^vas 
suspended  ibr  some  length  of  time.  In  the  snnimei'  or  fall  of 
1850  it  was  resnscitatcd  by  S.  M.  Hammond,  published  by 
him  in  quarto  form,  and  edited  by  Mr.  Scholte,  as  a  cam])aign 
paper.  From  November  till  March,  18G0,  it  was  published 
by  llanmiond  Ilannold,  when  it  was  finally  discoiitinued, 
and  the  subscription  list  transferred  to  the  Knoxvillc  Journal. 

On  the  first  of  October,  1855,  just  eight  months  after  the 
Gazette  was  started,  the  first  number  of  the  Knoxvillc  Journal 
was  issued  by  Wm.  M.  Stone  (since  governor  of  Iowa),  as 
editor  a.nd  proprietor.  The  press  upon  wdiich  it  was  })rinted 
was  that  of  the  old  Valley  117/ zV/,  published  at  Keokuk. 

The  Journal  was  published  in  the  intei'est  of  the  republican 
party,  but  devoted  tuucIi  of  its  space  to  the  iiiterests  of  Jvnox- 
ville  and  the  surrounding  country.  The  first  few  numbers 
contained  some  valuable  historical  matter  relating  to  tin; 
county,  all  of  which  was,  unfortunately,  losr'"  on  the  night  of 
4th  of  March,  1856,  when  the  office  was  burned.  The  ollice 
was  in  a  frame  building  that  stood  on  tlie  noi-th  side  of  the 
public  square,  nearly  opposite  where  the  court  house  now 
stands.  It  and  all  its  contents  were  entirely  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  a  s<ore  adjoining  it  on  the  east. 

The  Journal  was  not  renewed  till  some  time  during  the 
next  fall  or  winter,  when  Geo.  W.  Edwards,  once  editor  of 
the  Burlington  IloAnJccye^  came  to  Enoxville  in  quest  of  a 
location  for  a  paper.  Being  in  possession  of  a  [>ress  and 
type,  he  and  Stone  formed  a  co-partnership  and  renewed  the 
Journal.  During  the  same  year  Stone  sold  his  interest  in  the 
paper  to  Edwards,  who  coiiducted  it  alone  for  a  short  time, 
till  lie  sold  it  to  John  M.  Bailey,  and  he  to  E.  G.  Sta'.iiield, 
in  the  winter  of  1857  and  1858.  Dui'ing  Mr.  Stanlleld's  pro- 
prietorship of  the  concern,  the  Journal  was,  for  a  time,  edited 


*  \\  is  ;i  iiuitU-r  of  rci^ret  lo  tho  ;iiitlmr  tiial  w  as  uiiahiL',  ;Ulcr  i  xtcnsivc  advcrlitiiiii; 
and  (liIi,i;;ont  imiiiiry,  to  i)ri)cuic  our  of  ilu^sc  oM  paprit;. 
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by  L.  T).  liiL'^ersull,  .since  well  known  as  iin  aiitlior,  and  at  })res- 
ent  editor  of  llie  ChinKjo  Post.  After  In^crsull,  it  was  pub- 
lished by  r>ii^elo\v  6c  Co.  ;  then,  in  ISOO,  by  Horner  6z  JJan- 
iiold,  who  changed  the  name  of  the  ])aj)er  to  Marion  Countij 
Re^nihlimn^  some  time  dm-ina-  the  same  year. 

The  thii'd  pa})cr  published  in  the  county  was  the  iJciuo- 
eratic  Slitn^hmi/'  lirst  issued  in  June,  1856,  about  eij^'ht 
months  later  than  the  Journal^  by  Claiborii  liall,  editor  and 
proprietor.  j\u'.  Hall,  not  being  a  ])raelical  printer,  and  also 
entireW  unacquainted  with  journalism,  soon  found  it  "n]>- 
liill "  work,  and,  linancially,  a  "losing  game"  to  ])ub]ish  i\ 
frontier  country  newspa])er.  So,  after  a  short  ex})erience,  he 
disposed  of  the  concern  to  a  company.  After  this,  the  Siand- 
ard  was  edited  and  publishe<l  by  dilferent  individuals  succes- 
sively, among  whom  wei'e  S.  M.  Hammond  and  A[.  V.  V>. 
Bennett,  the  latter  well  known  as  a  lawyer  and  political 
stumper.  It  finally  suspended  opei'ations  some  time  in  IStM 
or  1865. 


*Likc  Uic  Journal,  no  early  munbcrs  of  this  paper  aro  extant,  or,  at  least,  coulil  not  he 
found,  and  its  history  must,  therefore,  bo  brief. 


(To  be  contintied.) 
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The  C'loso  of  the  volume  afTords  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  eonoorniiii; 
those  Avliose  j)cns;  liavc  i^-iven  it  interest.  And  first/it  is  with  great  pleas- 
ure that  we  int  roduce  to  the  reader  ]\[rs.  Ntittie  Sanford,  of  jMarshalltown, 
the  aeconiplished  authoress  and  lecturer,  the  hrst  cliaj^ters  of  whose  sjiir- 
ited  "  History  of  ]\Iarshall  County"  will  attract  attention.  With  tlie  ex- 
ception of  a  few  pages  contri])uted  to  the  April  nunil)cr  of  tlie  third  vol- 
ume by  jNIrs.  0.  ]3en  Darwin,  Mrs.  Sanford's  histor}'  forms  the  tirst  contri- 
bution to  the  Annals  by  a  lady  v/riter,  setting  an  example  which  w(^  hojM'. 
will  be  followed  b}'-  other  local  historians  of  lier  sex. 

We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  defer  the  i)ublication  of  the  conclusion  of  ?.[r. 
William  ])onnel's  valuable  history,  "The  l^ioneers  of  Marion  County," 
to  the  next  volume  None  except  thosc^  who  have  (;ngaged  in  similar  work 
can  form  any  idea  of  the  amount  of  lal)or  and  patience,  as  well  as  money, 
necessarily  expended  in  ihe  fulOllment  of  such  a,  task  as  that  which  i^I r. 
Douufil  lias  nearly  completed  in  the  hap})icsl  manner.  Scores  of  letters 
must  be  v»'ritten,  hundreds  of  questions  askcjd,  dust  and  col)webs  invaded 
to  reach  nuisty  newspapers,  documents,  and  letters,  and  a  thousand  unex- 
pected obstacles  overcome,  in  order  to  secure  the  inlbrmation  sometimes 
contained  in  a  single  page.  Mr.  Donnel's  sketches  arc  conceded  by  old 
settlers  to  be  exceedingly  correct,  and  entirely  untarnished  by  political  or 
personal  prejudice,  too  often  the  banc  of  local  history.  The  strongest  evi- 
dence of  the  high  estimate  in  which  i\rr.  Donnel's  work  is  held  in  his  own 
county,  where  the  best  judges  of  its  value  necessarily  chiell}'^  reside,  is  that 
its  re-publication  is  demanded,  in  book  form,  in  which  it  will  ai>pear  in  a 
"few  months.  For  our  own  part,  we  think  we  do  no  one  any  injustice  in 
saying  that  "The  Pioneers  of  Marion  County"  arc  more  fortunate  in  their 
historian  than  those  of  any  count}^  whose  history  has  been  published  in 
extended  form  in  the  ANNAiiS. 

Hon.  Eliphalet  Price,  of  Guttenbcrg,  Clayton  county,  and  Hon.  Wm.  H. 
Tuthill,  of  Tipton,  Cedar  county,  are  two  of  the  most  highly  valued  of  our 
correspondents.  Their  short  and  sparkling  sketches  act  as  foils  to  the 
more  serious  and  solid  chapters  of  len.gtiiier  hist  ories.  Their  coutribut  ions 
are  ever  welcome  to  reader  and  editor. 

The  Hon.  Hawkins  Tayhu',  m.  member  from  Lee  county,  of  the  first  terri- 
torial legislature,  but  now  a  resident  of  AVashington  C'ity,  is  doing  lor  us  an 
aece])tal)le  work,  in  raking  Irom  th(!  accumulations  of  a  third  of  a  century 
those  pleasant  portrayals  of  charaeli-r  and  events  which  lent  a  charm  and 
attraction  to  Lee  county  tliirly  yeai's  ago. 

The  "JOarly  ilistory  of  Iowa,"  by  Iloii.  Charles  Negus,  wiiich  has  Ik-imi 
continued  through  several  v<^lnnies  of  tlu'  Annals,  will  do  nmch  toward 
lightening  the  l;il)ors  ol"  liim,  wlio,  in  the  lutiire,  shall  muh-rlalve  lo  elabor- 
ate the  pioneer  annals  oC  oiu- slati\  It  is  a  niatler  of  wondi'r  lo  us  how  the 
author  has  managed  to  eolleel  ^ueh  a  mass  ol"  inlbrmation  relating  to  t he 
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first  SL'ttlcinent  of  lowu.  Wo  consider  jMr.  Negus's  liistory  among  the  most 
valuable  and  appropriate  matter  that  ni)pcnrs  in  the  Anjsat-s,  and  we  shall 
be  loth  to  see  it  come  to  an  end. 

Some  ]iorli()ns  of  the  "  lieeolleetions  of  the  Earl}'  Scttk'ment  of  Nortli- 
western  Iowa,"  by  N.  Levering,  Esq.,  formerl}^  f)f  Sioux  City,  lown,  but 
now  of  Woodville,  Mo.,  particularly  tlu:)se  relaiiug  to  th(>  captivity  of  white 
women  by  the  Indians,  are  of  tiirilling  interest.  ^Yv  liojie  ]\lr.  Levering 
will  find  time  to  reduce  to  writing  the  large  stock  of  fads  relative  to  \hv 
iiorthwestei-n  part  of  Iowa  which  he  has  treasured  uj:». 

The  sketches  of  Louisa  county  ,  by  Hon.  AVm.  L.  Toole,  have  been  no  less 
interesting  than  the  others,  but  would  have  been  more  complete  and  e.v. 
tended  had  lui  received  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  resident  ])in- 
neers  of  his  county.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  has  jn'omised 
to  continue  his  contributions. 

Some  have  confouiided  General  Curtis's  rei'»ort  of  his  last  campaign  in 
iVIi.ssouri  (which  we  have  novv  in  course  of  publication)  with  the  history 
of  the  same  general's  "first  campaign  in  Arkansas,"  Avritten  by  Captain 
Samuel  Prcntis  Curtis,  and  published  in  volumes  -i,  5,  G,  and  7.  Tliey  are 
entirely  distinct;  and  we  hoi)e  none  will  hnd  fault  with  tlie  puljlicatioii  of 
this  military  report,  covering,  as  it  does,  many  of  the  gallant  aciiievenienis 
of  Iowa  troops,  as  it  will  be  a  sorry  day  for  us  when  we  tire  of  reading  of 
the  heroic  exploits  of  the  Union  soldiers  during  the  Great  Rebellion. 

Dr.  John  Doe,  of  Iowa  City,  who  is  too  near  home  to  be  spoken  of  in 
the  flattering  terms  he  deserves  for  finding  time  to  write  a  sketcii  of  the 
Miisquaqnas,  will  have  to  settle  with  ]\lrs.  Sanlbnl  as  to  wliether  hers  or 
hi.s  is  the  corri>ct  way  of  spelling  the  name  of  this  Indian  tribe,  i^'or  us,  it 
will  be  seen  t  Jiat,  with  our  usual  chivalry,  we  have  thrown  our  steel  weapon 
in  the  scale  for  the.  lady. 

Several  historical  papers  have  been  unavoidably  crowded  over  to  the  next 
issue.. 


